
Fatal Years 
Child Mortality in 

Late Nineteenth-Century America 
Samuel H. Preston and Michael R. Haines 

Fatal Years is the first systematic study of child mortality in the United 
States in the late nineteenth century. Exploiting newly discovered data from 
the 1900 Census of Population, Samuel Preston and Michael Haines present 
their findings in a volume that is not only a pioneering work of demography 
but also an accessible and moving historical narrative. 

Despite having a rich, well-fed, and highly literate population, the United 
States had exceptionally high child-mortality levels during this period: nearly 
one out of every five children died before the age of five. In exploring the 
causes of mortality, the authors look at a wide range of topics, including 
urban versus rural life, differences among various immigrant groups, and the 
impact of public health measures. 

"Fatal Yean is an extremely Important contribution to our understand­
ing of child mortality in the United States at the turn of the century. The 
new data and its analysis force everyone to reconsider previous work 
and statements about U.S. mortality in that period. The book will quickly 
become a standard in the field."—Maris A. Vinovskis, University of Michigan 
Cloth: $37.50 ISBN 0-691-04268-3 
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THE JOURNAL OF 
INTERDISCIPLINARY 

HISTORY 
Robert I. Rotberg and Theodore K. Rabb, Editors 

'JIH publishes many of 
the most exciting state-

of-the-art articles that 
now appear anywhere 

in the United States. 
Provocative, original, 
and (not least) beauti­

fully edited, the articles 
in this journal set the 

standard for historical 
writing today." 

— Richard L. McCormick, 
Rutgers University 

The Journal 
of 
Interdisciplinary History 

"An immediate success, 
in afield that has had 
many failures and many 
mediocre enterprises, 
JIH has managed for 
the better part of two 
decades to remain 
a magazine of 
consistently high 
interest to a wide 
scholarly audience." 
—Jack P Greene, The 
Johns Hopkins University 

Unmatched by others in its field, The Journal o f 
Interdisciplinary History is a highly distinguished publication 

that takes an exceptional approach to historical study. It 
incorporates the concepts and quantitative methods of the new 

history, bringing the best of economics, sociology, political 
science, archaeology, and demography into historical research. 

Each issue of The Journal o f Interdisciplinary History 
presents substantive articles and book reviews on topics spanning 

every geographical area and chronological period. 

Go beyond the conventional approach to historical study. 
Subscribe to The Journal of Interdisciplinary History today! 

Published quarterly by The MIT Press. ISSN 0022-1953 

Individual-$32.00 
Yearly rates: 

Student and Retired — $25.00 Institution —$75.00 
Outside U.S. and Canada, add $14.(X) postage and handling. 

Prepayment is required. Send check, drawn against a U.S. bank 
in U.S. funds, MasterCard or VISA number to: 

M I T Press Journals 
55 Hayward Street • Cambridge, MA 02142 

(617) 253-2889 FAX: (617) 258-6779 
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N E W F 

Emancipating the 

Female Sex: The 

Struggle for Women's 

Rights in Brazil, 

1850-1940 

June E. Hahner 

"A major contribution to 

our understanding of 

woman's political and 

social position in modern 

Brazil."—Linda Lewin, 

University of California, 

Berkeley 

318 pages, 24 photographs 

paper $16.95, library cloth 

edition $42.50 

Mexico's Merchant 

Elite, 1590-1660: 

Silver, State, and 

Society 

Louisa Schell Hoberman 

"An ambitious, challeng­

ing study that ranges over 

the economic, social, and 

political history of 

seventeenth-century 

New Spain without losing 

R O M D 

its focus on the mer­

chant elite."—William 

B. Taylor, author of 

Drinking, Homocide and 

Rebellion in Colonial 

Mexican Villages 

350 pages, 10 b&w 

photographs 

cloth $39.95 

Origins of Instability 

in Early Republican 

Mexico 

Donald Fithian Stevens 

"An ambitious and 

important work. . . . 

Stevens brings new 

research to bear on a 

long-standing issue in 

Mexican history." 

—Richard J. Salvucci, 

Trinity University 

192 pages 

cloth $29.95 

Social Justice for 

Women: The Interna­

tional Labor Organi­

zation and Women 

Carol Riegelman Lubin 

and Anne Winslow 

" [This work] offers a 

major contribution to 

our understanding of the 

impact of women on 

international organiza­

tions (and vice versa)." 

—Nancy A. Hewitt, 

University of South 

Florida 

348 pages 

cloth $45.00 

Duke Press Policy Studies 

Duke University Press 6697 College Station Durham, North Carolina 27708 
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The American Sociologist 

The 
American 
Sociologist 

James L. McCartney, editor 
University of Missouri, Columbia 

Examines the history, current status, 
and future prospects of sociology as a 
profession and discipline. The journal 
emphasizes the comings and goings of 
the profession, and focuses on how 
sociologists have shaped or try to shape 
social policy and the intellectual issues 
of the age. It also publishes 
professional opinions, special features, 
interviews, and review essays. 

Recant special features Include: 
Closing the Sociology Department at 
Washington University 
David J. Pittman, Deidre Boden, 
Robert L Hamblin, Wolf Heydebrand, 
Patricia A. Adler, Peter Adler, 
Barbara S. Heyl, Henry Etzkowitz 
The Future of Sociological Theory 
We/7 J. Smelser, James A. Beckford, 
Norbert Wiley, Stephen Turner, 
David R. Maines 
Feminist Scholarship in Sociology 
Mary Jo Neitz, Paula England, 
Susan A. Ostrander, Carol Brooks Gardner, 
Rose M. Brewer, Joey Sprague, 
Mary K. Zimmerman, Shulamit Reinharz, 
Xue Lan Rong, Linda Grant, 
Kathryn ft Ward 
Dual-Careerism and the Conjoint-Career 
Couple 
Patricia A. Adler, Peter Adler, 
Constance R. Ahrons, Morton S. Perlmutter, 
William G. Staples, Carol A. B. Warren 
Published Quarterly 
Subscription rates: 
Individuals: $35/yr; $60/2yrs; $80V3yrs. 
Institutions: $60/yr; $108/2yrs; $145/3yrs. 
Domestic first-class mall add $15/yr. 
Foreign surface mall add $15/yr. 
Foreign airmail add $30/yr. 

TRANSACTION PERIODICALS CONSORTIUM 
Dept. 2000 Rutgers-The State University New Brunswick, NJ 08903 
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