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Notes and News

Deatsche Afrika-Gesellschaft: Symposium on the Present Position and Future Tasks
of British African Studies

A sympostuM on the present position and future tasks of British African Studies was held
in Cologne on 18 and 19 June, under the auspices of the Deutsche Afrika-Gesellschaft.
Professor W. Manshard of the University of Giessen and Professor Daryll Forde, Director
of the International African Institute, served as the chairmen of the meeting. Papers on a
wide variety of topics were read and discussed during the sessions which were attended by
over a hundred participants from many German universities and other institutions.

The chairmen and speakers at the several sections of the symposium were as follows:

Soil Science: Professor Dr. W. Kubiena, Hamburg-Reinbek; Professor E. W. Russell,
Reading.

Botany: Professor Dr. H. Walter, Stuttgart-Hohenheim; Dr. J. P. M. Brennan, Kew.

Geography: Professor Dr. W. Manshard, Giessen; Professor R. W. Steel, Liverpool.

Agriculture: Professor Dr. H. Wilbrandt, Gottingen; Mr. R. J. M. Swynnerton, London.

Veterinary Medicine: Dr. Dr. h. c. R. Wetzel, Giessen; Professor A. Robettson, Roslin.

Human Medicine: Professor D. H. Vogel, Hamburg; Professor A. W. Woodruff,
London.

Economics: Professor Dr. Dr. h. c. Stucken, Erlangen; Dr. D. Rimmer, Birmingham.

African History: Professor Dr. R. v. Albertini, Heidelberg; Professor J. D. Fage, Birming-
ham.

Social Anthropology: Professor D. Forde, London; Professor K. L. Little, Edinburgh.

Linguistics: Professor Dr. J. Lukas, Hamburg; Professor A. N. Tucker, London.

Religious Studies: Professor Dr. E. Dammann, Marburg; Dr. R. G. Lienhardt, Oxford.

African Law: Professor Dr. Hifelin, Ziirich; Professor A. N. Allott, London.

Political Science: Doz. Dr. F. Ansprenger, Betlin; Dr. S. K. Panter-Brick, London.

The papers presented at the symposium are being prepared for early publication, with
short introductions contributed by the chairmen of the respective sections.

Methods and Objects of Urban Research in Africa

A coNFERENCE on Methods and Objectives of Urban Research in Africa, sponsored by the
Joint Committee on African Studies of the American Council of Learned Societies and
Social Science Research Council, was held on 1-3 April at airlie House in Warrenton,
Vitginia. Its purpose was to stimulate American inter-disciplinary interest in African urban
phenomena.

The sessions were devoted to discussion of pre-circulated papers on relevant research
work by participants. Areas of concurrence of disciplinary interest were high-lighted,
expetrience with various methodologies was communicated, and research horizons broadened.
Papers prepared for the sessions included: ¢ Comparative Analysis of Processes of Moderniza-
tion ’, by Daniel Lerner; ¢ Motives and Methods: Reflections on a Study in Lagos’, by
Peter Marris; € Urban Father—Child Relationships: an Exploration of Yoruba Culture
Change’, by Robert LeVine (Co-Authors, Nancy McGowen and Constance Rae Fries);
¢ Utbanization, Type of Descent and Child-Rearing Practices *, by Remi Clignet; ¢ Optimum-
Size City Theory and Africa >, by Joseph Spengler; ¢ Urbanization and Economic Growth:
the Case of T'wo Settler Communities in Africa ’, by William Barber; © Migration Status in
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Accra, Ghana’, by Dennis McElrath; ‘ Bureaucracy and Utban Symbol Systems’, by
Lionel Tiger; ¢ Groups in Ibadan ’, by Geotge Jenkins; ¢ The Political Structure of Urban
Centered African Communities ’, by William Hanna (Co-Author, Judith Hanna); ‘ Kam-
pala-Mengo ’, by Aidan Southall; ¢ Migrancy and Urbanization in a Central African Town
[Gwelo] ’, by William Schwab; ¢ Structural Discontinuities in Aftican Towns: Some Aspects
of Racial Pluralism >, by Leo Kuper.

The conference was organized by Horace Miner, who is preparing the papers and results
of the sessions for publication.

Conference at Berkeley on Changing Institutions in Africa

A CcoNFERENCE was held at Berkeley on 17-19 June on Changing Institutions in Africa:
Theory and Application. The conference was sponsored by the Institute of International
Studies, University of California, Berkeley, and was convened by Ethel Albert and David
Brokensha of the Committee for African Studies. Participants, who came from many
disciplines, presented the following papers:

Thayer Scudder (California Institute of Technology). Social Anthropology and Rural
Development: The Need for New Types of Research and Rapid Survey Techniques.

David Brokensha (UC, Berkeley). Applied Anthroplogy in Anglophone Africa, 1953-64.

Aidan Southall (Syracuse). Urbanization in East Africa: A Case Study.

Edgar Winans (UC, Riverside). Ecology and African Ethnology.

Ethel M. Albert (UC, Berkeley). Traditional Values and Culture Change.

Leslie J. Rubin (Howard). Ghana 1957-64: A Study in Constitutional Change.

Philip J. Foster (Chicago). Problems of Primary and Secondary Education in Africa.

Lincoln R. Page (US Geological Survey). Economic Development and the Earth Sciences.

John M. Letiche (UC, Berkeley). The New Role of Banking and International Trade in
African Economic Development.

Dorothea Leighton (Cornell). Definite Mild Psychiatric Disorder: An Index of Social
Stress Points.

Robert P. Armstrong (Northwestern). Publishing in Nigeria: A Cultural View.

This was the second interdisciplinary conference organized by the Committee for African
Studies at Berkeley. The first conference, held in June 1964, was on the theme of ‘Ecology
and Economic Development in Africa’; the participants came from both the natural and
the social sciences. It is hoped that the papers of both conferences will shortly be published.

The West African Linguistic Society

THE West African Linguistic Society came into being at the Fifth Congress of West African

Languages, held in the University of Ghana between 5 and 10 April 1965. At the founding

meeting on 9 April a Constitution for the Society was formally agreed and a Council elected.
The Aims of the Society, as stated in Article 2 of the Constitution, are as follows:

(i) to offer membership to and ensure permanent contact among all who are engaged
in the scholarly study of the languages of West Africa, their literatures, and any other
linguistic aspects of the area;

(ii) to initiate, encourage, and support scholarly research in this field, both for scientific
purposes and to assist African nations with the linguistic aspects of their educational
and social development;

(iii) to organize such regular meetings, conferences, or congresses as may be thought
desirable from time to time, and at least once a year if possible;
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