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Off-beat Biologist
The autobiography of

Alan S. Parkes

Sir Alan Parkes divides his story into six parts. Part I comprises a bird's eye survey of his
career from early days to retirement and after, the emphasis being on his thirty years'
service with the Medical Research Council. Part II describes the greater part of his
original work in, among others, chapters entitled Studies in Mammalian Reproduction,
Exciting Times in Endocrinology, and The Rise of Cryobiology. Part III records his
contact with organisations dealing mainly with man, and Part IV with those dealing with
animals. Part V, the longest section, describes spreading the light by conferences of many
different kinds and by means of books and journals: Professor Parkes was instrumental
in starting the Journal of Biosocial Science. Part VI, which gives his thoughts on bio-
ethics, on research and the scientist, and on himself, is perhaps the most revealing.
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