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from Lyman Alpha Blobs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
F. A. Battaia, Y. Yang, J. F. Hennawi, Y. Matsuda, T. Yamada &
T. Hayashino

The physical conditions and oxygen and nitrogen abundance of 36 SBS galaxies
from the SDSS DR7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
M. V. Gyulzadyan & V. Z. Adibekyan

Complex Investigation of SBS Galaxies in Seven Selected Fields. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
S. Hakopian

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743921314003056 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743921314003056


vi Contents

Luminosity-Distances of IUE observed Active Galaxies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
V. H. Doddamani & P. Vedavathi

New Spectral Observations of the Variable Galaxy Kaz 163 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
E. L. Karapetyan

Revised activity types for Markarian galaxies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
A. M. Mickaelian, H. V. Abrahamyan, G. S. Harutyunyan &
G. M. Paronyan

Section 2: AGN from IR/submm surveys: 2MASS, IRAS, ISO,
AKARI, SCUBA, SST, WISE, Herschel

Obscured AGN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
A. Barger

A mid-infrared exploration of the dusty environments of active galactic nuclei . . 44
A. Alonso-Herrero

Obscured quasars at high redshift in the UKIDSS Ultra Deep Survey . . . . . . . . . 48
I. Botti, O. Almaini, W. Hartley, A. Mortlock & P. Lira

AGN and Star Formation in HerMES-IRS sources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
A. Feltre, E. Hatziminaoglou, A. Hernán-Caballero, J. F. A. Franceschini &
HerMES

AGN torus properties with WISE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
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Preface

The IAU Symposium #304 “Multiwavelength AGN Surveys and Studies”
took place in Yerevan, Armenia on 7-11 October 2013. It was the largest symposium
ever held in Armenia both by the number of its participants and represented countries
and its international significance. The International Astronomical Union (IAU), National
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia (NAS RA), Byurakan Astrophysical
Observatory (BAO) and the Armenian Astronomical Society (ArAS) were the organizers.
The scientific sessions were held at the main Conference hall of NAS RA.

The Symposium was dedicated to B. E. Markarian’s 100th anniversary. Beniamin
Markarian (1913-1985, http://markarian.aras.am/) was the first to conduct and accom-
plish a large-area (17,000 deg2) spectroscopic survey to search for active galaxies. Markar-
ian survey is until now the largest objective-prism spectroscopic survey, it was the first
systematic search for active galaxies using a new method of UV-excess, it resulted in the
discovery of 1515 UVX galaxies (Markarian galaxies), including many AGN and Star-
bursts (SB), the first classification of Seyferts into Sy1 and Sy2, and the definition of
Starburst galaxies.

The symposium subject “Multiwavelength AGN surveys and studies” in-
cluded all surveys from historical to recent ground-based and space ones, future projects,
the unification and other models of AGN, accretion modes, the structure of nearby AGN,
AGN feedback in galaxies and clusters, host galaxies and the AGN environments, binary
AGN and merging Super-Massive Black Holes (SMBH), unique AGN, variability and
the phenomena of activity. AGN surveys are the source for the most interesting objects
in the extragalactic Universe: QSOs, Seyfert galaxies, blazars, radio galaxies, LINERs,
etc. They are important for understanding the variety of extragalactic sources and their
interrelationship, as well as understanding the evolution of the Universe. Recent ground-
based and space missions give vast amount of new multiwavelength (MW) data, which
are being put together to discover many new AGN. Virtual Observatories (VOs) help in
accomplishment of complex research programs using all these data. A combined study
of these data also gives the overall picture of the AGN and answers some of the most
important questions:
• understanding the possible evolutionary and/or physical connection between the

different classes of AGN, i.e. their consistency with the unification model,
• the relation of AGN to their host galaxies,
• understanding the true fraction of heavily obscured AGN in order to determine the

true AGN luminosity function and its variation with redshift.

The scientific topics of the symposium were presented by the following 10 sessions
(each of them typically lasted half a day):
• Historical surveys: spectral and colorimetric surveys for AGN, surveys for UV-excess

galaxies
• AGN from IR/submm surveys: 2MASS, IRAS, ISO, AKARI, SCUBA, SST, WISE,

Herschel
• AGN from radio/mm surveys: NVSS, FIRST, ALMA, Planck, and others
• AGN from X-ray/gamma-ray surveys: ROSAT, ASCA, BeppoSAX, Chandra, XMM,

INTEGRAL, Fermi, HESS, MAGIC, VERITAS, NuSTAR
• Multiwavelength AGN surveys, AGN statistics and cross-correlation of multiwave-

length surveys
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• Unification and other models of AGN, accretion modes, understanding of the struc-
ture of nearby AGN from IFUs on VLT and other telescopes
• AGN feedback in galaxies and clusters, AGN host galaxies and the AGN environ-

ments
• Binary AGN and Merging Super-Massive Black Holes
• Study of unique AGNN, AGN variability and the Phenomena of Activity
• Future large projects

There was a representative SOC of 18 members from 10 countries: Felix Aharonian
(Ireland/Germany, Co-chair), Roger Blandford (USA), George Djorgovski (USA), Mal-
colm Longair (UK), Laura Maraschi (Italy), Enrico Massaro (Italy), Areg Mickaelian
(Armenia, Co-chair), Felix Mirabel (France/Argentina), Ray Norris (Australia), Paolo
Padovani (Germany), Bradley Peterson (USA), Elaine Sadler (Australia), David Sanders
(USA, Co-chair), Helene Sol (France), Tadayuki Takahashi (Japan), Yervant Terzian
(USA), Megan Urry (USA), Lutz Wisotzki (Germany).

Altogether, 128 astronomers from 26 countries attended the meeting . In addition,
together with the SOC members there were 141 official participants representing 28
countries, including also Argentina and Ireland. The list of all represented countries with
the number of participants: Argentina (1), Armenia (18), Australia (4), Canada (2), Chile
(1), China (4), Colombia (2), Denmark (1), France (4), Germany (19), Greece (2), India
(3), Iran (1), Ireland (1), Israel (1), Italy (11), Japan (4), Mexico (3), Netherlands (2),
Poland (1), Russia (4), South Africa (1), South Korea (1), Spain (7), Switzerland (1),
UK (6), Ukraine (4), USA (32). (http://iaus304.aras.am/participants.html)

The scientific program consisted of 28 invited and 51 contributed talks and 60
posters. A few invited reviews were given at the beginning of each session followed by a
few more contributed talks. Poster sessions included posters on various matters related
to AGN surveys and studies. A number of outstanding scientists were invited to give
review talks, including the SOC members. (http://iaus304.aras.am/program.html)

A number of excellent review talks were given on various topics of AGN and many
new excellent results were presented. Among them, one could mention the ones by Zeljko
Ivezic on Optical selection of quasars and AGNs: SDSS and LSST, by Amy Barger on
Obscured AGN, by Bob Becker on A Massive Sample of Radio Spectral Indices for
AGN in the JVLA FIRST Survey, by Cristian Vignali on Obscured accretion from AGN
surveys, by Marcello Giroletti on VLBI observations: the closest look at the cores of
AGN, by Helene Sol on Very High Energy gamma-rays from blazars, by Yoshihiro Ueda
on Evolution of X-ray Selected AGNs, by Luigi Spinoglio on AGN surveys to study
galaxy evolution along cosmic times, by Nick Scoville on Large Scale Structure and AGN
from COSMOS, by Lisa Kewley on Photoionization, line emission diagnostics, by Sylvain
Veilleux on Powerful Molecular Outflows in Nearby Active Galaxies, by Joe Mazzarella
on AGN and Starbursts in Dusty Galaxy Mergers: Insights from the GOALS Survey,
and others. A number of outstanding contributed talks were presented, such as by Amy
Reines on Dwarf Galaxies with Optical Signatures of Accreting Massive Black Holes, by
Hartmut Winkler on A spectral re-examination of the Markarian AGN, by Ismael Botti on
Obscured quasars at high redshift in the UKIDSS Ultra-Deep Survey, by Susan Ridgway
on The Luminosity Function of Obscured and Unobscured Quasars from a MIR Selected
Survey, by Megan Gralla on AGN in the Atacama Cosmology Telescope Survey Data, by
Elizabeth Mahony on Unveiling the high-frequency radio galaxy population, by Gabriele
Giovannini on Radio and Gamma-ray emission in nearby BL Lacs, Giulia Migliori on
Young Radio Sources in the High Energy Band, by Amy Kimball on Identifying the
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Most Luminous QSOs in the Universe from Multiwavelength Sky Surveys, by Angela
Bongiorno on Accreting SMBH in the COSMOS field and the connection to their host
galaxy, by Laura Trouille on Identifying Obscured AGN: X-ray and Optical Spectral
Properties, Sarah Gallagher on The Persistence of Winds in Quasars, and others. A
general review of all contributions was given in the Summary Talk by David Sanders.

At the end, a general discussion was organized by the SOC co-chairs David Sanders
and Areg Mickaelian. The Symposium provided a good opportunity to further discuss a
strategy, based on acquired experience, for planning future surveys, and to coordinate
follow-up observations with the new large ground-based and space telescopes.

This symposium was especially rich with social events, including the main touris-
tic attractions of Armenia: Welcome Reception at Ani Plaza hotel, weekend excursions
(Yerevan City Tour; Garni temple and Geghard monastery; Lake Sevan and the biggest
cross-stones collection at Noradus; Khor Virap monastery, Noravank church and the
ancient observatory Karahunge), evening visits to the museum of ancient manuscripts
Matenadaran, Armenian religious center Ejmiatsin Cathedral and its Museum, sym-
phonic concert at Yerevan State Opera House, visit to BAO and social dinner with
Armenian national songs and dances, and Meeting Banquet with horse riding for the
guests. In addition, the Ambassadors of UK and India in Armenia invited participants
from their countries for receptions at their residences.

The Local Organizing Committee (LOC) consisted mainly of young BAO sci-
entists. In addition, some 30 students made up the LOC Supporting Teams, who were
ready to assist the participants with any practical matters. They have been selected
from Yerevan State University (YSU) Departments of Physics, Radiophysics, Romance
and Germanic Philology, International Relations, and Journalism, Yerevan State Lin-
guistic University (YSLU) and Armenian Tourism Institute (ATI). LOC Supporting
Teams were responsible for arrivals and departures, local transportation, accommoda-
tion, registration, meeting hall and poster area, Internet, lunches and coffee/tea breaks,
social events, mass media and PR.

The IAU Symposium #304 was the 6th IAU meeting held in Armenia. The previous
5 meetings were: IAU S29 in 1966 (“Non-Stable Phenomena in Galaxies”), IAU S121
in 1986 (“Observational Evidence of Activity in Galaxies”), IAU S137 in 1989 (“Flare
Stars in Star Clusters, Associations and Solar Vicinity”), IAU S194 in 1998 (“Activ-
ity in Galaxies and Related Phenomena”), and IAU C184 in 2001 (“AGN Surveys”).
Moreover, one of the regular Byurakan International Summer Schools (BISS) in 2010
was combined with the 32nd IAU International School for Young Astronomers (ISYA).
(http://www.aras.am/Meetings/meetingsIAU.html)

We acknowledge all organizations and sponsors supporting the meeting (see the list
of organizers and sponsors). We would like to thank all participants of the meeting and
contributors to this volume, SOC members for their important work on setting up the
program of the meeting, LOC and LOC supporting team members for their efforts to
make the symposium successful. We also thank Sona Farmanyan for her help in editing
and preparation of this book.

Editors

Areg Mickaelian and David Sanders

May, 2014
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ism, Yerevan State Linguistic University (YSLU) and Armenian Tourism Insti-
tute (ATI). LOC Supporting Teams were responsible for arrivals and departures,
local transportation, accommodation, registration, meeting hall and poster area,
Internet, lunches and coffee/tea breaks, social events, mass media and PR.

Sponsors

International Astronomical Union (IAU)
State Committee for Science (SCS) of Armenia
National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia (NAS RA)
Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO)
Armenian Astronomical Society (ArAS)
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
Unicomp
“Antares” Media Holding
EditPrint publishing house
Embassy of Italy in Yerevan
British Embassy in Yerevan
Matenadaran

Information Sponsors

Armenpress
ArmNews TV
ATV
Aravot Newspaper
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Surname, first name Affiliation Country
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Felix Aharonian DIAS, Dublin / MPK, Heidelberg Ireland
Almudena Alonso Instituto de Fisica de Cantabria, Santander Spain
Liliana Altamirano Inst. de Astron. - Univ. Autonoma Nacional de Mexico Mexico
Arthur Amirkhanian Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Nora Andreasian Thomas Research Institute USA
Ruben Andreasyan Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Levon Aramyan Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Fabrizio Arrigoni MPIA, Heidelberg Germany
Tigran Arshakian University of Cologne Germany
Norayr Asatrian Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Daniel Asmus Max-Planck-Institut fur Radioastronomie Germany
Ranieri Baldi SISSA Italy Italy
Eduardo Banados Max Planck Institute for Astronomy Germany
Amy Barger University of Wisconsin - Madison USA
Bob Becker Dept. of Physics, Univ. of California Davis (UC Davis) USA
Roger Blandford Department of Physics, Stanford University USA
Dmitry Blinov University of Crete Greece
Rozenn Boissay University of Geneva - Department of Astronomy Switzerland
Angela Bongiorno INAF - Observatory of Rome Italy
Margherita Bonzini European Southern Observatory (ESO), Garching Germany
Eugenio Bottacini Stanford University USA
Ismael Botti School of Physics & Astronomy, University of Nottingham UK
Murray Brightman Max-Planck-Institut fur Extraterrestrische Physik, Garching Germany
Gabriela Calistro Max Planck Institute for Astronomy Germany
Daniel M. Capellupo Tel Aviv University Israel
Angel Castro Inst. de Astron. - Univ. Nacional Autonoma de Mexico Mexico
Chien-Ting Chen Dartmouth College USA
Kate Chow CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science, Epping Australia
Amalia Corral Natl. Obs. of Athens / Inst. for Astron., Astrophysics Greece
Raffaele D’Abrusco Harvard Smithsonian Center for Astrophysic (CFA), Harvard USA
Filippo D’Ammando INAF-IRA Bologna Italy
Richard Davies Max-Planck-Institut fur Extraterrestrische Physik, Garching Germany
Agnese Del Moro Durham University UK
George Djorgovski California Institute of Technology (Caltech), Pasadena USA
Vijay Doddamani Department of Physics, Bangalore University India
Guillaume Drouart Institut d’Astrophysique de Paris France
Anahit Egikian Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Lidia Erastova Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Pilar Esquej Centro de Astrobiologia Spain
Junhui Fan CfA, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou China
Anna Feltre European Southern Observatory (ESO), Garching Germany
Sarah Gallagher University of Western Ontairo Canada
Gabriele Giovannini Department of Physics and Astronomy, Bologna University Italy
Marcello Giroletti Istituto di Radioastronomia (IRA) INAF Italy
Megan Gralla Johns Hopkins University USA
Marietta Gyulzadyan Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Kazuhiro Hada INAF - Istituto di Radioastronomia Italy
Susanna Hakopian Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Chris Harrison Durham University UK
Haik Harutyunian Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Gohar Harutyunyan Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Joe Hennawi Max-Planck-Institut fur Astronomie (MPIA), Heidelberg Germany
Allison Hill University of Western Ontario Canada
Yasuko S. Honda Kinki University Technical College Japan
Cao Hongmin Shanghai astron. observatory, Chinese academy of sciences China
Martik Hovhanissyan Institute of Applied Problems of Physics, Yerevan Armenia
Zeljko Ivezic University of Washington, Seattle USA
Stephanie Juneau CEA - Saclay France
Emilya Karapetyan Yerevan State University (YSU) Armenia
Marios Karouzos Seoul National University South Korea
Lisa Kewley Institute for Astronomy (IFA), University of Hawaii USA
Minjin Kim Carnegie Observatories USA
Amy Kimball CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science Australia
Jun Yi Koay Dark Cosmology Centre, University of Copenhagen Denmark
Alexander Kolodzig Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics Germany

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743921314003056 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1743921314003056


Participants xxvii

Yuri Kovalev Astro Space Centre of Lebedev Physical Inst. of Russian AS Russia
Mirko Krumpe European Southern Observatory (ESO), Garching Germany
Nancy Levenson Gemini Observatory USA
Xiang Liu Xinjiang Astronomical Observatory, CAS China
Malcolm Longair Cambridge University UK
Elizabeth Mahony ASTRON, Institute for Radio Astronomy Netherlands
Laura Maraschi Osservatorio Astron. di Brera, INAF Milan Italy
Josefa Masegosa IAA-CSIC, Granada Spain
Rachel Mason Gemini Observatory USA
Enrico Massaro Sapienza Universita di Roma Italy
Francesco Massaro Stanford University USA
Silvia Mateos Instituto de Fisica de Cantabria (CSIC-UC) Spain
Joe Mazzarella IPAC, Caltech, Pasadena USA
Sean McGraw Ohio University USA
Rosalie McGurk Univ. of California Santa Cruz, Dep. of Astron. and Astrophys. USA
Mar Mezcua Instituto de Astrofisica de Canarias Spain
Areg Mickaelian Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Giulia Migliori Harvard Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics USA
Beatriz Mingo University of Leicester UK
Felix Mirabel Centre d’Etudes Atomiques de Saclay, CEA / CONICET Argentina
Halime Miraghaei Sharif University of Technology Iran
Alla Miroshnichenko Institute of Radio Astronomy of NASU, Kharkov Ukraine
Takamitsu Miya ji Inst. de Astron., Univ. Nacional Autonoma de Mexico Mexico
Tigran Nazaryan Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Andrzej Niedzwiecki University of Lodz, Department of Astrophysics Poland
Robert Nikutta Univ. Andres Bello, Dep. de Ciencias Fisicas, Santiago Chile
Ray Norris CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science, Epping Australia
Gabriel Ohanian Byurakan Astrophisical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Paolo Padovani European Southern Observatory (ESO), Garching Germany
Gurgen Paronyan Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO) Armenia
Bradley Peterson Department of Astronomy, Ohio State University USA
Vahe Petrosian Department of Physics, Stanford University USA
Jana Polednikova Instituto de Astrofisica de Canarias, La Laguna Spain
Vedavathi Prabhakar Department of Physics, Bangalore University, Karnataka State India
Tapio Pursimo Nordic Optical Telescope Spain
Sandra Raimundo SISSA, Trieste Italy
Amy Reines National Radio Astronomy Observatory USA
Claudio Ricci Department of Astronomy, Kyoto University Japan
Susan Ridgway National Optical Astronomical Observatories (NOAO) USA
Ana Maria Rodriguez Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogota Colombia
Manolis Rovilos Durham University UK
Elaine Sadler School of Physics, University of Sydney Australia
Sheetal Kumar Sahu Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University Raipur India
Mara Salvato MPE / High Energy Department Germany
David Sanders Institute for Astronomy (IFA), University of Hawaii USA
Vicky Sara jedini Department of Astronomy at the University of Florida (UFL) USA
Nick Scoville California Institute of Technology (Caltech), Pasadena USA
Sergey Sergeev Kiev National University, Crimean Astrophysical Observatory Ukraine
Li Shao Max-Planck-Institute for Astrophysics Germany
Jack Singal University of Richmond USA
Robert Singh Max Planck Institute for Astronomy Germany
Helene Sol Observatoire de Paris-Meudon (OBSPM) France
Luigi Spinoglio Ist. di Astrofisica e Planetologia Spaziali, INAF, Roma Italy
Grazyna Stasinska LUT, Observatoire de Paris-Meudon France
Daniel Stern California Institute of Technology USA
Tadayuki Takahashi Institute of Space and Astronautical Science (ISAS), JAXA Japan
Yervant Terzian Cornell University, Ithaca, NY USA
Olena Torbaniuk Natl Univ. of Kyiv, Main Astron. Obs. of NAS Ukraine
Ezequiel Treister Dep. de Astronomia, Universidad de Conception Chile
Grant Tremblay European Southern Observatory Germany
Ivan Troitskiy Saint Petersburg State University Russia
Laura Trouille Northwestern University, Evanston USA
Anatoliy Tugay Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv Ukraine
Yoshihiro Ueda Department of Astronomy, Kyoto University Japan
Megan Urry Department of Astronomy, Yale University USA
Monica Valencia-S. University of Cologne, I. Physikalisches Institut, Koeln Germany
Sylvain Veilleux Department of Astronomy: University of Maryland (UMD) USA
Rafael Camilo Vera Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogota Colombia
Cristian Vignali Dipartimento di Fisica e Astronomia, Universita di Bologna Italy
Wendy Williams Leiden Observatory, Leiden Netherlands
Hartmut Winkler University of Johannesburg South Africa
Lutz Wisotzki Leibniz-Institut-fur-Astrophysik (AIP), Potsdam Germany
Anatoly Zasov Moscow State University, Sternberg Astron. Institute Russia
Ming Zhang Xinjiang Astronomical Observatory (XAO), CAS China
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xxviii

Dedication

Very few astronomers with their contribution in the observational astronomy can be
compared with Beniamin Markarian. After the distinguished scientist Viktor Ambart-
sumian he is very likely the greatest person of Armenian astronomy. His survey and
Markarian galaxies are known to each astronomer. So far many astronomers and world
observatories work on investigations of Markarian galaxies.

The meeting was dedicated to the 100th anniversary of Beniamin Markarian and we
dedicate this volume to his memory.

Beniamin Markarian (1913–1985) was one of the greatest observing astronomers of
the 20th century. He was the author of the famous Byurakan surveys (First Byurakan
Survey, FBS or Markarian survey and Second Byurakan Survey, SBS) and the discoverer
of ∼1500 UV-excess galaxies (Markarian galaxies).

Markarian was born on November 29, 1913 in Shulaver (at present Shahumyan) of
the district of Marnueli in Georgia. In 1933 he entered and in 1938 with a diploma of
excellence graduated from the faculty of Physics-Mathematics of Yerevan State University
(YSU). In 1938–1941 he worked as a senior lecturer of higher mathematics at Yerevan
Pedagogical Institute. In 1939 Markarian entered the post-graduate fellowship of the
Armenian branch of the USSR Academy of Sciences by the specialty of astrophysics and
went to Leningrad University. But his studies were interrupted by World War II and
in 1941 after returning to Armenia he was called up to the Army. After the Army he
was a senior researcher at the Yerevan Astronomical Observatory (1942–1946). In May
1944 under the academician Viktor Ambartsumians supervision Markarian successfully
defended his candidate thesis on a subject “The fluctuations observed in the visible
distribution of stars and the cosmic absorption”. Since 1946 (since the day of foundation)
he was a senior researcher at the Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory (BAO), in fact
being one of its founders. Markarian actively participated in the selection of the site of the
new observatory, which needed serious work for further effective observations. Markarian
personally mounted and put almost all telescopes of the Byurakan Observatory into
operation, thus making basis for the development of observational astronomy in Armenia.

In 1953–1956 Markarian worked as a deputy director on science of BAO. He was
appointed as the Head of the Department of Investigation of Stars from 1957 to 1962,
then of the Department of Galaxies from 1962 to 1985. In 1943–1956 he also worked as a
lecturer of astronomy at YSU. He was elected a corresponding member of the Academy
of Sciences of the Armenian SSR (1965), a full member of the Academy of Sciences of
the Armenian SSR (1971). He was awarded a title of Honored Scientist of the Armenian
SSR (1961). Markarian was elected a member of Astronomical Council of the USSR
Academy of Sciences (1964), member of the International Astronomical Union (IAU,
1955), Vice-President of the IAU Commission on Galaxies (1973–1976) and its President
(1976–1979).

Markarian’s scientific works refer to the physics of stars, stellar clusters and galaxies.
He took part in working out of the theory of fluctuations observed in the distribution of
stars taking into consideration the interstellar absorption. On the basis of observational
data he has confirmed that the stellar associations expand. Markarian has worked out a
new classification of stellar clusters and in 1952 he has compiled and published “An atlas
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Figure 1. Left: Beniamin Markarian in early 1960s. Right: Markarian with colleagues Valentin
Lipovetskiy and Jivan Stepanian, who together with him accomplished the First Byurakan
Survey (FBS or Markarian survey).

of different types of stellar clusters”. In 1963 he revealed 73 galaxies with an unusual color
to their spectral class. He has worked out a special method (for selecting galaxies with
UV-excess) on the basis of which 1965–1980 a spectral sky survey was obtained at BAO.
He revealed 1500 objects of special class which are called by his name (Markarian galaxies
or galaxies with UV-excess). Since 1968 with the help of large telescopes of the USSR and
the USA, spectral observations of these galaxies were carried out and a great number of
active galaxies were discovered among them essentially changing our understanding on
the population of the Universe and the activity of galaxies. Later from 1978 to 1991 also
on Markarian’s initiative the Second Byurakan Survey (SBS) was conducted in which a
great number of quasars and other active galactic nuclei were revealed. The catalog of
Markarian galaxies was published after his death by his colleagues in the USA in 1986
and in the USSR in 1989.

Markarian has published more than 100 scientific papers. He was a USSR State Prize
winner (1950). He was awarded the orders “Sign of Honor” (1955) and “Peoples’ Friend-
ship” (1983), as well as a number of medals and diplomas of the Presidiums of the
Academies of Sciences of the USSR and Armenia and of the Supreme Council of Arme-
nia.

Beniamin Markarian passed away on September 29, 1985 in Yerevan. Till the end of
his life, in spite of his poor health, he actively worked doing the main job of his scientific
life, the Byurakan Surveys.

Areg Mickaelian and David Sanders, Editors
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