
https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X


 
 
Burns—Documents—PMLA (Jan 10)	 File: front_124-5_pp1.indd	 Job #: 120-10	 2/4/10–LG/DC

January 2010
Volume 125    Number 1

PMLA
Publications of the Modern Language Association of America

Published five times a year by the association

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X


[  P M L A

2

 
 
Burns—Documents—PMLA (Jan 10)	 File: front_124-5_pp1.indd	 Job #: 120-10	 2/4/10–LG/DC

The Modern Language  
Association of America

[  Organized 1883, Incorporated 1900  ]
Officers for the Year 2010

President: Sidonie Smith 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

First Vice President: Russell A. Berman 
Stanford University

Second Vice President: Michael BÉrubÉ 
Pennsylvania State University, University Park
Executive Director: Rosemary G. Feal

Executive Council

For the term ending 9 January 2011

Carlos J. Alonso 
Columbia University

Jane Harper 
Tarrant County College, Northeast Campus, TX

Francis Abiola Irele 
Harvard University

For the term ending 8 January 2012

Sara Scott Armengot 
Rochester Institute of Technology

George Levine 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick

Lynne Tatlock 
Washington University

Alexandra K. Wettlaufer 
University of Texas, Austin

For the term ending 6 January 2013

Jennifer Crewe 
Columbia University Press

Karin C. Ryding 
Georgetown University

Kathleen Woodward 
University of Washington, Seattle

For the term ending 12 January 2014

Lawrence I. Buell 
Harvard University

Dorothea Heitsch 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Richard M. Ohmann 
Wesleyan University
Jonathan Arac 

University of Pittsburgh

Trustees of Invested Funds
Herbert Lindenberger 

San Francisco, California
Malcolm B. Smith (Managing Trustee) 

New York, New York
Catharine R. Stimpson 

New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published five times a year, in January, March, May, October, and November, 
by the Modern Language Association of America. Membership in the association is open to persons 
who are professionally interested in the modern languages and literatures. Annual (calendar-year) dues, 
which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’ incomes and are graduated as follows: 
student members (seven years maximum), $20; new regular members (first year), $35; regular mem-
bers (income under $15,000), $25; regular members (income $15,000–$20,000), $40; regular members 
(income $20,000–$30,000), $50; regular members (income $30,000–$40,000), $65; regular members 
(income $40,000–$50,000), $75; regular members (income $50,000–$60,000), $85; regular members (in
come $60,000–$70,000), $95; regular members (income $70,000–$80,000), $105; regular members (in-
come $80,000–$100,000), $125; regular members (income $100,000–$120,000), $145; regular members 
(income $120,000–$140,000), $165; regular members (income over $140,000), $175; joint members (two 
individuals sharing the same household, who receive one subscription to PMLA but two copies of all 
other publications), add $20 to dues category of higher-income member; foreign members, same as 
regular members (use the American-dollar equivalent to ascertain the dues category). Membership ap-
plications are available on request and at the MLA Web site (http://www.mla.org/).

For libraries and other institutions, an electronic and print subscription for 2010 is $180, and it in-
cludes the electronic and print editions of Profession, the MLA’s annual journal of opinion about the 
modern language profession. An institutional subscription including a bound volume at the end of 
the year is $350, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct four percent as their fee. Claims for undelivered 
issues will be honored if they are received within six months of the publication date; thereafter the 
single-issue price will be charged. To order an institutional subscription, call or write the Member and 
Customer Services Office of the association (646 576-5166; subscrip@mla.org).

Single copies of the January, March, May, and October issues can be purchased for $12 each; the 
November (Program) issue is $35. Issues for the current year are available from the Member and Cus-
tomer Services Office of the association (646 576-5161; bookorders@mla.org).

An online archive of PMLA issues from 1884 to 2004 is available through JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org/).
Volumes up to 2000 can be obtained on microfilm from National Archive Publishing Company, 300 

North Zeeb Road, PO Box 998, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-0998 (800 420-6272; http://www.napubco.com/
umi.html).

The office of publication and editorial offices are located at 26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 
10004-1789 (646 576-5000; pmlasubmissions@mla.org).

All communications concerning membership, including change-of-address notifications, should be 
sent to the Member and Customer Services Office, MLA, 26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 10004-
1789 (646 576-5151; membership@mla.org). If a change of address also involves a change of institu-
tional affiliation or a new e-mail address, that office should be informed of this fact at the same time.

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing offices.
© 2010 by The Modern Language Association of America. All rights reserved. Printed in the United 

States of America.
MLA and the MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION are trademarks owned by the Modern Lan-

guage Association of America.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040. United States Postal Service Number 449-660.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PMLA, Member and Customer Services Office, MLA, 

26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 10004-1789.

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X


1 2 5 . 1   ]

3

 
 
Burns—Documents—PMLA (Jan 10)	 File: front_124-5_pp1.indd	 Job #: 120-10	 2/4/10–LG/DC

Publications of the  
Modern Language Association  

of America

[  Published five times a year  ]
Volumes Online

Vols. 1–119 (1884–2004), JSTOR 
Vols. 117–25 (2002–10), MLAJournals.org

Online Index
Vols. 1–125 (1884–2010)  

MLA International Bibliography

Print Indexes
Vols. 1–50, 1935; 51–60, 1945; 51–79, 1964

••
Editor 

Patricia Yaeger 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Managing Editor 
Judy Goulding

Associate Managing Editor 
Eric Wirth

Assistant Editors 
John D. Golbach, Vivian Kirklin, 

Barney Latimer
Advertising Manager and Submissions Associate 

Annabel Schneider
Administrative Assistants 

Angel M. Butts, Patrick McGinty

Editorial Board
Robert L. Caserio, 2011 

Pennsylvania State University, University Park
Lutz Koepnick, 2011 
Washington University

Lawrence D. Kritzman, 2010 
Dartmouth College

Agnes Lugo-Ortiz, 2011 
University of Chicago
Adam Potkay, 2010 

College of William and Mary
Ralph E. Rodriguez, 2010 

Brown University

Advisory Committee
Brian James Baer, 2010 
Kent State University, Kent

Rita Barnard, 2012 
University of Pennsylvania
James P. Bednarz, 2012 

Long Island University, C. W. Post Campus
Janet Beizer, 2012 
Harvard University

Nina Berman, 2010 
Ohio State University, Columbus

Don H. Bialostosky, 2011 
University of Pittsburgh

John Bishop, 2011 
University of California, Berkeley

Stephen Burt, 2012 
Harvard University

Glenda R. Carpio, 2012 
Harvard University

Jane Chance, 2012 
Rice University

(continued)

6	 A Statement of Editorial Policy

6	 Forthcoming in PMLA

7	 Features in PMLA

9	 Guest Column: Exhibition Practices 
Mieke Bal

••
Cluster on Textual Materialism

24	 Introduction: Textual Materialism 
Bill Brown

29	 The Business of Rhyming: Burma-Shave Poetry and 
Popular Culture 
Mike Chasar

48	 Vestigial Signs: Inscription, Performance, and The 
Dream of the Rood 
Seeta Chaganti

73	 Written in the Birch Bark: The Linguistic-Material 
Worldmaking of Simon Pokagon 
Jonathan Berliner

92	 Lost in Transcription: Postwar Typewriting Culture, Andy 
Warhol’s Bad Book, and the Standardization of Error 
Paul Benzon

107	 “Any Chance to Be Unrefined”: Film Narrative Modes in 
Anita Loos’s Fiction 
Brooks E. Hefner

••
theories and methodologies
Museum Studies

121	 Faith in Museums: On the Confluence of Museums and Religious 
Sites in Asia 
James Robson

129	 Museums behind the Gallery Doors 
Robert D. Aguirre

134	 Layers of Time: Industrial Ruins and Exhibitionary Temporalities 
Kerstin Barndt

Contents� January 2010

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X


[  P M L A

4

 
 
Burns—Documents—PMLA (Jan 10)	 File: front_124-5_pp1.indd	 Job #: 120-10	 2/4/10–LG/DC

142	 Owning Art after Napoléon: Destiny or Destination at the Birth of 
the Museum 
Jonah Siegel

152	 “Vertebrae on Which a Seraph Might Make Music” 
Kathryn A. Hoffmann

Visual Cultures, Literary Cultures

161	 About Time: Historical Reading, Historicity, and the Photograph 
Sara Blair

172	 In the Opium Den 
Anthony W. Lee

177	 The Politics of a Good Picture: Race, Class, and Form in Jeff Wall’s 
Mimic 
Walter Benn Michaels

185	 The Picture of Oscar Wilde 
Michael North

192	 Losing Perspective in the Age of News 
Elisa Tamarkin

little-known documents

201	 “Attended with Great Inconveniences”: Slave Literacy and the 1740 
South Carolina Negro Act 
Birgit Brander Rasmussen

criticism in translation

204	 Why Paul Celan Took Alarm 
Yves Bonnefoy 
Introduction and translation by John Felstiner

213	 Forum 
Jacqueline E. Brady, Anne Curzan, Gerald Graff, Richard M. 
Ohmann, Max Oppenheimer, Jr., Marilyn Shapiro, Raymond E. 
Skrabut, and Jeff Zorn

220	 Minutes of the MLA Executive Council

226 	 Index of Advertisers

230 	 Index of Authors Advertised

263	 Abstracts

Advisory Committee (continued)
Myriam J. A. Chancy, 2012 

University of Cincinnati
Tom Conley, 2010 
Harvard University
Stuart Day, 2012 
University of Kansas

Gaurav Desai, 2011 
Tulane University

Helen Deutsch, 2010 
University of California, Los Angeles
Robert Richmond Ellis, 2011 

Occidental College
Ana Paula Ferreira, 2010 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
María Antonia Garcés, 2011 

Cornell University
Aníbal González-Pérez, 2011 

Yale University
David J. Gorman, 2012 

Northern Illinois University
Marshall Grossman, 2011 

University of Maryland, College Park
Edward M. Gunn, 2012 

Cornell University
Susan Elizabeth Gustafson, 2010 

University of Rochester
Jacqueline Labbe, 2012 

University of Warwick
Barbara Ladd, 2011 

Emory University
Joseph Litvak, 2010 

Tufts University
Christopher Looby, 2010 

University of California, Los Angeles
Kristine Miller, 2012 

Utah State University
Haruko Momma, 2010 

New York University
Dana D. Nelson, 2010 

Vanderbilt University
Margaret Noori, 2011 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Gabriela Nouzeilles, 2011 

Princeton University
Thomas Pepper, 2010 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
Masood A. Raja, 2012 

Kent State University, Kent
Krista Ratcliffe, 2011 

Marquette University
John Paul Riquelme, 2011 

Boston University
Kenneth M. Roemer, 2010 
University of Texas, Arlington

David Román, 2010 
University of Southern California

Sylvie Romanowski, 2011 
Northwestern University

Margaret Rosenthal, 2010 
University of Southern California

Lawrence R. Schehr, 2011 
University of Illinois, Urbana

Gordon Teskey, 2011 
Harvard University

Cynthia Wall, 2012 
University of Virginia

Lynda Zwinger, 2012 
University of Arizona, Tucson

� January 2010

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S003081290014163X


1 2 5 . 1   ]

5

 
 
Burns—Documents—PMLA (Jan 10)	 File: front_124-5_pp1.indd	 Job #: 120-10	 2/4/10–LG/DC

Cover: Peter Blake, detail of On the Balcony, 

1955–57 (full image is at left). Oil on canvas, 

121 × 91 cm. Tate Gallery, London. © 2010 

Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / DACS, 

London. Photo: Tate / Art Resource, NY.

Peter Blake (1932– ) is an English painter, 

printmaker, sculptor, and designer whose best-

known work is the cover of the Beatles’ album 

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. Klaus 

Honnef writes, “Long before contemporary art 

legitimated the collecting of curios under the 

name of ‘clue-finding’ or ‘forensic art,’ Peter 

Blake showed himself to be a collector, or at 

least a painstaking registrar.” In On the Balcony, 

“[t]he character of the things depicted might 

best be described by the term ‘miscellaneous.’ 

Two-dimensional objects like paintings and 

drawings of diverse origin—but none over 

one hundred years old—are in the majority. 

These are accompanied by covers from the il-

lustrated magazines Life and Weekly Illustrated, 

a photograph of Sir Winston Churchill complete 

with waving royal family, an earlier panorama 

picture of the royal family with European rela-

tives, a packet of cigarettes, an open book, a 

third photograph, and a pennant. On the table 

at the left sit ordinary consumer goods such as a 

package of margarine, a half-full bottle of pop, 

a tin of sardines, a newspaper. . . . Every motif 

is painstakingly rendered, down to the tiniest 

detail, with photographic fidelity. Their plastic-

ity contrasts strangely with the schematically 

depicted, relatively childish faces and figures 

of the young people. Nothing in the collection 

seems extraordinary—were it not for the mas-

terpiece by Edouard Manet that crops up almost 

unnoticed at the left edge and that gave Blake’s 

picture its title: The Balcony, 1868. The artist 

has placed this superb work of art on the same 

level as the trivia of mass culture. In fact, in 

this context it becomes an integral part of this 

culture. For as its small dimensions indicate, 

the Manet is merely a copy or reproduction 

in a gilded frame. Although the relationships 

among the diverse objects remain enigmatic, 

Blake’s painting subliminally raises the issue of 

the status of the work of art in the age of its 

technical reproducibility . . .” (Pop Art [ed. Uta 

Grosenick; Köln: Taschen, 2004; print; 28]).
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