Justice removed, then, what are kingdoms but great bands of robbers? What are
bands of robbers themselves but little kingdoms? The band itself is made up of
meny; it is governed by the authority of a ruler; it is bound together by a pact of
association; and the loot is divided according to an agreed law. If, by the constant
addition of desperate men, this scourge grows to such a size that it acquires
territory, establishes a seat of government, occupies cities, and subjugates peoples,
it assumes the name kingdom more openly. For this name is now manifestly
conferred upon it by not by the removal of greed, but by the addition of impunity.

—Augustine, On the City of God, book 1V, ch. 4. Trans. R. W. Dyson

Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered
them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, nor will
they say, “Look, here it is!” or “There!” for behold, the kingdom of God is in the
midst of you’.

—Luke 17:20-21 (ESV)
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