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TRIENNIAL REPORT 2006 - 2009

The TAU/IAG Working Group on Cartographic Coordinates & Rotational Elements
published its (2006) triennial report containing current recommendations for models for
solar system bodies (Seidelmann et al. 2007). P. Kenneth Seidelmann stepped down as
chairperson and B. A. Archinal was elected chairperson at the Working Group business
meeting that took place at the TAU XXVI General Assembly in Prague in 2006.

Important changes for the 2006 report includes corrections or updates to the recom-
mended models for the rotation of the Sun, orientation of the Moon, orientation and
size and shape of several Saturnian satellites, and orientation of Pluto and Charon. The
recommended models for the size and orientation of several asteroids and comets were
updated or given for the first time.

The Working Group is currently reformulating its membership and is starting to ad-
dress changes needed for the next report. These will likely include changes for Mercury,
due to recent Earth-based radar (Margot et al. 2007) and MESSENGER mission re-
sults, a new model for the Moon’s orientation, a possible update to the Mars orientation
model, and further updates for Saturnian Satellites due to recent Cassini mission results.
An unusual orientation model will need to be developed for Titan where Cassini-RADAR
observations have revealed a new pole position and periodic orientation changes appar-
ently due to a sub-surface ocean (Stiles et al. 2008; Lorenz et al. 2008). A draft of the
next report will be presented for discussion and completion at the TAU XXVII General
Assembly in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2009.

Brent A. Archinal
chair of the Working Group
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