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The Journal of Policy History provides an interdisciplinary forum for scholars concerned
with the application of historical perspectives to public policy studies. The journal aims to
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Thomas Krainz’s article, “Transforming the Progressive-Era Welfare
State: Activists for the Blind and Blind Benefits,” which appeared in
Volume 15, Issue 15.4, of the Journal of Policy History, has been se-
lected as the 2003 Ray Allen Billington Prize sponsored by the West-
ern History Association.

In recognition of the late Ray Allen Billington’s leadership in the field
of Western history, and of his services as the first president of the West-
ern History Association, the Ray Allen Billington Prize was established
to recognize the best article (an essay of 10,000 words or less) on West-
ern history published in any journal other than the Western Historical
Quarterly. The purpose of the award is to encourage authors and edi-
tors alike to seek excellence in the field of Western history.
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