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Detail from Bethlem
Hospital Admission Book
for March 1702.

Continuous recording of all
admissions to the Bethlem
Hospital in London began
325 years ago in May
1683, but the first stand-
alone list was compiled in
1598. Initially, only the
patient’s name and
admission and discharge
dates were recorded, but details of diagnosis and condition (cured,
improved, incurable) on discharge followed later. These records were
maintained without a break until the 20th century and are available to
view online at http://www.bethlemheritage.org.uk/archive/web/ARA.htm.
Thanks to Colin Gale, Archives and Museum, Bethlem Royal Hospital,
London.
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