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book, she walked me down the hallway and introduced me to an eco-
nomic history professor named Scott Eddie who happened to be working
on the most obscure topic I had ever heard of, the price of agricultural
land in Posen and West Prussia, during something called the Program of
Inner Colonization, from 1886 to 1918. Little did I know that twenty
years later I would publish a book about the same program.

Scott hired me to help him with the general historical framing of the
project for his introduction. He was knee-deep in statistics and cliomet-
rics and required the larger political and cultural history of the land
purchasing project called “inner colonization.” I clearly recall him asking
me to learn everything I could about the “Bodenfrage,” the question of
the land. I quickly became so intrigued that, by the fall of 2001, I had
applied for (and would win) a four-month DAAD research scholarship to
investigate the program in the archives of the Herder Institute in
Marburg, Germany. There, in August 2002, I met yet another mentor
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work for the study of the history of Ostforschung and published one of my
earliest papers in their house journal. It was here in Marburg, studying
the work of “inner colonization” that I first saw reference to Max Sering’s
incredible journey to North America in 1883, understood the connection
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of the North American West to the German East, and realized that this
would be my next book.

From January 2003 to June 2005 I was a Killam Postdoctoral Fellow at
the Institute for European Studies at the University of British Columbia.
It was wonderful to be able to spend time again in the temperate rainfor-
ests of my British Columbian youth, and the idyllic institute provided a
safe harbour in the early peripatetic life of a newly minted PhD. Another
key figure who provided enormous support was the institute’s director
Sima Godfrey. One day in the fall of 2003, Sima simply said: “every year
we host a conference and next year can be yours.”With that I contacted a
list of people I wanted to meet and talk to about German colonialism in
Eastern Europe, and they all agreed to come (Sima’s comment, “This is
Vancouver, they always say yes”). For a couple of magical days in April
2004 I got to know David Blackbourn, Kristin Kopp, Vejas Liulevicius,
and Oliver Schmidtke. In the audience was Eric D. Weitz, who immedi-
ately told me he wanted to publish the proceedings with the series he had
at Palgrave. The result was, Germans, Poland, and Colonial Expansion to
the East: 1850 through the Present (Palgrave, 2009). While at the institute
I befriended another visiting scholar, Stefan Gaenzle (University of
Agder), and together we co-edited a special volume of the Journal of
Baltic Studies, in which I was able to further develop my ideas of Germany
as a colonial power in the East.

I have been happy to call the University of Windsor home since 2005.
In addition to much support, it has provided me with three wonderful
students who helped with transcriptions and research: Brian Simbirski,
Daniel Tucker-Simmons, and Jonathan Mertz. A key attraction to
Windsor for me was that, across the border and an hour down the highway,
one finds a premier university with perhaps the best collection of German
history books in North America, the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
Here I found twomorementors in the journey of this book. The director of
the Eisenberg Institute for Historical Studies, just down the hall from the
Department of History, was Kathleen Canning. In 2006, Kathleen was
instrumental in my winning their visiting fellowship for historians from
“local” universities (Windsor is, after all, “South Detroit”). Throughout
2006–2007 I made journeys to Ann Arbor every two weeks for talks/
workshops, and to access the books in the Hatcher Graduate Library.
And it was around the same time that I became friends with the person
who would ultimately be the biggest champion of a book dedicated to the
now rather obscure Max Sering, Geoff Eley. Geoff insisted I submit the
first article I wrote on Sering to Social History, and there it appeared in
2010. I was a fellow again in 2010–2011, when I was finally able to publish
my dissertation and move full time to my “second book.”
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