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CORRESPONDESCE. 

To the Ed~tor  of tlie LIIa t h ~ l r ~ c c t i ~ / t l  ( : I / I L I ~ L .  

REFERENCE F'OR SIMILAR TKIAXGLES. 

S11<,-The letter by JIr. TVood suggests that the s~ nlbol - for Sinnlarit) 
is f,t~rly nidely used. As he stated, there 1s not much likehhood of confusion 
bctn ecn the two uses of tlie s j  lnbol - , and ~ t s  adopt~on 111 Ehgbnd n ould 
tciid to uriifornlity in at  least the Engl~sh-speaking countries of the xorld. 
For that reason, I am prepared to ~ ~ ~ t l l d r a ~ v  my suggestion in fa5our of that 
by h h .  Wood. 

It nould serve a useful purpose if the Teach~ng Colnlnlttee considered the 
suggestions nhlcli have so far beer1 put forxard, and otliers nhich lnay come 
along, and select thc one n h1c2i they think is the best. T h ~ s  one sllould tllrn 
be recommmdcd as the standard one to be adopted for England. 

Yours truly, 
S. IxmaIi. 

OBTUSE dSGLISC:-X CATCH. 

DEAR SIR,-In cliscussing the probab~l~ty that a trlangle is obtuse-anglcd, 
31r. Tucke (Kote 1108) is fishing In deep ~raters. Map I offer hlrn J, red 
llcrr~iig, landed with a hook baited for rile by Mr. Kobson? 

Since a tr~angle cannot have rnore than one obtuse angle, the chance that 
ABC has an obtuse angle is not greater (one is tempted to say, IS less, but 
naitl) than the sum of the chances that the ~nd~bidual  angles are obtuse, that 
IS, than three t~rnes tho cllance that C 1s obtuse. But if A ,  B arc given, C' is 
obtuse only ~f C 15 lnslde the c~rcle on d B  as diameter, and the chance of this 
15 mro, slnce (' can bc anjvhere In the plane. 

If Ji 1s the orthotentre, tlie chan~c  that HB(' is obtuse-angled 1s zero, and 
therefore tllc chanoe that A l l /  i i  acute-angled is 7er0. 

Tlic~e arcn't any trianirle3. 
Yours untruly, 

E. H. licv~r,r c. 

BUREAU FOR THE SOLUTION O F  PROXLESIS. 

THIS is under the direction of Xi-. A. S. C:ossct Tanner, JI.A., 115, Radbourne 
Strcet, Derby, to whom all enquiries should be addressed, accompanied 
by a stamped and addressed envelope for the reply. Applicants, who must 
be members of the Mathemat~cal Association, should ~vherever possible state 
the source of their problenls and the names and authors of the textbooks 
on the subject which they possess. As a general rule the questions submitted 
should not be beyond the standard of University Scholarship Examinations. 
SYhene~er questions from the Cambridge Jlathematical Scholarship volumes 
are sent, it nil1 not be necessary to copy out the question in full, but only 
to send the reference, i.e. volume, page, and number. The names of those 
sending the questions ~vill not he published. 

The Secretary would be glad to receive any solutions that have not yet 
been returned. 
-- - -- - - -- -- -- - -- -- - - - - - - -- - -- --- --- 

1299. SIotorist : I hare had a lot of motoring experience, so you can take 
it  from me that if a car is travell~ng a t  30 nnles an hour, the driver is also 
travelling at 30 or thereabouts.-Uazly Herald, March 23, 1939. [Per JIr. 
T. R. Danson.] 
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