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S
”“s PROGRAM IN AGRARIAN STUDIES
YALE UNIVERSITY
The Program in Agrarian Studies at Yale is an experimental, interdisciplinary
effort to reshape how a new generation of scholars understands rural life and
society. The many hands from many disciplines that have shaped this Program
share three premises. The first is that any satisfactory analysis of agrarian
development must begin with the lived experience, understandings, and values
of its historical subjects. The second premise is that the study of the Third
World (and what was, until recently, called the Second World) must never be
segregated from the historical study of the West, or the humanities from the
social sciences. Finally, we are convinced that the only way to loosen the nearly
hegemonic grip of the separate disciplines on how questions are framed and an-
swered is to concentrate on themes of signal importance to several disciplines.
By building a sustained community of interdisciplinary conversation and by
demonstrating what creative trespassing can accomplish, we hope to set a stand-
ard of integrative work that will act as a magnet. The Program began with aca-
demic year 1991-92 thanks to support from the Rockefeller Foundation, the Ford
Foundation, and Yale University.

COLLOQUIUM SERIES The core of the Program’s activities is a weekly collo-
quium organized around an annual theme. Invited specialists send papers in
advance which are the focus of an organized discussion by faculty and graduate
students. "Hinterlands, Frontiers, Cities, and States: Transactions and Iden-
tities” is our theme for the next two years. This topic would embrace the study
of mutual perceptions between countryside and city, and patterns of cultural and
material exchange, extraction, migration, credit, legal systems, and political
order that link them. It would also include an understanding of how different
societies conceive of the spatial order they exhibit. What terms are meaningful
and how are they related, e.g. frontier, wildemess, arable, country- side, city,
town, agriculture, commerce, ‘hills,” lowlands, maritime districts, inland? How
have these meanings changed historically and what symbolic and material weight
do they bear? We hope the colloquium will become an important audience for
the best work on this subject from any historical period, region, or discipline.

PROGRAM FELLOWS The program appoints Research Fellows annually who

are in residence for the year, present a paper, and attend the colloquia.
Ordinarily, we select four to six Fellows whose diversity reflects the breadth of
the Program. We also encourage applications from knowledgeable "activists”
and "public intellectuals” whose work on rural life transcends the academy.
Fellows are selected competitively. For information about application
procedures and deadlines, write directly to the Program in Agrarian Studies,
Box 208300, New Haven, CT 06520-8300, USA.
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Sediments of Time

Environment and Society in

Chinese History

Mark Elvin and

Ts’ui-jung Liu, Editors

Pioneering essays explore new methodolo-
gies of historical environmental research,
comparisons of China with the West and
Japan, and the impact of the early modern
ecological transformation on the spread of
disease.
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56381-X  Hardback $84.95
Birth of the
Leviathan

Building States and Regimes in
Medieval and Early Modern Europe
Thomas Ertman

This book presents a new theory of state-
building in medieval and early modern
Europe. Ertman argues that two factors —
local government and sustained geo-
military competition — can explain most of
the variation found across the continent.
48222-4  Hardback $59.95
48427-8  Paperback $18.95

Ethics and Activism
Michael L. Gross

How should and how do democratic
citizens behave when governments act
unjustly? To answer this question, this
book explores social activism on three
continents: Jewish rescue in Europe
during World War II, abortion politics in
the United States, and peace and settler
activism in Israel.

58097-8 Hardback about $54.95

THE BEST FROM CAMBRIDGE

Nature and Society in
Historical Context

Mikulas Yeich, Roy Porter, and

Bo Gustafsson, Editors

In general terms, one way of describing the
world we live in is to say that it is made
up of nature and society, and that human
beings belong to both. This is the first
volume to be published that addresses the
historical contexts of the relations between
these two characteristics of human nature.
Contributors: Ernest Gellner, Jan Janko,

Lenos Mavrommatis, Chris Philo, Gerhard Jaritz,
Verena Winiwarter, Peter Burke, Simon Schaffer,
Richard Grove, Lars Herlitz, Roy Porter, Dietrich
von Englehards, Nina Witoszek, Joachim Radkau,
Mart A. Stewart, Gerhard Strohmeier, Adam
Kuper, Paul Farber, Mikulas Teich, Bengr-Erik
Borgstrim, Bo Gustafsson, Kurtz Bayerz

49530-X Hardback $69.95
49881-3 Paperback $24.95
Now in paperback...
Calvinism in Europe
1540-1620
Andrew Pettegree,

Andrew Duke, and

Gillian Lewis, Editors

“...a coherent and comprehensive analysis
and exposition of the Calvinist movement
throughout Europe.” — Choice
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Greengrass, Guido Marnef, Andrew Pettegree,
Bodo Nischan, David P Daniel, Jane Dawson,
Ole Peter Grell

57452-8 Paperback $19.95
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COMPARATIVE STUDIES IN SOCIETY AND HISTORY
ISSN 0010-4175
Founded by Sylvia L. Thrupp

Comparative Studies in Society and History is a forum for presentation and
discussion of new research into problems of change and stability that recur in
human societies through time or in the contemporary world. It sets up a
working alliance between specialists in all branches of the social sciences and
humanities. Debate and review articles bring the general reader in touch with
current findings and issues.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions may be descriptive, analytical, or theoretical. Any article not in
itself comparative may be accepted if it lends itself to comment that will place
it in comparative perspective. Correspondence with the editors prior to the
submission of articles will help to enable them to obtain such comment or a
companion study. Emphasis in comparative studies may be either on sim-
ilarities or, if these are significant enough and call for some recasting of
generalizations, on differences. All contributions and editorial correspon-
dence should be sent to the Editors, Comparative Studies in Society and
History, 102 Rackham Building, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich-
igan 48109-1070.

Three copies of each contribution should be submitted. Both text and foot-
notes should be clearly typed with double spacing and wide margins; foot-
notes should appear on separate pages at the end of the article. Illustrations
may be included by arrangement with the editors.
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