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THE KING OF INVENTORS
A Life of Wilkie Collins

Catherine Peters
In this major biography, Catherine Peters explores the 

complicated life of Wilkie Collins, the greatest of the 
Victorian “Sensation” novelists. Having discovered a 
hitherto unknown autobiography by Wilkie Collins’s mother, 
Peters draws on this document and on thousands of 
Collins’s unpublished letters to create a provocative 
picture of his life and times. This new edition has been 
supplemented to include an appendix describing 
Collins’s “Tahitian” novel. Written when he was twenty,
the manuscript of this work, lolani, was thought to have 
disappeared, but it has recently been rediscovered.

The King of Inventors provides a vivid account of 
Collins’s unusual personal life in the context of his 
literary and artistic friendships and of newly revealed 
facts about the two women with whom he shared his 
“double life.”

From reviews of the British edition:
“Catherine Peters’s book is crammed with 

interesting details.”
—Peter Quennell, The Evening Standard 

“As intelligent and comprehensive 
account of [Collins’s] work as we are ever 
likely to have.”
—ClaireTomalin./ndepencfenfon Sunday 
Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-03392-7 
Available from Princeton in the U.S. only

THE FLAVORS
OF MODERNITY

Food and the Novel
Gian-Paolo Biasin

Food has always figured promi-
nently in world literature, but perhaps 
nowhere has it played such a vital 
role as in the Italian novel. In a 
book brimming with descriptions 
of recipes, ingredients, fragrances, 
country gardens, kitchens, dinner 
etiquette, and even hunger,
Gian-Paolo Biasin examines food
images in the modern Italian novel.

“No one else has possessed the mixture of critical 
imagination, insight, and tact to produce a study of this 
sort on this topic.... Biasin’s work is genuinely ground 
breaking.”—Gregory Lucente, author of Beautiful Fables: 
Self-Consciousness in Italian Narrative from Manzoni to 
Calvino
Cloth: $19.95 ISBN 0-691-03275-0

New paperback edition

CAPE COD
Henry D. Thoreau

Edited by
Joseph J. Moldenhauer

Thoreau's compelling account of 
Cape Cod is here presented in the 
complete and definitive text, exclud-

ing only the critical apparatus. 
“Cape Codis Thoreau’s

sunniest, happiest book. It bubbles 
over with jokes, puns, tall tales, and 

genial good humor.... Unquestionably 
the best book that has ever been written about Cape 
Cod, and it is the model to which all new books 
about the Cape are still compared.”
—Walter Harding, in "The Days of Henry Thoreau"
The Writings ol Henry D. Thoreau: Elizabeth Hall Witherell, General Editor 

An Approved Edition: The Committee on Scholarly Editions of the 
Modern LanguageAssociation of America
Paper: $9.95 ISBN 0-691-00076-X
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