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INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Manuscripts must be submitted at www.editorialmanager.com/prj.

The Editors may be contacted at PandRjournal@uic.edu.

Scope

Politics and Religion is an international journal publishing high quality peer-

reviewed research on the multifaceted relationship between religion and politics

around the world. The scope of published work is intentionally broad and we

invite innovative work from all methodological approaches in the major subfields

of political science, including international relations, American politics, compara-

tive politics, and political theory, that seeks to improve our understanding of reli-

gion’s role in some aspect of world politics. The Editors invite normative and

empirical investigations of the public representation of religion, the religious and

political institutions that shape religious presence in the public square, political

theological debates, and the role of religion in shaping citizenship, broadly con-

sidered, as well as pieces that attempt to advance our methodological tools for

examining religious influence in political life.

Format

The Journal considers two kinds of manuscript submissions:

Articles. Articles provide original research addressing any of the topics suggested in

the journal’s Scope. They should be about 9,000 words in length, including notes

and references, but not tables and figures. Appendices may be placed on a

website for publication in order to conform to word count limits, but must be

included for review.

Notes. These are problem-driven research manuscripts that address timely political

issues, replicate existing research, and/or report null findings. Notes should be about

4,500 words in length, including notes and references, but not tables and figures.

Appendices may be placed on a website for publication in order to conform to

word count limits, but must be included for review.

Manuscript Preparation

1. Manuscripts (including notes and references) must be double-spaced, with one-

inch margins and 12-point font (preferably Times New Roman or Garamond).

The Journal accepts files in Microsoft Word.
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2. The Editors encourage authors to write in a concise manner, avoiding unnecess-

ary jargon and overly complex sentence constructions. The goal in academic

writing is effective and efficient communication. In that spirit, parsimony is

a virtue. Authors should use gender-neutral language where appropriate.

3. The author must submit a title page file with his or her full contact information

(including email address, telephone number and institutional affiliation), an

abstract of about 150 words, and a statement acknowledging outside funding

and indicating where replication data will be made available (should the

author choose to make it available). Separately, the author must submit the

manuscript file with all identifying information removed. The manuscript file

should begin with the text of the paper, not with a title and abstract.

4. Authors should indicate where tables or figures should be placed in the text;

tables and figures should be referenced in the first paragraph following place-

ment indication. They should be numbered consecutively and included on sep-

arate pages appearing after the reference section. Figures should be ready for

photographic reproduction. Charts, graphs, or other artwork should be profes-

sionally rendered or computer generated. Photographs should be clearly

printed and should remain legible after a 50% reduction.

5. References and notes should conform to the APSA Style Manual. Authors

should include full volume, issue, and page numbers for article references

and page numbers for book chapters. Authors’ acknowledgments or other per-

sonal notes will appear as an unnumbered note at the foot of the first page.

6. Self-citations should be omitted where their inclusion would likely signal the

author’s identity, such as the citation of a conference paper or dissertation.

Authors may include the following parenthetical notation in the text in place

of the normal citation: (self-citation omitted).

7. Endnotes for content (not references) should be used rather than footnotes and

employed sparingly. Notes should be numbered consecutively throughout the

manuscript.

8. Where possible, authors must provide full citations for datasets.

Ethics, Transparency, and Conflicts

The Editors will not submit articles or notes, either as authors or co-authors, to

Politics and Religion during their term of service. A member of the Editorial

Board will manage submissions from students and faculty at the Editors’ home
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departments. Members of the Editorial Board and the Book Review Editor may

submit articles or notes for peer review during their terms of service.

The Editors take academic integrity very seriously. Accepted manuscripts will be

checked for plagiarism. Depending on the gravity of the irregularity, submissions

containing redundancies, copyrighted material, or lacking sufficient citation to

outside scholarship or data may be returned to the author for clarification or

rejected. Additional actions are possible.

The Editors affirm the importance of data transparency in evidence-based political

science research. Authors are required to clearly specify their analytical techniques

and outside sources of funding and encouraged to make their data publically avail-

able at the time of publication. The Editors understand, however, that the latter may

not be possible or ethical, to the degree that data are proprietary, sensitive, or newly

collected. Authors using publically available data should provide a DOI citation

where possible.

Use of Color

Charges apply for all color figures that appear in the print version of the journal. At

the time of submission, contributors should clearly state whether their figures

should appear in color in the online version only, or whether they should appear

in color online and in the print version. There is no charge for including color

figures in the online version of the Journal but it must be clear that color is

needed to enhance the meaning of the figure, rather than simply being for aesthetic

purposes. If you request color figures in the printed version, you will be contacted

by CCC-Rightslink who are acting on our behalf to collect Author Charges. Please

follow their instructions in order to avoid any delay in the publication of your

article.

Originality and Copyright

Papers with multiple authors are reviewed with the assumption that all authors

concur with its submission. A Copyright Transfer Agreement, with certain specified

rights reserved by the author, must be signed and returned to the Editor by senior

authors of accepted manuscripts, prior to publication. Politics and Religion does

not accept manuscripts for review that are under review elsewhere, previously pub-

lished, or already committed for publication.
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