STABILITY AND POLITICIZATION IN CLIMATE
GOVERNANCE

Tackling climate change requires long-term commitment to action, yet an array of
influential parties with vested interests stand opposed to this. How best to engage and
balance these positions for positive change is of increasing concern for advocates and
policymakers. Exploring a discord within climate change policy and politics, this insightful
volume critically examines the competing assumptions and arguments underpinning
political “stability” versus “re/politicization” as a means of securing effective, long-term
climate action. A range of cases exemplify the different political systems and power
structures that underpin this antagonism, spanning geographical approaches, examples
of nongovernmental action, and key industries in the global economy. Authored by an
international team of scholars, this book will be of interest to researchers of local, national,
and international legislation, specialists on climate governance policy, and other scholars
involved in climate action. This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

PAUL TOBIN is Associate Professor in Politics at the University of Manchester.
He specializes in the politics and public policy of climate change, often within
Europe. Paul has coedited two previous edited volumes, and two special issues, on
environmental politics.

MATTHEW PATERSON is Professor of International Politics and Director of the
Sustainable Consumption Institute at the University of Manchester. His research
focuses on the political economy, global governance, and cultural politics of
climate change. His latest book is In Search of Climate Politics (Cambridge
University Press, 2021).

STACY D. VANDEVEER is Professor of Global Governance and Human Security in
the John W. McCormack School of Policy and Global Studies at the University of
Massachusetts Boston. He was 2023-24 Zennstrom Visiting Professor of Climate
Leadership at Uppsala University and is a coeditor of The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Environmental Politics (Oxford University Press, 2023).

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Published online by Cambridge University Press



STABILITY AND POLITICIZATION IN
CLIMATE GOVERNANCE

Edited by

PAUL TOBIN

University of Manchester

MATTHEW PATERSON

University of Manchester

STACY D. VANDEVEER

University of Massachusetts Boston

BB CAMBRIDGE

Q'Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

Published online by Cambridge University Press



CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009352451

DOI: 10.1017/9781009352444
© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative Commons
version the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009352444 under a Creative
Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution and reproduction
in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit to the original work
is given. You may not distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this
license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009352444
First published 2025
Cover image: Jeanne Rundell
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Tobin, Paul (Lecturer in politics), editor. | Paterson, Matthew, 1967— editor. |
VanDeveer, Stacy D., editor.
Title: Stability and politicization in climate governance / edited by Paul Tobin,
Matthew Paterson, Stacy D. VanDeveer.
Description: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2025. |
Includes bibliographical references.

Identifiers: LCCN 2024058126 | ISBN 9781009352451 (hardback) | ISBN 9781009352444 (ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: Climatic changes — Government policy. | Climatic changes — Political aspects.
Classification: LCC QC903 .S72 2025 | DDC 363.7/0561-dc23/eng/20250314
LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2024058126

ISBN 978-1-009-35245-1 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

Published online by Cambridge University Press


http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009352451
https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009352444
https://dx.doi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781009352444
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009352444
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024058126

