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The Contested Removal Power, 1789–2010
J. David Alvis, Jeremy D. Bailey, and F. Flagg Taylor IV

“This book is important not merely for what it says about the 
ability of presidents to fire bureaucrats but also for its probing 
account of broader theories of constitutionalism and executive 
power that undergird and fortify claims about removal powers. 
. . . Deserves a privileged place in the conversation about the 
proper scope of presidential power.”—William Howell,  
author of Power without Persuasion: The Politics of Direct 
Presidential Action

“This volume reveals the centrality of the evolving arguments 
over the removal power to the revolutionary presidencies of 
Jefferson and Jackson, and FDR and Reagan. A must read for 
any student of the American presidency.”—John Yoo, author of 
Crisis and Command: A History of Executive Power from George 
Washington to George W. Bush 
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contribute to debates on the future direction of social 
policy, to present new empirical data, to advance theories, 
or to analyse issues in the making and implementation of 
social policies.

The Journal of Social Policy is part of the ‘Social Policy 
Package’ with Social Policy and Society.
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