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Trade and Famine in Classical Antiquity
editedby PETER GARNSEY and C. R. WHITTAKER

Trade in antiquity - its scale, status, pattern and context - is the subject of lively debate
among historians. But no analysis has made a special investigation of trade in essential food
stuffs. Famine and food-crisis are also neglected subjects. This study, originating in papers
written for the Eighth International Economic History Congress (Budapest, 16-20 August,
1982) is structured around the two focal points of trade and famine. A theme of the volume is
that a combination of natural and artificial shortages made inevitable the bulk movement of
staples between regions in all periods of antiquity. Novel contributions are offered in
addition in relation to the cost of shipping, the extent of long-distance trade in wine, the
relative demand for wheat and barley, the incidence and gravity of food crises, the
efficiency of famine-relief measures and the part played by food shortages in the collapse
of the late Roman frontier system.

Supplementary Volume No. 9
(1983)

Plato's Arguments for Forms
by ROBERT WILLIAM JORDAN

If we are to understand why Plato had a theory of Forms, we must explain, firstly, why
Plato thought it necessary to depart from the ontology of the Socratic dialogues; secondly,
why Plato then posited the existence of entities that have the characteristics that Plato
ascribes to Forms (entities that are 'unmixed', 'unchanging', 'in every way being' and so
on); thirdly, why Plato took this course when other philosophers have not done so (and
even he himself and his immediate pupils were later to modify or abandon the theory). Dr
Jordan discovers an answer to these questions where we might expect to find one - namely
in the arguments Plato gives us in favour of the hypothesis that there are Forms. These
arguments, on analysis, reveal not just a concern with the nature of knowledge and
explanation; but an interest in the analysis of the apparent contradictions that Plato (in his
middle period) thought to be presented to the intellect by the sensible world. These
contradictions, he then thought, could not be resolved except by those with knowledge of
the Forms.

Orders to be sent to Dr C. Austin, Trinity Hall, Cambridge CB2 1TJ, England.

Price: £12.50 ($30.00) per copy.
Prices do not include postage and packing. Payment, if otherwise made than in sterling,
must be at the dollar price quoted or its equivalent. This is to cover bank charges.

Supplement 1 (1982) Lands and Peoples in Roman Poetry: The Ethnographical Tradition by
R. F. Thomas is also available at the same price.

Supplements 1-6 are available at £6.00 ($15.00) per volume:
No. 1 (1965) Ovidiana Graecaed. P. E. Easterling and E. J. Kenney
No. 2 (1970) Greece and Egypt in the Archaic Age by M. M. Austin
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No. 6 (1980) Non-Slave Labour in the Greco-Roman World ed P. Garnsey

Note:
Membership of the Society is open to any classical scholar or research student. Members
receive notices of all meetings of the Society and copies of the Proceedings. Supplements
and back numbers of the Proceedings are available to them at a reduced rate. Enquiries
about membership should be addressed to Dr C. Austin at the address indicated above.
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ISBN 3 11008171 7 (Volume 11)

Collection and re-edition of poetic texts from 3rd century BC and later.

This supplement (to Powell's Collectanea Alexandrina, Pfeiffer's Callimachus etc.) tries
to bring together, with Commentary and Indexes, many scattered texts relevant to the
work of the Hellenistic poets and their Roman successors.
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