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Was communism the cause of economic failure
in the Soviet Union, or was Bolshevik policy
a response to widespread poverty and the
harsh economic conditions existing in Russia?

The experimental variable...
Communism has long been consid-
ered the key to any understanding of
the Soviet Union. Communism, it
was believed, is the experimental
variable which explains the failures
of the “‘economic experiment’” which
the Soviet Union became.

Resource Scarcity and the

Changing the variable in any
experiment is expected to change
the results, if the variable has been
correctly identified. The elimination
of communism in the Soviet Union
did change the experimental outcome,
but not in the way predicted. Rather
than a miraculous turnaround, the
Russian economy has experienced a
¥ i i ' downward spiral. Market advocates
- Jack Rarkstr have offered excuses rather than
explanations — Russian political
leadership is weak or market reforms have not been carried out. The problem may
be that communism has been incorrectly identified as the experimental variable
responsible for Russia’s problems. Resource availability may prove to be more
reliable, as a variable. Russia is a poor country and poor economic performance
may be better explained by poverty than by bad governmental policy.

A book with an explosive theory about the origins of government!!!

Shipping: U.S. — $5.00 for the first book;
P(.)verty, W?alth $2.00 for each additional copy.
chtatOI'Shlp, Democracy International — $20 for 1st book;
R $5 for each additional .
Resource Scarcity and the (Estiritate) oy
Origins of Di hi
&l ctatorship Make checks payable to: Pericles Press
By Jack Barkstrom Mail your order to:
Pericles Press
www.periclespress.com PMB # 159
8200 S. Quebec Street, Suite A-3
ISBN 0-9610224-0-X Englewood, CO 80112-3194
535 pp. Paperback $21.95 USA
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New from Cambridge

Slaves, Freedmen and Indentured
Laborers in Colonial Mauritius
Richard B. Allen

This social and economic history of the island of
Mauritius, from French colonization in 1721 to the
beginnings of modern political life in the mid-1930s,
emphasizes the importance of domestic capital for-
mation, particularly in the sugar industry. Describing
changing relationships among different elements in
the socicty, slave, free and maroon, and East Indian
indentured populations, it shows how these were
conditioned by demographic changes, world markets,
and local institutions.

African Studies Series 99

0-521-64125-X  Hardback $64.95

Modernising Lenin’s Russia
Economic Reconstruction, Foreign Trade and
the Railways

Anthony Heywood

Anthony Heywood reassesses Bolshevik attitudes
toward economic modernization and foreign eco-
nomic relations during the early Soviet period. Based
on hitherto unused Russian and Western archives,
the book examines an extraordinary decision made
in March 1920 to import vast quantities of railway
equipment in order to achieve rapid economic
modernization.

Cambridge Russian, Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies 105

An Agrarian History of
South Asia
David Ludden

David LLudden provides a comprehensive historical
framework for the understanding of regional diver-
sity of agrarian South Asia. Adopting a long-term
view, he treats South Asia not as a single civilization
territory, but as a patchwork of agrarian regions, with
their own social, cultural and political histories.
He traces these histories from medieval times to
the present.

The New Cambridge History of India IV:4
0-521-36424-8 Hardback $64.95

The Politics of Trade in

Safavid Iran

Silk for Silver, 1600-1730

Rudolph P. Matthee

This book considers the economic, social and polit-
ical importance of the silk trade in Safavid Iran. It
focuses on four aspects of this trade: the role of silk
in Iranian commercial policy. the interaction between
agents of the state and foreign merchants, the routes
along which silk was transported and, critically, the
economic and social difficulties that contributed to
the collapse of the regime in the 1720s.

Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization
0-521-64131-4  Hardback $64.95

0-521-62178-X  Hardback $69.95

Education and Economic Decline
in Britain, 1870 to the 1990s
Michael Sanderson

For many years, British scientific and technical edu-
cation has been regarded as inadequate and poor in
comparison to competing countries. The deficiencies
of the British education system and its failure to sup-
port and promote vocational education and training
to create “human capital” in the labor force have been
seen as a large factor in Britain’s economic decline
since the 1870s. Michael Sanderson examines educa-
tion’s supposed part—or not—in this decline and
focuses on those issues where education has been
seen to fail the needs of the economy.

New Studies in Economic and Social History 37
0-521-58170-2 Hardback $39.95
0-521-58842-1 Paperback $11.95

Available in bookstores or from

Now in paperback...

Big Business and the

Wealth of Nations

Alfred D. Chandler, Jr.,

Franco Amatori, and

Takashi Hikino, Editors

Written in nontechnical terms, this book explains
how the dynamics of big business have influenced
national and international economies from the
late nineteenth century, when big businesses first
appeared, to the present.

Contributors: Alfred D. Chandler, Franco Amatori,
lakashi Hikino. Geoffrey Jones, Ulrich Wengenroth,

Harm G. Schriter, Patrick Fridenson, Albert Carreras,
Xavier Tafunell, Hidemasa Morikawa, Alica H. Amsden,
Maria Inés Barbero, Andrei Yu Yudanov, Alice Tejchova,
Giovanni Dosi, William [.azonick, Mary OSullivan,
Thomas K. McCraw, Jeffrey R. Fear
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