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Cover  The unusual blue colour of the aril of the seeds of the 
endemic Ravenala madagascariensis, the traveller’s tree of Madagascar, 
facilitates their ingestion and dispersal by lemurs. With dichromatic 
vision, lemurs are unable to see red—the more usual aril colour for 
this plant group—but can see blue. Thirty-eight per cent of the 8,784 
endemic plant species of Madagascar are predicted to be endozoochorous 
(dispersed by ingestion), and of these the largest proportion display a 
primate syndrome, reflecting the unusual disperser guild on the island. 
Of the 20 frugivorous lemur species, 16 are currently threatened with 
extinction. The disappearance of any of these species would significantly alter 
the vegetation dynamics of Madagascar’s ecosystems. For further details, 
see pp. 418–426. (Photograph © Wolfgang Stuppy).
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