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The
Changes
of Cain

Violence and the
Lost Brother in Cain
and Abel Literature

Ricardo J.
Quinones

The first comprehensive book on the story of Cain and Abel, this brilliant work traces the changes in the
way people have looked at a master metaphor of our culture. Era by era, from the writings of the classical
Christian epoch up to East of Eden and Amadeus, from Philo to Finnegans Wake, Ricardo Quinones examines
the historical and cultural contexts within which this universal myth is significant. What emerges is a forceful,
embracing history of ideas that is also a profound meditation on the “fragility of the human compact.”

“Ricardo Quinones takes us on a grand tour of Western civilization in his admirable book. . .. This is
cultural history and literary criticism of the first order. . . . >—Joseph Frank

“...a remarkable combination of textual analysis, mythologic interpretation, and sociocultural and
historical speculation.”—Warner Berthoff
Cloth: $24.95 ISBN 0-691-06883-6

The New Historicism
~and Other Old-Fashioned Topics

Brook Thomas
Brook Thomas explores the new historicism and the challenges posed to it by a postmodern world that
questions the very possibility of legitimate newness. Attempting to replace both the new critical formalism and
the old historicism, the new historicism distinguishes itself by its engagement with post structuralism. Accord-
ing to Thomas, a major task facing the new historicism is how to construct new histories without relying on a
sense of temporality. It is on this point, he argues, that literature has an important role to play, but only if new
historicists recognize the limits of a mimetic model for historical analysis.

“The arguments of this text are everywhere illuminating and challenging.”—David Van Leer

“. .. an important, exciting book, a valiant entry into our current debate, and one that will in turn stir
up even more debate.”—Wai-chee Dimock
Cloth: $22.95 ISBN 0-691-06893-3

41 WILLIAM ST. « PRINCETON, NJ 08540 e (609) 258-4900
ORDERS: 800-PRS-ISBN (777-4726) « OR FROM YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE
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