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Staphylococcus aureus was first grown in pure culture and
named in 1884 by Rosenbach. Isolates at that time would
almost certainly have been susceptible to penicillin and the
sulphonamides. Widespread resistance to these agents made
them mostly redundant by the dawn of the 1950s when
multiply resistant S. aureus strains were recognized. This was
followed by the emergence of the ‘hospital staphylococcus’
in the 1960s and the identification of strains resistant to
methicillin, an antibiotic which was stable in the presence
of staphylococcal penicillinase. The rest, as they say, is his-
tory. Few microbiologists could have predicted the impact
of methicillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA) on infection con-
trol in hospitals and its apparent recent spread into the
community.

This book pulls together contributions from experts in
the field covering the detection of MRSA, mechanisms of
antimicrobial resistance and its molecular and evolutionary
basis as well as aspects of their pathogenesis, treatment and
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control. It is a well-balanced book with a structured uniform
format more or less adhered to by each of the contributors.
Each chapter is able to stand alone as the contributors
address each topic but this results in some overlap of intro-
ductory remarks and the occasional repetition. Nevertheless,
most of the chapters are highly informative and detailed
with references as late as 2002. The figures and illustrations,
particularly in the chapters on mechanisms of methicillin
resistance, molecular evolution, and epidemiological typing
of MRSA, are well designed and will no doubt be reproduced
in a number of presentations on the meetings circuit.

This book will appeal primarily to basic science re-
searchers in the field and those engaged in epidemiological
surveillance of strain types and their comparative properties.
However, the chapters addressing treatment of MRSA and
their prevention and control should serve to attract those
with a more clinical remit. At £90 it is probably outside of
the personal budget of all but a tiny minority of navel gazers
but it should find a place in institutional and departmental
libraries.
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