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In 1979, the IAU held its XVIIth General 
Assembly in Montreal, Canada. The Assembly 
included Commission Meetings and Joint 
Discussions arranged by Commissions. The 
Commissions also organised the Invited Dis­
courses and these are presented in this volume. 
The Discourses were delivered by three eminent 
Union members - G. Herzberg, B. Paczynski, 
S. Chandrasekhar. The latter's contribution 
marked the birth of Albert Einstein a hundred 
years ago. The Proceedings of seven of the 
eight Joint Discussions covering a wide variety 
of interest are also included. A small selection 
of papers from the many Joint Meetings of 
the IAU Commissions are included as well. 

(Cover picture: "X-ray Observations of M87's Halo", 
from Joint Discussion No. 8 by D. Fabricant, M. 
Lecar, and P. Gorenstein.) 
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