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PYNCHON
The Voice of Ambiguity
Thomas Hill Schaub. Thomas Pynchon has drawn 
both praise and puzzled irritation from critics and 
readers who have been by turns delighted, frustrated, 
and mystified by his major works. These responses 
result from the inability of Pynchon's audience to 
comprehend his many levels of ambiguity and irres-
olution. Schaub's concise study of V., The Crying 
of Lot 49, and Gravity's Rainboiv magnifies the praise, 
dispels the speculation, and penetrates the ambiguous 
nature of Pynchon's fiction. "This is the most im-
portant and insightful book on Pynchon yet written, 
and I recommend it unreservedly." — Edward 
Mendelson. 175 pages. $13.50

THE EXPLODED FORM
The Modernist Novel in America
James M. Mellard. Focusing on three well- 
known twentieth-century texts — Faulkner's The 
Sound and the Fury, Heller's Catch-22, and Brautigan's 
Trout Fishing in America —Mellard guides us through 
the difficult terra in of the modernist novel in America. 
"This is a very fine work. It is written with clarity 
and grace; its structure is logical, firm; it shows 
sound and extensive scholarship in its field; its 
thesis, controversial as it may prove, is useful 
and defensible." — Ihab Hassan. 223 pages. $15.00

LITERARY DISRUPTIONS 
The Making of a Post-Contemporary 
American Fiction second  edetion  
Jerome Klinkowitz. In the first edition of this 
book, Klinkowitz analyzed the work of eight “post- 
contemporary fictionists" (Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., 
Donald Barthelme, Jerzy Kosinski, Amiri Baraka, 
James Park Sloan, Ronald Sukenick, Raymond Feder- 
man, and Gilbert Sorrentino) — writers whose 
“disruptive" style exploits language, content, and 
form to create a new art form. This new edition 
includes a substantial "Postface" that looks at some 
of the most recent efforts by these authors, as well 
as greatly expanded and updated bibliographies.
". . . an essential survey, distinguished by superb 
scholarship and considerable critical acumen." — 
Charles Caramello, Studies in the Novel. 306 pages. 
Cloth, $15.95; paper, $6.50

We accept charges on Visa, MasterCard, and American Express, and pay postage on prepaid orders.
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Presidential Address 1980. Helen  Vendler .....................................344

Virginia Woolf and Leslie Stephen: History and Literary Revo-
lution. Katherine  C. Hill ...........................................................351

Abstract. Leslie Stephen chose his daughter Virginia Woolf as his literary heir 
and trained her extensively in history and biography to prepare her for a writing 
career. Traces of Stephen’s training can be found throughout Woolf’s work but 
especially in her literary criticism. Woolf and Stephen share the same assumptions 
about the nature and aims of literary criticism, assumptions that place them in 
the tradition of Sainte-Beuve. Further, Stephen and Woolf focus on the same 
set of forces to describe the birth and evolution of literary genres: both father 
and daughter say that shifting class structures produce a dominant historical 
consciousness and that this historical consciousness in turn expresses itself in an 
appropriate technical form. In the light of this literary historical process, both 
writers insist, the critic of self-conscious historical vision must be a sympathetic 
reader of experiments in new literary forms. (KCH)

Crusoe in Exile. Michael  Seidel .............................................363

Abstract. Defoe calls Robinson Crusoe a “fugitive” fable, an “allegorical” nar-
rative history that records on many levels the strains of displacement and the 
powers of reconstitution. Crusoe’s experience offers Defoe the fictional opportunity 
to represent different sequences of narrative action that resemble and sometimes 
duplicate one another. Island exile for Crusoe substitutes for structurally com-
parable events—imaginative, psychological, religious, and, in the carefully worked 
out timing of the adventure, political. The politics of exile are especially significant 
for Crusoe’s several transformative conversions, not merely his turning from 
place to place but his turning of one place into another. The classical exile, 
displaced abroad and replaced at home, becomes in Robinson Crusoe doubly 
situated—Crusoe’s island home is literally remote but allegorically familiar. This 
paradox has narrative, historical, and national implications. (MS)

Conflicting Names, Conflicting Laws: Zorrilla’s Don Juan
Tenorio. Carlos  Feal ............................................................375

Abstract. The most prominent feature of Zorrilla’s Don Juan is theatricality: the 
character’s awareness of incarnating a name or portraying a role that earlier 
Don Juans created. Don Juan’s imposing name clashes with the name of the 
father (the Commander), triggering a conflict between love and the law. Vis-a-vis 
this conflict, Don Juan and Ines evolve in opposite directions: Don Juan finally 
wants to marry, thus accepting the patriarchal dictates that Ines defies by her 
love for her father’s enemy and killer. Ines, therefore, is not the innocent virgin 
that critics, Zorrilla included, and Don Juan himself envisioned. Another basic 
tension is that between God and the father. Their supposed alliance is broken by 
Ines, who, against the Commander’s will, intercedes supernaturally to save Don 
Juan. Paradoxically, in the name of Don Juan, Ines opposes men’s law and 
consequently produces her own defense based on the feminine “law of the 
heart.” (CF)
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Blake, Foucault, and the Classical Episteme. Daniel  Stempel  . 388

Abstract. The accepted periodization of English literary history, a linear alterna-
tion of convention and revolt, has made Blake the ancestral and archetypal ro-
mantic. But an examination of the language of his texts, using Michel Foucault’s 
archaeological method, demonstrates the classical structure of his oeuvre, which 
is a variant of classical discourse as defined and described by Foucault. The deep 
structure of Blake’s discourse is logical, but the logic is not that of general gram-
mar; it is the logic of identity, not the logic of difference. The assimilation of 
Blake’s oeuvre into Foucault’s classical episteme enriches and expands Foucault’s 
model of the period; it also offers a model of the transformation from classical 
to modern that may clarify some of the difficulties of Foucault’s scheme of histori-
cal change. (DS)

Assertion and Assumption: Fictional Patterns and the External
World, Peter  J. Rabinowitz ............................................. 408

Abstract. Although representational art does not reflect an empirically verifiable 
world, novels are nevertheless useful as historical documents, because they can re-
veal the views that authors expect readers to hold. Extracting those views, how-
ever, requires distinguishing the beliefs that authors expect in their readers from 
beliefs that readers pretend to take on for the sake of the fiction (the belief that a 
person can turn into a bug, in Metamorphosis). Such an analysis is possible be-
cause of a basic rule of reading: all fiction, even the most fantastic, is realistic 
except where it signals its readers to the contrary. This rule implies that what is 
not said in a text (a text’s assumptions) is a surer guide to readers’ views than what 
is (its assertions). The “sudden-reward” pattern (familiar from Cinderella) and its 
unmasking by Mark Twain in Pudd’nhead Wilson are analyzed to demonstrate 
how readers’ beliefs can be extracted from an apparently unrealistic conven-
tion. (PJR)
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