
Opening Address 

G. P O L V A N I 

President of the Italian Physical Society. 

Yesterday , Prof. B I G H I N I inv i ted me to say some in t roduc to ry words 
a t th is opening ceremony for t h e Sympos ium on Aerodynamics in Stellar 
Atmospheres . 

A t first, I really w a n t e d to refuse this t a sk ; h u t now, on t h e cont ra ry 
I a m very glad to have t h e oppo r tun i t y to answer to his m a n y k ind remarks , 
Therefore, I would like t o t h a n k h i m for all th is , also in t he n a m e of t he 
E n t e Villa Monastero. 

Prof. B I G H I N I has been here twice previously, as Director of summer 
courses of the Societa I t a l i ana di Fisica which deal t wi th topics in some way 
connected to those of th is symposium. This r e tu rn t o Varenna , p romoted 
b y Prof. M I N N A E R T and b y m a n y others last year, shows how much everybody 
has become fond of this place. 

On behalf of the E n t e Villa Monastero and of t he Societa I t a l i ana di Fisica, 
I personal ly a m delighted to say « welcome », or more precisely « b e n t o r n a t i » , 
to Prof. B I G H I N I , to Prof. M I N N A E R T and to all t h e par t i c ipan t s of this 
sympos ium. I sincerely a n d fervent ly hope t h a t you all will once again r e tu rn 
to th is wonderful spot on the Lake of Como, in I t a ly . 

I hope you will excuse me for this topographical crescendo, for this geo­
graphical amplification of m y speach: I m u s t confess t h a t I love Varenna 
a n d t h e people of Varenna , so r ight ly p roud of the i r h is tory , which is full 
of i m p o r t a n t events , b u t t o speak of t h e m is no t t he purpose of m y speach. 

I would ra the r p u t a quest ion to Prof. B I G H I N I , who dwells in t h a t pa r t 
of t h e world t h a t I also consider as m y region: Tuscany . The quest ion 
refers t o one of those cen tenary or semi-centenary celebrations which generally 
t a k e place in r emembrance of an i m p o r t a n t event or person. D o you remember 
w h a t happened 350 years ago, precisely on J u l y 1610? One of t h e greates t 
discoveries, I would even say t h e grea tes t and most pecul iar discovery re la t ing 
t o aerodynamics of stellar a tmospheres — Galileo's discovery of sunspots . 
This sympos ium is t h e mos t proper a n d highest celebrat ion of th is discovery 
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t h a t we could imagine. And it is of great in teres t to me t h a t nobody, no t 
even t h e as t ronomers , h a v e t hough t of this coincidence. So I a m grateful 
t o all of you, especially t o Dr . B I G H I N I , for this oversight — so t h a t I migh t 
propose to t h e organizers of this symposium t h a t i t be ded ica ted spiri tually 
to Galileo. I s i t too high an expecta t ion for t h e ou tcome of this symposium 
a t Varenna, t h a t I ant ic ipate? W e shall see. I propose to the Council of 
the Society t h a t t h e y publish the Proceedings of this Sympos ium in their 
journal , Nuovo Cimento. 
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