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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DEAR FATHER EDITOR, $
May I, without impertinence, thank you heartily i°r '

admirable and informative Christian Unity number? _ $
But it is somewhat disturbing to find disseminated in 1.1

pages the idea that the Abbe Couturier inaugurated or tif? ^
'another observance' distinct from, and almost in opp°slP , x^
the already existing Church Unity Octave. (Mr Allchin s ^
that the latter 'is not now widely observed' surely caU

 oj
correction?) I have not been able to discover the evicts11

which this allegation—which is also to be found in We %
supphed by the English promoters of the Week of PraV. ^
based. But I am bound to think that it may, doubtless " j ^ ,
tionally, do a grave injustice to the memory of the go°. ^
and is Hkely to prove highly injurious to the cause of unprej
and united prayer for which he laboured. rjjis
• His 'absolute loyalty to the teaching and magisterial11 ^
own Church' is recognized. This means that it was for him a j j
of faith that the reunion of Christians was something tna , 0{
be no merely human enterprise, but could only be the w u
God and his Christ in his Church, and therefore to be s ^j
from God in prayer. It was also a matter of faith that £* _. .i
his Christ had already given the Petrine primacy and the
of unity, even though that gift was not by all received- v

and this was his great and unique contribution—he poi11

that non-acceptance of the primacy should be no obs
Christians to beseech 'in Christ' the unity which Go (

could give, and that it should be sought by all from tne.
and the Power from which alone it could come.,T chit
surely not be—in his mind or in ours—to 'swallow up' " ^ ^
Unity Octave, with its supposed 'restrictions of ° Jee
'another observance . . . animated by a vision at one
and more universal' ? On the contrary, it was to pursue
aims of the Octave and to extend its observance, while rec&
the restrictions in explicitness which it must inevitably Q

non-Cathohcs if they were to join in it with sincerity &. -^
mindedness. And, since they were at least no less invoiv ^
divisions of Christendom than the Catholics and PaP
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^ On* the Octave was already familiar, he believed it was urgent
j . they should do so. He urged upon us all (so far as I can

over) not a different vision from that of the Octave, but to
j^ ' m. accordance with the vision that had been granted us
s]j

 Oi"j several traditions: a vision which, though less detailed,
"ani 1 kasically identical with that which animates the Octave:

1 y> the accomplishment of the Lord's will in the Lord's way.
^ Seetns hardly credible that the abbe should have wished this

^ e n i f b f lf i dff
y

of our observances for unity itself into different
5̂  ves and 'Weeks' with different and -mutually exclusive
ty i 1 he in fact wished to found a different observance, he
his" a ^ y have chosen the identical dates, and 'mistrust' of
f̂fo U e n c e "^ght well be justified. While we welcome all the

^ s Which our Anglican and Free Church brethren are making
^ J j \ 0 l n o t e t ne 'Week' or 'Octave' (it matters little which it is
tjw' o r their own people in their own way, we should ask
aj. t o recognize that, to the extent that they are presenting it
^ Rlething essentially different from the Church Unity Octave,
*% Ina^' however unintentionally, foster that very spirit of
Hĵ  l^hich it is its purpose to overcome. For while we recog-
cwi. . a(t it is impossible for them to pray sincerely for all the
tjjj t intentions' of the Octave approved by the Holy See, we
tygpi them to recognize that our participation in a distinct
silji °* Prayer which positively excludes them is no less impos-
ing ' t ttiust be for us the very negation of 'prayer in Christ' for
•v.̂ 1 .^^plishment of his will alone. Such a lamentable outcome
be c^> I fear, is inevitable if not soon halted—would surely
^sir Ver^able frustration of the dearest intentions and earnest

es°fthe Abbe Couturier.
Yours, etc.

VICTOR WHITE, O.P.
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