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offices. PosTMASTER : send address changes in USA and Canada to The Journal of Agricultural
Science, Cambridge University Press, 32 East 57th Street, New York, NY 10022.

© Cambridge University Press 1988

https://doi.org/10.1017/50021859600081211 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021859600081211

Instructions to Authors
Failure to comply with the Instructions to Authors may delay publication

The Journal welcomes concise papers reporting original experimental data or experimental
methods, or new analyses of already existing data, in any aspect of Agricultural Science. It
does not normally publish review articles. The Editors must be informed if any of the
material submitted has ben published elsewhere. If a paper is accepted, it must not be
published elsewhere in the same form. Experiments on animals must conform with
legislation in the country where the experiments are carried out. Papers should be
submitted to Miss Jane King, Journal of Agricultural Science, Department of Applied
Biology, Pembroke Street, Cambridge CB2 3DX.

Scripts. Papers, written in English, should be typed in double spacing on one side of the
paper with a margin of at least 4 cm on the left-hand side. Two copies should be submitted.

Layout and style. Authors are recommended to use the style adopted in recent issues.
Details and sample pages showing preferred layout for various subjects may be obtained in
advance of submission from the Executive Editor, Miss Jane King, at the address given
above.

Title. The title must be specific and suitable for indexing by the automatic methods now
being employed. Male authors should give surnames and full initials, female authors should
give one forename. The full name and address of the institution where the research was
done should be stated. Change of address may be given as a footnote. A short title, not
exceeding 50 characters, should be provided for the running headlines.

A summary, placed at the beginning of the text, should briefly indicate the experiments
described, the main results and important conclusions.

The text. The Editors do not insist on a rigid format but it is usually convenient to divide
the paper into sections, e.g. Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, and Discussion.
An excess of headings and subheadings should be avoided. The Introduction should show
why the work was carried out; a detailed review of literature is not necessary. Relevant
details should be given of the experimental materials and design, and the techniques and
statistical methods used. Numerical results should be shown in Tables and not repeated in
the text. Metric units should be used. Experimental details and Results should be recorded
in the past tense. The Discussion should relate the author’s results to other work on the
subject and give the author’s conclusions. A simple direct style of writing, avoiding
unnecessary repetition and circumlocution, is preferred. Footnotes should not be used.

Tables must be self-explanatory, typed on separate sheets, numbered consecutively and
carry an appropriate title. Numerical results should be displayed as means with their
relevant standard errors. Normally a mean should be rounded to one tenth of its standard
error and the standard error given to one place of decimals more than the mean.

Figures should be restricted to the display of results when a large number of values can be
comprehended more easily; Tables and Figures may not reproduce the same data. Line
drawings should be 25 cm wide and drawn in black waterproof ink on Bristol Board, graph
paper with blue lines or tracing paper. Numbering and lettering, which must be kept to an
absolute minimum, should be legibly inserted in soft pencil. A photocopy of the line
drawing should be provided; a full legend describing the Figure and giving a key to all the
symbols on it should be typed on a separate sheet.
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Plates may be accepted, but only if they make a definite contribution to the value of the
paper. They should be good quality, unmounted, glossy prints and be lightly numbered in
pencil on the reverse side. If several plates or coloured photographs are submitted the
author may be asked to contribute to the cost of reproducing them.

References. In the text a reference should be quoted by the author’s name and date (in
parentheses). Where there are three authors, all names should appear at the first mention;
thereafter, and at all times if there are four or more authors, the first name followed by et
al. should be used, unless there is ambiguity, in which case all the names should be given at
each occurrence. A list of References should be given at the end of the text listing, in
alphabetical order, surname of authors, initials, year of publication (in parentheses), title of
paper, name of journal in full (underlined to denote italics), volume and first and last pages
of the reference. Authors should check that all references in the text appear at the end of
the paper and vice versa, and that names and dates correspond in the two places.

Shert notes may be accepted provided they are based on adequate experimental evidence;
special provision is made for their publication with the least possible delay. MSS should
not exceed 1500 words in length or their equivalent (a Summary is not required). For
tabulated matter allow 25 words per line of the table (including headings). For line
illustrations allow 225 words per quarter of page.

Proofs will be sent to authors to enable them to check the correctness of the type-setting.
Excessive alterations due to amendments of the author’s original agreed copy may be
charged to the author.

Offprints. Contributors will receive 25 copies of their papers free and can order others when
they receive the proofs.

Books for review. Books should be sent to the Review Editor, W. J. Ridgman, Department
of Applied Biology, Pembroke, Street, Cambridge CB2 3DX.
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