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Editors’ Note

We are delighted in this issue to feature a special collection of essays edited by
Fionnghuala Sweeney and Karen Salt on “Acts of Emancipation in the Art,
Culture and Politics of the Black Diaspora.” Consisting of seven essays plus
a feature-length introduction, the articles consider a number of different
ways in which acts and arts of emancipation have been remembered and
understood. Showcasing the exciting range of new scholarship that is emerging
in the related fields of African American studies, African diasporic studies,
slavery studies and American studies, among many more, this special issue
adopts an interdisciplinary framework to excavate the stories of actors so
often marginalized and underrepresented. As Sweeney writes toward the end
of her introduction, the essays all “prompt consideration of the kinds of sym-
bolic and political acts that capture what it meant to be involved in emancipa-
tion more broadly, of deeds of justice and humanity, great and small, that have
deeper psychological, sociological and political meaning for our understanding
of emancipation than is often thought,” and “emphasize that elaboration of
the philosophical, political, existential and aesthetic questions around the
nature of freedom and the nature of emancipation continues to be necessary.”

On the review side, we feature two review essays. In the first, “Recent Music
History Scholarship: Pleasures and Drawbacks,” Harvey Cohen examines a
range of recent works on American music as he investigates core debates
related to race, jazz and American cultural history. He sheds powerful light
on the extent to which “African American history, with its dramatic arcs of
repression and redemption, has served as a particularly fruitful area for such
scholarship”. In the second, “Disorder and Early Sorrow,” Peter Coclanis pro-
vides a detailed response to Joshua Rothman’s groundbreaking book Flush
Times and Fever Dreams: A History of Capitalism and Slavery in the Age of
Jackson. In addition, we also feature an array of reviews that cover a range
of topics from the course of American politics in the early republic, to rep-
resentations of death in film, pop culture and American empire, to perceptions
of communists in Cold War New York.
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