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Creating Abundance
Biological Innovation and American Agricultural Development 

ALAN L. OLMSTEAD, University of  California, Davis

PAUL W. RHODE, University of  North Carolina, Chapel Hill

“This is an important book! It traces the stream of  biological 
innovation that over a period of  two centuries has transformed 
the technical landscape of  American agriculture. It will be the 
standard against which the next generation of  research in the 
history of  agricultural technology will be evaluated.”

–Vernon W. Ruttan, Regents Professor Emeritus, Department of Applied 
Economics and Department of Economics, University of Minnesota 

“In Creating Abundance Alan Olmstead and Paul Rhode examine an 
important, but often neglected, aspect of  American economic growth 
over the course of  several centuries. Based on extensive research in a 
large variety of  primary and secondary sources, including numerous 
state and national agricultural reports and related private documents, 
they describe in great detail the important biological developments 
influencing crop and livestock productivity. This is an original and 
superb work of  scholarship. This book should be of  interest to all 
economic historians, historians, and agricultural economists.”

–Stanley L. Engerman, John H. Munro Professor of Economics and 
Professor of History, University of Rochester 

“In an era focusing on sustainability and climate change, Creating Abundance should be required reading for 
environmentalists, economists, and policy makers, as well as for economic, environmental and technological 
historians (and their students). The culmination of  nearly two decades of  extensive, patient, and inclusive 
research, Creating Abundance combines theoretical sophistication with a supple writing style to illuminate 
both a host of  planning/policy advances and errors and the centrality of  engaged practitioners’ efforts in 
building flexible and responsive relationships with the natural world.” 

–Philip Scranton, Board of Governors Professor, History of Industry and Technology, Rutgers-Camden; 
Editor-in-Chief, Enterprise and Society

This book demonstrates that American agricultural development was far more dynamic than generally 
portrayed. In the two centuries before World War II, a stream of  biological innovations revolutionized 
the crop and livestock sectors, increasing both land and labor productivity. Biological innovations were 
essential for the movement of  agriculture onto new lands with more extreme climates, for maintaining 
production in the face of  evolving threats from pests, and for the creation of  the modern livestock sector. 
These innovations established the foundation for the subsequent Green and Genetic Revolutions. The book 
challenges the misconceptions that, before the advent of  hybrid corn, American farmers single-mindedly 
invested in laborsaving mechanical technologies and that biological technologies were static.

$85.00: 978-0-521-85711-6: Hb: 480 pp
$24.99: 978-0-521-67387-7: Pb
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