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cambridge.org/jlo Otolaryngology is under-represented in the UK undergraduate curriculum, typically com-
prising less than one per cent of the curriculum and many medical schools lack a man-
datory placement."* There is an ongoing drive and determination by many UK ENT
departments to retain ENT within the medical school curriculum.’

Editorial In this month’s issue of the Journal of Laryngology & Otology, Mayer et al make a
strong case for greater exposure to ENT within the medical school curriculum, in order
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10.1017/S0022215119002184 students with an interest in ENT.

One way the authors suggest that exposure to ENT can be increased is through more
widespread use of e-learning, although in one UK-based study satisfaction with current
e-learning resources was found to be variable.” In addition, a previous article published
in this Journal earlier this year showed that a one-day course run by a student body
can be a powerful adjunct to the medical school curriculum, in terms of educating under-
graduates in ENT and inspiring the pursuit of ENT as a career.® Virtual reality and sur-
gical simulation can also assist in this process by engaging medical students, as well as
helping students to guide their career planning. Previous studies have shown virtual real-
ity and surgical simulation to be effective in this regard.”®

The systematic review by Mayer et al reiterates the need for greater exposure to oto-
laryngology in the undergraduate curriculum. In addition, mentorship for students
with an interest in otolaryngology (e.g. through special study modules and undergraduate
ENT societies) should be a priority.
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