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Central theoretical issues regarding 
behavioral reconstruction in human 
osteological research are raised in this 
analytical volume. Because behavioral 
reconstructions have become increas­
ingly common, especially within 
paleopathology, the scientific basis for 
such an approach must be reviewed. 
For example, osteological scenarios 
seeking to link the onset of such 
skeletal conditions as osteoarthritis, 
dental disease, and trauma with specific behaviors in past populations are critically examined. 
Questions are also raised as to the scientific rigor of such hypotheses, the ethnohistoric evidence 
used to support them, and, ultimately, the soundness of such claims. In addition, commentary 
is included that broadens the scope to include anthropology and to explain the utility of 
behavioral reconstructions in paleoanthropology and the biocultural perspective as it is used 
in contemporary anthropology. 

Selected Contents: Of Science and Stories • Osteoarthritis: Clinical and Osteological 
Approaches • Osteoarthritis and Activity: Occupational and Sports Studies • Osteoarthritis: 
Anthropological Interpretations • Enthesopathies and Other Osteological Indicators of Activity 
Trauma • Studies of Bone Geometry: The Shape of Things to Come? • Defining the Limits of 
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Early 1999 • 392pp • Cloth • ISBN 90-5700-541-7 • US$68 / £44 / ECU62 
Paperback • ISBN 90-5700-542-5 • US$35 / £22 / ECU32 
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skeletal biology, zooarchaeology, palynology, ethno-
botany, paleopathology, archaeometry, scientific 
visualization, computer modeling and statistical 
methodology, volumes in the series meet the needs 
of researchers and students alike. 

North/South America PTT • Tel: +1 800 326 8917 
Fax: +1 802 864 7626 • book.orders@aidcvt.com 

Europe/Middle East/Africa 
Marston Book Services, Ltd. 

Tel: +44 123 546 5500 • Fax: +44 123 546 5555 
direct.order@marston.co.uk 

Asia International Publishers Distributor 
Teh +65 741 6933 • Fax: +65 741 6922 

ipdmkt3@s3.gbhap.com 
Australia/New Zealand For a separate Australian 

Dollar price please contact our distributor: 
Fine Arts Press • Tel: +61 2 9878 8222 

Fax: +61 2 9878 8122 • info@3bpub.com.au 
Japan For a separate Yen price please 

contact our exclusive agent in Japan. 
YOHAN (Western Publications 

Distribution Agency) • Tel: +81 3 3208 0186 
Fax: +81 3 3208 5308 • yohansg@infoweb.ne.jp 

Gordon and Breach 
www.gbhap.com • info@gbhap.com 
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