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PLEKHANOV IN WAR AND REVOLUTION, 1914-17*

Despite the fact that the views of Georgii Valentinovich Plekhanov
(1856-1918) on the World War cannot be studied in his voluminous col-
lected works — the editor abruptly terminated the edition with an article
Plekhanov published on the eve of the war’s outbreak! — his position is
broadly familiar to students of Russian and international socialism.
Thanks to his substantial published writings from September 1914 to
March 1917 scattered through the press of at least five countries, a two-
volume collection of his articles and speeches for the remainder of 1917,
and several brief secondary accounts, it is possible to trace Plekhanov’s
wartime outlook.? By contrast, little is known of his political initiatives,
associations and conflicts during the war years. A considerable share of his
correspondence and other personal papers — the kind of material likely to
illuminate these aspects — has been printed by the Dom Plekhanova, the
Leningrad repository that holds almost all of them.? But, as with the

* Tam grateful to the University Research Council of the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, for support that made this work possible.

1 G. V. Plekhanov, Sochineniia, ed. by D. Riazanov (24 vols; Moscow, 1923-27). The last
article reproduced (XIX, pp. 529-37) had appeared in the newspaper Edinstvo (St
Petersburg) on June 29, 1914 (OS).

2 Some of his writings from July 1914 to March 1917 will be cited in subsequent notes.
For his articles from April 1917 to January 1918, see G. V. Plekhanov, God na rodine (2
vols; Paris, 1921). To date, no one has fully utilized all these materials. Secondary
accounts include V. Vaganian, G. V. Plekhanov (Moscow, 1924), pp. 664-77; S. H. Baron,
Plekhanov: The Father of Russian Marxism (Stanford, 1963), ch. 16; M. Iovchuk and I.
Kurbatova, Plekhanov (Moscow, 1977), pp. 307-15. A brief consideration from the
Menshevik-Internationalist perspective is B. Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina i rossiiskaia
sotsial-demokratiia [Inter-University Project on the History of the Menshevik Move-
ment, Paper No 10] (New York, 1962), pp. 67-78 and passim. A recent, not especially
successful, attempt at a revisionist interpretation is E. Belfer, “Plekhanov and the First
World War”, in: Slavic and Soviet Series (Tel Aviv), I1I (1978), pp. 48-57.

3 Literaturnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova (8 vols; Moscow, 1934-40); Filosofsko-litera-
turnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova (3 vols; Moscow, 1973-74). Before the establishment of
the Dom Plekhanova, P. A. Berlin, V. S. Voitinskii and B. 1. Nikolaevskii brought out the
valuable two-volume Perepiska G. V. Plekhanova i P. B. Aksel’roda (Moscow, 1925).
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collected works, what has been published does not extend beyond the
coming of the war. The documents presented here are of considerable
interest because they are virtually the first Plekhanov papers for the war
years to appear in print.

In 1914-17, Plekhanov had two consuming, though somewhat con-
tradictory, passions. On one hand, he turned away from the momentous
drama enveloping Europe to apply himself with scholarly zeal to the
composition of his multi-volume History of Russian Social Thought. The
first volume had appeared in June 1914, and he completed two more
before the end of 1916. On the other hand — and it is this side of his activity
that these documents bring into focus — he strove through persistent and
wide-ranging political and propagandistic activity to secure and sustain
support for the Entente, whose cause he embraced at the very commence-
ment of the war. He had already outlined his views in the Kadet newspaper
Rech’in St Petersburg and in the British Social Democratic organ Justice in
London, when on October 11, 1914, he made his first wartime speech, to a
group of Russian socialists in Lausanne (No 1).4

There, he denounced Germany, the state he held responsible for the war,
and the German Social Democrats, who, he charged, had betrayed their
commitments to the International by supporting their government’s
imperialist policy. He approved the behavior of the French socialists,
whose legitimate concern for the defense of their country against aggres-
sion justified the entry of several of their leaders into the war cabinet.
Somewhat discordantly, he also endorsed the stance of the Russian Social
Democratic fraction in the Duma, which had voted against war credits for
France’s Eastern ally. Plekhanov continued throughout the war to hold in
high regard the socialist participants in the Union Sacrée, and through his
close connections with Jules Guesde and some of his associates he
endeavored to enhance the prestige and influence of the Russian
“defensists”. Toward Germany he became ever more implacable, hailing
its defeats, deploring its victories, and “exposing” its rapacity week in and
week out. Intensely mistrustful of the Teutonic foe, he readily charac-
terized such events as the Easter rebellion in Ireland and the wartime
movements for independence of Russia’s subject nationalities as nothing
more than German machinations. He scoffed at declarations of the
majority German Social Democrats that they favored a just peace, dis-
counted the importance of the opposition to that majority, and warned
against even exploring peace initiatives from the German government or

4 The letter to Rech’ — it is dated September 30 (17), 1914 — is reprinted in Golos (Paris),

October 28, 1914. The letter printed in the Justice number of October 15 is reprinted in
Golos, October 25.
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anyone else, so long as German soldiers remained camped on the soil of
others. Needless to say, he was hostile to the Zimmerwald movement from
its beginning.

Having fought so long against the Tsarist government, Plekhanov was
incapable of springing suddenly to the defense of Russia. However, con-
vinced from the beginning that a Russian defeat by Germany would surely
work to the disadvantage of the Russian proletariat, before long he argued
that the working class had “the right and the obligation” to defend the
country. By mid 1915, he reversed his earlier stance on war credits and, in
an open letter, urged one of the Social Democratic members of the Duma,
A. V. Bur’ianov, to vote for them: to vote negatively would be a “betrayal”
of the people, he declared, and to abstain “cowardice”.> Not surprisingly,
Plekhanov favored working-class participation in the War Industries
Committees that were established to spur the production of material es-
sential for the war effort. But he went even farther, and in a public letter to
the “conscious members of the working population of Russia” warned that
labor disturbances in the rear of Russia’s fighting forces were tantamount
to treason.® True, he also spoke of national defense as the highroad to the
attainment of liberty, but clearly the struggle for liberty was to be post-
poned until after the war had been won.

Plekhanov developed his views for a Russian social-democratic public
which, already seriously divided before mid 1914, split deeply along new
lines with the coming of the war. Lenin, who was present at Plekhanov’s
Lausanne speech, attacked him immediately afterward, and followed up a
few days later with a more extended critique and condemnation. To Ple-
khanov’s position he forcefully opposed his own: Russia’s defeat was to be
hoped for — it was the lesser evil and would serve as the prelude to
revolution. Thereafter he seldom let pass an opportunity to castigate his
one-time mentor for, among other things, “monstrous Jesuitism, hypocrisy,
and prostitution of socialism™!” However, it was not so much Lenin, whose
defeatist views enjoyed little support for some time, as the internationalist

5 His letter to Bur'ianov, dated July 22, 1915, was printed in Rech’, September 14, 1915;
reprinted in Nashe Slovo (Paris), October 9, in Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 10, pp.
200-01, and in Prizyv, No 17 (January 22, 1916).

§ The letter, K soznatel'nomu trudiashchemusia naseleniiu Rossii [Paris, September 10
1915), written by Plekhanov, and signed by eleven others, stemmed from the meeting in
September that led to the publication of the defensist Paris newspaper Prizyv. Cf. note
120.

7 Lenin’s speech of October 13 is reported in Golos, October 25 and 27. The quoted
characterization, in which he coupled Plekhanov with Karl Kautsky, is from a brochure
he wrote in the summer of 1915, “Krakh II Internatsionala”, in Polnoe Sobranie
Sochineniia (55 vols; Moscow, 1960-65), XXVI, p. 215.
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Mensheviks and their ex-Bolshevik allies who were to be Plekhanov’s
principal adversaries during the war, and vice versa. The internationalists,
who numbered among their leaders Iu. O. Martov, L. D. Trotskii, D. Z.
Manuilskii, V. A. Antonov-Ovseenko, A. S. Martynov, F. I. Dan, A. V.
Lunacharskii, M. N. Pokrovskii, A. M. Kollontai and A. . Balabanova,
regarded the war as an imperialist conflict for which all the great powers
were responsible, and hoped to end it quickly by international socialist
action for peace. Most of them were grouped in and around the newly
created, Paris-based newspaper Golos (and its successor Nashe Slovo).®
Martov voiced the fear that Plekhanov’s position “must produce the
most demoralizing effect upon the Russian public”; and so, as Martynov
wrote, “at the beginning of the war, all the attention and efforts of the
internationalists were naturally directed toward one goal — the struggle
with the social-patriotic epidemic.”® Golos / Nashe Slovo devoted an ex-
traordinary amount of attention to reporting, refuting and denouncing
Plekhanov’s views. They lashed Plekhanov with charges that he had
betrayed Marxism, abandoned socialism, and was the Russian counterpart
to that German “social-chauvinist” par excellence, Albert Siidekum. The
campaign had just begun when he felt compelled to reply to “the imbecile
Golos” (No 2) and its complement, as he subsequently called them, of
“idiots”, “reptiles”, and “foulmouths”. His response, the pamphlet “On the
War”,1° was published in Paris before the end of 1914. It was an
amplification and justification of his outlook for one thing, but, charac-
teristically, it had another aim as well. It was written in the form of a letter
to an unidentified Bulgarian comrade (Dr Zakhari Petrov), through whom
Plekhanov hoped to persuade the Bulgarian socialists to adopt and act in
accordance with his viewpoint. Later, he sorrowfully noted that they opted
instead for neutrality.!! Similarly, through an interview with the paper I/
Lavoro, he attempted to win the Italian socialists to a pro-Entente position,
but again in vain.!? Meanwhile, the appearance of his essay — it was also

8 A useful work on the two newspapers is Michael E. Shaw, “The Nashe Slovo Group
and Russian Social Democracy During World War I (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
Indiana University, 1975).

® Pis’ma P. B. Aksel'roda i Iu. O. Martova, ed. by F. Dan, B. Nikolaevskii and L.
Tsederbaum-Dan (Berlin, 1924), p. 305; A. S. Martynov, “Ot abstraktsii k konkretnoi
deistvitel'nosti”, in: Nashe Slovo, September 15, 1915.

10 G. V. Plekhanov, O voine. Otvet tovarishchu Z.P. (Paris, 1914). A second edition
(Petrograd, 1915) also contained Plekhanov’s contribution “Eshche o voine” published in
the collection Voina. Sbornik statei (Paris, 1915).

11 1d., La Social-Démocratic et la Guerre (Paris, 1916), p. 1. This brochure is the French
translation of his letter to Petrov, with a new preface dated November 1916.

12 The interview was printed in Il Lavoro (Genoa), January 24, 1915, and reprinted in
Nashe Slovo, February 2-3. Plekhanov later urged the American socialists to favor war
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published in Petrograd early in 1915 — provided the occasion for a new
round of fierce attacks on him in Nashe Slovo and elsewhere.

Something of the kind marked each new initiative or pronouncement on
his part relative to the Entente cause, the Russian war effort or the
obligations of Russia’s proletariat. Contrariwise, his stand found favor
with figures like the Kadet leader P. N. Miliukov, and even with rightists.
High government officials, including Tsar Nicholas, were so positively
impressed by the content and tone of Plekhanov’s above-mentioned open
letter to Bur’ianov, according to O. Tsekhnovitser, that they secretly sub-
sidized the printing of one million brochures in which it was included, for
distribution to industrial workers.!® Plekhanov went far beyond the
bounds of defensism as it was articulated by others, in the judgment of
‘B. Dvinov, to constitute, along with defeatism, internationalism and
defensism, a fourth — a “patriotic” — socialist perspective on the war.14 The
observation of L. Lande that Plekhanov and his followers in 1917 consid-
ered “winning the war not just the main but the sole task of the moment”
certainly holds for the preceding years too.!%

Standing well to the right of a large majority of his former collaborators,
he could have none but hostile relations with them; even such disciples as
Charles Rappoport, Angelica Balabanova and Alexandra Kollontai
deserted him. Early in 1915 his relations with Edinstvo, a non-factional
organization of Social Democrats devoted to party unification, were
ruptured, despite his earnest pleas for a continuing association, not-
withstanding sharp differences on the war (No 3). Later that year, Maxim
Gor’kii’s new journal Letopis’ printed a derisive letter likening the father of
Russian Marxism in some respects to Dostoevsky’s Smerdiakov, and
skewering him for calling “upon the workers to support the government in
the Duma, to bear patiently the abuse and exploitation of the factory
owners, to forget about themselves and think only of victory over the
Germans”.16

After the revolution, L. G. Deich ruefully acknowledged (with some

credits as a way to oppose German imperialism. See Svobodnoe Slovo (New York), 1916,
p. 523.

13- 0. Tsekhnovitser, Literatura i mirovaia voina 1914-1918 (Moscow, 1938), pp. 214-17.
The brochure (A. Panov, Rabochii narod i voina (Petrograd, n.d.)) began with Ple-
khanov’s letter, and then went on to elaborate the following sentence included in it: “If
Germany should succeed in fastening a yoke on Russia’s neck, the Russian proletariat
would suffer most of all.”

14 Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina, op. cit., p. 7.

15 1. Lande, “The Mensheviks in 19177, in: The Mensheviks. From the Revolution to the
Second World War, ed. by L. Haimson (Chicago, 1974), pp. 7-8.

16 “Nuzhno li ubezhdeniia?”, in: Letopis’, December 1915, pp. 323-28.
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hyperbole) that his old comrade Plekhanov had been practically alone in
the emigration on the war question.1” Nevertheless, he was determined to
be politically effective, and so sought to draw like-minded individuals into
collaboration. In the spring of 1915, he yoked a number of Edinstvo
members who remained loyal to him (Deich, L. I. Aksel’rod, P. Dnev-
nitskii, M. Ol’gin, A. Liubimov and K. Kakheli) together with the former
Bolshevik and active defensist G. A. Aleksinskii in the publication of a
collection of articles, entitled “The War”.18 The effort was surely deemed
worthwhile, for other actions of the kind followed. In a meeting in Geneva
in early September, Plekhanov, Aleksinskii and a number of other Social
Democrats and a group of Socialist Revolutionary defensists decided to
unite their forces and begin publishing a weekly newspaper Prizyv in Paris.
In addition to Plekhanov and Aleksinskii, the editorial board included
such Socialist Revolutionary leaders as N. D. Avksent’ev, A. A. Argunov
and 1. 1. Bunakov (Fundaminskii). The paper began publication on
October 1, 1915, and had produced sixty numbers when it closed down in
March 1917. The greater part of Plekhanov’s political writings from the
outbreak of the war to the March upheaval, some eighteen items, appeared
in Prizyv. At the same time, anxious to gain the widest currency for his
views, he also contributed frequently to Sovremennyi Mir, edited by N. L.
Iordanskii in Petrograd, and to Svobodnoe Slovo, which Deich began
bringing outin New York in the last months of 1915. In addition, he eager-
ly canvassed the possibility of participation in other publishing enterprises.

The collaborators in Prizyv acknowledged at the outset that they differed
on many matters, but agreed to submerge their differences in order to help
frustrate Germany’s aggressive designs. In fact, disagreements between
Plekhanov and some of the others did surface on such varied matters as
relations to certain policies of the French socialists, the attitude toward the
Progressive Bloc in the Duma, and to the peace initiatives launched in late
1916 (Nos 9, 10, 16). Most dramatic was the public revelation early in 1916
of sharp differences on the question of voting new war credits, with Avk-
sent’ev opting for abstention, a course of action that Plekhanov had earlier
indicted in his open letter to Bur’ianov. Late in 1916 a serious dispute arose
over Aleksinskii’s continued collaboration, with Plekhanov in support and
the other editors opposed.

As an editor of Prizyv, Plekhanov’s role was limited by the fact that he
then resided in Switzerland or Italy while the paper was edited and

17 Replika Deicha, Plekhanov Archive, Box 2, Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale
Geschiedenis, Amsterdam.

18 Voina, op. cit. Cf. A. E. Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland 1914-1917
(Madison, Wis., 1971), pp. 103-05.
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published in Paris. Nevertheless, as these documents show, he took a fairly
active part in the paper’s affairs. Especially remarkable is the unusual
flexibility and tact he displayed in relations with his colleagues. He
repressed the haughty and domineering qualities for which he was well
known, refrained from issuing ultimata, and willingly submitted to group
discipline when he was outvoted. He so behaved for the sake of effectively
advancing Prizyv’s primary objective. Moreover, he wished to avoid new
splits like the plague, and not just for the obvious reasons; he harboured
the illusion that Prizyv was destined to play an important part in the
conclusion of the peace and after, and would serve as a rallying point for
the unification of all Russian socialist forces (No 16). He had strenuously
fought for the unification of the Social Democratic Party in the pre-war
years, and he remained doggedly committed to that goal, but now he went
a step farther. Plekhanov’s involvement in Prizyv led him to think in terms
of a broader grouping: he expressed interest in a coalition of Social
Democrats and Trudoviks in the Duma (No 6). And, after the overthrow of
Tsarism, the first article he wrote for the new Edinstvo called for the union
of Social Democrats and Socialist Revolutionaries who held similar
views.!? Clearly, purity of doctrine was no longer as important to him as it
had earlier been.

Prominent among the matters illuminated by these documents is Ple-
khanov’s relationship with Aleksinskii (1879-1967). A man twenty-three
years Plekhanov’s junior, Aleksinskii affiliated with the Bolsheviks in 1905.
He represented that group in the Second Duma, but broke with Lenin in
1907. In the following year, along with Gor’kii, Lunacharskii, Pokrovskii
and Manuilskii, he formed the Vpered group. With the outbreak of the war,
Aleksinskil immediately and passionately made the Russian cause his own.
He lectured widely in France and Switzerland, wrote many articles and a
book, La Russie et la Guerre, and began in August 1915 to publish a
newspaper Rossiia i Svoboda. He was, in short, “the most active defensist in
the emigration”.2% Aleksinskii’s publicistic activity was notorious for its
persistent efforts to blacken the reputation of those whose views on the
war were at odds with his own. It was he who first accused Alexander
Helphand-Parvus (correctly as it turned out) of being an agent of the
German Imperial government. He insinuated that the internationalist — he
preferred the term Germanophile — Golos / Nashe Slovo was subsidized by

19 “K ob”edineniiu sotsialisticheskikh partii”, in: Edinstvo, March 29, 1917.

%0 Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, op. cit., p. 19 and ch. 8. See also Senn’s
“The Politics of Golos and Nashe Slovo”, in: International Review of Social History, XVII
(1972), pp. 675-704.
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German funds, and attempted to implicate Christian Rakovski and
Trotskii. He also tried to link the Bolsheviks with Austro-Turkish-German
efforts to subvert the Russian Empire.2!

Plekhanov first encountered Aleksinskii in 1907 at the London Congress
of the RSDRP, where, quite gratuitously, he disparaged the younger man’s
abilities as a Duma representative and a theoretician.?? Their paths may
have crossed once or twice thereafter, but it was the war that almost
inevitably brought together the most prominent and most active defensists
in the emigration. In La Russie et la Guerre, Aleksinskii cited with approval
Plekhanov’s pronouncements on the war, while lambasting both the
defeatists and the internationalists.2 He further ingratiated himself by
observing in his article in the collaborative volume “The War” that the
social-democratic organizations which the Nashe Siovo group (falsely)
depicted as the majority were united only in opposition to Plekhanov’s
views,2* and he subsequently defended Plekhanov against an attack by
Gor’kii.?> In the correspondence between them that began in mid 1915,
Plekhanov became increasingly cordial, reciprocating the compliments
addressed to him with repeated praise of Aleksinskii’s literary and publi-
cistic talents. (His estimate of Aleksinskii’s theoretical powers may not have
changed appreciably, but now they were on the same side, and Plekhanov
especially valued Aleksinskii’s uncommon energy in their common cause.)
When Aleksinskii’s Rossiia i Svoboda appeared, Plekhanov was listed as a
collaborator, and the third number reprinted his letter to the conscious
members of the working population of Russia. When in September 1915
they met alone for the first time, according to Aleksinskii, Plekhanov told
him how important his efforts were, promised his “moral support” and
embraced him.

Aleksinskii’s notes on this interview with Plekhanov are especially in-
triguing (No 5). In a moment of prescience, Plekhanov confided his
opinion that Lenin “had seized upon the war, as the only means by which
to achieve his goals. Had the war not erupted, [. . .] he would probably have
been condemned and expelled from the Socialist International” because of
his “disruptive role in the Russian labor movement” and presumably been
politically ruined. In earlier correspondence between the two, Plekhanov

21 Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 66, 106-07; G. A. Alexinsky, La
Russie et 1a Guerre (Paris, 1915), pp. 240-51; id., “O provokatsii”, in: Sovremennyi Mir,
1915, No 3, pp. 50-64; id., “Zaiavlenie”, in: Nashe Slovo, April 25.

22 Piatyi (Londonskii) s”ezd RSDRP, Aprel’-Mai 1907 goda. Protokoly (Moscow, 1963),
pp- 44, 267.

23 Alexinsky, La Russie et la Guerre, pp. 218-20, 304-05.

24 1d., “S kem bol’shinstvo”, in: Voina, pp. 97-98.

25 Id. to Gor’kii (first half of 1916), Bakhmeteff Archive, Columbia University.
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had encouraged Aleksinskii in his work of exposing Parvus, and also any
figures in the Russian movement who, wittingly or not, rendered service to
the German cause (No 4). He was quite prepared to entertain the idea that
Lenin and his followers received subsidies from the Germans, who, after
all, had more reason to regard Bolshevik defeatism as an asset than Lenin
to envisage a German victory as a powerful impetus to the fulfillment of his
aims. Plekhanov’s support of Aleksinskii, a sometime practitioner of in-
nuendo and outright slander, may appear the opposite of moral. He did
urge Aleksinskii to use his sources critically, but on the other hand he
himself had exhibited a penchant for defamation in the past.?8

Their association could prove troublesome. Plekhanov was content to
remain in the shadows while Aleksinskii carried forward his “exposés”, but
this tactic was not easy to carry off. Aleksinskii’s insinuations with regard to
Trotskii provoked the latter to ask publicly whether Plekhanov associated
himself with these “slanders”,?” but brought no response. When two
groups of journalists of the bourgeois press in Paris condemned Aleksinskii
for making unfounded accusations of pro-German sympathies against one
of their Russian colleagues, Nashe Slovo taunted Plekhanov and his Prizyv
colleagues to say where they stood on the matter, but received in reply only
an embarrassed silence.?® Difficulties with Aleksinskii came to a head
toward the end of 1916, in connection with plans to establish a new
Petrograd daily, to be called Russkaia Volia. Agents for the new
venture, which was to be supportive of the war, invited Plekhanov and
Aleksinskii to collaborate and they were inclined to do so. But suspicions
soon arose (they were well-based) that the paper was the brainchild of A.
D. Protopopov, the Octobrist leader who became Minister of the Interior in
September 1916, and had the financial backing of leading banks and
industrial concerns. Plekhanov felt compelled to withdraw, though he was
remarkably reluctant to cast stones. He advised Aleksinskii to retire as well,
but to no avail. Aleksinskii’s refusal precipitated a crisis in Prizyv — Ple-
khanov tried in vain to forestall it — that ended with the ouster of
Aleksinskii from the editorial board (Nos 14, 16). Relations between Ple-
khanov and Aleksinskii were not severed, however, and after the March
revolution the latter left Russkaia Volia and began to collaborate with
Plekhanov’s Petrograd paper, the new Edinstvo.?®

% |t was Plekhanov’s tragedy, Dan, Martov and Martynov had written in 1912, and not
without some reason, that he combined “a mind worthy of Chernyshevskii and the soul of
a Don Basilio” - the crafty, conniving specialist in calumny of The Barber of Seville.
Otkrytoe pis’'mo Aksel’rodu i Zasulich (Paris, 1912), p. 7.

27 L. Trotskii, “Otkrytoe Pis’mo T. Plekhanovu”, in: Nashe Slovo, July 18, 1915.

28 Nashe Slovo, September 9-12, 1916.

29 An announcement to this effect appeared in Edinstvo, April 13, 1917.
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The overthrow of the Tsarist government upset Plekhanov’s basic cal-
culations, although in a way he foresaw the event. While he counseled the
workers for the sake of the national defense to show forebearance and
defer settling scores with the government and the propertied classes, he
recognized that these latter forces showed little restraint in their dealings
with labor. As in the course of the war years the material conditions of
the workers deteriorated, they were less and less inclined to mute their
grievances. This state of affairs was even reflected in the War Industries
Committees, whose labor representatives were most willing to co-operate
in the war effort. By late January 1917 (OS), under pressure from the rank
and file, the members of the Central War Industries Committee passed a
resolution calling for the convocation of a constituent assembly.3° They
were promptly arrested. Plekhanov was unaware of what had provoked the
arrests, but he noted the fact with chagrin, and was apprehensive that
actions of the kind might bring on a “catastrophe” (No 17). Though it
would be unwarranted to see a direct connection, in fact the fall of the
government came only some three weeks later.

Plekhanov and his wife arrived in Petrograd a month after the fall of the
Imperial regime. The enthusiastic reception he was given is mirrored in a
letter R. M. Plekhanova sent to their daughters two months later, describ-
ing with pride his speeches to large crowds, the wide interest in consulting
him, and the “success” of his newspaper Edinstvo (No 18). He is, she
asserts, “the spiritual leader of a large part of our people”, and “the
attention of all Russia is turned toward him”. But a darker note is detect-
ible in the same letter. Significantly, the couple was residing not in the
capital, the nerve center of the revolution, but some distance away in
Tsarskoe Selo. His wife reported that Plekhanov had refused a ministerial
post, but neglected to relate the surrounding circumstances. Several
Ministers in the first Provisional Government cabinet hoped to find useful
allies among the socialists returning from exile, one of their number,
Miliukov, reported, and “were holding the Ministry of Labor for Ple-
khanov”. When he arrived they changed their minds, he continued, for “we
immediately saw that here was the past not the present”.3! He was invited
to become a member of the Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet,
but when as a condition of acceptance he demanded a second seat for the

30 Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina, p. 145, and the more recent, informative, article by L.
H. Siegelbaum, “The Workers’ Groups and the War-Industries Committees: Who Used
Whom?”, in: Russian Review, XXXIX (1980), pp. 150-80.

31 P. N. Miliukov, Political Memoirs 1905-1917, ed. by A. P. Mendel (Ann Arbor, Mich.,
1967), p. 444,
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Edinstvo group, the Committee vetoed his demand by a narrow margin.32
Plekhanov’s entry into the cabinet as Minister of Labor was canvassed
again after the May crisis that resulted in the ouster of Miliukov. He would
accept only if the members of the Soviet Executive Committee named him,
but they refused to do so, no doubt having in mind his position in the
preceding years on the labor question.33

He could not have been deceived, as his wife may have been, by the
attention showered on him in the first weeks following their return,
could not but have recognized how unfavorable the climate was for his
views, which remained virtually the same as before the March revolution.
New shocks were not long in coming. Edinstvo took a strong interest in
electoral campaigns, but its candidates in the Moscow municipal elections
in June netted a mere two-tenths of one percent of the votes.3* In the eyes
of the Mensheviks, he and the Edinstvo group stood entirely outside the
party, and when in July 1917 invitations were sent to all social-democratic
groups to participate in a unification congress, none went to the zealous
proponent of unification and his group.3® Striving with might and main to
make his views prevail, Plekhanov produced a prodigious amount of writ-
ing for Edinstvo, and spoke to public meetings whenever he could; but his
impact was modest at best, and he was overwhelmed by events.

In a last letter, a moving human document, we see Plekhanov defeated,
his voice silenced, sick and dying, and subjected to the ultimate indignity
(No 19). A few days after the Bolshevik seizure of power, revolutionary
sailors and soldiers broke into his apartment in search of arms, took him for
a member of the hated bourgeoisie, and verbally abused and threatened
him. Not intimidated, Plekhanov asserted that he had fought for the people
and the revolution for forty years, but made no impression on the young
militants to whom the name Plekhanov meant nothing.3¢ His thoughts, as
conveyed by his wife, clearly show that he considered Leninism “a frightful
illness”, which would entail much suffering for Russia and its people.
Made apprehensive by the atmosphere in and around the capital — a little
later two ex-Ministers of the Provisional Government were slain in a

32 Petrogradskii sovet rabochiikh i soldatskikh deputatov. Protokoly zasedanii ispol-
niteI’'nogo komiteta i biuro LK. (Moscow, Leningrad, 1925), p. 106.

33 V. Chernov, The Great Russian Revolution (New Haven, 1936), p. 206.

34 W. G. Rosenberg, Liberals in the Russian Revolution. The Constitutional Democratic
Party 1917-1921 (Princeton, 1974), p. 164.

35 Lande, “The Mensheviks in 1917”, loc. cit., pp. 7-8. For Plekhanov’s reaction, see his
article in Edinstvo, July 13, 1917, reprinted in God na rodine, I1, pp. 34-36.

36 Something of the substance of these events was conveyed in Iu. Arzaev’s introduction
to God na rodine, I, pp. xlii-xliv, but the document on which his account was based here
appears in print for the first time.
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Petrograd hospital by a mob — early in January Rosalita Markovna moved
her husband to a sanatorium in Finland, where he died on May 30, 1918.37

Without the bloodletting, devastation and disruption inflicted on Russia
by the World War, it is safe to say, there would have been no Bolshevik
Revolution. Recent research has demonstrated that, as Plekhanov charged,
the German government instigated the war as a means to fulfill its expan-
sionist ambitions.3® Be that as it may, any Russian political figure who
linked his destiny to the support of what was an excruciatingly costly and,
as time went on, an immensely unpopular war was bound to be repudiated.
These circumstances go a long way to explaining how it came about that
the father of Russian Marxism found himself on the morrow of the Bol-
shevik revolution alone, harrassed, and politically impotent.

The documents presented here were found in three locations: No 1 in
the Okhrana Archive (XVIIb, Folder 2), Hoover Institution, Palo Alto,
California; No 2 in the Rappoport Archive, International Institute of
Social History; Nos 3-14 and 16 in the Aleksinskii Collection of the Bakh-
meteff Archive of Russian and East European History and Culture,
Columbia University, New York City; and Nos 15 and 17-19 in the Ple-
khanov Archive of the International Institute of Social History.?® Nos 1, 2,
4,5, 15, 18 and 19 are reproduced from the originals, Nos 3 and 17 from
handwritten copies, and Nos 6-14 and 16 from typewritten copies. The
spelling has been modernized. Spelling and grammatical errors have not
been corrected. Dates are given according to the Western calender, except
when otherwise indicated (OS).

1. OKHRANA AGENT REPORT

CoOBepILEHHO CEKPETHO Bbopao, 3/16 Hosbps 1914 r.

Ero IIPEBOCXO/IMTEJILCTBY
Tocnoauny dupektopy Hdenapramenta [Tonunuu

HNnMero vecTh n0n0xuth BateMy [IpeBoCXoauTENbCTBY, YTO MO CBEACHUSAM,
HONyYeHHbIM OT arentypsl, B Jlo3anHe 11 Asrycra cr., Ilnexanos Bbl-

37 R. M. Plekhanova, God na rodine, pp. 7-10, Plekhanov Archive, Box 12.

38 L. Albertini, The Origins of the War of 1914 (3 vols; Oxford, 1952-57); F. Fischer,
Germany’s Aims in the First World War (New York, 1967).

3% ] wish to express my appreciation to the administrations of these institutions for
permission to publish the materials that follow. I am also indebted to Anne Booth, Karin
Griffiths and Lydia Treml for assistance in transcribing some of the documents.
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CTynal B 3aKpbITOM COOPAHMM COLUAI-AEMOKPATOB € AOKIA[0M, 03arjas-
JIEHHBIM ,,BoiiHa U conuan-gemokpatus’, 40

Howiaa coit IlnexaHoB pa3jeinun Ha ABE 4acTH: B MEPBOH 4acTH OH
paccMOTpeNT TOJNIOXKEHHE JBYX KPYMHEHIIMX COLHAIMCTHYECKHX NapTHH,
I'epmanckoit 1 DpaHnysckoil, — BTOPYIO Xe€ OH NOCBATHI Poccuiickoii
COUMAI-IEMOKPATHYCCKOH MapTHH M oOIIeMy B3IJIAY Ha BOMHY M ee
HOC/IEICTBHS.

I'oBops o B3anMooTHOmEeHUsx EBponeiickoit counan-gemokpatiu, ILe-
XaHOB MPULLEJT K TPYCTHOMY [UIst HETO BBIBOAY, YTO OCHOB COLHATHCTHYE-
ckoil 60ppObl M 3a00THl O eIHHCTBE WEJICH, MHTEPECOB M TMOXKEIAHHIA,
HbIHE B MEXAYHaPOIHOM COLIMATH3ME HET.

I'epmaHckas couuai-IeMOKpaTHs, BOTHPOBaB OrojxeT I8 HacTyma-
TeJIbHOW BOHHBI, a B TeYeHHe TakoBOH, mojnepxuBas [IpaBHTEIBLCTBO,
TeM CaMbiM BbIIIIA U3 PANOB MEXIYHAPOIHOIO COLMHATU3MA.

KoHevyHO ecTh Hajmexk/a, YTO B MHPHOE BpeMs OTKPOIOTCS MHOTHE
HOBbI€ (hakThl U OTOMY MOKa €llle HeT OCHOBaHMM CUUTATh [ epMaHCKyIo
COLIHAJI-IEMOKPATHIO HEBMHHOIO, HO €€ ONMOPTYHUCTUYECKAs MOOAKIa]Ka
cKa3ajach SCHO.

Kpome toro, IlnexaHoB 0OBHHSUT FepMAaHCKYHO COLMATI-IEMOKPATHIO B
npefaTeNbCTRe

2 Asrycra B Ilapux npuObUl yNOJHOMOYEHHBIN IepMaHCKOH coruan-
IEMOKpaTUd TOB. Muwulep u 3asBWI (paHIy3CKMM COLMATIMCTAM, 4YTO
HEeMelKHe TOBapHUIIM BOTHPOBaTh BOEHHOTO OrojxeTa He GYyOyT — 4acTb
BO3JIEPKUTCH, a Apyras, Haubonblas 4acTh U BOBCE OTKAXKETCH. 41

OgaHako, Kak H3BECTHO, HHYETO NMOAOOHOr0 HE MPOU30HLIO M MO3ITOMY
[LnexaHOB roBops 0 MoBeJAEHUH (PPAHIY3ICKUX COLHATUCTOB ObLI CKIOHEH
BO BCEM NPU3HATH HX COBEPLLUEHHO HMPaBLIMH C COLHATMCTHYECKOH TOYKH
3peHHs.

[lnexaHoB 3asiBWI, YTO MOJY4UNT OT (PPAHIY3CKHX COLUAIHUCTOB, MO

40 The actual date was October 11. This document may be compared with a more
circumstantial first-hand report by LK([iselev?] on Plekhanov’s speech in Golos, October
18 and 20, 1914, and with Lenin’s detailed notes on the presentation (Leninskii Sbornik,
X1V, pp. 124-31). The accounts differ in some significant respects. The Okhrana report is
misleading in some particulars, and must be used with caution.

41 Hugo Haase (1863-1919) gave some such assurances at a mass peace rally sponsored
by the International Socialist Bureau in Brussels on June 29, but his remarks at the closed
meetings of the ISB were ambiguous. So, too, was the statement of Hermann Miiller
(1877-1931), when he came to Paris a few days later to confer with the French socialists.
There were divisions among the German Social Democrats, he indicated, but it was his
personal opinion that the party would not vote for war credits. M. Fainsod, International
Socialism and the War (Cambridge, Mass., 1935), pp. 23, 26-27; G. Haupt, Socialism and
the Great War. The Collapse of the Second International (Oxford, 1972), pp. 199, 208-13,
and the appended notes of the ISB meeting. The complexities of Miiller’s position at Paris
are examined closely in S. Miller, Burgfrieden und Klassenkampf. Die deutsche Sozial-
demokratie im ersten Weltkrieg (Dusseldorf, 1974), pp. 51-53.
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CEKpETOM, cooOlIeHne, OYATO BCTynmas B cocTaB MHHHCTEpCTBAa OHH MO-
ctaBwid [1paBUTENbCTBY YCIOBHE, YTO KAK TOJILKO HEMPUATENILCKHE BOHCKA
OyayT BbITeCHEHBI U3 npeaeioB ®@paHuuu, [IpaBUTENBCTBO JOMKHO TOTHAC
K€ NIPEKpaTUTb BOMHY, HE oOpallias BHUMaHHUs Ha no3opsawuid Ppanunro
ZJOTOBOP C PYCCKHM HAPH3MOM.

Ecnun xe npaBuTEnbCTBO HE NpPeKpPaTHT BOMHHBI, TO COLMATMCTUYECKAs
napTus OyneT CHUTaTh cebsl BIIpaBe aArHTHPOBATh POTHB H NPENATCTBOBATH
BCEMH MEDPAMH €€ MPO/IOIKEHHIO, 2 KpOME TOro BCTynasi B MUHHCTEPCTBO
(hpaHIy3CKHE COLMATUCTH UMETH LEJIbK TAKXKE W HAOIIOeHHe 3a MpaBu-
TEJILCTBOM, 1a0bl OHO He MOAAATIOCh MOHAPXHYECKOMY BIIMSIHUIO, KOTOPOE
Tenepb NOCTATOYHO MOJIB3YETCSA NOMYJISPHOCTRIO BO DpaHUMH.

Bce 3T coobpaxeHuss ¢ HEOOXOAUMOCTbIO OOOPOHBI ONpPAaBIABIBAKOT
({bpaHIy3CKHX COLMATTUCTOB.

Omnpasnas GpaHily3CKUX TOBAPHILEH, 3aLIMIIAOIIMX WAEANb] pecyOnku
u npapa, [lnexanoB nocie nepepbiBa nepelles K pycCKUM.

Mocnesnue no ero MHEHHIO He HyXkJatoTcs B onpapaanuu. OHu no-
CTYNMWIN KaK HCTHHHbIE COLMATIUCTBE HE roJlocys 3a OroKeT, IOTOMY 4TO
NOJMTHKA [APCKOTO MPaBUTENLCTBA ociaabuna obopoHy cTpabl. Ilpu
pecnyOIMKaHCKOM MPaBHUTEILCTBE CTPAaHa NMPOsBIIA Obl HE TOJNBKO CKIOH-
HOCTb K YIIOPHOMY CONPOTUBJIEHHIO, HO CBOMMH nobegaMu nomorsa Obl
pecnybnukanckoit dpaHumu, 4€ro Tenepb, KOHEYHO, HEIb3S OXHAAThH MO
MHeHuro [lnexanopa.

Bropouem ,,cobimoctu cebs”” pycckuM TOBapHiliaM ObUIO JIEr4e MoToMy,
4TO, KaK BbIpaswics ¢panuysckuit counanuct Camba43 no noeoay no-
BEIICHUs PYCCKOH couma-AeMOKpaTHH: ,,ISTWICTHEH NEBOYKE Jerie cob-
JIFOCTH CBOIO HEBUHHOCTD, HEXKEJIM B3POCIIOH KEeHIIUHE .

OpaTop BbIpaxka HAIEKAY, YTO BOHHA [TOBEAET K TOPXKECTBY COLMATTU3MA
B Poccuut notoMy, 4TO pycckue COLMAIMCTHI NOKA3alH, YTO OHH HECIIOCOO-
Hbl HM K CHOEJIKAM C NapCKUM MPaBUTEILCTBOM, HM K ONMOPTYHHUCTCKOM
TAKTHKE.

InexanoBy Bo3paxan Jlenunn. 44

Ipex e Bcero oH 3asiBWI, YTO ONpPaBAaHUE Kakoid Obl TO HU OBUIO colMa-
JINCTH4ECKON MapTHU MHTEPECAaMM 3allUThl OTCTAWBAHUS CBOCH HE3aBUCHU-
MOCTH HeJIerko, H0o y mposieTapus OTe4ecTBa HeT.

42 The conditions the French socialists reportedly set for their entry into the cabinet are
not mentioned in the Golos report of Plekhanov’s speech. He may have been so informed
by his intimate friend Jules Guesde (1845-1922), who joined the cabinet as Minister
without Portfolio.

43 Marcel Sembat (1862-1922), another of the three French socialists who joined the war
cabinet in late August 1914, He became Minister of Public Works.

44 Lenin’s immediate reply to Plekhanov’s speech is the subject of a report in Golos,
October 21. A more considerable statement on the war which he gave a few days later at
Lausanne is summarized ibid., October 25 and 27.
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Urto xe kacaeTcs 3TOH BOHHBLI, B YACTHOCTH, TO OHA SBJISETCS PE3Yib-
TATOM NOTUTHKH V3BOJILCKOIO, KOTOPBIM HOTUPAS PYKH 3asBII: ,,C'est ma
guerre!™ (,,3T0 Mos BoiiHa™")!

Hapckoe npaBUTENbCTBO U (paHLy3cKas OypKya3ds JaBHO [OTOBHIH
3Ty BOHHY 118 YNpOYeHMs CBOeH BIACTH H TOJBKO Jypakam MoxXeT
KazaThbcs, OyATO 3Ta BoHHA HeobOxomMma HapoaaM [Uis HX CBOOOAHOTO
pa3BUTHS. '

IMponetapuaT 10MXeH TOMHUTb U €r0 BOXIU TOJIXKHBI €eMY HATOMHHATD,
YTO eAMHCTBEHHbIM OTBETOM Ha IO30PHYIO MOJUTHKY NPABHTEILCTB
Hapckoro M Oypxya3Horo JAokHa ObITb OpraHu3anis KOMMYHBI H
counanbHoi pesomound B Poccuu u ®pannun. ,,Jla 3apaBcTByeT
poccHiicKasi COLMAbHAS PEBOTIOUHUS ™ — 3AKOHYWIT OpaTop.

Cratckuit CoBETHHK
2. PLEKHANOV TO CHARLES RAPPOPORT

San Remo, ce 9 nov. 1914.
Mon cher Rappaport,*?
Je vous envoie un manuscrit, réponse aux imbeciles qui m’attaquent a
cause de mon attachement pour la cause de la France et de ses alliés. I
s’agit de publier le plus vite cet article & Paris méme ou parait 'imbécile
«Golos», qui méne une campagne contre moi.*¢ C’est le camarade Marc,
Libimoff, qui se charge de publier I’article.4” Vous connaissez I'adresse
de Lubimoff: 7, rue Campagne premiére, Paris. Je vous supplie de porter
Iarticle & Lubimoff et de ne le confier & personne. Vous me rendrez un
grand service. Je suis attaqué et je ne puis me défendre. Quand vous aurez
remis P’article & Lubimoff, écrivez-moi un mot la-dessus. J’attendrai de vos
nouvelles.
Ici, & San Remo, pas un chat! L’année sera désastreuse. Ma pauvre

45 Charles Rappoport (1865-1941), a Russian socialist who emigrated to France and
became a prominent member of the French Socialist Party. Plekhanov rightly assumed
that Rappoport, his close collaborator and an editor of the pro-government La Guerre
Sociale, shared his views. Before the year was out, however, Rappoport denounced
Plekhanov for his defensist stance. See his “Istinno-russkii sotsializm B. Savinkova”, in:
Golos, December 15.

6 Plekhanov is here reacting to a series of scathing attacks upon him in Golos, Nos 33-38,
4] and 43 by Lenin, 1. Bezrabotnyi (Manuilskii), Martov and Voinov (Lunacharskii).

#7 A. I Liubimov, also known as Mark Z—r (1879-1919), was a founder of the Paris group
of “Bolshevik conciliators” (1911-14). A defensist, he became one of the editors of Prizyv
in 1915. The manuscript to which Plekhanov refers is the tract O voine, op. cit. Its
publication provoked a new series of attacks in December numbers of Golos by Trotskii,
A. Lozovskii and A. Balabanova.
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femme qui ne demande pas mieux que de travailler et qui n’a personne!*®
Mais passons.

Eh bien, les allemands ont, tout de méme, recu plus d’une raclée en
Pologne russe. Esperons qu’ils en recevront encore.

A propos, demandez, par téléphone, Longuet ou n’importe quel autre
rédacteur 2 ’'Humanité, pourquoi est-ce que je ne regois point cet organe.
Je suis pourtant un abonné.

Et mes livres que j’ai laissé dans une valise 4 la rue Marbeau 11 bis.#® Il
n’y aura donc pas moyens de les faire venir ici? J’en serais navré puisque
j’ai bien besoin d’eux pour continuer mon travail.

Mes salutations 8 Madame Rappaport et 4 vos enfants.

Bien a vous
G. Plékhanoff
Ma femme vous salue tous.
G.P.

3. PLEKHANOV AND OTHERS TO THE EDINSTVO GROUP>®

Hop. Tos.! Ilepecbinas Bam HacTosiee nuchMo, Hazewoch, 4To B. He
HYXHBI KaKHe-TTH00 00BbACHEHUS K [IPOUCXOXKIECHHIO €T0.
C tos. [1pus.
U. Kucenep* 51

Konus
Omeem nemep6ypeckou epynne ,, Eduncmea”

S. Remo, 3 ¢esp. 1915

Hop. Tosapuum! Beicnymas coobuienue nocianubix Bamu tosapwuineii, 52

* U3BecTHTE O TMOJTY4€HHUH 3TOI'O MUChMAa H 06 OTHOLUEHHUH TT. K COOCPXAHHUIO €10.

48 Plekhanov’s wife Rosaliia Markovna, a physician, ran a sanatorium at San Remo on
the Italian Riviera each winter.

49 The older of his two daughters, Evgeniia, was married to Georges Batault. The couple
resided at Rue Marbeau in Paris.

50 Edinstvo, a weekly newspaper put out by the St Petersburg Interdistrict Committee of
United Social Democrats, began publication in May 1914. It had close links with non-
factional groups abroad that were devoted to party unity, of which Plekhanov’s was the
most important. He contributed to all four numbers of Edinstvo that appeared. See his
Sochineniia, XIX, pp. 493-537.

51 1. A. Kiselev, a Russian resident of Zurich, was a follower of Plekhanov and a
participant in various defensist activities. Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland,
pp- 26, 108, 110-11.

52 Two representatives of the Edinstvo group, A. L. Popov (Vorob’ev) and N. Stoinov,
had been sent abroad to consult with Russian Social Democrats in various West
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MBI CHEIIHM BbIPa3UTh BaM cBO B31J1f/1 Ha MOJIOXEHUE JIEN.

M&iI cuuTaeM, 4TO CO/IEHCTBOBATL OObEAMHEHUIO CHI PYCCKOTO IposIeTa-
puata 0Oe3ycioBHO Heobxomumo. B 3ToM cmbiciie Mbl corjlacHbel ¢ B.
npeactasutelisMi. Ho B OCHOBY 00BbeIUHHTENLHON OEATENBHOCTH OHH
XOTSAT MOJOXHUTh MU3BECTHBIM B3IJIf1 HA BOMHY, M 3TO HaM KaXX€TCi OYEHb
60sb110# OIIUOKOH.

U ne tosbko HaM. OOMH M3 HAIIMX NAPVOKCKUX T-iled BuaeBlui B.
npeacTaBUTeNIeld paHbILe, YeM Mbl, THULIET HAM, YTO CAMBbIH ONACHBIA MYHKT
B B. mianax ects TO, 4T0o BbI XOTHTE 00BEAUHATH MapTHIO noA (aroM
ONpEACIEHHBIX JIO3YHI0B.%3 | 10, — MPOAOIKAEeT Ha3BaHHBIA TOBAPHIL, —
[0-MOEMY, OT3bIBaeT HACTOsALIEH (PpakIHOHHOCTBIO. OQHO AeNo — Noavu-
HEeHHe TEM WM [IPYTUM PELIeHUSAM MapTHH, HO APYroe NeI0 — BOCCTAHOB-
ASTh €QHHCTBO TI0J1 3apaHee HAMEUYEHHON TaKTHYeCKoi yiuHueit”. — , 5 He
MOTry paboTaTbh HO BOCCTAHOBJIEHHIO €IMHCTBA, 3aLLHILAS HENPHEMIIEMYIO
IV MEHSl TIOJIMTHYECKYIO JIMHMIO, NHIET Aajibllie TOT Xe ToBapHil: ,,B
JITEPATYPHBIX HpeAnpUATUsSX naptuiies B Poccuy 3a xoswierueit, opra-
HU3YIOLIEN 3TH NMPEANPHUSITHSA, HYXKHO NMPU3HATHL IPABO NMPOBOIUTHL CBOM
B3IJISIAbl HA BOWHY; W1 MAapTHHUEB, HECOTJIACHBIX C 3THUMH B3IVISLAAMH,
JnomkHa ObITh obecrieueHa cBobona JUCKYCCHU ™.

— C 31uM MBI BHOJHE conmuaapubl. MHave, nedCTBUTENIBHO, CO3/1aeTCs
(paKUMOHHOCTL, H BHOCHTCSl OHA B CpPey TEX JIUIL, KOTOPbIE A0 CHX NOp
CTOSUIM 3a eAMHCTBO. MBI O4eHb coBeTyeM Bam oTkazaTbcs OT co3maHHs
€[MHCTBA Ha MOYBE, yKa3aHHOI npeas3sitoit uen. Ecnu ke Bri He cienaete
3TOr0, TO Mbl BBIHYXCHBI OyJeM Tak wiu HHa4e fipoTecToBaTh. JoBens
Hac 10 HeoOXOoAMMOCTH NpoTecTa, Bbl coBepuinTe eule 6ONMbLIYIO OMIHOKY,
€O31aB pACKoJ NMOA NpeLIioroM eadHcTBa. — CUYHTaeM HYXHBIM CKa3aTh
HECKOJIBKO CJIOB O TOM Mjee, KoTopylo Baiuu npeactaButenu xoTend Obl
NOJIOXUTb B OCHOBY O0BbEAHHUTENLHOM opranu3auuu. Mes 3ta B mOJIHOM
CMBICJIE CJIOBA yTonuueckas. JIFoim kejlaioT NpOTHBOMIOCTABI T PEIbHBIM
OTHOLIIEHUAM CBOE€ XOTEHHe (,,XOTMM MHpa’’ U Mp.), JaXe He crpaiuuBas
cebst 0 TOM, B KAKOH MEpPE 3TO XOTEHUE COOTBETCTBYET JEHCTBHUTEIBLHOMY
X0y OTHOLLEHHUH.

OTHoweHns 3TH TakoBHL. [ epmanns u ABCTpo-BeHrpus, yxe HECKOJIBKO
JIeT MCKABILIHKE TIOIXOJIAILEro NOBOAA i BOHHBI (3asiBiieHUst [KHOIUTTH
B UTAJIbSHCKOM NapjiaMeHTe HE OCTABISIOT Ha 3TOT cyYeT HH Masedluero
COMHEHHS), HAKOHEL, OOBSBIIN BOHHY H 3axBaTwiu Benbruro, okomo 10
¢panu. nenapraMeHToB W yacTh [Monbwm. OcTasnsas B ctopone [lonplay

European towns about their views on the war and prospects for party unification. An
informative account is given in A. L. Popov, “Stranichka vospominaniia o rabote v
mezhraionke”, in: “Proletarskaia Revoliutsiia, 1923, No 10, pp. 95-111. See also Pis’ma
Aksel’roda i Martova, op. cit., pp. 318-19.

53 From Popov’s account, loc. cit., p. 102, it is apparent that the reference is to Liubimov.
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U dpaHnMo, BXOJALIHE B TEPPUTOPHH BOIOIOLLIMX CTOPOH, MbI 3asBIIsEM,
4YTO HE MO3BOJIUTENBHO COLMATIIEMOKPATAM XOTETh TAKOI0 MHPA, KOTOPbIN
octaBu Obl benbruto noa urom I'epmanun. Ho IepManus He BHINyCTHT
nobposoiibHo benbrum us cBoux korted. UTo xe HyXHO, I TOro 4TOOBI
ocBobonnTs bembruio? OueBHOHO, LIS 3TOre HEAOCTATOYHO ,,XOTETh
mupa’. s 3TOro HyXHbl TaKUE BOCHHBIE YCIEXH COM3HHUKOB, KOTODbIE
3acTaBwid Obl TepMaHCKHe BOMCKAa BBIATH u3 beabruu M BOHTH B
Hemellkue npejeibl. Ho 06 3ToM HET HU clioBa B Tex NOXeAaHUAX, KOTOpbIE
BuIpaxanun HaM Bamm npenctaputend. OHM XKenaroT, YTOOBI HHUKTO HE
clenan HUKakuX 3aBoeBaHHid. Ho, noBTopseM, moxenaHus caMu no cebe
HH K 4YeMy He BeayT. HyxHbl neificTBus. A 4To kacaeTcs aeiicTsuii, To B.
NpeACTAaBUTENN HAMEYaloT HEYTO B BBICILEH CTENEHH HECOCTOATENLHOE.
Onu roBopsr, 4To OynyT TpeboBaTh OT PYCCKOr0 MPABHUTEILCTBA 3AKIIIO-
yenus Mupa. Ha 310 pycckoe NpaBHTENbCTBO OTBETHT, 4TO, TakK Kak
I'epmaHus Havana BOiHY, TO OT Hee 3aBUCHT M 3akmoyenne mupa. U ono
OyneT npaso. Jlo cux nop B CTOJIKHOBEHHAX PYCCKMX PEBOJIIOLIHOHEPOB C
PYCCKHM [paBUTEILCTBOM JIOTHKA ObL1a Ha CTOPOHE PEBOJIFOLHOHEPOB.
Hamu toBapuiiM XoTsAT caenate Tak, 4ToObl ObUlO HaoOOpOT. MbI He
BHUAMM, 3a4€M HaJI0 AenaTh 3TO.

B poxaecrBenckom Homepe ,, Berliner Tagblatt” 6euta yxasaua weis,
¢ koTopoit 'epmanus Havana BoHHy. OHa 3aK1:04aeTCH B TOM, UTOOHI
€03JaTh TAMOXEHHbIN CO103 B LIEHTPAILHOM EBporne 1 HaBA3aThL OCTATLHOM
Espone Briropnble s I'epmaduu Toprossie 1oropopbl. Haszath apyrum
CTpaHaM TaKH€ JOTOBOPbI 3HAYWIO Obl CAeNaTh HMX NMPEAMETOM 3KOHO-
MHYECKOl 3KcIUTyaTanuu co cTopoHbl ['epmanum. [oBops cobGcTBeHHO O
Poccuu, Mbl 00s3aHbI MMETb B BH[Y, 4TO ee 3kciwyatauus I'epmanueii
OCTAaHOBHUT €€ 3JKOHOMHYECKOE Pa3BUTHE, d C/IEAOBATENLHO pPa3BUTHE
0CBOOOAUTENBEHOIO JIBUXEHHA mnposetapHara. I1o3ToMy co3HaTeNbHbliH
NpOJIETApHUAT HE MMEET IpaBa IOBOJLCTBOBATLCA 0eCCOaepXaTeIbHBIMH
¢dpazamu B pole TOro, 4TO ,,XOTHM MHPa Kak MOXKHO ckopee™.

Byny4u co3HaTeNbHBIM, OH JOJIKEH CTPEMMTHCS K TAKOMY MHUPY, KOTOPBbI#
obecrieuns1 OBl €ro YKOHOMHHYECKHE U BCAKME ApYrue MHTEpechl. B nene
Takoro o0ecnevYeH!si OH, CTOA Ha MEXAYHAPOIHOH TOYKE 3PEHHS, He
umeem npasa CTPEMHUTBCA K IKCIUTyaTallMH IPYTUX HapOAOB, HO OH 06493aH
CONMPOTHBIIATHLCA MOMBITKAM BCAKOTO JPYroro Hapo/Ja HAIOXKHUTb HA HETO
IKOHOMHMUYECKO€ Hro. — Korma mbl BbIpakaeM 3Ty MBbIC]Ib, HAM TOBOPST
OyATO Mbl OTKa3bIBaEMCS OT KJI1AacCOBOH 60pbOBI TaM, rAe pycckuii npoe-
TapyaT BOCCTA€T NPOTHB IKCIUIYATATOPCKHUX MNOMBITOK, HCXOASLIMX OT
Hemeykoti 6ypxyaszun? OHa ecTb, XOTS B HEH y4acTBYIOT K/I4cChl, IPUHAN-
JISKALINE K pa3IMYHbIM HAaMOHAILHOCTAM. Ho 3TO 00BsACHAETCA CYLLHO-
CTBIO MMIEPHATACTHYECKON MOJAUTHKH. — ["oBopsT, yto Poccus toxke He
npous oT umiepuanuiMa. Ho Poccust BarencTBue cpoeil 3koHOMHUYECKOH
OTCTAJIOCTH COBEPUIEHHO HE B COCTOSHMM HAJIOXUTb 3KOHOMHYECKOE MIO
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Ha [epMaHUIO WIH HA APYTYIO KATUTATMCTHYECKYHO CTPaHy. DTO SCHO CaMOo
coGor. HakoHen, ocTariss B CTOPOHE 00aCTh BO3MOXHOIO M NEPEXOAS
B 001aCTh OEHCTBUTENBHOIO, MbI JODKHBI MOMHUTH, YTO BOiHA HayaTa
MMEHHO HeMelKoil Oypxya3ueidl B COrO3e ¢ HEMELUKHM HOHKEPCTBOM H, —
K4K 3TOTO MOXHO ObUIO 0XHMIATH €lile CO BpeMeHHU ctatell bepuiiTeiina o
KOJJOHHANILHOH MOJIMTHKE, > — ¢ HEMEUKUMHU COLHHAIIMCTHYECKUMH OMIOP-
Tyauctamu. Takop ¢akT. B Bumy 3toro ¢akTa He MOMIEKHMT HH Maneii-
1IEMY COMHEHHIO HPABO U 00A3AHHOCHb PYCCKO20 NPOAEMAPUAMA 3auuyams
€8O CMPAHY.

[oBopsT elle, 4TO, 3allMIas €€, OH T€M CaMbIM OyAeT MoaaepXUBaTh
pycckuit napusMm. Ho B meiicTBUTENLHOCTH BBIAAET HaobopoT. B npouecce
camo3anTsel Poccnit Hen3bexHo OOHAPYXKUTCS HECOCTOATENBLHOCTH pyC-
CKOTO Hapu3Ma. 3ajlaua aruTalui B TOM U 3aKIo4YaeTcs, 4ToObl coneicT-
BOBaTh OOHAPYXEHHIO ITOH HECOCTOATEILHOCTH. DTO OTYACTH MOHUMAIOT
HAllll aHAPXO-CHHAUKATUCTHI (JICHHHIIBI), KOTOPbIE XOTAT, 4TOObI BOWMHA
IpEBPaTUIACH B ,, [ PAXAAHCKYIO BOiHY . OHM JaXe yKa3bpIBaIOT HA IPUMED
napwickoit Kommynsl. ITo cBoeMy 0GBIKHOBEHHIO, OHH MHOTOTO HE IIOHHU-
MaoT: HACTPOEHHE, BBI3BABIIEE NIAPIKCKYI0O KOMMYHY, CO3Ja10Ch HMEHHO
B TOM Mpoliecce caMo3anThl PpaHiumu,* B Te4€EHHH KOTOPOTro o6HApYXH-
JIACh HECOCTOATENBHOCTL (PPAHLY3CKOrO MPaBUTEILCTBA B Jejic OOOPOHBI
CTpaHbl. JTO BBISCHAETCH DPELUUTENHLHO BCEMH MCTOPMKAaMM NAPHXCKOH
KomMMyHBI.

Bce 31M cooOpaxeHHs COBEPIIEHHO YIMYCKarOTCs W3 BuAy Bammmu
OpeACTaBUTENAMM, a MEXJIy TeM HX HeoOXOAWMO UMETh B BHAY IpH
BBISICHEHUH HAILIEro OTHOLIEHUS K BOiiHE. BOT moueMy Mbl €llie pa3 npocuM
Bac He BoIABUraTh B. HeH kacaTeabHO BOMHBI, KaK YCIOBHSA 00bEIHHEHUS,
a, [J1aBHOE, HE CTABUTH HAC B HEOOXOMMMOCTH IJIACHO 3aSIBUTb O CBOEM
Hecornacuu ¢ Bamu. Xopouo 6bu10 661 €AMHCTBO, HaYaBIeecs ¢ packoa!5s

Kmem pyku. C TOBapHLIECKUM [IPUBETOM.

Naa Axcenspon
I'. IlnexaHoB
I1. J{neBHULIKHI
Jlobas.1enue (13 nucbma B [Tapux ot 4-11-1915)
,,1.T. COpauIMBaJiM, KaKOBO Halle MHEHHE OTHOCHTEJIBHO TIOJOCOBAHHUA

* Hanomuum, uto Bnanxu, kpaitHnii ppaHLy3ckuit peBonOLHMOHEP, H3aaBai rasery ,,OTe4ecTBo
B omnacHocTu!”

5 The reference may be to Bernstein’s “Socialdemokratie und Imperialismus”, in:
Sozialistische Monatshefte, IV (1900), pp. 238-51, and “Patriotismus, Militarismus und
Sozialdemokratie”, ibid., XI (1907), pp. 434-40. Bernstein shortly became critical of the
German government and the Majority Social Democrats. '

3 Plekhanov’s arguments failed to convince Popov and Stoinov or the Edinstvo group
in Russia, most of whom adopted the internationalist line.
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BOCHHBIX KPEAUTOB H NPOY. ... MBI O4YeHb H OYEHb COBETYyeM (PAKIIHH,
a ecnd Obl OHA HE COINACHIACh, HALUEMY MAENYTATY, 2040CYA NPOMUS
COOMBeMCMBYIOWUX Kpeoumos, MOTUBUPOBATH TAKOE [OJIOCOBAHHE TEM,
YTO, XOTS MBIl H CUHTAEM COBEPILEHHO Heobxoaumol obopoHy crpaHsl,
HO, K COXAICHUIO, 3TO NEPBOH BAXKHOCTH AEI0 HAXOAUTCS B CIAUIIKOM HEHA-
JEXHBIX PyKax CaAMOIEPAKABHOIO LIAPCKOTO NMPABHTEILCTBA™ .

Ipunuckam. O.aweuna: ., Jop. Tosapumu! C ynoBONBCTBHEM BbIpaxaro
CBOIO MOJIHYIO COTMAAPHOCTD C COJIEPKAHUEM ITOTO
nucbMa. C Ipeacrasutetsmu Eaunctsa’ 1 Takxke
becenoBan’.

B. Osnbrun

4. PLEKHANOV TO G. A. ALEKSINSKII
Kenesa, 10 urons 1915

VBaxaeMblii T. AJIEKCHHCKH#, MpeXAe BCEro MO3BONbTe Mobjaaroaaputh
Bac 3a kuury. biaromapro 3a 1o, 4yto Bbl npucnanu ee mue ¢ Jit00e3HOH
HAJIMUCKIO ; Oyiarogapro ¥ BooOllle, KaK YUTATeNb. Baa KHUTA MPHHECET
60JIBLLIYIO 10JIb3Y HHOCTPAHHOM YHTalO1Ied MyOIIuKe, BEPOSATHO CIIbIILIABHICH
O TOM, 4YTO MEXAY PYCCKHMH DPEBOJIOLMOHEPAMH €CTh TaKHE HIHOTSHI,
KOTOpbIe XxoTesu Ob1, 4TOOBI X CTpaHa cAejianach XepTBOit IKOHOMHYECKOH
U TIOJMTHYECKOM IKCIUTyaTaluu co ctoponsl I epmannu. M3 Batueit kuurn
WHOCTPAHIBI YBHUIAAT, 4YTO MEXJAY HaMHM HE BCe 3TOro xenawt. Y1 oHu
CKaxyT cebe: 3HAYUT, MEXAY HUMH €CThb CEpbe3HbIC JoAHW. Biluia-mu
Bawia xHHMra takxe M Ha aHIVIMACKOM s3bIke?%¢ Ecnu HeT, nouLuiuTe ee
HENpEMEHHO B peakumio ,,Justice” (Jlongonckoii)® m1s oT3bIBa.
Ilepexoxy k TOMy Oeny, o KoTopoM Bl MHe nucanu: — S nepxych Toro
MHEHHsl, 4TO Mbl HE MMeeM MpaBa mondats. Ho He umeeM u mpasa ca-
JIMThCA B KaJ1011y : 3T0 ObUTO ObI TOp3)KECTBOM HAMOTOB. [To3TOMY Nonararo,
4YTO HEOOXOMMMO TpeJABAPHUTENBLHO B3AThCS 33 TO, YTO B MCTOPUUYECKOH
HayKe Ha3bIBAETCA KPUTHMKOH HcTO4YHHMKOB. HeobOxomumo mnoasBeprayTh
CTPOrOMy MEPECMOTPY BCE T€ JAHHbIE, KOTOPBIE Y€ UMEIOTCS HWIH MOTYT
OBITH IONTy4EHBI IOTOM, HO 10 Hayana Aesa. Hano, utobwi cpasy Obu1a oTasaTa
y [POTHUBHUKA BO3MOXHOCTb 3akpHu4ath: ,,I HycHas kneBeta!” M 310 BCe,
4TO s MOry cka3aTh Mo noBojay 3Toro Aena”® Ho 3a kpuTuky HCTOY-

56 The volume referred to is Aleksinskii’s La Russie et la Guerre. It was published
simultaneously in London as Russia and the Great War.

57 Justice, the organ of the British Socialist Party, had printed Plekhanov’s letter of
October 1914 cited in note 4.

58 As it becomes apparent further along in this letter, a scheme of Parvus is at issue.
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HUKOB d CTOIO ¥ O4YeHb npotily Bac BHMMaTenbHO 3aHsATheA e10. — Hanuiure,
yto Bul aymaere o moem coseTe. — Kcrtatu! Eciim Bl Bo3bMeTech 3a
KPMTHKY MCTOYHHKOB M BooOlie 3a BCce J3TO [eno, TO yexaTh
Bam w3 [lapuxa HeBo3MoOxHO. 2T10 oueBuano. HMuaue artako-
BAHHLIM MPOTHBHUK ycrieeT OexaTh. Kpenko KMy pyky.

Bam I'. TTnexanos

P.S. Mue caaercsa, uto Bbl npaBbl, CYHTass HEOCTOPOXHOCTBLIO
neperosopel ¢, Hammm CrnoBom™. TyT, NEHCTBUTENBHO, HYXHBI
ObicTpota ¥ Hatuck. Ho, mMoxeT ObiTh, T. Mapk #nMeeT xakue
Hubyns  ocobble, mecmubie coobpaxenus!®® HWx s He 3HarO W
cyouts moka He Oepycb. Ho ¢ oOuieit Touku 3penusa Bel mpabbl
N nosop Obut Obl, ecntm 6Gbl Ha gennrd IlapByca OblL1 OCHOBaH

JIETATbHBIA OpraH. 60
I'.I1.

Aleksinskii had earlier attacked Parvus for his connections with the German-subsidized
Union for the Liberation of the Ukraine. Now he was prepared to brand him an agent
provocateur in the pay of the Central Powers, with the mission of fomenting revolution in
Russia. Further, he intended to denounce the Institute for the Study of the Social
Consequences of War that Parvus had founded in Copenhagen, and into whose service
he had recruited a number of emigrant Russian Social Democrats, as a nest of spies.
Aleksinskii pressed his charges, partly on the basis of evidence provided by Dr Ia.
Fridman, A. Kiselev and P. Stepanov, in “Mezhdunarodnaia ober-provokatsiia”, in:
Rossiia i Svoboda, September 5 and 26, 1915. He subsequently repeated the charges and
briefly summarized the evidence in L’Humanité, October 3 and 19. See also Senn, The
Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 110-11; Z. A. B. Zeman and W. B. Scharlau, The
Merchant of Revolution: The Life of Alexander Israel Helphand (Parvus) 1867-1924
(London, 1965), pp. 159-64, 195-96. For a critique of the latter work, L. van Rossum, “A
propos d’une biographie de Parvus”, in: Cahiers du Monde Russe et Soviétique, VIII
(1967), pp- 244-63.

% Mark Liubimov. This paragraph shows that Aleksinskii wished also to prove the
existence of the links between Parvus and Nashe Slovo that he had frequently alleged, but
he was obliged to temper that accusation in Rossiia i Svoboda, September 26. While the
Social Democrats whom Parvus had recruited in Switzerland were supporters of Nashe
Slovo, he claimed, he conceded that the efforts of one of them to secure the backing of the
Nashe Slovo people in Paris for the Copenhagen Institute had failed. A. G. Zurabov, a
Social Democratic deputy in the Second Duma and one of Parvus’s employees in the
Copenhagen Institute, wrote a partial reply to Aleksinskii’s charges that was printed in
L’Humanité, October 19.

80 The charge that Golos (and its successor Nashe Slovo) was financed by German
money was raised by French nationalist writers and Russian emigrants soon after the
paper’s creation. Such historians as Zeman and Scharlau (The Merchant of Revolution,
op. cit,, p. 155) and F. Conte (Christian Rakovski (1873-1941). Essai de biographie
politique (Paris, 1975), 1, pp. 141-47) argue that the charge was well-founded, that the
paper was “mainly” financed by German money advanced through Rakovski. The
evidence they present to support the charge is, however, inconclusive. A close study by a
Dutch historian concludes that at least part of the financial support of the paper is rightly
suspect. See A. P. van Goudoever, “Cristian Racovski and Nashe Slovo (1914-1916)”
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P.P.S. MHrak, BOT MoO€¢ 3aKlO4EeHHE: a) KPUTHKA HCTOYHUKOB;
b) mocne Hee ObICTpasi ¥, MO BO3MOXHOCTH, BHE3alHas arTaka.
N 10, u apyroe mnpenctamisercs MHE HalEw OpsSMoro 00s3aHHO-
CTbIO. Ml cOeaaau vt npecmyn.aetue, ecau 0b da.au yiomu mep3sasyy Ilapeycy.

Baw I'.IT.

5. ALEKSINSKII’S NOTE ON A CONVERSATION WITH PLEKHANOV IN GENEVA,
SEPTEMBER 1915

3anuce Gecennbr Moeit (I'. A. Anekcunckoro) ¢ [nexanoseiM, B XKenese,
1915 .61

I'.B. HaxoauT, 4TO MOH pa3obiayeHus O CBA3AX 6—KOB C HEMLIAMH HMEIOT
4ype3BbIYAlHO BAaXHOE 3Hau€HUE s OOpbOBI ¢ MOPaXKEHYECKUMH H TeEp-
MaHO(MILCKUMH TEHZEHIMSIMH cpeu sMurpanun. [To muennto I'.B., Jlesun
CXBAaTWICA 3a BOHHY, KaK 3a €JUHCTBEHHOE [UIs HETO CPeACTBO NOOUTHCA
cBoux uened. Eciu Obl He BCIBIXHYNAa BOMHA, TO BOMPOC O €ro Je3opra-
HU3aTOPCKOH posiu B pycckoM pabodeM IBHXeHUH, ObLT Obl NOCTARICH HA
Mexnaynap. CounanmuctudeckomM Konrpecce, koTopblid, HaBepHO, OCY AW Obl
Jlernna n uckmoumw Ob1 ero u3 Coumanucrudeckoro Murepranuonana,
Kak B cBoe BpeMs Obutn uckitodeHb! bakywun u K. BoiiHa nomewana
co3biBy Konrpecca u cnacna JlenuHa ot uckintodenus u3 psnos Col.
Wnrepnaunonana.®? JlennH 3a 310 gomken GuiTh O61arogapen Buibrensmy
II ¥ TepMAaHCKHM MUJIMTAPHUCTaM, CHPOBOLIMPOBABUINM BOiHY. EcTecTBeH-
HO, 4TO JIEHHUH OJKEH ,,13 MPOCTOM O6JIarofapHOCTH’ — cKa3ajl NoJTyLIyTs
I'.B. — xenath uM nodenpl, a Poccuit 1 coro3HMKaM nopaxeHusl.

Ha moii Bonpoc: — nomyckaet ju I'.B. nonyuenue nopaxenuamMu ¢ouHaH-
COBOM MOAMEPXKKH OT HEMEUKOro mpaBuTenncTsa,®® [B. oTeeTw1, uTO

in: Romanian History 1848-1918, ed. by A. P. van Goudoever (Groningen, 1979), p. 119.
61 This conversation occurred at the time of the founding of Prizyv in September 1915
(see note 66). Aleksinskii wrote this memorandum after the meeting of course, but it is
impossible to date the document exactly. In the NB, Aleksinskii first wrote September
1915.

62 On these affairs, see R. C. Elwood, “Lenin and the Brussels ‘Unity’ Congress of July
19147, in: Russian Review, XXXIX, pp. 32-49.

63 Within the limits of this contribution it is of course impossible to treat in extenso the
much-debated question whether the Bolsheviks received money from the Germans in the
course of World War L. After G. Katkov and Z. A. B. Zeman published the relevant
German Foreign Office documents in the late °fifties, there could be no doubt that the
German government allocated considerable sums to support various nationalist and
socialist groups opposed to the Tsarist regime, the Bolsheviks among them. However, G.
Bonnin, L. van Rossum and others have expressed serious doubts as to whether these
documents prove that some of this money reached the Bolsheviks, as many Western
historians have asserted. After reviewing all the pertinent evidence, A. E. Senn concludes:
“That Tsivin, Parvus, Keskiila, and Moor worked as German agents of one sort or
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BIIOJTHE IOMYCKAET, MO0 3HAET, 4TO YXKE€ BO BPEMS PYCCKO-STIOHCKOM BOMHEL,
JlenuHckuil LeHTP HE Ope3roBal MOMOLLUBIO SIMOHCKOTO MNPaBUTEILCTBA,
areHThl koToporo B EBpomne moMoraim pacnpoCTPpaHEHHIO JIEHHHCKHX
u3gaHuid. B 3TOM, Torma ke, T.e. BO BPEMS PYCCKO-SITOHCKON BOWHBI
npusnaincs ['.B-4y Gnuxkaiimit copatuuk Jlenuna, Bonu-bpyenuu.64

Yro kacaetcs [1apByca, To, mo Muenuto I'.B—ya, [Tapsyc BooO1ile yenosek
HeuucTowioTHpid. OH OOBHHSUICS B pacTpaTe MAPTHHHBIX ICHET W, Paju
JIeHeT, crnocobed MOHTH Ha Clyx0y K HEMIIaM.

[ B. He yauBiIseTCs JMUEMEPHOMY KPHKY, KOTOPBIH MOIHSIH TpO-
THUB MEHS MOPaXEHIbl M HEMELKHE HAEMHHUKH NOCe MOUX pa3obiaveHuii
o Hux.® — Bel, cka3an mue I'.B., HaHecaM UM Takoii ynap, YTO OHH, KOHEYHO,
B GenieHodi 3mobe npotus Bac. Ho 310 Hen3bexHo, 3a cMmelloe U YeCcTHOE
BBICTYIUIEHUE MPOTHUB nod.zeyoe (SIC), MOUIeLbI He MOTYT He MCTUTh. Ho
3aTO MOPAAOYHBIE JIIOAH W YECTHbIE colyanucTel Oyayt ¢ Bamu. T'.B.
obellal MHe CBOMO MOJIHYIO MOAEPKKY U HA MPOLLIAHUE OOHST MEHH.

NB. D70 3anuce pas3roBopa, koTopslit Obul y Aunekcunckoro ¢ [.B.
IlnexanospiM B JKeHeBe BO BpeMsi COBELIAHHS COIMA-IEMOKPATOB H 3C-
3poB 00OpOHLEB, B pe3yjbTaTe KOTOporo, B abrycte 1915 r., ObLia
cO3/aHa aHTUNOpaxenyeckas rpymmna ,,[Ipusbis’. 66

Honoanenue (x 3anucu 6ecennl ¢ I'. B. IiiexanoBbiM)

ITnexanoB moxesnan roBopuTh co MHOto o Aente [lapsyca u Moux pa3obina-
YEHHUAX € [J1a3y Ha 1y1a3, nbo, Kak OH BBHIPA3WICA, AeNI0 3TO Ype3BblYaiiHON
BAXHOCTU U HAJO, YTOOBI BO3MOXHO MEHBIIEE YUCIO HECKPOMHBIX yIUCH
MOTJIO CIIBIIATD, TO, YEro UM CJIBILATH HE HATO.

KpoMme toro I[liexanos npenBunen xecTo4aillyto MONEMHKY MO 3TOMY
NOBOAY B COUMATUCTHYECKUX KpYyrax, OellieHble aTaKi Ha MEHS NOPaXeHIICB

W TCPMAHCKHUX ar¢HTOB. [Inexanos CKa3aJl, YTO OH YBECPCH, YTO MCHS 3TH

another, is not to be denied [. . .]. Yet there is no evidence that they transmitted anything
{before the February Revolution] from the Germans to Lenin.” See A. E. Senn, “The
Myth of German Money during the First World War”, in: Soviet Studies, XX VIII (1976),
. 85.
g“ V. D. Bonch-Bruevich (1873-1955), an associate of Plekhanov’s Emancipation of
Labor Group before the turn of the century, and later a collaborator in various Bolshevik
publishing enterprises.
% See, for example, Trotskii’s anonymous article “Klevetnikam!”, in: Nashe Slovo,
April 25, 1915; id., “Otkrytoe pis’mo T. Plekhanovu”, loc. cit.; and, for a later case,
“Byvshii deputat ili gorokhovoe pal’to”, ibid., November 5. These items involved in-
sinuations against Rakovski, Trotskii and Bukharin.
6 On the meeting, which occurred September 5 to 10, 1915, see Senn, The Russian
Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 108-09. A manifesto (Izveshchenie), which Plekhanov
probably wrote, outlined the views of the new group, and announced its intention to
publish Prizyv.
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aTTaku He NMokonebaoT M g1 Oyny mpoaoyKaTh HavaTbie pa3o0iayeHus.
Ho o onacancs, 4yTo aaxe He Bce 0OOPOHIIBL, 3C-13KH H 3C-3PbI, — HAHAYT
B cebe [10CTATOYHO MYXECTBA YCTOATH NEpei HATUCKOM repMaHOGMWIOB
1 HeM. areHToB. HekoTopble okaxyTcst clabOHEPBHBIMHU M HAYHYT TOBOPUTD
— 3ayeM 3TH pazobmavenus? Ouu xomupoMeTTHpyroT naptuio. K uemy
BBIHOCUTB COP M3 U30nl U np. 7

Hano ObITH TOTOBBIM K 3TOMY ,,IIPHNAJAKY MalOAyIIUs’ y HEKOTO-
PBIX U3 HALLIUX TOBApULICH.

S oTBeTMN, UTO fi PYKOBOXYCh CBOEH COBECTbIO M CBOMM CO3HAHHEM
[loJira ColMaI-IeMOKpaTa i peBosmonoHepa. Pazo0ayaTs rps3Hyro H3MeHy
He nepecTany. IliexaHoBa 3a MOPaTbHYIO TOANEPXKKY CepAeuHO fiaroxapio.

Mpil yropopunuch ¢ [LiexaHOBBIM O MEpenucke Mo NoBOAY AajbHEHANIEro
pa3BUTHS ,,COOBITHIA™.

I'. AnexcuHckuit

6. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII, DICTATED TO R. M. PLEKHANOVA

San Remo, 11 ¢despans 1916r.

VBaxaeMblil I puropuii AnekceeBu,

Moii Myx, BepHyBIuKCh BYepa u3 Hunuewl, 3actan 3aecy Bame nucbMo u
CHEUIHT Ha HEro OTBETUTb, HO OH COBCEM OoJieH, U NMOTOMY § MUILY NOA
€ro AMKTOBKY.

Obpaiuenne Kk JyMckod ¢pakLUi C UINOKEHHEM HAILECH TOYKH 3PEHHS
KpaitHe xenatenbHo.8” C HuM Hamoo cremuTs. B oOpauieHun cneayer ot-
TEHUTh, YTO XJIONOTHl HeMeukoro Parteivorstand’a o Mupe npeacraBnset
coboil Juump HOBYK (GOpMY, B KOTOPYIO OOJEKaloTCs €ro MMnepHau-
CTUYECKUE CTPEMIIEHHS, M YTO CONUATACTHI ATTAKOBAHHBIX CTPAH MOKa3aIH
ObI ce0sl OYeHb HAMBHBIMM, €CNTM Obl MOANATHCH Ha ynouky r.r. Lleiaema-
HOB.%8 UTo kacaercs o6Gpa3oBaHHs KOMHTETa W3 COLMAN-AEMOKDATOB U
TPYILOBHUKOB, TO, 0100psas MO0, MO MyX, HC MOHHUMAaeT Ha3BaHUs. OH
JIyMaeT, 4YTO BMECTO CJIOBa KOMMTET, HAJO B35iTh Kakoe-HUOyIdb Opyroe,

87 Plekhanov’s open letter to the Social Democratic deputy Bur’ianov had been a move
to establish relations with the fraction. (The two had been associated in the Edinstvo
group before the war.) Another deputy, I. A. Man’kov, had earlier voted for war credits,
and as a consequence was expelled from the Social Democratic fraction. Prizyv, March
18, 1916, noted with satisfaction that Bur’ianov, Man’kov and all the Trudoviks had taken
the defensist line at the Duma session that began on February 9 (22). Bur'ianov had
declared his complete solidarity with Plekhanov’s group.

68 The reference is probably to the Guiding Principles on the Question of War Aims
adopted at the joint meeting of the Party Executive and the Reichstag group on August
14-16, 1915; and to Scheidemann’s interpellation in the Reichstag on December 9,
wherein he had pleaded that Germany take the initiative for peace without annexations,
but with Germany retaining Alsace-Lorraine. See Miller, Burgfrieden und Klassen-
kampf, op. cit., pp. 117-25, 190-200.
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Harp.: corjlalienye. Yo xe kacaercs MexX1ynapilaMeHTCKON KOH(epeHInH,
TO MO MYK HAXOJAMT OUYEHD XKelaTelbHbIM oOpailieHue K Hell B ykazaHHOM
Bamu cMmbicie. OHO 10/KHO OBITH CAETaHO HA XopolleM (paHIy3CKOM
s3bike. [1o3ToMy k ero cocTamineHuio Hago ObUto OBl mpuBicus [roma
win bpak3.5® A depe3 Hux mocoBeToBaThCs C ['2710M Ha cyeT ee comdep-
KAHHWs: OH, BEPOATHO, XOPOLIO 3HAKOM C ICHXOJIOTHEH TakuxX KOHdpe-
pennnit. Kpome toro, ot ['aaa Hano 6su10 Obl o L, [lpussiBa’ MHTEPBbLIO
1O BOMPOCY O MUPOJTIOOUBBIX MPOIKTax Hemelkoro Parteivorstand’a.’0

Touyno Takke BecbMa XellaTe/IbHO YCTAHOBJIEHHE CBs3ed MeXAy pen-
axuueit ,,JIpusbiBa’ u Ppannysckoit naprueil. B obpaienuu x Helt Hamo
OTMETUTb, YTO Ha HALUEH TOYKE 3PEHUSA CTOUT OTPOMHOE OOJIBIIMHCTBO
¢paHILy3CKOro npojerapuara.

2-ro ToMa paboThl MyXxa Mbi etiie He noaydwin.’! B, I1pussise’ o 6yner,
[0 MEpE BO3MOXHOCTH, YaCTO MUCATH.

Mui 06a uem Bam ropsiumii npuser.

P. ITnexaHnosa

7. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 31 mapta, 1916T.
MHoroysaxaemsblit I'puropuii Anexkceepud,
A uHa penbix ABa JHS 3aMeTwl oTBeToMm Ha Bawe nucemo. Ilpoctute:
ObL1 KpailHe 3aHsT, K TOMY Xe 1 XoTel o0aymaTh CBO# OTBeT Ha Bam
somnpoc. Tenepy s Bam ckaxy BoT uto. COBEpLIEHHO OYEBH/HO, YTO
BostonTep He mkeHTIbM3H.72 BeicTynaTh ¢ HUM BMECTE OY€Hb HEMPHSATHO.
Ho u3 3a 3TOro Bce Taku He CTOMT MemaTh C3Bpaky nesaTh cBoe aeno.”3
U ecnmn Caspak Oymer no Toil WiM mo Apyroi NpHYMHE, HACTAMBaTh HA
ydyactuu BojonTepa, To Hamo yctynuTh. Sinon, non. Bot Bce, uTO 5 Mory

69 Charles Dumas (1883-1955), French socialist and member of the Chamber of
Deputies, was the Secretary of Guesde’s ministry. Alexandre Bracke-Desrousseaux
(1861-1955), another French socialist deputy, and a Guesdist, was a member of the
Executive Committee of the French party. Both supported the war.

T have found no such interview in Prizyv.

"1 The reference is to Plekhanov’s Istoriia russkoi obshchestvennoi mysti, whose second
volume appeared at the end of 1915.

"2 Volonter was the pseudonym of M. Pavlovich-Weltmann (1871-1929), a collaborator
of Nashe Slovo. Volonter penned a cutting attack on Plekhanov’s O voine, and sent it to
Nashe Zaria in Petrograd for publication. The editors refused to print it, but Plekhanov
may somehow have learned of its contents. Pis’ma P. B. Aksel’roda i Iu. O. Martova, pp.
335-36.

8 J. B. Séverac, a French socialist writer, occasionally contributed to Prizyv. He had
evidently proposed a publishing enterprise in which Volonter would collaborate with
Plekhanov and Aleksinskii. To yoke the internationalist with the two defensists was likely
to be more than difficult, and in fact no such enterprise ever materialized.
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cKasaTh 110 3ToMy nopoay. Ilpubanimo BnpoueMm, 4To npeanpustue Cospaka
obemaeT OBITHL 418 HAC BecbMa nosie3HbIM. CTano ObITh, €ro Hajo noamep-
kaTb. Hackonabko s Mory cyauth mo nocieauum ,.Humanité”, namm
(bpaHLYy3CKHE TOBAPHILM NPUAAIOT CIAMMIKOM OOJbIIOE 3HAYEHHE TepPMaH-
CKO# C.-a. onnosuumu.’ O6 3TOM HaM, Kak BUIHO, IPUIETCA €LIE COPUTH
¢ Humu. I'me? S nymaro B Oynymem oprane Caspaka. Kcratu, nepe-
naiite C3ppaky MoH HCKpeHHBIH npuseT. 51 ObuT Gbl OuveHb Giarogapen
Bam, ecnn 661 Bbl XOpolueHbko OCBEIOMIIH MeHsl O B3risgax JIoHrs Ha
HBIHEIIHEE MOJIOXKEHHE. DTO BAXHO Ul MEHA MO MHOTHM MNpPHYHHAM.
Boob61ue, Brl caenaere xopouee aeno, nepxa MeHs au courant ppaHiy3cKux
HacTpoenuit. UTto Bamm coyrHenusi Ha HHOCTPAHHBIX A3BIKAX PACXOAATCS
BO MHOTMX M3JaHMAX, 3TOMy 1 OT ayuiM paa. S Beicoko crammo Baiu
TaJIaHT IMyONHMUKCTa U ¢ OOJIBIINM HHTEPECOM cliexy 3a Bauieit nutepartyp-
HO#l pnearenpHocThlo. K coxanenmro, xuur Baummx y mens uer. Ecom
MOXETE, IPHIIUTHTE.

Hanerocs, uto I'aa nepecian Bam moro crateto mis L, [Ipussisa’ o peun
Uxeupze.”> Hamnimure, xoTs Obl B KapTe, KOraa oHa OyJeT HameyaTaHa.
Baum nuceMa Bceraa MeEHSl paiyloT, B HMX TaKk MHOTO yOexIeHHs U
SHEPIHM.

Ha anax npuuwic Bam yepes Faga nucbsMo ko MHe OJHOTO JIMKBH/IATODA,
CTOSALIErO Teneph 32 CaMO3AILLHUTY CTpaHbl. MHe IYMAETC YTO €ro MOXKHO
ucnonb3oBaTh 41 ,,[IpussiBa”. Kctatu, ectb 1 y Bac cbopuuk nukpuna-
TOpoB?7® V MeHs ero noka eiie Her.

Bien a vous
G. Plekhanoff
[puset T. JIrobumony I'.I1.

" On March 24, Hugo Haase and seventeen others were expelled from the Social
Democratic Reichstag group for voting against war credits. L’Humanité carried reports
on the German Social Democrats on March 24, 27, 29, 30 and 31.

7> This was a commentary on the speech that N. S. Chkheidze, head of the Menshevik
faction in the Duma, delivered to that body on February 10, 1916. The article, “Esli
khochesh dobrogo mira, vedi khoroshuiu voinu”, appeared in Prizyv, No 28 (April 8,
1916). Plekhanov evidently corresponded with his colleagues in Paris by way of Guesde,
1o avoid difficulties that might be created by French government surveillance of letters
from abroad.

6 The reference is to Samozashchita (Petrograd, 1916), a collection of articles in support
of the Russian war effort edited by A. N. Potresov, and including articles by V. Zasulich,
P. Maslov, V. Vol'skii, Potresov and others. Plekhanov had bitterly fought the liquidator
faction in the party in the pre-war years, but with the outbreak of the war his position and
that of such liquidators as Potresov and Maslov turned out to be similar.
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8. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 26 anpens 1916T.
Hoporoii Cpuropuii AjtexceeBud,
Hnmy Bam O HENOCPEACTBEHHBIM BIICYATIICHHEM H3BECTHS O )1}’6J'IPIHCKOM
poccTtanun. S npouen o HeM B ,,Secolo XIX™, TONBKO 4TO NMONYYEHHOM
B San Remo. .
CoBepliIeHHO ACHO, YTO ITO repMaHCKasi HHTpHUra. Brieuatnenue ot aToro
BOCCTAaHHS OyIeT He B Moib3y cowo3HHkoB. Ecnu Oyaer, yto HUOyab UH-
TepecHoe 00 3TOoM aene B ,, Temps” win B apyrod kako## HuOya» na-
PHXCKOIt razere, cOOOLIMTE MHE MUCBMOM : Ia3eT CroAa, KaXEeTCH He Hpo-
NyCKAaIOT, eCJId OHM HE MJYT HENOCPEACTBEHHO W3 Ta3€THOM JKCIeUIIMH.
,.I1pH3bIBY’’ HEOOXOAMMO MNMEYATHO BbICKa3aThcs 00 Mpnanackom aeie.’” 1
TaK BBICKA3aThCH, YTOOBI Yy BO3MOXHBIX PYCCKHX BCHBIILKOMYCKATENEH
npolivia 0xoTa npuberaTh k procedés, NMOJE3HBIM TOJAbKO IUIS TepMaH-
ckoro umnepHanusMa. Bet u T. JIroOuMOB okaxete MHE OOJBLIYIO YCIYTY,
NOJHAB 3TOT BONPOC Ha COOpaHMM peJakUWH U coobumuTe MHe 00 ee
peweHud. bega xute tak ganexo. Kcratu, @ynapaMuHCKHE 78 03HaKOMMI
MEHd €O CcBOocHd cTaTbel 3abpakoBaHHON OONBIIMHCTBOM peAAKLHU
,,JIpu3biBa”. OH COBEPLIEHHO MPHMHUPWICA C y4acThiO 3TOM CTaThbH, HO
MHE KaXeTcs, 4To Bl 6buty cituiiikoM cTpord. OH He NOAHMMAET BOTIPOCa
0 TEpEMEHE MPOrpamMMbl KpaHHHX JIeBbIX mapTHit. OH rOBOPUT HCKIHOUH-
TEJIBHO TOJNILKO O makmuke. I MHe KaXeTcsi, 4TO OH BBICKA3&JICs B JyXe
T€X TE3UCOB, KOTOpble ObUIM NPUHATHI BceMH HaMu B Xenese.”™® ToBops
3TO, f UMEIO B BUAY €ro ewigodvr. Kak Mapkcuct, s apeymenmuposas 6ol
unave. Ho Beab B JaHHOM cilydvae nenio B BbiBojax. Ilosepbte, I puropuit
AuiekceeBHY, MHE OBbLTO OBI TsKeNO pacxoauThesi ¢ Bamu. S odyens BpICOKO
ctapmo Bawr Heocnopumslit mybnuctudecknit Tanant. Ho ne 6ynsTe cnuiu-
KOM N0J03pUTeNbHBl. He npunuceiBaiiTe MHE ONMOPTYHU3M, KOTOPBIH ObUT
MHE BCEr/ia HeHaBUCTeH. S 1yMalo, YTo ¢lieJ0BaIO Obl HANEYATATH CTAThIO
®yHIAMUHCKOTO M TOTYAC XK€ HAayaTb MO €€ TOBOJY, CIIOKOHHBIN, TOBa-
puuleckuii 0OMeH MHeHuit. OTo npuaano 6w1 ,,I1pussiBy’ HOBBIM HHTEpeC
U HOBOE HCTOpHueckoe 3HaveHue. S obewaro Bam Gonbliyro cTaThio mo
BONPOCY, MOJHATOMY B 3TOH cTaThe. OIOBOPKA, — BbIpaXeHue map-
KCU3M uHmeauzenyuu Haao 6bL1o OBl YCTPAHHTDL BO BCAKOM citydae. [Tonesno
OyneT ycTpaHUTh H ykasanue HA owubku 1905-1907. B xoaIMIMOHHOM

™ Plekhanov publicly opposed the Easter uprising in an article “Anglo-Irlandskaia
drama”, in: Prizyv, No 33 (May 13, 1916).

8 I. I. Bunakov-Fundaminskii (1881-1942), a prominent Socialist Revolutionary, was a
member of Prizyv’s editorial board.

™ The meeting which established the Prizyv group. The principles are embodied in the
Izveshchenie referred to in note 66.
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oprase, kax ,,JIpu3bIB” rOBOPHTh 00 3THX OLIMOKAX HEYMECTHO: 4yTh JIH
He KaXK[Ibli U3 HacC MOHMMAcET HX IO cCBOeMy. 3aTeM, el Oory, ciexoBano
661 HaneuataTh MHeHue PyHaamuHckoro. Koneuno, s rosopto o6 une
cause jugée. Ho ecnu 6b1 Bl cmsarumwtucs, 10 Teserpadupyiite ®ynaamun-
CKOMY, OH BhIIIUIET BaM cTaThi0.80
Hoxnox T. JIloOUMOBY U BCEM IPYTHM TOBapHLlaMm.

Baw

I'. InexanoB
P.S. Bosbiioe ciacubo 3a kHHUTY.

9. PLEKHANOV TO THE EDITORS OF PRIZYV

San Remo, 24 masn 1916T.

Hoporue Topapuiuy,
A Tenerpammoit mpocuit Bac nonoxaaTe MOEro NMUCbMA, TaK KAk s HE MOT'Y
Oe3ycnoBHO 006pHTE COocTaBIeHHBIH BaMu MpodkT obpalieHus K HALIMM
¢dbpaHIy3CKUM TOBapHIIaMm.
1. S aymaro, 4TO Opexje, HeXeId NMPeNNnpUHATH Kakue Hubyan obbsc-
HEeHUs ¢ AIMHHUCTPATHUBHOM KOMMHCCHM Halo HeodduumnaabHO nepero-
Boputh ¢ I'smom. Ecin 661 penakuum ,,I1pu3siBa’ He yaanoch CroBOpuThLCS
¢ I'agoM, 1O eif Bce Taku He CiledyeT MPeANpPHHHMATHL ILAroB, MOTYLIHX
BLI3BATh HeqOopa3yMeHus mexny I'aaom u Hamu.

IMpoytute IroMa MO€ NMCbMO H NMONPOCUTE €I0 YCTPOHUTh HEOOXOIMMOE
Utsi OOBSICHEHUSI CBHIAHMS.
2. B pasroBope ¢ I's310M s coBepiueHHO oTka3zajics Obl OT TOro TOHA, B
KOTOpOM HanucaH Bawn 3anpoc ¢panuysckoi naptuu. S 312w ¢panuy3os
U TIpeAcKa3biBaio BaM, 4TO TOH 3TOT cnOCOOGEH TONBKO BBI3BATH MOYTH —
paspbiB C GpaHIy3CKOM mapTUed. A OT pa3pbiBa IIpeXAe BCETO BLIMTPAIOT
¢ppannysst. Hago roBopuTh COBEPLIEHHO TOBAPHILIECKUM TOHOM, 0COOEHHO
¢ Ioom.

OO0bsicHEHHE KOTOPOE Tenepb MPOH30IMIET, CIeNOBANIO NPEANPUHATEL 00
noesoxu Toma e Poccuro.8' Pa3 oH noexan Tyna, on ne mo2 He npedcmas-

80 No article by him appeared in Prizyv after No 31 (April 29) until No 38 (June 17),
when Bunakov joined Avksent’ev in authoring a piece on the affairs of the SRs.

81 Albert Thomas (1878-1932), French socialist leader and Minister of Munitions in the
war cabinet. With René Viviani (1863-1925), Minister of Justice, he visited Russia in May
5-7, 1916, to strengthen ties between the two allies. The Paris editors of Prizyv drafted a
complaint to the Administrative Commission of the French party that spoke of the
expected presentation of Thomas to the Tsar as something “unheard of in the history of
socialism”, and tantamount to moral support of Tsarism’s repressive policies. The letter is
in Correspondence, Prizyv, Aleksinskii Collection, Columbia University. On the Thomas
visit, see M. Paléologue, An Ambassador’s Memoirs (3 vols; New York, n.d.), II, pp.
252-61; B. W. Schaper, Albert Thomas. Trente Ans de Réformisme Social (Assen, 1959),
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umbsca yapro. Busut x uapro est un fait accompli. Ero yxe He Bep-
Helb. B BHOY 2TOr0 MOXHO npocums (a He TPeOOBATh TOHOM YJIbTHMA-
TH3Ma) TOJILKO ABYX Belllel OT HALMX (HpaHLy3CKMX TOBApHILEH : a) clieflaTh
BCE OT HMX 3aBHCsILLEE, 1 U36eKaHUs MOBTOPEHHS NOJOOHBIX HEMPUATHBIX
M HETAK THYECKHX IPOUCILECTBHIA, b) MOCTapaThCs BLICKA3ATh B lI€YATU— MOY-
Hee damb NOHAMb B MEYATH, — YTO JUI HHUX, B HPOTHUBOIONOXHOCTb TIa-
3ete,, Temps” no3aan opdunmansHoi Poccun cTout Heogpuyuavnas, pabo-
yasl, pEBOMIOLMOHHAA C KOTOPOM OHa M CYUTaeT ceds HpagcmeeHHO (8-
3aunoli (COrnacuTech, 4TO GpaHiy 3CKasi COLl. MAPTUS He MOJCem BbICKA3aThCs
Tenepb npomue ofguyuaisiozo cowsza ®panuun ¢ Poccuedr.) Ha nmsx
,» Humanité” oTyacT¥ yXe HaMEKHyJIa Ha 3TO, MOJEMHU3UPYd HMEHHO C
. lemps”,

Tenepy ,,Humanité” moxer BO30GHOBHTHL MOJEMHMKY M BbICKA3aTbCsl
siciee. XOpOIUMi MOBO/: BUSHT HALIMX MapJlaMEHTapHeB. 82

®panny3sl 001agar0T OrpoMHbIM art de dire. OHM cymelOT ckasaTb
Tak, 4TOObI ¢ OJHOI CTOPOHBI BBICKA3aTh CBOIO COJMMIAAPHOCTL ¢ pabouei
Poccueit, a ¢ apyroit 4to6el ne BocctaThb mpoTHB Coro3a, KOTOpPBIH
Tenepb HeOOXOAUM He TOJIbKO s PpaHlMK, HO BCeEX COIO3HUKOB, a CTAJIO
ObIThb U Ul TPYOALETOCS M YTHETCHHOTO Haceenus Poccun.

Bot Bce, uTo s Mory ckasath Bam mo noeony Bamero mnana. Kak
BHMTE, SI NPOTHUBOMOCTARIAIO EMY JAPYro#, CBOISILLUIACS :

Bo-1epBbIX K NMPEIBOPHTENLHOMY cogewarnuio € I'aioM,
BO-BTOPBIX, K [epeMeHe TOHA, B KOTOpoM Bel Gynere BecTH oObsACHeHHA C
¢dhpaHLy3CcKOit mapTHER.

A 60r0CH, YTO TOH, B KOTOPOM Hamucad Baml mposkt oObscHeHus cle-
JIAET HEBO3MOXHBIMH AAJbHEHILNE COBMECTHEIE BLICTYIUICHUS C (paHuy3-
CKO# napTHeil. A Takue BBICTyIUIeHHs (B 6yayLIeM) ¥ BO3MOXHbI U KpaiiHe
KeJlaTeIbHBI. 83

IMpowy Bac nockopee coobiuts MHe, 4To Aymaere Bl 0 MoeM KOHTP-
HPO3KTE.

Kpenko xmy Bauu pyku

Bam
I'. ITnexanos

pp- 128-29. The Russian socialists had reason for concern, for, according to Paléologue,
Thomas privately advised a Russian Minister that the workers ought to be militarized in
order to increase production.

82 A Duma delegation headed by A. D. Protopopov and including P. N. Miliukov visited
Western Europe from mid April to mid June 1916. Miliukov’s account of the delegation’s
activities constitutes a chapter (pp. 340-60) of his Political Memoirs. The French socialists
to whom he talked, he remarks (p. 353), “conveyed distrust and concealed disapproval”,
thus going beyond what Plekhanov probably deemed appropriate. On the other hand,
L’Humanité (May 23, 1916) carried a front-page interview with Miliukov that was
distinctly friendly in tone.

85 We have no information on the disposition of this matter, but it seems likely that
Plekhanov’s advice was taken.
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Kcratu: oneuatku B ,,I1pu3biBe’ ciocOOHBI IOBECTH aBTOPOB 10 OTHASHUS.

BTopas craths Ap3aeBa uckaxeHa. 84
I.IL

10. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Villa Margherita
Sattina Vallombrosa
Presso Firenze
12/VII 1916.

YBaxaeMsblii ¥ noporoii ['puropuii AnekceeBny,

Bei, — T.e. Bcs pemakums , JIpusbiBa’, — npaBbl: s OABHO YXE€ HE ITMCAT
JUls Haluero oprasa.s> Karock B 3TOM, HO ObL1 3aHAT TPETbEM TOMOM
cBoeit uctopun. Ha nusx npuuuno Bam crateio. Ho He Ha Ty Temy, o
koTopoif Bel mHe mucasim. Ilo mMoemy o mporpeccHBHOM 6JTOKe MHCATh
Tenepb HEYNOOHO: HEJIb3sl OTKPBIBATH IEpel HENpHATENeM, T.. Tepen
KpaitHUMU MPaBbIMM BCE YaCTHOCTH HAINX TAKTUYECKHUX BO33peHuil. MHe
JIYMAEeTCs, 4TO Mbl ObUIH CIMIIKOM OTKPOBEHHBI B BOMpocax o6 obopoue
CTpaHsbl U, Kaxercs, Poccus monnaTurcs 3a 3710, 4TO pa3symMeeTcs BeCbMa
nevyanbHO. ['0BOps 3TO, s1 UMEIO B BUAY MOXOJ KPAMHUX MPaBbIX NPOTHB
o06LeCTBeHHBIX oprann3anuii.8¢ [Tpassle NpsAMO HAMEKAIOT, YTO Jiyyilie MUD
C HEMIIaMH, HEeXelM JaJIbHEHIUWH ycnex Ha3BaHHbIX opranu3anuii. Hro
KacaeTcsi cOOCTBEHHO OJ10Ka, TO MHe OYJeT OuYeHb Xaib, ecu T. BopoHos
o4eHb pa3dpauut ero.3” TyT HafO ONATH NOMHHTE, YTO MPABLIE C IEHOO
y pTa roBOPAT 0 6JI0Ke: CTaNIO OBITh, OH NPHUYMHSAET UM H3BECTHBIE HEY100-
crBa. S cumran Obl, YTO MBI CAEIATH OTPOMHYIO OLIKUOKY, eC/iu Obl Hawu

84 Tu. Arzaev, a follower of Plekhanov and contributor to Prizyv. The article referred to is
the concluding half of a two-part piece, “Lenin o voine”. The first appeared in Prizyv, No
30 (April 22, 1916), the second in No 32 (May 16). In the second part Arzaev juxtaposed
Plekhanov’s views to Lenin’s, but why the former thought there was some distortion in
Arzaev’s piece is not readily apparent.

8 Nothing from Plekhanov’s pen appeared in Prizyv between May 13, 1916, and July 22
(No 43), when part of an article he had published in Svobodnoe Slovo was reprinted. The
third volume of his Istoriia russkoi obshchestvennoi mysli came out in late 1916. Internal
evidence makes it virtually certain that document No 10 should be properly dated August
12 rather than July 12.

86 Prizyv of course supported worker participation in the War Industries Committees. In
an article entitled “Pokhod protiv voenno-promyshlennykh komitetov” (Prizyv, No 37,
June 10), B. Voronov, a member of the editorial board and a regular contributor, brought
together evidence culled from the Russian press concerning attacks on the committees,
and especially their worker-group components. Articles on the War Industries Commit-
tees appeared also in the two following numbers of Prizyv. See Siegelbaum, “The
Workers’ Groups and the War-Industries Committees”, loc. cit., p. 175.

87 Plekhanov evidently had in view an article by Voronov, “Razlozhenie progressivnogo
bloka”, which despite his objection was printed in Prizyv, No 46 (August 12).
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Hanaaku Ha OJ0K, IUCKPEAUTHPYS €ro B 0OIIECTBEHHOM MHEHHMH, IOMOTJIH
MpaBbIM pa3bUTh ero. MUIIOKOBY 5 CKa3all, 4To ecJiM OJIOKY YAACTCs PEUINTh
BOMPOCHI eBpEHCKUit M KPECTBIHCKUHN, TO Hao OyIeT MPU3HATH €T0 CO31aHHe
DoNbLINM CTPATErHYECKUM yCNEXoM nporpeccuBHoit Poccun.3® Brpouem,
s TOrAa e, Ciy4yalHO BCTPETUBHIUCH C OJHHM HAUMOHAIMCTOM, Haval
COMHEBATLCH B BO3MOXHOCTH PELLUNMTE 3TH [BA BOIPOCA C IOMOILBIO O10Ka.
[MToToM cOOBITHUS MOKA3aAIH, YTO 3TO OLLUIO HEBO3MOXHO. DTO Xajib, HO,
BO-IIEPBbIX, 3TO BHHA HE K./J., @ HAMOHAIHMCTOB, BO-BTOPBIX, KK 3HATDH,
uto Oyxer B creayrolyro ceccuro? Kak O0b1 TaM HHU ObU1O, BB HE TOJDKHBI
NPOTHBOACHCTBOBATD HH OJIHOMY U3 TeX OOLIECTBEHHDBIX ABJIEHHH, KOTOPBIE
CIOCOOCTBYIOT U30.49yuu peakyuorepos. TOIBKO ¢ 3TOH TOYKH 3PEHUS, MO
MOEMY U BO3MOXHO KPUTHKOBATb OJOK, HO KPUTUKOBATD €ro € 3TOH TOUKH
3PEHUS He BCET1a OCTOPOXHO. ..

IMpouen s B ,IlpusbiBe’” ctaThto o JXKopece ¥ NpH BCEM BEIUKOM
YBaXXCHHH MOEM K MAMSTH 3TOrO MOCJIENHErO, S He MOT He CIIPOCHTL ceb:
Heyxen ke penakuusa IIpuseiB”  6esvciosno pasfenseTr  B3LJISAbI
Kopeca?89

HTtax Ha AHSAX BBICHLUIAIO CTATHIO.

Wckpennuit npuser Beeit peaakuun ,. Ilpusbia’™.

I'1yboko npenaHHblA
Baiu I'. Inexanos

11. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Villa Margherita
Sattina Vallombrosa
14 aprycra, 1916 .
Hoporoii I'puropuii AnexceeBuy,
CornacHo MoeMy nocieaHeMy NUCbMy, KoTopoe Bol, s Haaeroch nony4mwny,
noceriaio Bam cBoto ctatsio. B koHlle BHIHO, MOYEMY OHA O3arjaBieHa:

# In June 1916 Plekhanov met Miliukov in Rome, in the course of the latter’s trip abroad
with the Duma delegation. After returning, Miliukov reported to a Duma committee: “I
had occasion in Rome to speak to Plekhanov, a prominent representative of our
emigration, and I can state that the policy of the Parliamentary Progressive Bloc has the
complete support of this prominent social-democratic politician.” “Russkaia ‘par-
lamentskaia’ delegatsiia za granitsei v 1916 g.”, in: Krasnyi Arkhiv, No 58 (1933), p. 23.
89 The reference is to an article marking the second anniversary of the assassination of
Jaurés, published in Prizyv, No 44 (July 29). Plekhanov had earlier crossed swords with
Jaurés on the question of opportunism, and therefore was not fully in agreement with the
article’s unqualified enthusiastic tone. On Jaurés on war and peace, he had expressed
very positive views in a two-part article written for the first anniversary of Jaurés’s death
and published in L’Humanit¢, November 2-3, 1915, under the title “Jaures et la question
de la paix”. It was subsequently reprinted in Svobodnoe Slovo, 1916, pp. 625-33, and as
part of a longer essay, “Internatsionalizm i zashchita otechestva”, in Sovremennyi
Mir, 1916, No 5-6, pp. 49-65.
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,,Knock down™. % Ouenn npomy Bac o6paTHTh BHHMaHHE Ha TO, YTOObI
3TO 3arjiaBue ObUIO MpaBWILHO HAOpaHo.

Bynbre nobpel, H3BeCTHTE MEHS O MOyYeHHH Moel pykonucH. S Hane-
sIcs HAWTH B nocieaHeM Homepe ,, [1pu3biBa” GOJIbIIYIO CTATHIO O ChE3E
Conseil National ¢pannysckoit naptuu.®1 Bol, HaBepHO, NpPUHHMAIH
y4acTHE B 3aCeJaHHUsX, Tak kak Bbl — wien oaHOH M3 ¢paHUy3ckuX opra-
Huzauui. Che3 MONHT KpaitHe BaXKHblE BOMPOCH MEXIYHAPOIHOM COU.
TaKTHKH U Aaxe TeopuH. MHe kaxeTtcs uTo 6mxaituine Homepa ,,[1pusisa”™
JIOJDKHBI ObITh MOCBSIEHBI 3TUM BonpocaM. A ,,Hawe Ckeeprociogue’ 92
crefoBaio Obl, IyMaeTCss MHE, COBCEM OCTaBHTh B IIOKOE: OUEHb YXK HHYTO-
HBI 3TH TIOJHU, HE TIOpa 3aABUTh, YTO B BHAY OTHOILCHHUS ITHX rOCnoa K
Jlozanckoit Komeaun, oueBHOHO OpraHu30BaHHOHW repMAaHCKMM HMIEpa-
TOPCKMM NPaBHTEILCTBOM, Mbl CYHTAEM HEBO3MOXHBIM MOJIEMH3UPO-
BaTh ¢ HUM?® S mepenaio 3TOT BONPOC HA PACCMOTPEHHE PENAKLAHM H
Npollly Ha Hero oTeBeTa. Ecnu pemakuuss HaWjaer, 4To BCE TAKH HANO
BpeMsI OT BPEMEHM XJIECTATh 3THX PENTWIHM, — 4TO BBI, KCTaTH CKa3zaTh
JleylaeTe NPEBOCXOJHO, TO s COBETYIO TPEeTHPOBAaTb HUX HE MHAYe, KAK
yuenuxos [Jomeavl Hoeseneaiica,®* m.e. anapxucmos u anapxo-cunouxaauc-
mog. Benpb, 3TO ke cBATas MCTUHA, T.€. OHM CMOTPSAT Ha BOWHY ria3aMu
Jomenel, — 4TO %€ HAM OT CBOEro CYacTbs OTKa3biBaThca?! Bl mpesoc-
XOJHO XJIELIEeTe UX, U BCE Taku Bbl CIMIKOM 10OPBI K HUM.

B ,,Humanité” Obur usnoxen s3msa Ilabio Mrnesnaca Ha HbIHELIHHE
MEXIyHaPOIHbIE OTHOWIEHUA. Ero He06X01MMO BOCIPOU3BECTH HA CTPAHHU-
nax ,,IIpusbiBa’. HeobxoaumMo TyT ke BOCIMPOU3BECTH 3aspieHHe BpaH-
THHTa, HaneyaTaHHoe B Toil xe ,,Humanité””. 1 Bam, kaxercs, u3BecTHO,
HAKOHeEH f CErOIHA MONYYWIT OPOUIIOPY C U3JI0XKEHHEM, Ha Pa3HbIX A3bIKaX,
OTHOILEHHA K A BCTPHH YELLICKUX COLMATHCTOB B AMepuke. O 31oit Gpoitope
HAZO TOXE CKa3aThb XOTb HECKOJIbKO CJIOB B Hallem opraxe.?> BooOuie,

% “Knock Down”, an article critical of N. K. Chkheidze, appeared in Prizyv, No 49
(September 2).

1 The lead article in Prizyv, No 46, is devoted to the meeting of the National Council of
the French Socialist Party on August 6.

92 An ironic reference to the collaborators in Nashe Slovo.

93 Plekhanov had in view the Third Conference of Nationalities, which had in fact been
infiltrated by the German-inspired League of Alien Peoples of Russia. Thg Conference,
which met in Lausanne from June 27 to 29, 1916, had a decidedly anti-Russian tone. See
Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, ch. 14. Articles in Nashe Slovo, July 13, 29
and 30, reported and discussed the conference. Manuilskii, the author of the second and
third of these charged that Russian patriotic and social-patriotic journalists had served as
agents of Russian absolutism in the halls by spreading rumors — he implied they were
false — that the conference was a tool of the German government.

%4 Ferdinand Domela Nieuwenhuis (1846-1919), Dutch anarchist, with whom Plekha-
nov had crossed swords more than once in meetings of the Second International.

95 Karl Branting (1860-1925), leader of the Swedish Social Democratic Labor Party. The
editors had already arranged to publish his anti-Zimmerwaldist declaration in Prizyv, No
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MEXIYHapOJHOH COLl. Me4YaTH CJeJ10BaIo OBl MOCBALIATL y HAC ropasio
6onbuie Mecta. Ecnu Mbl OygeM nomeHblile 3aHUMATbCS ,,CKBEPHOCIIOB-
HaMu’’, TO y Hac ocTaHeTcs O0blile MECTa B BPEMEHH JUTH MEX/1yHAPOIHBIX
pi(-) 8

Teneps Bot uTo. Ha cve3ne Conseil National pemieno mo6uBathes co3sa-
HUS KOHGbEPEHIIMH COLUATUCTOB COIO3HBIX cTpaH.¥® Pepakuus ,, ITpusnisa’
[IOHUMAET, YTO HaM HyXcHo ObITh Ha 3TOH KoH(epeHu. Ho xak 3To caenats ?
Mo MoeMy crienyeT 6o nepsvix cropoputces ¢ JlrodpeidneM®? o cpoke cozeanus,
Ha/lo 1aThb €MY MOHATh, YTO 6.4u3Kuil CPOK HaM HeynoOeH, Tak Kak, xeas
HUMETh CEPBE3HbIE MAH/1AThl, Mbl IOJKHBI cHecTUCE ¢ Poccueit. MoxeT ObITh,
U1 3TOTO He Oe3nose3Ho 6buUIo 661 10ka3aTe Moe mucbmo [y, JJo6uBIIKCH
noAePKKHM GPaHIy3CKOM NapTHH, HAZO 60 6/MOPbIX, HATIKCATH OTBET, B TOM
e CMBbIC/Ie M BMecTe C ¢ppaHiy3aMu — [ toucMmaHcy. B mpembux, Hallo HeMe-
JIeHHO cHecTUuch ¢ Poccueit Ha cdeT MPUCBUIKM HaM CEphLE3HOTO MAHIATa.
Tenerpadpupyiite BypbsiHOBY, 4TO HAaM HYXEH MaHAAT VI 3ALIUTHI HAILETO
B3rIsAa Ha KoHdepeHuuto. S nymaro, 4TO LEH3ypa OPOIMYCTHT 3Ty Tele-
rpammy. Eciu HeBo3MoOxHA TeslerpamMMa, NUINUTE MUCHMO, HO JefiaiiTe He
TEPAs HH OJIHOTO JHA: JeJ10 KamuTalbHO BaxHoe. Ha cueT MangaTta g mMory
nanucath JI. M. Akcenbpon,®8 xoropas teneps ¢ MacnossiM u IToTpeco-
BbIM, OyzneT n3naBath xypHai (revue). He 3Haro BbIAOET JIM U3 3TOTO 4TO
HuOYab. Bo BcakoM ciiydae, oOpalnaThes K THKBUAATOPAM, XOTs Obl B Yepe3
nocpeactso JI. . Akcenbpon MHe ObUIO OBI HEOPUSATHO U 5 CHENAIO ITO
TOJILKO B CJIydyae 6€3ycIOBHOM HEOOXOUMOCTH.

Pewaiite Bol Bce, ecTh JiM Ha JHIIO Takas HeoOxoauMocTh. byne — ecTh,
teaerpadupyiite mue: ,,Ecrivez en Russie”. 4 notimy, umo nado nucams
umenHo JI. U. Akcenbpon, u ceiiuac xe Hamuuy.

46. No 49 carried an article on the Spanish socialists which included a reference to
Iglesias, one of their leaders. The paper did not take notice of the views of the Czech
socialists in America on Austria, no doubt because it had already printed in No 35 (May
27) an appeal of the Czechs in the United States to the International on behalf of the
creation of an independent Czechoslovak State.

9 The National Council of the French Socialist Party voted to convene such a congress in
Paris in January 1917. It was to promote pressure on the governments against conquest,
annexations, and economic agreements injurious to the working class. See Fainsod,
International Socialism and the War, op. cit., pp. 102-04.

97 Louis Dubreuilh (1862-1924), Secretary of the French Socialist Party, was evidently
involved in organizing the congress. He had a letter printed in Prizyv, No 52 (October 1),
congratulating the editors on completing a year of publication, and underscoring the
solidarity of the French Socialist Party with the views of Prizyv.

% Liubov’ 1. Aksel’rod-Ortodoks (1868-1946), disciple of Plekhanov and writer on
philosophical subjects, joined Potresov and Maslov in 1916 in the publication of Delo,
successor to Nashe Zaria (1914) and Nashe Delo (1915), which the government had
suppressed.
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Hy, nopa xoH4aTh. OueHb 00OsixeTe MeHS, COOOIIMB MHE CBOM JIMYHBIE
BIIEYAT/ICHHUS, OJIYUeHHBIE Ha (paHny3ckom Cresfe.
Moii HCKpeHHHUIl 1 TOps4Hii TPHBET BceM Bam.
Baw I'. [Lnexanos

P.S. 51 pazopsan kouBepT, 4T0ObI HPUOABUTE 3TOT post-scriptum. Ecau pe-
LIeHO OydeT, YTO CheAyTCs Ha KoHdepeHuuo des pays Alliés aumb Te, Ko-
TOpbIE NPEACTABIAOT CBOU mapTuu B bropo (MexayHapoaHoMm couwuan.),
TO Hajxo OyneT oOpaTuThes k Banaepsenbay, kak npeacrasurento Mcmosn-
HutenbHoro Komurtera M.C. bropo ¢ npoch60if KOHCTATHPOBATD, YTO PyC-
ckas naptus Obuia in statu nascendi Kak pa3 HakaHyHe BOWHBI : Hauia Oproc-
cenbekast KoHpepennmsa. M mui Tpebyem, 4ToObI BCe Te, KOTOPbIE MpPeACTa-
B/ISUTM CBOM T'PYHIIBI HAa 3TO# OproccenbCckoil KOH(pepeHuH, nonyYuiu ool
npaBo NpelcTaBUTeNbCTBA Ha conference des pays alliés. Clest justice.
BangepBenbae 3HaeT Hallle TOT/IALIHEE MONOXKEHHE, OH 3HAET Halle
HbIHEIHee notoxeHne. OH He MOXET He NMOJIEpPXKATh Hac.

CHecumech ¢ HUM OmM M0€20 UMEHU.
Monsieur E. Vandervelde, ministre de la guerre belge, Le Havre.

JoxyMeHTBI, OTHOCAUIMECH K Hallel Oprocceibckoit KOHpEepeHLUH, BEpO-
ATHO, elle xpausrtcs y [oucmanca. Ox 3HaeT, 4To Bel, I'. Ant. 1 1 — Mbl 00a
HMEEM MPABO Ha MPEACTaBUTEILCTBO, U MIPABO 3TO AODKHO ObITH IPU3HAHO
3a HaMH, U OHO OyaeT mpu3HaHO.9? Tosjbko Hamo mobosblie HAcTOH4H-
BOCTH.

.11

P.P.S. Cratslo cBOMO 4 noceuiato [aay. 3aitaure 3a Heid.

12. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, le 1 octobre 1916
['ny6oxoysaxaemslii ['puropuii AnekceeBu,
Toapko uTo monyuun Bamie nucbMo. OHO oveHb 0OpamoBATIO MEHS, IO-
Ka3aB, YTo Bbl cMOTpHTE Ha BOHOPOC O COTPYIHHYECTBE B U3BeCTHOH Bam
raseTe Tak XKe, Kak ¥ 51.190 MoMeHT 04eHb BaXHbIH U HeoOX0AUMO 061aaaTh

% Plekhanov had represented the Edinstvo group and Aleksinskii the Vpered group at
the Brussels conference in July 1914.

100 Plekhanov and Aleksinskii had been invited to collaborate in Russkaia Volia, a
newspaper which was to be published in Petrograd with financial support (as they
learned) of several banks. The paper appeared from December 15, 1916, till October 25,
1917. Some information on this paper, though tendentiously presented, appears in O.
Tsekhnovitser, Literatura i mirovaia voina, op. cit., pp. 111-18. A. D. Beliavskii, “G. V.
Plekhanov, ‘Prizyv’, i gazeta ‘Russkaia Volia™, in: Uchenye Zapiski Gor’kovskogo
Gosudarstvennogo Universiteta, No 85 (1967), adds a number of interesting details to
what is revealed by the letters here published.
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KaK CMEJIOCTbIO, TaK M UIMPOTOH MOJMTHYECKOrO B3rjisga. MBI pHCKyeM
YyOYCTUTb HEYTO TaKOe, KAKOe MOTOM HaM yxe He BCTpeTUTca. TeM He
MEHee 8 JyMar, 4TO BLICTYNaTh HaJ0 BceM HaMm BMmectTe. MHaue Halue
¢ BamMu oTaenbHOE BBICTYIUIEHHE NMPUHSUIO OBl CMBICA MOJMTHYECKOTO pac-
xojda B pemakumk . IIpuspiBa’, a BCsikas MbICHIb, BCAKMH CJIYX O TAKOM
packosie npuHecu Obl orpoMHbiit Bpea. IIpu TOM Xke s OTYaCTH pa3aensio
omacewus T1.1. Jlrobumosa u Bopouosa. Paznensio — B Buay d’un fait
nouveau — 3aHATUS NPEANOJAraBIIMMC Mpexae u3dateieM oddunuasinb-
Horo mocta.l9r [lpasma, il s’est désisté, oH mepegan CBOM MpaBa W
NOJIHOMOYMsSL JIMIY, 3aC/IyXKMBAIOLUEMY MNonuTuieckoe nosepue.’%2 Ho
Jyyile, YToObl HE3aBUCUMOCTD raseTsl oT Ilp[oTononosaj cTajia oueBHIHON
JUIS YATATeNed Mpexke, HeXEIH Mbl BBICTYIIIM B HEH. JTa HE3aBHCH-
MOCTb cefyac xe, KOHEYHO, M BBISCHUTCS: 33 3TO py4aercd MMs HOBOI'O
migatens. M Tornga HUYTO HE MOMEMIAET HAaM AEATEJLHO COTPYIHHYATH
B rasere. A paHblue Heyn100HO, — OY€Hb Xaib, YTO 3arpaHU4Has Tejle-
rpagHas uHpopmauus nocraHercs He HaM. Ho uto xe genate? [Ipu ToM
ke Bel MoxeTe (M moyKHBI) NOTpeboBaTh, 4TOOBI BCe TenerpadHbie kop-
PECIIOHIIEHTH! HOBOM ra3eThl 00s13aHbI ObUTH 6E3MPEKOCIIOBHO NEPECHUTATD
B Hee BCe Te COOOIIEHH S, KOTOPBIE Mbl HaleM HYXKXHBIM clienaTb. S nymaro,
4TO JIMLO € KOTOpbIM Bhl Benete neperosopsl, 6€3 Tpynxa coriacHTCs Ha
3T0.

INonumaro, xak gocagHo OyaeT, eclid yHAET OT HAc 3aBUIHAs BO3MOX-
HocTh. OgHako le fait nouveau, o KOTOPOM sl TOBOPWI BhIllE, HE TO3BO-
JISI€T HAM HEMENJICHHO BLICTYNATh B rasete. [1osmomy u umeHd Hauu noxa
He 00.14CHbI 96.1AMbCA 8 chucke compyodHukos. Tax s aymato. Jluio, ¢ koTo-
peiM Bbl BeneTe nmeperoBopbl, NPUCIATIO MHE TEJIETPAMMY C U3TOXKCHHEM
nonoxeHus aen B [lapuxe u B Poccun. Aapeca ero s He 3HaKO U HE MOTY
eMy oTBeTUTh. IIpowy Bac, T. AJEeKCHHCKHMiA, OTBETHTb €MY 3a MEHA H
CKa3aTh, 4TO He Tejerpamma MopmaHckoro,103 a Belille ykaszauubii fait
nouveau, NoOy)/J1aeT MeHs ME/UTNTh C BLICTYIUICHHEM B ra3eTe.

Kemamu. A ne sumcy madobrHocmu 006ycaosiueams Hawie (803MONCHOE
byovyee) sicmynaenue coeaauenuem Aopuarosa ¢ Hopoanckum.

101 A, D. Protopopov (1866-1918), leader of the Octobrist Party and Vice Chairman of
the Duma, who was named Minister of the Interior in September 1916.

102 Evidently a reference to I. D. Sytin (1854-1934), publisher of the Moscow daily
Russkoe Slovo since 1897, which was close to the Kadets in 1905, and took the patriotic
position during the World War. The word “evidently” is used because a number of
persons figured prominently in the organization of Russkaia Volia, not only Protopopov
and Sytin but S. A. Adrianov and A. V. Amfiteatrov (of whom more hereafter). Con-
cerning Sytin’s involvement, see A. M. Gor’kii and V. G. Korolenko, Perepiska, stat’i i
vyskazyvaniia (Moscow, 1957), pp. 75, 80.

103 N. I. Iordanskii (1876-1928), editor of Sovremennyi Mir, a monthly journal to which
Plekhanov contributed frequently both in the pre-war years and during the war. After the
February Revolution, he and Plekhano' jointly edited the new Edinstvo.
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B Takux penax Hopdanckuii cauwkom npucaywugaemcsa K momy, umo
ckancem Mapes Aaexceesna, a 9Ta NOCJIEAHSS, HABEPHO, ellle aoaro Oyaer
KIEeBETaThb Ha rasery.!%¢ Hem, mbr camu 30ece 00axchbl pewums, MOXHO
Jm Oyzaet (M Korga HMeHHO) BBLICTYNAaTh HaM B rasere. Pewnus 1o, Ml mo-
1uieM ApHaHoBY 105 KOJUTEKTHBHYIO TejlerpaMmy. YCIOBbLTECH C HUM Ha €€
cueT. I[losmopsio, Mbl OKOHUAMEALHO OMBEPHEMCA OM BaecmAawed no.aumu-
YeCcKoil 603MONCHOCMU, eCAU ROCMABUM HAWUE BLICMYNACHUE B 3aBUCHMOCTH
oT neperosopoB Aapuanosa ¢ Mopaanckum. Brpouem, Ha AHAX ¥ MeHA
6yner AMdpuTeaTpoB,19% U s ¢ HUM mosce TIeperoBopro 060 BCEM 3TOM.

A uto xe ,,[Tpu3sis’’? Boiuien su obuieineiii Homep? S ero He umero.
MHe xaxeTcs, 9TO B BUAY HEAOCTATKA CPEACTB Jy4lle caenats ,, I1pu3biB™
08y xuede.1Hbim. 107

Ovuenb 6aronapio Bac 3a kaury Baeii cynpyrw ,, Parmi les blessés™. 198

MuTepecHas M o4eHb TATAHTIMBO HANTMCAHHAS KHHXKA.

TIpenannbiit
Bami I'. Inexanos

13. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Geénes, 23 okTa6ps 1916 1.

Hoporoii I'puropuii AjsekceeBud,

A ceituac Bugen AMpuTeaTpoBa, KOTOPBIA npoe3aoM B Poccuto, yBuantces
u ¢ Bamu. S cka3zan eMy, YTO O HEMEJIEHHOM BBICTYIUICHUM HALLEM B
NPeaNnoJIaraolleics razeTe He MoXeT OBITb pedd. DTO eMY HE HPABHTCA.
Ho B CYLIHOCTH HAlle pellieHHe COBHA/IaeT ¢ ero codocTBeHHbIM. OH ele

104 “My God, what will Princess Mar’ia Alekseevna say”, the last lines of Griboedev’s
play Gore ot uma, was a byword among Russians for timidity induced by fear of what
others might say.

105 S. A. Adrianov, one of the editors of the moderate liberal daily Slovo, published in St
Petersburg in 1906 to 1909. One of the organizers of Russkaia Volia, he had conducted
negotiations with the Prizyv editors in Paris on the terms of their participation.

106" A. V. Amfiteatrov (1862-1938), journalist and novelist who was exiled to Siberia in
1902 for having lampooned the Tsar in one of his works. After emigrating to Paris in 1905,
he later affiliated with the Socialist Revolutionaries. With the outbreak of the war, he
assumed a defensist stance. He returned to Russia in late 1916 to take part in the
establishment of Russkaia Volia. In Russia, on September 28 (15), Gor’kii advised
Korolenko that, according to a telegram from Amfiteatrov to Sytin, Plekhanov had
agreed to collaborate in Russkaia Volia. A few weeks later Gor’kii informed Korolenko
that Plekhanov had telegraphed to deny the rumors concerning his participation. Gor’kii
and Korolenko, Perepiska, op. cit., p. 80.

107 The anniversary number of Prizyv, twice the normal size, was published on October
1. Thereafter the paper did appear at two-week intervals.

1% Tatiana Alexinsky, Parmi les blessés. Carnet de route d’une aide-doctoresse russe
(Paris, 1916). Published in Engunsh under the title With the Russian Wounded (London,
1916).
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caM He 3HaeT, YTO OH caeiaeT, npuexas B Poccuro. MoxeT ObiTh, OCHYET
JIpyroii opral. DTo ero cjioBa. B BUIy TakoH HEONpEAENEHHOCTH MOJIO-
KEHUA — YTO MOXKEM MBI CKa3aThb Tenepb, KPOMeE TOr0, YTO MbI TIOIIEPKHM
€ro, Mo Mepe HAIMX CWI, €CId €MY YJacTCs OCHOBATh HE3AaBUCHMBIH
opran?

Cornacutech, 4To — HH4ero. Ho tak kak y Hero camle Jy4lline Hame-
PEHHS, TO OTBOPAYMBATBLCS OT HETO, KaK 3TO TOTOB chenaTh MopaaHckui,
ObU10 Obl M HeCnPAgeOAUBO U HEYeAeCO0OPAIHO 8 NOAUMUYECKOM OMHOWEHUU.
On He OyneT HU OPPUIIUO30M, HH HOCOOHHKOM (CO3HATENILHBIM) GHPXKEBOH
CHEKYJISALUMH. DTO HaJ0 NOMHHUTH U OTHOCHTLCS K HEMY COOOpa3HO € 3THM
ero akTusoM. Criellly MOCNaTh MUCHbMO, TaK KaK MHE TOpa Ha MOe3 .

Kmy pyky
Bauw I'. ITnexanoB

P.S. TlosTopsio, HA1O UMETH B BUAY, 4TO Y AMdHTEeaTpoBa €CTh, IO YaCTH
M3IATENbCTBA, HE OJHA TOJNIBKO BO3MOXHOCTB. Pa3oiiasce ¢ npeanosnarae-
MoOii Tenepb ra3eToif, OH UMEET BO3MOXHOCTb OCHOBAThH Apyryro. C sToit
BO3MOXHOCTbIO OCHOBAaHHS MM HE3aBHCHUMOIO OpraHa HeoOXOoIMMO CyH-
TaThCA. 109

Bam I'.IT.

14. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 27 HosOpst 19161,

Hoporoii I'puropuit AnekceeBud,
IIpoctuTte, 4TO A A0 cux mop Bam He oTBeTwn: 1 OLUT HE3ZOPOB, Ha U
Tenmeph elle He coBceM ompaswics. Ho aymaeTcst Mue, 4TO Tenepb yxe
Oe3yciioBHO HeOOX0AUMO HanucaTh BaM B BUIy HEKOTOPBIX faits nouveaux.
B Giornale d’Italia Ha mHsX nosswilach koppecnonaeHuus u3 IleTpo-
rpaja, B KOTOpPOH FOBOPHUTCS O HOBOM oprase, xak o6 opraue [TpoTononosa.
Mpod. Fpeneckyn1® nomxen 6ot BuiitTH U3 L. K. kanerckoit napTun B BULy
HPHHAUIEXXHOCTH CBOEH K ero peaakuMoHHOM kosvieruu. Mopaauckuii rene-
rpapupoBaJl MHE O TOM, YTO HOBOE H3[aHME MOBTOPSET NPHEMBI 3yba-
ToBa. TyT, nopuauMomy, Hegopaszymenue. O 3y6aTOBCKUX mpUeMax MOXHO
TOBOPHUTh, — ecAld MOXHO, — pa3Be JHULIb B NMpUMeHeHHH K ,,Paboueii

109 Amfiteatrov changed his mind again, and became an editor of Russkaia Volia. When
Plekhanov was advised by friends in Russia that the paper was financed by banking
interests, he felt compelied to bow out. Nachalo (Paris), November 26, 1916; Gor’kii and
Korolenko, Perepiska, p. 80.

110 N. A. Gredeskul (1864-?), jurist and leader of the Kadet Party. He quit the party in
1916.
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Iazere™, 111 npoexTUpoBaHHOU ,,B chepax’ (Bsl, HaBepHO, YUTANIH O Hell B
razerax). Ho kak O6bl TaMm HHM ObUIO, €0 M3ZaHUA Ta3eThl NpHobOpeTaeT
BeCbMa HENPUATHBINA npuBkyc. I TymMalo, 4T0 Mbl XOpOIIO CAENATH, BO3IEP-
KaBILIUCh OT yYACTHSA B JeJie, HA CYET KOTOpOro caM AMuUTeaTpoB cTal,
kak OynTo, COMHEBAThLCH mepen CBouUM oTbe3goM B Poccuro. [Aymaercs
MHE, 4TO 4 Bbl nocTynmuim O6s1 ocTOpOXKHEe, ecliid Obl, MOKa 4TO, OCTAINCH B
expectative. Temepp ellle HEe MO3JHO, NYMAETCs MHE, OTKIOHATL HEME-
JIeHHOe yuacTHe. borock, uTo Bel moxkasneeTe NOTOM, eciid IOCTYNHTE HHAYE.
IIpocrute, yT0 Haro BaM 3TOT coBeT,  MOBEPHTE, YTO JIENIAK0 3TO €TUHCTBECH-
HO U3 PacloJIOXEHUS K BaM, kak K 0THOMY U3 CAMBIX TATAHTIIUBbIX PYCCKHX
NyOIMHUCTOB HALLIMX AHEH. 112

Kcratu o nybnuuuctuke. B mocieaHem Homepe ,,IlpusbiBa’™ He ObUIO
Barneii ctatbi. TO O4YeHb kab. ,, I IpH3bIB” 04e€Hb MHOTO NOTEPSET, CJIK Bbl
nepecTaHeTe MUcaThb B HeM. Jla U He BUXKY # Juist 3TOro ocHoBaHuii. PazHo-
TJIACHS MO BOIMPOCY OO0 YYACTHUH B ra3eTe He HACTONBLKO BaXHO, YTOOBI CTOWIO
pacxoaHThLCA U3 3a Hero. 113

Ecau Bawa cynpyra yxe npuexasna, nepeaaiite el MO IIPUBET U CKaxHTe,
4TO s C BeMUYAHIIMM YIOBOJLCTBHEM MPOYEN €€ OYEPKH, YPE3BLIYAIHO
TANAHTINBOE H HCKPEHHOE MPOU3BEICHHUE.

XKmy pyky
INpenannsiii Bam I'. [Liexanos

15. PLEKHANOV TO HIS DAUGHTER EVGENIIA AND HER HUSBAND

San Remo, ce 31 décembre 1916.
Mes chers enfants,
Nous venons de vous envoyer une dépéche; maintenant je veux vous parler
moins bri¢vement.

Ma santé a, tout 'automne, été trés mauvaise. C’est ennuyent, mais c’est
comme-ga, et il faut prendre les choses comme elles sont. Esperons que,
dorénavant, cela ira mieux.

Maman souffre un peu 4 la suite d’une chute qu’elle a faite, car il régne
ici, des six heures du soir une obscurité compléte. Il parait qu’il lui est arrivé

111 Rabochaia Gazeta, a daily published in St Petersburg 1906-08, was ostensibly the
organ of “The Independent Social Workers’ Party”. In reality, it was run by an agent of S.
V. Zubatov (1863-1917), the well-known architect of police socialism.

12 Aleksinskii failed to take Plekhanov’s advice, and this precipitated a crisis in Prizyv.
His collaboration in a publication associated with Protopopov was intolerable, as Avk-
sent’ev, one of the most important of the Prizyv editors, had blasted Protopopov in Prizyv,
No 53 (October 28, 1916), for his irresponsibility vis-a-vis his party and the Progressive
Bloc, and his apparent solidarity with the reactionary cabinet.

113 Aleksinskii’s last contribution appeared in No 55 (December 2).
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la méme chose qu’a toi, Génia. Tu ne nous a pas parlé de ton accident.
Dis-nous, au moins, comment tu vas a présent.

Pour ce qui est du passé, j’ai, durant toute la guerre, beaucoup admiré
Pactivité de Georges!!? et j’en ai été fier. Par sa propagande il a rendu un
véritable service a 'entente. Je voudrais bien qu’il m’écrive de temps en
temps pour me dire ce qu’il pense de la situation. Je suppose qu’il est du
méme avis que moi quant aux propositions allemandes, comme 4 celles de
Wilson et du conseil fédéral suisse. Nous ne pouvons point entrer en
pourparlers avec un ennemi qui foule notre sol.11®> Georges n’est pas un
jacobin, mais il approuvera cette forte parole de la Convention.

Je pense venir & Paris pour la conférence des socialistes des pays alliés.116
Comme elle aura lieu au mois de mars, je vous reverrai dans deux mois. Je
vous dis en vérité que j’en serai trés heureux.

Genia, vois-tu mes amis russes? As-tu rencontré Alexinsky? Que dit-il de
la «Rousskaia Vola»n? Vous savez, peut-étre, qu’on m’a passablement em-
bété avec ce journal. Amphithéatroff m’a télégraphié que Pourichkévitch
en attaquant son journal dans un discours 4 la Douma, a abusé¢ de mon
nom. Je ne sais pas jusqu’a présent en quoi consistait cet abus.17 Le
reproche qu’on fait 4 la Rousskaia Vola se reduit a ceci: on prétend que ce
sera le journal officieux du ministére de I'Intérieur (Protopopoff). Natu-
rellement, je ne puis pas étre un publiciste officieux, mais il me semble que
la Rousskaia Vola ait été calomnié. Qui vivra, verra.

Et voici un fait assez piquant pour terminer. Les prisonniers russes
évadés d’Allemagne racontent que, dans les camps de concentration, on
distribue une brochure russe dirigée contre moi. Quand j’ai appris cela, j’ai

114 Georges Batault, see note 49.

135 The German government on December 12 had asked the United States to inform the
Entente governments that the Central Powers were prepared to negotiate peace, though
no terms were stated. On December 18, President Wilson suggested that the belligerents
state their terms, and offered to assist in the inauguration of negotiations. The Swiss
Federal Council on December 23 sent all the belligerents a note enthusiastically sup-
porting Wilson’s initiative. All three documents are printed in Papers Relating to the
Foreign Affairs of the United States, 1916, Supplement (Washington, 1929), pp. 94,
97-99, 117.

118 The conference treated at some length in No 11. Originally scheduled for January, it
was put off to March, 1917.

117 V. M. Purishkevich (1870-1920), a founder of the reactionary Union of the Russian
People, was a member of the Second, Third and Fourth Dumas, and a participant in the
assassination of Rasputin in December 1916. In the course of a long rambling speech in
the Duma on November 19, he charged that Protopopov’s projected paper was financed
by German funds. He declared that efforts had been made to secure the collaboration of
Leonid Andreev, Gor’kii and Korolenko, but did not mention Plekhanov, abusively or
otherwise. Gosudarstvennaia Duma, Stenograficheskii otchet, Chetvertyi sozyv, Sessiia
V, Zasedanie 6, November 19, 1916, pp. 281ff.
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été trés touché par cette attention du gouvernement allemand. La bro-
chure, qui est entre les mains d’'un de mes amis, est écrite par un certain
Parvus.118
Je vous embrasse bien et vous prie de transmettre mes meilleurs souhaits
a la famille de Georges.
Bien 4 vous
G. Plekhanoff

Bon souhaits et touts mes amitiés & a bientot.
Lydie

Cher Georges, en m’associant a toutes les bonnes choses que Vous a dit
mon mari, j¢ Vous remercie infiniment pour Votre charmante lettre. Nous
sommes heureux de Vous savoir si unis et si heureux avec Genia que nous
aimons plus que notre vie. Sant¢, courage et bonheur!

Votre mére affectionnée
Rosalie Plékhanoff

16. PLEKHANOV TO THE EDITORS OF PRIZYV

Can Pemo, 4-ro auBaps 1917 .
Hoporue ToBapHily,
51 He3NOpPOB M MOTOMY MOMPOCHII MOKO XeHY Hamucath Bam 310 mucemo
O MOIO THKTOBKY.

51 He coBceM noHsUT cMbICT mHceM T.T. Jlebenena u Jlrobumosa. [lepsrlit
M3 HUX ITMILIET, YTO Teneph cyliecTBoBaHue ,,JIpH3bIBa’™ 3aBHCHT OT MeEHSI.
B kxakom cmeicie? Ecnum Bel mymaete, 4To 8 BBINY M3 penakuuH, pas
OHA HE COIJIACUTCA ¢ MOHMM MHEHHEM O Oejle T. AJIEKCHHCKOro, To Bbl
oiuubaeTech. Sl BO BCAKOM Clly4yae MOAYHHIOCH JUCHHUIUIMHE HALIErO peakx-
IHOHHOTO KPYXKa. 3HAYHUT, OCTAETCs TOJ0COBAThL BONPOC 00 yIbTHMATYMe
T. AJIEKCHHCKOTO M TIOCTYIIHTh CO00pasHo MueHHIo GonbiunncTsa.l® Ho

118 From the beginning of the war, the Germans had permitted the internationalist Golos
and its SR counterpart Mysl’, as well as Bolshevik literature, to reach Russian prisoners of
war. Parvus had assailed Plekhanov for his “nationalist-chauvinist” position within
months of the war’s outbreak. See Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 135,
138; Aleksinskii, “O provokatsii”, in: Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 3, pp. 60-61. It is thus
entirely credible that the Germans would have distributed a Parvus brochure against
Plekhanov and defensism, but I have not located it.

119 The editors of Prizyv demanded that Aleksinskii withdraw from participation in
Russkaia Volia or be dropped from the board of Prizyv. They were no doubt
strengthened in their resolve by the insistence of a group of Zurich supporters of Prizyv
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npexnae 4eM Bl Oynere ronocoBaTh, MO3BOJILTE MHE BBICKA3aTbh CBOM CO-
oOpaxxeHHUs MPOTUB YIbTUMATYMA.

Korpaa MbI pecnesyemM Kakyro HUOYIb LIENb, Mbl JOJIKHBI IIPUHECUTH € B
XKePTBY BTOPOCTENEHHbIE H TPEThEeCTENEHHbIE YaCTHOCTH. B naHHOM chy-
Yyae Halla Uelb eCThb MNpOMaraHAa W3BECTHOTO B3MISAA HA MNOJOXEHHE,
co31aHHOE BOHHON. B cpaBHeHHe C 3TOH LeNbio yuacTHe T. AJIEKCHHCKOTO
B ,,Pycckoii Bosie” ecTh MMEHHO BTOpOCTENEHHAs 4aCTHOCTb. S corsaceH,
4YTO 3Ta YAaCTHOCTh MPHHOCHT HaM HeKoTopbie HeymxoOctBa. Ho necpas-
HeHHO Oonble HeynoOCTB NpHHECET HAM Pa3pbiB ¢ T. AJIeKCHHCKUM, S
0e3 yxaca M MoAyMaTb HE MOTY O TOM, KaK HENPHITHO M3YMHUT OH CO-
4YyBCTBYIOLLIE HAM KPYrd MEXAYHAPOJHOW coluai-IeMokpaTuu. Encore
une scission!

bnaronaps 3ToMy U3YMJIEHHIO 3HAYUTEILHO YMEHBILIUTCS HAI Y IeTbHbIN
Bec Ha mnpencrosiuei KoudepeHuud conuanucToB Coro3Hbix cTpaH. Ho
kak Obl TamM HU ObUIO, pa3 Bbl PEIIWIH MPEILABUTL CBOH YILTUMATYM
AJIEKCHHCKOMY — NIPEIBABISHTE : 51 U3 332 3TOrO HE yHIy.

[Tpubario TONBLKO, YTO MHE M3BECTHO BCE TO, YTO FOBOPWIOCH B IIE-
yaTi o ,,Pycckoit Bosne”, u 1 mo cux mop He yOex[aeH, YTO HAa HeE He
wieBellyT. Bac cmymaer mucsmo Mopnanckoro. Ho HopaaHckuii co crpa-
XOM M COXaJE€HHEM TOBOPWJI MHE O TOM, YTO MbI B HalleM MaHHpecTe
BBICKA3aIMCh NPOTHB BCIbIIEK. OH moxce 60AAcA cyda 0OuecmeeHHO20
MHEHUA N0 3MOMY N0800Y. B TAKUX ClTy4asix. Bos3Hb 0611eCTBEHHOTO MHERHS
BBIHY/IWJIa €r0 HamneyaTaTh NPOTHUB Hac cTaThio Poxkosa. Ilpasaa, Uop-
JAHCKUi Hane4yaTas CBOI aHTUKPHTHKY. OIHAKO, BCIIOMHHUTE, YTO OHa ObLla
o3arjlaBiieHa O HAKa3aHWU Kamopeoil TPECTYMHHKA, KOTOPOTO CieayeT
TOJNILKO cociamb Hd nocedenue. ,,CIIMIIKOM CTpOrHii npurosop’”. bossub
ob111ecTBEHHOr 0 MHeHHs ioMeriasia MopaaHckoMy 3asBHTh O HOTHOM CBOE#
CO/IM/IAPHOCTH C HaMu.120

Yro xe kacaeTcst ydacTus 6aHKOB, B T€X IPOMBILIUIEHHBIX IPEANPHATHAX,
KoTOpble noaaepxusarT ,,Pycckyro Bomo™, To s He NmoHHMal, OTHEro
,, JKOHOMHCT " Pycckux BemomocTeit m3obpaxaeT €ro, Kak HEYTO IOYTH
npectynHoe.'?! Takoe y4acTne eCTh OTJIMYHTEIbHAS YepTa MOYTH BCEX

2 words missing

that Aleksinskii be expelled from the editorial board. Senn, The Russian Revolution in
Switzerland, p. 220.

120 In his article “Politicheskie zametki”, in: Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 10, pp.
196-200, lordanskii reproduced the public letter mentioned above, p. 327. No 12 (pp.
159-61) carried a critique of the letter, “Vozzvanie oborontsev”, by the historian and
Social Democrat N. 1. Rozhkov (1868-1927). Immediately following Rozhkov’s piece,
Iordanskii set down a cogent critique of Rozhkov under the title “Slishkom strogaia
kritika”, but it evidently did not go as far as Plekhanov wished.

121 An article in Russkie Vedomosti, November 29, 1916, by A. Maksimov (not Fko-
nomist) entitled “Ch’ia gazeta”, reports a denial by Protopopov that the projected
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6oJtee HOBBIX OTpac/eil IIPOMBILIIEHHOCTH HOYTH BO BCex Hosee MoJoabIX
KaIMTATMCTHYECKUX cTpaHax. (I'epMaHcKas NpOMBIILIEHHOCTh B OTJIHYHE OT
(hpaHLy3CKOii 0UeHb MHOTHM 00s13aHa TakoMy yuacTuto). [Ipotus ,,Pycckoii
Bonu” roBOpUT MOKa TOIBKO 803MOMCHOCMb TOTO, YTO OHA He2AdcHO f-
pisieTcs opranoM [porononora. 3anax oppHIIHO30B 119 HAC HEBLIHOCHM.
Ho noodospenue eitie He €CTb ysepeHHocns. A 4TO €CITH NMOI03PEHHE OKAXKETCS
HeoCHOBaTeIbHbIM ? Bonpoc 3TOT peluTest oueHb CKOPO — COAEPKAHUEM
craTei, neyataembix B ,,P.B.” M, Tak kak OH peHINTCH OYEHb CKOPO, HET
HaJ00HOCTH CNEIMThL C HAIUUMH PEUICHUSIMH OTHOCHTEIHHO TOBAPHLIEH,
y4aCTBYIOLLMX B HA3BaHHOM rasere: MOXeT ObITh, OHH CAaMH YHAYT U3 Hee,
03HAKOMMBIUKCH C NIEPBBIM XK€ JIECATKOM €€ HOMEPOB.

S coseroBay Obl HameyaTaThb, YTO penaxuus ,,IIpu3biBa” mocrasoBWIA
GOJILIUMHCTBOM CTOJILKHX TO TOJIOCOB NMPOTHB OIHOrO, YTO €€ WieHaM
crielyeT BO3JIEPXKAThCs OT yuacTus B ,,Pycckoii Bone™ 1o okoH4aTeIbHOTO
BBISICHEHHsI XapakTepa 3Toro u3gaHus. Koraa sto OynmeT HanesataHo, TO
BCSKOMY CTAHET SICHO, YTO AJIEKCHHCKHH U ObLT T€M WICHOM pEIaKIHH,
KOTOPBIN TOJIOCOBAJ IIPOTHB e MOCTAHOBICHHUS M HE Halllel HYXXHbIM €My
NOMYUHUTHLCA. 122 Begkuil OIEHMT 3TO, COIJIACHO CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM
MOHSATHEM O HUCHHUIUIMHE. DTo gocTtatouHo. Ho ene pa3 — s NOJYHHSAIOCH
BallleMy pellieHHIo, mpocs o6 omHoMm: u3dasaiite ,,[Ipu3bIB”, eciu ecTh
Ha 3TO MaTepHaJbHAas BO3MOXHOCTb. Sl mpoves CTaThiO T. ABKCEHThHEBA U,
XOTS CMOTPHO Ha BOIPOC O MHPHBIX NpedanoxeHusx ['epMaHuu coBceM
WHAY€e, OJHAKO TrOJIOCYIO 3a ee nomerieHue.'23 HyXHO TONBKO OTOBOPUTH,
YTO HEKOTOpbie JPYrue WIeHbl PeJaklMH AyMaloT UHA4Ye U YTO OHM TOXE
BLICKAXYT CBO¢ MHEHME. MHe XoTenochk Obl 3HAaTh, MONYYWIH JIM MOM
nuckMa (1.7. Jlebenes u JIxoOMMOB) M MOKO CTATBIO O PA3HOIJIACHSX MEXAY
HTAILIHCKMMH conuanuctaMu.'?* M3sectute MeHs 06 3TOM.

Kmy Bam pyxu
Bam I'. [1nexaHos

newspaper is supported by banks, together with his admission that it has the support of a
number of large industrial enterprises, whose names he listed. To Maksimov, it made
little difference whether banks or industrial enterprises were the backers, and he doubted
that this would be a democratic organ despite the participation of Amfiteatrov.

122 A note on the last page of Prizyv, No 58 (January 25, 1917), announced: “Beginning
with this number, G. A. Aleksinskii no longer participates in Prizyv’s editorial board.”
123 Avksent'ev’s article “O mire”, in: Prizyv, No 57 (December 30, 1916), reported on the
recent rash of peace initiatives. Though he had reservations about the sincerity of the
German proposal, he urged that both sides be pressed to disclose their war aims, in accord
with Wilson’s suggestion. In “Nakanune”, in: Prizyv, No 60 (March 31, 1917), Plekhanov
elaborated his objections to those whom he thought too trusting of the Germans.

124 Plekhanov’s “Raznoglasie v ital'ianskom lager Tsimmerval’d-Kintal’tsev” appeared
in Prizyv, No 58.
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P.S. ITucsMo Moe€ 3T0 ObLIO TPOIUKTOBAHO MEOIO BYepa BeyepoM. CeroaHs
nepej OTIPAaBKOKO Ha MOYTY, A XO4y NPHOaBUTD €llle HECKOJIBKO CJIOB.
1. Jluuno s, BepoATHO, He cTan Obl nucaTe B ,,Pycckoit Bone™”, naxe B
TOM Cily4ae, ecyid Obl OHA OKa3asach BIIOJHE HE3aBHCHMOM M O4YEHb MPO-
IpecCUBHLIM OpraHoM. MeHs oTTaikkBaeT AMdUTEATPOBCKAas MaHepa
BepOOBATL COTPYIHHKOB, — a IN1aBHOE, — HENpaBWibHOE H300pa’keHUE
npouecca Takoit Bep6oBku: B Ilapmxke AMdureaTrpoB HAroBOpPWI MHOIO
TAKOI0, Yero HMKOI/a He ObiBaso. Ho Bce-Taku s CUMTAO0 HYXHBIM MOJO-
KJATh COOBITHIL U HE COCTABIIATh cebe meneps ke, OKOH4ATEIIbHOE MHEHHUE O
,.Pycckoil Bone™.
2. ,.JIpu3bIB” He caenan euie ¥ MOJOBHHBI TOro, 4TO MOXET cAenaTb. Emy
NpPeICTOUT UrpaTh HEMAIOBAXHYIO POJb npu 3aKIIOUEHUU MHUpPA U nocie
3AKTIOYEHHST MUPA OH MPUTOJUTCS, KaK 0peaH NpoKaaovléaowyuil nyms 014
00beduHeHUA 8cex cua pyccko2o coyuaausma. Bemp 310 3agava orpoMHOM
HCTOpHUecKOi BaxxkHocTH. MTak, nponomxkaiite uznasats ,,[Ipu3biB”™, ne-
CMOTPS Ha PACXOXIEHHUA C TOB. AnlekcuHckuM. S 6yay paboTtath Ans Hero
ycepaHee, YeM Hpexe.

I'.IL

Eume onHo. ToB. ABKCEHTBHEB TOBOPHI O 3aHATHH HEMIIAMH MECTHOCTEH
Genbruiickux, ¢ppaHIy3CKUX, MOJIBCKUX, JIMTOBCKUX U np. Ho ox 3abbiBaeT
O MECTHOCTSX 3anaodnoii Pycu.'?> Mexmy Tem,,Pycckuii [Tpusbi” He 1omkeH
3a6bIBaTh O HHUX.

IMpowy 1. JlebeneBa nepeaats T. JIroOuMOBY MO 1npocs0y ciaenaTh
s MeHs B crobape bpokraysa u Ddpona cnpasky 06 3THOrpadueckoM
cocTaBe HaceneHHs B rybepuusix Bunenckoit, 'poaenckoit u Kosenckoit.

MHe HyXHBI TO4YHbIE HUPPBI.

I'.I1.

Celivac nmosy4us NUCbMO TOB. ABKCEHTbeBa. Sl TONOCYI0O NPOTHB BCEX
TEX IMYHKTOB, KOTOPBIE Bbl petuwin npubaBuTh k Balueit pezonroru. ITuck-
Mo Hopnasckoro, nosy4eHHoe T. ABKCEHTBEBBIM, HE CMYTHT MEHS HHKa-
KHAMH XapakTepUCTUKaMU B BUJy TOH xapakTepuctuku 1. Mopnanckoro, ko-
Topyio s nan Beille. Ho ¢ 3TUM 1esToM Hano Tak WIM HHAYE NMOKOHYHTH:
oHo mewaem pabomame. I"onocyro npotus 1o6aBiaeHUi ¥ mpoiny NpuOaBUTb,
YTO [P TOJIOCOBAHUM TNPOTUB HHUX Obl1 nodan odun 2oaoc. Ho, moBTO-
psiio, B TPETHH Pa3: pe3oJIOLUS JaXke B HOBOM BHIE (¢ yKasanuem mozo,
umo 6 pedakyuu bblLau 400U ee omeepzasuiue) He NOKHA MEUIATh MPO10-
*eHuro ,, [1puseiBa™.

125 Tn the article “O mire”.
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17. PLEKHANOV TO JULES GUESDE

San Remo, le 16 février 1917
Mon cher Guesde,
Vous avez sans doute appris par les journaux I’arrestation & Petrograde de
onze ouvriers, membres des comités industriels de guerre.126

C’est 12 une nouvelle fort peu réjouissante pour nous, encore que de
semblables coups soient malheureusement toujours a attendre de notre
gouvernement.

En effet, s’il arréte de temps & autre quelques «défaitistesy, il ne manque
jamais d’arréter et en grand nombre ceux qui travaillent sincerement a la
défense nationale. C’est ainsi qu’il comprend 1’Union Sacrée.

Il est probable que les personnes arrétées sont Gvosdeffa 127 et ses
camarades. Or Gvosdeff2 est le véritable chef du proletariat russe travail-
lant 4 la défense nationale. Son influence sur les ouvriers est immense et il
a su toujours avec le plus grand succés, tenir téte aux zimmervaldiens.
L’impression que peut causer son arrestation parmi les ouvriers, vous
'imaginez sans peine.!?8 Vous pensez bien que la propagande zimmerval-
dienne n’y perdra rien.

Il me semble, que les gouvernements alliés devraient déconseiller au
gouvernement russe de continuer cette politique qui nous ménera a une
catastrophe. Si vous voyez le Président de la République, parlez lui de tout
cela. Il trouvera, peut-&tre, un moyen d’agir immédiatement sur le Czar,
qui probablement ne sait méme pas les persécutions dont nos ouvriers sont
'objet de la part de nos réacs.12?

Bien & Vs G.P.

a copy Grosdeff

126 The members of the worker group of the Central War Industries Committee were
arrested January 29, 1917 (OS). It had been seated a little over a year earlier, on
December 3, 1915.

127 K. A. Gvozdev, a railroad worker and Menshevik, headed the workers group of the
War Industries Committee. He was one of those arrested in January 1917. After the
overthrow of the Tsar, he became a member of the Executive Committee of the Petrograd
Soviet, and he was Minister of Labor in the last Provisional Government coalition.

128 The arrest of the worker group touched off massive strikes, which may be thought of
as the prelude to the February upheaval.

12 In his diary the French ambassador in Petrograd mentions the arrest of the worker
group, but says nothing during the following weeks of instructions from his government
to take the matter up with the Tsar. See Paléologue, An Ambassador’s Memoirs, op. cit.,
IH, pp. 191f.
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PS. Je peux venir prochainement 4 Paris pour la conférence.'3? Soyez assez
bon pour faire en sorte qu’on donne des ordres au consulat frangais de
Vintimille affin qu’on nous laisse passer ma femme et moi sans encombre.

18. R. M. PLEKHANOVA AND G. V. PLEKHANOV TO THEIR DAUGHTERS

[Tsarksoe Selo} le 29 Mai 1917 OS]}
a Mes cheres et adorées enfants
Voila deux mois et demi que nous avons quitté San-Remo et Paris et il nous
semble qu’il s’est ecoulé un siécle. Nous étions trés occupés, trés tiraillés,
nous avons beaucoup vecu, nous avons eprouvés toutes sortes d’impres-
sions bonnes et mauvaises et malgré cette vie intense, nous ne pouvons pas
nous consuler de votre absence, de notre séparation et ne révons qu’une
chose: c’est de vous revoir, vous serrer contre notre poitrine. Nous espe-
rions, Lydie, que tu arrivera avec Mm Lounkevitch et les Krapotkine. C’est
dommage que tu ne sois pas saisi cette occasion.!3! Mais tu auras encore
des camarades de voyage. Pars seulement dans des bonnes conditions.
Adresses toi @ Mr Thomas. Il arrangera ton départ avec une mission
frangaise ou autre. Ne t’hasarde pas sur un bateau de commerce ou simple
bateau des passagers. Je t’ai déja écrit dans la lettre envoyée par Mme
Lafon, qu’il faut aporter des habits d’hiver et d’été des bas de coton et de
laine en abondance, car ici tout est hors de prix; je voudrais que tu aporte 2
camusoles Jigger ou imitations pour papa. La taille de Georges Batault
irait bien p. papa; aussi de I'etoffe pour 3-4 blouses ou des blouses faites
par les couturiers de Genia. Vous savez a4 peu prés ma mesure. Il faut
aporter tous les instruments de medecine et chirurgie (stetoscopes, appa-
reils p. I'ex. de la pression sanguine et autres). Ici c’est inabordable; aussi
du linge: 24 draps; 36 serviette de toilette; 24 4 36 serviettes de table;
tabliers de bonnes (choisir les meilleurs). Pour nous installer pour l'hiver il
faut du linge et le linge est de prix. C’est plus avantageux de payer & Mlle
Guédin I’aller et retour 4 Paris de San-Remo pour qu’elle aporte tous ¢a
que d’acheter ici. Pour finir de parler des affaires je vous rapelle qu’il faut
payer les assurances de Londres et I’'Urbaine. Mieux payer une année
enti¢re 4 chaque assurance et nous debarassés. Jai laissé a Genia 900 Lires;

a jn Plekhanova’s hand

1% He did not, for after having been put off from January to March 1917, the projected
conference of socialists of the allied nations was then postponed indefinitely.

181 Lydie was to have accompanied her parents to Russia in early April, but because of
her health it was decided that she should remain in San Remo, and come later in the
spring. R. M. Plekhanova to Lydie, London, April 2, 1917, Plekhanov Archive, Box 10.
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ajoutez ce qu’il faut et payez avant ton départ.

A présent sur notre sante et nos affaires: La sante de papa n’est pas du
tout bien: il a de la peine a se débarrasser de la grippe attrapée a Londres.
Il y a dans sa sante de haut et des bas, mais le mal, hélas! predomine. Et
pourtant la besogne presse. Quoiqu’il a refusé le poste de ministre, comme
je vous ai ecrit dans ma derniere lettre; mais redacteur du «EauacTBO» €t
comme directeur spirituel d’'une grande partie de notre peuple et notre
opinion publique, il est terriblement occupé et ¢a fait pitié de le voir
pendant la fievre ou a la table & écrire ou a recevoir le mond nombreux et
varie qui vient lui parler, le consulter etc. De temps en temps il parle devant
des grandes assemblées, mais sa santé ne lui permet pas de faire ga regu-
licrement. I1 y a 10 jours il a parlé devant un auditoire de 10,000 person-
nes. . 132 Il a parlé durant 2 heures et trés bien, mais il a pris froid & son
retour et a eu de la fievre pendant plusieurs jours et méme a presenta il fait
de 37,6-7 chaque soir. C’est bien triste. . . C’est une veritable tragedie cette
force physique limitée, alors que les regards de toute la Russie sont tournes
vers lui. «ExuncTBo» notre journal a un grand succes. Papa regoit des
adherents et compliments de tous les cotés. En général, helas! le temps est
encore trés inquietant, trés trouble, ’'armée encore bien desorganisée, mais
nous esperons que ¢a s’arrangera. Il y a déja des signes d’amélioration; par
exemple, la farine arrive ces derniers jours en abondance & Petrograd. . .
Parmée ne manque de rien. Le moral dans plusieurs sections du front est
excellent. .. Enfin Phorizon qui etait trés sombre s’eclaircit et nous
commengons & espérer que notre liberté sortira victorieuse de toutes les
epreuves. Les «leninzi» perdent du terrain et de la popularité.

Mes chers enfants, ecrivez nous des lettres; elles arriveront tard mais
arriveront quand méme. J’ai recu une charmante lettre de Mlle Oulman et
une aussi charmante de Mme Pallandier.

Si vous saviez, comme nous nous ennyons sans vous. Nous nous conso-
lons & I'idée que bientot Genia pourra venir nous voir avec Georges.

Nous sommes installés & Zarsko€ Selo tres bien. J’ai loué pour 4 mois un
joli appartement meublé. Notre adresse est:

Nizky Boulvar

Huskuii 6ynbBaps 0. 8 kB. 4

3 uncertain reading

132 The only speech Plekhanov made in the month of May that is printed in God na
rodine (I, pp. 89-93) was to a Congress of Delegates from the Front, an assemblage not
likely to have numbered 10,000. A speech he gave June 19 on the Kazan Square, to mark
the launching of a Russian offensive, was heard by a very large crowd. Ibid., pp. 219-20.
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C’est un app. au dessus de I'appart. des Belinky qui sont trés gentils avec
nous. Il faut aporter 4 Mm Bel. la liste d’affaires que j’ai envoyé avec Mm
Lafon.

Le porter de cette lettre est un ami & nous, Mr Svatikoff,!33 un conside-
rable personnage dans le gouvernement revolutionnaire. Recevez le bien.
Il est trés gentil et nous rend des grands services.

Je vous embrasse tous les trois tendrement.

a Mes cheres enfants, il y a longtemps que nous n’avons point de vos
nouvelles. Ecrivez maintenant. Nous pensons toujours a vous et nous vous
aimons plus que jamais. Quand est-ce que nous vous reverrons? Vous nous
manquez beaucoup. Ecrivez le plus vite possible. Salut 4 Georges.

Bien a vous.
G.P.

19. R. M. PLEKHANOVA TO HER DAUGHTERS

. le 28 Novembr [1917 (OS)] Petrograd
Mes chers enfants,

je Vous ai ecrit plusieurs fois depuis le mois de Juillet: avec Tarle;'3* avec
un camarade-aviateur qui se rendait avec la mission russe en France; par
I'intermediaire de Lihoff avec Diamandi etc. .. nous attendions Lydie
avec impatience. Notre chagrin de ne pas la voir venir avec la famille
Destrée etait immense . . . mais c’était notr faute a nous: nous avons voulu
eviter & Lydie les emotions de la guerre civile. Mais nous avons emis une
chose: c’est que la guerre civile sera permanente durant un temps plus ou
moins longue jusque nous aurons un gouvernement stable et étre separé
durant tous ce temps de Vous, nos enfants cheris, ¢a serait penible pour
nous et Vous. D’un autr coté la vie, quoique tres emouvante et emotion-
nante est en méme temps trés interessante. Etre temoin de cette epoque

a in Plekhanov’s hand

133 P, §. Sviatikov, deputy chief of the Provisional Administration for Police Affairs and
Security of Person and Property, was ordered abroad on business by the Provisional
Government in early June. Vestnik Vremennogo Pravitel’sta, June 2, 1917.

134 E. V. Tarle (1875-1955), Russian historian of France, did not initially support the
Bolshevik Revolution. Indicative of his earlier relations with Plekhanov is his letter of
1913 printed in Filosofsko-literaturnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova, II, p. 286. Plekhanov
wrote appreciatively of Tarle’s work in his History of Russian Social Thought,
Sochineniia, XX, p. 111, note. G. Diamandy, a Rumanian by origin, studied in France,
became a radical student leader, a fervent supporter of Guesde, and an acquaintance of
Plekhanov.
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presente un haut interét et prendre part dans la guerison morale et intel-
lectuel de notre pauvre peuple — est une tache noble et grande. En me
guidant de ces considérations j’ai telegraphié a Lydie qu’elle vienne avec la
premiére bonne occasion. Elle n’est pas venu; ¢a veut dire qu’elle n’a pas
trouvé d’occasion assez bonne. A présent les temps sont encore plus trou-
bles, 'orage et la tempéte grondent, nous vivons comme sur un vulcan,
mais on vit, on s’habitue & tout et nous ne disons pas 4 chére Lydie de ne
pas venir. Qu’elle fasse comme elle veut. Qu’elle pése tout et qu’elle decide
elle méme. Quand a nous nous serons trés heureux de I'avoir ici pres de
nous.

En tous cas si Lydie se decide de venir il faudra qu’elle ssembarque avec
des gens sirs.

Ces lignes ont deja été ecrites, quand une belle vision en forme d’officier
frangais a fait rupture dans notre chambr d’hopital et nous a vite remis une
lettre et disparu. Cette lettre est de Georges, qui recommande a papa le
cam. P. et nous ecrit quelques mots sur Votre santé et la décision de Lydie
de remettre son depart 4 un temps ulterieur, quand les conditions seront
meilleures. Vous avez raison, mes enfants. Cheére Lydie ne te desole pas,
trouve en attendant une occupation et remets ton voyage qui, entrepris a
present, peut étre trés accidenté. Attendons un temps meilleur, il ne va pas
tarder, nous croyons. Travaille et sois courageuse, ma Lydie adorée. Nous
parlons avec papa trés souvent de vous et révons de nous trouver tous
ensemble.

A present quelques mots de notr vie. Vous savez que nous habitions
durant plusieurs mois Zarskoé. Nous étions bien 13 bas. Le climat et Iair
sont meilleurs qu’a Petrograd. Papa se sentait relativement bien, quoique,
il avait souvent de la fievre et les derniéres trois semaines il gardait de lit
(presque) 2 de Sirotinine!®® et Lihoff qui venaient le voir de temps en
temps. Mais il travaillait toujours. Grace au repos au lit, la fievre com-
mengait a ceder, son état commengait a s’améliorer; il se sentait plus fort,
I'appétit renaissait, les nuits etaient meilleures et j’esperais que son état
nous permettra bientot de partir au sud: en Caucase, ou nous conseillait de
nous rendre Sirotinine. Mais, helas! Tout s’est gaté, grace aux evenements
du 25 Octobre. La terreur 4 commencé a sevir, le voyage en chemin de fer
avec un malade est devenu impossible quoique toute protection nous a ete
promise. Arrivent les tragique journées 30-31 Oct.; battaille a la porte de
Zarskog, entre les cosacks d’un coté et le proletariat peterbourgien et les

a two illegible words

135 Academician V. N. Sirotinin, the senior physician at the French hospital in Petrograd,
which Plekhanov entered in November 1917. R. M. Plekhanova, God na rodine, p. 4.
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matelos baltiques de 1’autre cote — victoire des derniers et Zarsko€ a eté
inondé du peuple vainqueur sur leurs fréres cosaques. Fatigués et farou-
ches, ils ont perquisitionnés dans plusieurs maisons de Zarskoé, en cher-
chant d’ennemis cachés, des armes. .. On a perquisitionné partout: chez
Belinqui, chez la proprietaire de la villa habitée par nous. On est venu chez
nous aussi, helas! Malgré les assurances de nos camarades et amis, que
jamais on osera venir chez2 papa — votre papa, n’étant pas optimiste, était
siir que si on vienne, on ne fera pas de distinction — car ce n’etait pas avec
des gens conscients, qu’on avait affaire, mais avec un peuple inconscient
pour lequel le nom de Plékhanoff ne dit pas grande grande chose. .. Il
n’ont jamais rien lu sauf la mauvaise litterature des bolchevikis et ne sont
imbus que de leurs devises simplistes. Ils voient des contre-revolutionnai-
res partout méme chez leur meilleurs amis. Ce sont de jeunes gens dans la
plupart sincéres, ayant le feu sacré et il faut les pardonner, car ils ne savent
pas ce qu’ils font. Ainsi.quand j’ai dit «[Ipuuu», papa a compris.

Papa etait etendu au lit. C’etait dans I'aprés midi, vers les 3 h. En
premier, sont venus un soldat, un matelot, — jeune, bien fait, avec belle
figure, mais celle ci, helas! ne promettait rien de bon, — et un jeune
adolescent de 16-17 ans de la garde-rouge. Ou est le patron? — Il est
malade, au lit. — Que voulez vous? — Il nous faut le patron. — Nous
sommes venus chercher des armes. — Mais nous n’avons pas des armes et le
patron est malade. Attendez ici, je vais le prevenir. — Non, nous devons le
voir et m’ecartant de la main ces visiteurs se dirigent vers la porte de la
chambre a coucher. Je prends I'avance et je previens papa de l'arrivée. Je
puis seulement dire: «[Ipuuuin»y. Papa a compris de qui il s’agit, car on
s’attendait & Zarskog Sielo & ces visites. — Ils sont entrés dans la chambre a4
coucher. Nous sommes venus chercher des armes! — Nous n’en n’avons
pas. — Ils repondent: nous savons, que Vous avez. — Alors, cherchez.
FPouvre armoire, ton panier, Lydie, encore plein avec les affaires envoyées
de Paris. .. Ils ne cherchent rien, regardent autour et n’osent pas tou-
cher... Un coup a la porte. Je sors. Encore un matelot, plus agé celui ci,
farouche, revolver a la main! De nouveau: ou est le patron — il me le faut!
— 1II est malade! Nous sommes aussi malades! Donnez les armes. Nous
avons déja dit, que nous n’avons pas d’armes. — Vous en avez et si vous ne
les rendez pas je vous tue sur place. Moi je commence 4 m’emporter, mais
papa avec sa methode socratique: — Tuer un homme par le temps qui court
— C’est une chose facile mais des armes vous ne trouverez pas, car je n’en ai
pas. Le matelot farouche se calme. Le petit de la garde-rouge a I'air
penaud. Il demande avec un sourire aimable. — Vous &tes un ministre?

2 uncertain reading
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Papa répond: non, je ne suis pas un ministre. — Alors, vous étes un membre
de la Douma? Papa: non, je ne suis pas un membre de la Douma. Alors le
matelot farouche demande le petit: ce n’est lui? Le petit de la garde-rouge
hesite . . . et papa est sauvé. Encore une question: a quel état appartenez
vous? (noblesse, bourgeois ou paysan). Heureusement, papa a repondu:
«nucame.tbckozo». . .. Le matelot reste deconcerté . . . Papa ajouta: durant
quarant ans je luttais pour le peuple et la revolution. Cette fois le farouche
matelot s’est repris. — A bah! Keresky etait aussi revolutionnaire! . . . Aprés
quelques minutes d’hesitation et de conversation entre eux ils sont par-
tis. . . Le lendemain encore une visite par des matelots, mais cette fois je ne
les ai pas laissé entrer et ils sont partis sans protester. . .13¢ Aprés ¢a, vu la
santé de papa, j’ai trouvé mieux de nous soustraire a ces visites désagréa-
bles et j’ai fait des demarches pour entrer pour quelques jours dans un
hopital de Zarsko€. Une nuit nous avons passé a ’hopital de la ville de
Zarsk. et le lendemain un medecin-ami est venu chercher papa avec un
automobile sanitaire pour I'installer & Pétrograd ou il serait mieux 4 ’abri
de visites. Le méme jour je I'ai rejoint. Le court voyage a fait plutét du mal
a papa, car voild un mois que nous sommes a I’hopital frangais et la fievre,
qui est devenue plus forte le lendemain de son arrivée, ne se calme pas
jusqu’a présent. Il fait toujours & rares jours exceptés, la fe de 37-37,2 le
matin et 38° le soir. La derniére semaine, il est mieux au point de vue
général. 1l mange mieux, il est plus gai, le subjectif est meilleur et le poids
a augmenté. Nous avons choisi I'hopital frangais pour étre plus tranquils,
et parce qu’Aitoff,!37 charmant homme le dirige. Mais les conditions
hygieniques ne vont pas pour des malades souffrants des poumons. J’ai cru
que nous y ferons un court séjour: une semaine ou deux tout au plus. Notre
sejour s’est prolongé ici, car I’état de papa ne permet pas de longue voyage.
En outre, entreprendre un voyage par ce temps trouble est plutot dange-
reux. Ainsi nous avons decidés de choisir quelque chose dans les environs
de Petrograd. Il y a des excellents sanatorium en Finlande. Mais papa est
faché contre les finlandais pour leur agissements plus qu’indignes par rap-
ort a la Russie revolutionnaire,!3® et c’est impossible de le convaincre de

136 A laundered version of these events is given in Iovchuk and Kurbatova, Plekhanov,
op. cit., pp. 327-28. The day after the affair at Tsarskoe Selo, an order was issued that
Plekhanov be protected against a recurrence. See Petrogradskii Voenno-Revoliutsionnyi
komitet, Dokumenty i materialy (3 vols; Moscow, 1966-67), I, pp. 539 and 548.

137 V. D. Aitoff was the junior physician at the French hospital who looked after
Plekhanov.

138 The Finns had subscribed Tsarist loans, Plekhanov noted with indignation, but had
done little for the “Liberty Loan” floated by the Provisional Government in March 1917.
Plekhanova, God na rodine, p. 3; Robert Browder and Alexander Kerensky, The Russian
Provisional Government 1917 (3 vols; Stanford, 1961), II, pp. 485-92.
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prendre en considération seulement sa santé. En tous cas ici, a4 I’hopital
frangais nous ne resterons pas longtemps. Nous irons ou hors de ville dans
un petit sanat.-pension a 1 h. de distance; ou nous nous placerons dans un
hopital privé tres confortable et dans un bon quartier de Petrograd. La
tante Annette y est a présent. On y est trés bien. C’est en attendant. Aussitot
que ¢a pourra se faire, nous irons en Crimée Jalta ou se trouve Varvara
Nicolaevna Gontcharova qui nous apelle 1 bas.

Quant 4 ma santé, elle est trés bonne. Je supporte tres bien le climat de
Petrograd. Je trouve Petrograd sous la neige trés beau. Je me sens un peu
fatiguée ces derniers jours a cause du demenagement, mais c’est passager.
Jusqu’a present je ne me suis pas remise a la medecine. Je suis entiérement
a papa et je crois commencer & pratiquer, quand il sera remis. Pour le
moment je ne vois qu’une chose c’est sa santé.

Je ne comprends pas pourquoi Vous ne recevez pas I’Edinstvo, que je
Vous ai envoyé en 3 reprises: avec Dumas, avec Diamandi le frére de
I’ambassadeur de Roumanie, un vieil ami de papa et avec un camarade-
sous-lieutenant aviateur qui se rendait en Russie avec une mission russe.3°
Est ce possible que personne de ces messieurs ne vous a fait parvenir les
paquets et lettres. C’est deconcertant. Ils m’ont tellement promis de faire
mes CoOmmissions.

En tous cas je vous enverrai ces jours les articles de papa, parus dans
le Edinstvo. Ca serait bon de les traduire en frangais. Le public frangais
pourra se convaincre, comme papa a prevu les jours fatals, que nous
traversons a présent, comme il les a prédits encore au debut de notre
revolution. Comme il luttait contre cette affreuse maladie de leninisme,
dont est atteint notre bon, mais encore peu conscient peuple russe.14°

Dites 4 Georges et sachez vous mémes que nous ne souffrons pas de la
terreur des montagnards; non! c’est sont ceux contre lesquels Robespierre
sevissait, qui se sont emparés du pouvoir. Ce sont des hebertistes, des
bakouniens, des anarchistes. La Convention voulait une France forte, une
et indivisible; tandis que notre pouvoir laisse dechirer la grande Russie en
locques. La Convention ne traitait pas avec 'ennemi qui foulait le sol
frangais. Notre pouvoir laisse mettre par I’Allemagne le carcan sur le cou
du peuple russe et est prét a leur donner tous ce qu’elle voudra, en assurant
le pauvre peuple que c’est de 'internationalisme. . .

13% Dumas made two visits to Russia in 1917. While there, he wrote several articles for
Plekhanov’s Edinstvo. In 1919 he published La vérité sur les Bolcheviks (Paris). C. J.
Diamandy was the Rumanian ambassador to St Petersburg, 1913-17.

140 Plekhanov’s articles from Edinstvo were later published, untranslated, in God na
rodine. A sketch of Plekhanov’s life by Iu. Arzaev, which serves as an introduction to the

collection, adds some details to the account of the break-in at Tsarskoe Selo. See I, pp.
xlii-xlv.
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Mais nous esperons que ce mauvais cauchemar passera et que de tous
nos malheurs nous sortirons sans amoindrissements et méme grandis, car
nous avons bien souffert.

Nous voyons souvent Deutch, Sassoulitch, Liubov Issakovna et Ida
Issakovna,'*! qui est aussi a I'hopital frangais pour quelques jours. Elle
souffre d’un commencement d’anevrisme d’aorte. Son etat n’est pas grave,
mais inquietant. Elle est trés gentille. Quant 4 L. Issak., elle a un grand
succés, comme un des meilleurs orateur-femme. .. Elle est vraiment trés
doué et travaille beaucoup. . .

Notre «Edinstvo» est supprimé par la Censure qui sevit plus que jamais.
Mais ces jours apparaitra notre journal sous un autre nom.!42

Je voudrais t’envoyer, chére Lydie, de ’argent, mais comment faire,
quand notre cours est tellement bas. Je dois perdre immensement sur le
change. Si tu avais pu faire un emprunt de 2-3 mille francs pour avoir de
argent afin de payer nos assurances, envoyer un millier de lires 4 Schrei-
ber et avoir pour tes depenses. Si tu ne peux pas trouver 4 faire une
emprunte (chez MrHecht, Mlle Oulman et Mr Batault) telegraphie moi et je
tenverrai de 'argent.

Ecrivez nous nos chéres, adorées enfants par toutes les occasions possi-
bles.

Mille bonnes choses de notre part a Mr et Mme Batault pére et Mlie,
Quant a Georges je I’embrasse tendrement. Ma lettre est pour vous trois.

\ . ) 0 .
R..

P.S. Dans les journaux on a publié que papa a été trés impressioné par la
visite de matelots que son état est devenu grave a la suite qu’une hémo-
ptysie grave s’est declarée etc. etc. Tout ¢a c’est du roman. Papa a éte trés
calme durant la visite, son etat n’a pas empiré a cause de ga. Il n’a pas eu
d’hémoptysie. C’est seulement le voyage qui lui a fait quelque mal. Je
repete: il est mieux a présent.

11 1. I. Aksel'rod and her sister Ida were devoted followers of Plekhanov for several
decades.

142 The Bolsheviks suppressed Edinstvo three and one half weeks after they seized
power. The paper re-appeared as Nashe Edinstvo on December 17 (30), but discontinued
in a little over a month.
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