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CORRESPONDENCE
To the Editors of THE CLASSICAL REVIEW.

A DERIVATION OF ' ROMA.'
SIRS,

I beg to reply to Professor Bell's letter,
C.R. XXXIX. p. 95. His citation of ravus for
an older gravus makes but a shaky basis for
his derivation of Roma from groma. A string
of words will show that there is no tendency to
drop g before r in Latin—e.g. gradus, grandis,
grando, granum, gralus, gravis, gtunnire, grus.
And as to groma itself, how comes it to survive
alongside of Roma which is alleged to be its
enfeebled descendant ?

I do not claim that groma or gruma for
yvwfia or yvafiav {quod genus Graeci yvapova
dicunt, Paulus) represents a regular change.
Neither Sommer nor Stolz will supply another

example of yv becoming gr. But the groma,
with its rites and rules, came from or through
the Etruscans to Rome. Now a foreigner's
hearing or mis-hearing of a language strange to
him knows in general no law, and certainly
the Etruscans in their inscriptions mangled
words borrowed from the Greek; the v of
'Aya/itftvav, for instance, appears as r. It does
not, then, appear to me difficult to believe that
groma=yvS>fui, but I cannot believe that groma
gave rise to Roma. On the contrary, Roma is
a much older word.

I still hold to my first objection stated in C.R.
XXXIX. p. 37, that a derivation of Roma
which is weak in essence and in semasiology
should not be the only one mentioned, as if it
were of convincing merit.

J. WIGHT DUFF.
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