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The Canterbury Tales and the Good

Society
Paul A. Olson

This work demonstrates how the Canterbury
Tales reflect the political, social, and economic
climate of late medieval Europe, specifically of
Chaucer’s contemporaries at the English court.
Paul Olson argues that Chaucer’s narratives
emerge from his deep concern about the crises of
late fourteenth-century England and his vision of
the renewal of that troubled society through the
ideal of parlement, the various orders of society
speaking together, and through a perfective
religious discipline. Serving his culture in various
official capacities, the poet shared some views
with other reformers, but he was almost alone
among them in recognizing the new Epicure-
anism, or materialism, that was transforming his
country. To attack what he saw as the dangers of
this new attitude, he applied his most vigorous
comic power and his genius for the manipulation
of genre.

$37.50

Language and Meaning in the
Renaissance
Richard Waswo

“Waswo achieves a depth and precision rarely
found in work on the development of the Renais-
sance concept of history. His book should interest
not just students of Renaissance literature, but
historians of the Renaissance and Reformation
and the wide variety of scholars now interested in
the history and theory of interpretation.”
—Anthony Grafton, Princeton University
$37.50

Women Writers and Poetic Identity
Dorothy Wordsworth, Emily Bronté,
and Emily Dickinson

Margaret Homans

“In perceiving the struggle to define an ade-
quate persona and poetic voice, and linking this
with the struggle for self discovery, Ms. Homans
produces an absorbing thesis, and simultaneously
articulates what amounts to a persuasive manifesto
for feminist criticism per se.”

—Judy Simons, Review of English Studies
LPE: $13.50. C: $28.00
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Shakespeare’s Revision of King Lear
Steven Urkowitz

“...our editions of King Lear, if not all Shake-
speare’s two-text plays, will never be the same.”
—S. W. Reid, Shakespeare Studies
LPE: $11.50. C: $22.50

On King Lear
Edited by Lawrence Danson

In their lectures on King Lear, the eight contrib-
utors to this volume fulfill Shakespeare’s rigorous
injunction to “Speak what we feel” about the
playwright’s amplest tragedy. Representing distinc-
tive but complementary points of view, they cover
theatrical history, verbal style, acting and actors,
the playwright in his cultural context and in the
light of enduring human concerns, and the Shake-
spearean view of history, tragedy, and psychology.
LPE: $13.50. C: $20.50
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