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History in Three Keys
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In this long-awaited book, Paul Cohen uses
the Boxer Uprising of 1898-1900-a major
anti-foreign explosion and watershed event
in Chinese history—as a vehicle for the
skillful illumination of the tensions existing
between historical reconstruction and the
two more pervasive ways of knowing the
past—experience and myth.

"An unusual achievement: at once concep-
tually bold, intellectually clear, and
methodologically convincing. Drawing on
a wide range of Chinese and Western
sources, and enlivening the argument with
comparisons that range from the Salem
witch trials to the finer points of baseball
strategy, Cohen pares the overlays of histori-
cal accounts of the Boxers down to their
constituent parts as myth and lived experi-
ence. The book is eminently readable

—Jonathan Spence,
Yale University

"Cohen demonstrates how a sophisticated
scholar is able to wrap himself around the
contorted configurations of philosophy
and history, shaping into an enlightening
synthesis contradictions that would cause
a weaker mind to break down in deconstruc-
tionist despair."

—John Israel,
University of Virginia

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/cup
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