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Abstracts

Charting Blank Spaces and Disputed Regions:
The Problem of Sung Land Tenure

Joserx P McDermoOTT Pages 1341

Due to the inadequacies of the surviving sources, this study of the highly
controversial issue of Sung land tenure focuses on variations in land tenure practices in
six regions of South China during the Southern Sung. It finds that large private
landholdings predominated in only a few areas of South China, that they usually did
not possess the contiguity and size some have attributed to a supposed Sung manorial
order, and that most peasant households owned some land. Of those who worked
another’s land, three types are studied in detail—the land guest, the field servant,
and the tenant guest. Normally the land guest was bound to the land, the field
servant hired as a temporary indentured servant, and the tenant guest obliged to
provide little more than rent. Working conditions south of the Yangtze generally
grew less subservient the closer the area was located to the Lower Yangtze Valley.

Marxism and National Socialism in Taisho Japan:
The Thought of Takabatake Motoyuki

GerMAaINE A. Hoston Pagés 43-64

Takabatake Motoyuki was one of several prewar Japanese socialists who combined
the Marxian ideal of proletarian socialism with nationalism. The first to produce a full
Japanese translation of Karl Marx’s Capital in 1919, Takabatake formulated a doctrine
of national or state socialism that same year and dedicated the rest of his life to the
promotion of that ideal. While Takabatake continued to call himself a Marxist, he
criticized Marx’s understanding of the state and drew on the work of Western political
theorists such as Thomas Hobbes to construct his own functionalist interpretation of
the state. Takabatake’s work not only exposes some important lacunae in Marxist-
Leninism, but his continued appeal to Marxism while embracing an ideology usually
associated with the political Right defies analysis on the basis of conventional
Left-Right distinctions. As his treatment of contemporary domestic and international
problems demonstrates, both socialist and nationalist movements of this era consti-
tuted impassioned responses to social, economic, and political crises that were already
apparent in the Taisho years.

British versus Princely Legacies and the Political Integration of Gujarat
Joun R. Woob Pages 65-99

The political integration of British India and princely India is generally assumed
to be an accomplished fact, but in contemporary Indian states that contain both
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ex-British and ex-princely territory and population the different legacies of British and
princely rule remained influential long after independence and merger. Analysis of the
de facto political integration of Gujarat between 1943 and 1969 reveals five stages of
bargaining between ex-British and ex-princely nationalist elites. At each stage the
interests of these elites —schooled in contrasting historical-political traditions— had
to be consulted and compensated; the results can be discerned in the differential
electoral behavior of the ex-British-dominated Mainland and ex-princely Saurashtra
regions. Eventually, the political resources and training of Mainland politicians
proved more appropriate for universal franchise politics than did those of the ex-
princely Saurashtrians. However, as of 1969, the objective of an integrated political
community in Gujarat was still to be achieved.

The Formation of the Concept of Nation-State in Nepal
RiCHARD BURGHART Pages 101-125

At the turn of the nineteenth century three different indigenous concepts were
central to the Nepalese understanding of their polity. These were the possessions
(muluk) of the king, the realm (desz), and the countries (also desz or des) of a people.
Each of these concepts specified a different relationship between ruler, land, and
people, and each was legitimated with reference to a different kind of authority:
proprietary, ritual, or ancestral. When the East India Company gained politico-
economic control of the Ganges basin, the Nepalese found that they had to accommo-
date themselves to a powerful neighbor with alien views on the structure and
boundary of the polity. In order to preserve its political autonomy on the subcontinent,
the Nepalese government began to reconceive the nature of its polity from a foreign
point of view. This article considers reinterpretations by the Nepalese government
over a period of one hundred and fifty years of the concepts of possessions, realm, and
country in order to form the modern concept of the nation-state.

False Spécialization and the Purdah of Schblarship—A Review Article
Hanna Paranex Pages 127-148

Within the last decade, many publications have appeared in South Asia (especially
India) and North America on subjects relating to women. Scholars concerned with
the study of South Asia have generally neglected these publications instead of
integrating them into research and teaching on South Asia. This neglect results from
a “false specialization” on both subject matter and scholars interested in research on
women, which has led to a “purdah of scholarship” or segregation of the new
scholarship on women. The reasons for this segregation include prejudice, the absence
of an emphasis on family and kinship in current South Asia studies, neglect of
research on Muslim populations, the complexities of gender in the Hindu tradition,
and the nature of institutional support for research on women. Advocacy for women's
equality is characteristic of the new research on women in South Asia, both by North
American and South Asian writers. The core of the substantive argument presented in
the article is as follows: Gender differences are among the fault lines along which the
effects of major social, economic, political changes are distributed within populations.
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Gender relations are proving to be vulnerable in the face of rapid change. The increased
consciousness of women’s issues in South Asia is the result of accelerated changes
within these societies which have affected gender differences and gender relations.
Gender is increasingly understood to be a factor in accelerating class differentiation
and in other processes of change.

New contributions to the research literature on women and gender in South Asia
are reviewed under three headings: (1) “complementary” studies that highlight
forgotten sectors of the population; (2) stocktaking assessments that summarize data
about women and government activities; (3) “integrative’” studies that aim to develop
social theory and methodology. The final section of the review suggests new lines for
future scholarship, particularly with regard to control over female labor deployment.
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