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The ultimate achievement for mortal man is agape, the highest form of universal Chris­
tian love and brotherhood, which by its very nature transcends the narcissistic imme­
diacy of erotic self-fulfillment. 

Despite Mr. Monas's one mistake in analyzing the erotic element in Solzhenitsyn's 
writings, his treatment of Solzhenitsyn's moral and literary thought is perceptive, mak­
ing it one of the few recent studies on the Russian author worth reading carefully. 

TERRY C. COPPLE 

Boise, Idaho 

To THE EDITOR: 

I write to you in connection with a review of mine which appeared in the Slavic 
Review (June 1973, pp. 433-34), that is, of the book Le renouveau de I'art pictural 
russe (Lausanne, 1971) by Valentine Marcade. 

After that review had appeared, Mme. Marcade indicated to me that she found 
certain parts of the text to be unacceptable. In particular, she was surprised by my 
tentative accusation of plagiarism: "the second Diaghilev statement concerning Che­
khov on page 108 comes, allegedly, from the Manuscript Department of the Lenin 
Library, although this exact quotation appeared in Lapshina's recent article on the 
World of Art. . . ." Mme. Marcade proved to me that she was not guilty of plagiarism 
and that she had already used this quotation in an earlier text. Hence, I had judged 
her wrongly. 

Although I did qualify my statement by reference to possible coincidence, I felt, 
upon learning of Mme. Marcade's indignation, that I certainly owed her an apology 
for a misguided accusation. 

JOHN E. BOWLT 

University of Texas, Austin 

ORIENTAL RESEARCH PARTNERS, Box 158, Newtonville, Mass. 02160 

D A VIES, N O R M A N , POLAND, PAST AND PRESENT. SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WORKS 
IN ENGLISH. 
Over 1800 items, including special sections on periodicals, government publications and Polish trade 
relations with Europe and America plus a glossary and gazetteer, and map, cross-referenced with 
extensive index. An essential reference tool for all students and libraries. 
Dr. Norman Davies a graduate of Oxford and University of Cracow, lectures at the School of 
Slavonic Studies, University of London. 
204 pages. Paper $4.95 Cloth $13.00. 

TRUFANOV, LP., PROBLEMS OF SOVIET URBAN LIFE. 
(Problemy byta gorodskogo naseleniya SSSR) Leningrad, 1973. Introduced and translated by James 
Riordan. The best work in the field of Soviet urban-industrial sociology based on empirical studies 
with Leningrad engineering workers and three Tatar towns in 1965-70. Bibliography, 165 pages. $12.00. 

SLEPENKOV, I.M., RURAL YOUTH TODAY. 
(Molodyozh sela sevodnya) Moscow, 1972. Introduced and translated by James Riordan. Based on 
rural surveys in seventy Soviet regions, this unique book discusses rural attitudes to farm work, village 
life, private plots, earnings, leisure time, and the changing pattern of life. The findings are frank and 
surprising and provide a wealth of new material for Western sociologists and students of Russia. Bib­
liography, index. 128 pages. $10.00. 

LIVSHITS, BENEDICT, THE ONE AND A HALF EYED ARCHER (Polutoraglazyi strelets) 
Leningrad, 1933. Translated by John E. Bowlt, University of Texas. 
Livshits' fascinating memoirs present in vivid detail the Futurist epoch of Russian art history and the 
artist's role in a revolutionary society. A bibliography and extensive introduction and notes are pro­
vided. 41 illust., 320 pages. $25.00. 

VOLTAIRE A N D CATHERINE THE GREAT, SELECTED CORRESPONDENCE. Trans­
lated with commentary, notes and introduction by Professor A. Lentin, PhD (Cantab), Open Uni­
versity, England. 196 pages, illus. $12.00. 
"Lentin has performed an important service for undergraduate students of Russian history in pre­
senting a genuinely representative selection of letters, competently translated and supplied with 
informative notes and a well-balanced commentary." TLS, August 4, 1974. 
"Sound and very much needed edition." Can/Am SI. St., Spring 1976. 
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