
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0084255900005933 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0084255900005933


developed a doctrine of "African-
ness in one country" in the ab­
sence of any encouraging re­
sponse to their appeals for Afri­
can unity; perhaps even more 
striking is the failure—indeed, the 
still-birth—of these free countries' 
Union of African States and, 
above all, the absence of any uni­
fication between contiguous and 
politically similar Guinea and 
Mali. To the extent that Africans 
do identify as continentals, they 
deny the racial basis of their iden­
tification, for North Africa—which 
is both African and Arab—has lit­
tle racial similarity to the sub-
Saharan part of the continent. 
Even within this reduced segment 
of the island continent, similarity 
of color covers a multitude of 
physiological, cultural, social, eco­
nomic, and political differences 
that make even the myth of racial 
unity hard to maintain. 

Yet—as noted earlier, and as 
Ferkiss mentions—race does have 
some role in the identity process. 

The error comes in seeing this 
initial role as final. Particularly in 
the colonial period, it was easy to 
make a distinction between white 
oppressor and Negro oppressed. 
After independence came, and as 
scapegoats give way to a search 
for real causes of problems, it be­
comes less and less satisfying to 
find the cause of all evils in the 
colonialist or white man in the 
woodpile. Race then gives an ini­
tial impetus and a negative an­
swer to the search for identity, 
but it must—and does—soon give 
way to clear answers to the ques­
tions, Who am I? and What 
should I do? Perhaps this points 
out the greatest gap in a book 
that is to be a broad presentation 
of Africa; despite its laudable un­
derstanding of much that is his­
torical, cultural, and political, it 
pays too little attention to the 
problems, attempted solutions, 
and future challenges of African 
economies and societies. 

It would be unbalanced to con­

sider this book only in terms of a 
single broad point, since its many 
other judgments are useful ana 
insightful. On South Africa and 
on American policy, Ferkiss has 
graphic analysis and imaginative 
suggestions to bring to the de­
bate, even if the problems are too 
large for a single, conclusive an­
swer. Similarly, the analysis of 
communism vis-a-vis Africa, of 
African views on international re­
lations, and of African internal 
politics contains sound judgments 
often presented with sufficient 
clarity. Not the least of the book's 
skills is not being outdated by 
UDI in Rhodesia and the coups 
in Ghana and Nigeria, all of 
which the author was prepared 
for. There are already a number 
of good general books and collec­
tions on Africa, notably by Wal-
lerstein, Goldschmidt, and Hanna, 
and a larger number that do not 
add very much to our under­
standing of the continent. Ferkiss' 
book joins the first group. 
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