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About the cover:

Tifion Co ol Starting in 2015, the cover format of each volume of Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology
Hospital Epidemiology will highlight one of the many professionals throughout history who not only recognized how
disease might be spread, but also how epidemiological principles could be applied to reduce
healthcare associated infections.

Ignaz Semmelweiss (1818-1865) was a Hungarian physician who was appointed an assistant in
obstetrics at the Allgemeines Krankenhaus in Vienna. He recognized that women delivered by
midwife trainees were significantly less likely to die of puerperal fever than those delivered by
physicians or medical students. He hypothesized that puerperal fever could be spread to mothers
at the time of delivery by the hands of obstetricians that became contaminated while performing
autopsies on women who had died in the maternity ward. Controlled trials of hand washing with
chloride of lime solution and disinfection of instruments showed that he could reduce infections
among the women cared for by physicians by almost 20-fold. Unfortunately, he did not publish
his findings which contributed to the lack of acceptance of antisepsis among senior staff;
Semmelweiss’ academic appointment was not renewed. He left for Budapest, but his beliefs failed to gain traction among colleagues in
Hungary. Semmelweiss’ increasingly erratic and angry behavior led to commitment to an asylum; he died there within a few short
weeks at the age of 47 years. Contrary to legend, Semmelweiss” autopsy suggests that he did not die of streptococcal gangrene, but rather
of trauma related to beatings inflicted by the guards at the asylum and an early Alzheimer-type dementia.

IGNAZ SEMMELWEISS
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Edited by David Schlossberg, MD
Temple University, Philadelphia, USA

A fully updated version of this popular, clinically oriented, user-friendly
text on infectious disease, with even more helpful graphics, tables,
algorithms and images. It is packed full of information on diagnosis,
differential diagnosis and therapy. In addition to the traditional
organization of organ-system and pathogen-related information, this
text also includes clinically helpful sections on the susceptible host
{with individual chapters, for example, on the diabetic, the elderly,
the injection drug user and the neonate), infections related to travel,
infections related to surgery and trauma, nosocomial infection and
bioterrorism. Positioned between the available encyclopedic tomes
and the smaller pocket guides, this is a convenient, comprehensive,
and highly practical reference for all those practicing in infectious
diseases as well as internal or general medicine.

® Fully updated and user-friendly
® Abundantly illustrated with high-quality images and tables

@ Bridges the gap between the available encyclopedic tomes
and smaller pocket guides

Hardback | 1608 pages | 114 b/w illus | 236 color illus | 522 tables
9781107038912 | May 2015

Order now and save 20% off the list price!

Order direct from the publisher by visiting
www.cambridge.org or calling toll free at
1-800-872-7423 and use discount code Schloss20
to save 20%. (Offer expires 7/31/2015.)
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