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The task of the modern ecclesiastical historian, 
in all its variety, is die theme of this elevendi 
volume of Studies in Church History. A number 
of contributions focus on particular documents 
or classes of document - medieval penitentials 
and ordines, materials for the early history of the 
humiliati, episcopal registers, parochial records, 
religious periodicals. Cnhers, notably die dis­
cussions of early church historians, the works of 
John Strype and writings on welsh history, 
look at problems of approach and methodology 
in earlier historians, and this examination is 
extended by contributions on archaeological, 
socio-linguistic and socio-cultural techniques. 
Three major papers, amongst them die presi­
dential address, assess the place and role of the 
contemporary ecclesiastical historian, and out­
line die problems and opportunities which 
confront him in a 'secular' world and a chang­
ing intellectual climate. This volume is both a 
demonstration of the wide-ranging interests 
and varied techniques of the modern ecclesi­
astical historian, and an example of the vigour 
and fertility of work in this field. 
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