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PLEKHANOV IN WAR AND REVOLUTION, 1914-17*

Despite the fact that the views of Georgii Valentinovich Plekhanov
(1856-1918) on the World War cannot be studied in his voluminous col-
lected works — the editor abruptly terminated the edition with an article
Plekhanov published on the eve of the war's outbreak1 — his position is
broadly familiar to students of Russian and international socialism.
Thanks to his substantial published writings from September 1914 to
March 1917 scattered through the press of at least five countries, a two-
volume collection of his articles and speeches for the remainder of 1917,
and several brief secondary accounts, it is possible to trace Plekhanov's
wartime outlook.2 By contrast, little is known of his political initiatives,
associations and conflicts during the war years. A considerable share of his
correspondence and other personal papers — the kind of material likely to
illuminate these aspects — has been printed by the Dom Plekhanova, the
Leningrad repository that holds almost all of them.3 But, as with the
* I am grateful to the University Research Council of the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, for support that made this work possible.
1 G. V. Plekhanov, Sochineniia, ed. by D. Riazanov (24 vols; Moscow, 1923-27). The last
article reproduced (XIX, pp. 529-37) had appeared in the newspaper Edinstvo (St
Petersburg) on June 29, 1914 (OS).
2 Some of his writings from July 1914 to March 1917 will be cited in subsequent notes.
For his articles from April 1917 to January 1918, see G. V. Plekhanov, God na rodine (2
vols; Paris, 1921). To date, no one has fully utilized all these materials. Secondary
accounts include V. Vaganian, G. V. Plekhanov (Moscow, 1924), pp. 664-77; S. H. Baron,
Plekhanov: The Father of Russian Marxism (Stanford, 1963), ch. 16; M. Iovchuk and I.
Kurbatova, Plekhanov (Moscow, 1977), pp. 307-15. A brief consideration from the
Menshevik-Internationalist perspective is B. Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina i rossiiskaia
sotsial-demokratiia [Inter-University Project on the History of the Menshevik Move-
ment, Paper No 10] (New York, 1962), pp. 67-78 and passim. A recent, not especially
successful, attempt at a revisionist interpretation is E. Belfer, "Plekhanov and the First
World War", in: Slavic and Soviet Series (Tel Aviv), III (1978), pp. 48-57.
3 Literaturnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova (8 vols; Moscow, 1934-40); Filosofsko-litera-
turnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova (3 vols; Moscow, 1973-74). Before the establishment of
the Dom Plekhanova, P. A. Berlin, V. S. Voitinskii and B. I. Nikolaevskii brought out the
valuable two-volume Perepiska G. V. Plekhanova i P. B. Aksel'roda (Moscow, 1925).
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collected works, what has been published does not extend beyond the
coming of the war. The documents presented here are of considerable
interest because they are virtually the first Plekhanov papers for the war
years to appear in print.

In 1914-17, Plekhanov had two consuming, though somewhat con-
tradictory, passions. On one hand, he turned away from the momentous
drama enveloping Europe to apply himself with scholarly zeal to the
composition of his multi-volume History of Russian Social Thought. The
first volume had appeared in June 1914, and he completed two more
before the end of 1916. On the other hand — and it is this side of his activity
that these documents bring into focus — he strove through persistent and
wide-ranging political and propagandistic activity to secure and sustain
support for the Entente, whose cause he embraced at the very commence-
ment of the war. He had already outlined his views in the Kadet newspaper
Rech'in St Petersburg and in the British Social Democratic organ Justice in
London, when on October 11, 1914, he made his first wartime speech, to a
group of Russian socialists in Lausanne (No I).4

There, he denounced Germany, the state he held responsible for the war,
and the German Social Democrats, who, he charged, had betrayed their
commitments to the International by supporting their government's
imperialist policy. He approved the behavior of the French socialists,
whose legitimate concern for the defense of their country against aggres-
sion justified the entry of several of their leaders into the war cabinet.
Somewhat discordantly, he also endorsed the stance of the Russian Social
Democratic fraction in the Duma, which had voted against war credits for
France's Eastern ally. Plekhanov continued throughout the war to hold in
high regard the socialist participants in the Union Sacree, and through his
close connections with Jules Guesde and some of his associates he
endeavored to enhance the prestige and influence of the Russian
"defensists". Toward Germany he became ever more implacable, hailing
its defeats, deploring its victories, and "exposing" its rapacity week in and
week out. Intensely mistrustful of the Teutonic foe, he readily charac-
terized such events as the Easter rebellion in Ireland and the wartime
movements for independence of Russia's subject nationalities as nothing
more than German machinations. He scoffed at declarations of the
majority German Social Democrats that they favored a just peace, dis-
counted the importance of the opposition to that majority, and warned
against even exploring peace initiatives from the German government or
4 The letter to Rech' - it is dated September 30 (17), 1914 - is reprinted in Golos (Paris),
October 28, 1914. The letter printed in the Justice number of October 15 is reprinted in
Golos, October 25.
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anyone else, so long as German soldiers remained camped on the soil of
others. Needless to say, he was hostile to the Zimmerwald movement from
its beginning.

Having fought so long against the Tsarist government, Plekhanov was
incapable of springing suddenly to the defense of Russia. However, con-
vinced from the beginning that a Russian defeat by Germany would surely
work to the disadvantage of the Russian proletariat, before long he argued
that the working class had "the right and the obligation" to defend the
country. By mid 1915, he reversed his earlier stance on war credits and, in
an open letter, urged one of the Social Democratic members of the Duma,
A. V. Bur'ianov, to vote for them: to vote negatively would be a "betrayal"
of the people, he declared, and to abstain "cowardice".5 Not surprisingly,
Plekhanov favored working-class participation in the War Industries
Committees that were established to spur the production of material es-
sential for the war effort. But he went even farther, and in a public letter to
the "conscious members of the working population of Russia" warned that
labor disturbances in the rear of Russia's fighting forces were tantamount
to treason.6 True, he also spoke of national defense as the highroad to the
attainment of liberty, but clearly the struggle for liberty was to be post-
poned until after the war had been won.

Plekhanov developed his views for a Russian social-democratic public
which, already seriously divided before mid 1914, split deeply along new
lines with the coming of the war. Lenin, who was present at Plekhanov's
Lausanne speech, attacked him immediately afterward, and followed up a
few days later with a more extended critique and condemnation. To Ple-
khanov's position he forcefully opposed his own: Russia's defeat was to be
hoped for — it was the lesser evil and would serve as the prelude to
revolution. Thereafter he seldom let pass an opportunity to castigate his
one-time mentor for, among other things, "monstrous Jesuitism, hypocrisy,
and prostitution of socialism"!7 However, it was not so much Lenin, whose
defeatist views enjoyed little support for some time, as the internationalist

5 His letter to Bur'ianov, dated July 22, 1915, was printed in Rech', September 14, 1915;
reprinted in Nashe Slovo (Paris), October 9, in Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 10, pp.
200-01, and in Prizyv, No 17 (January 22, 1916).
6 The letter, K soznatel'nomu trudiashchemusia naseleniiu Rossii |(Paris, September 10
1915), written by Plekhanov, and signed by eleven others, stemmed from the meeting in
September that led to the publication of the defensist Paris newspaper Prizyv. Cf. note
120.
7 Lenin's speech of October 13 is reported in Golos, October 25 and 27. The quoted
characterization, in which he coupled Plekhanov with Karl Kautsky, is from a brochure
he wrote in the summer of 1915, "Krakh II Internatsionala", in Polnoe Sobranie
Sochineniia (55 vols; Moscow, 1960-65), XXVI, p. 215.
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Mensheviks and their ex-Bolshevik allies who were to be Plekhanov's
principal adversaries during the war, and vice versa. The internationalists,
who numbered among their leaders Iu. O. Martov, L. D. Trotskii, D. Z.
Manuilskii, V. A. Antonov-Ovseenko, A. S. Martynov, F. I. Dan, A. V.
Lunacharskii, M. N. Pokrovskii, A. M. Kollontai and A. I. Balabanova,
regarded the war as an imperialist conflict for which all the great powers
were responsible, and hoped to end it quickly by international socialist
action for peace. Most of them were grouped in and around the newly
created, Paris-based newspaper Golos (and its successor Nashe Slovo).s

Martov voiced the fear that Plekhanov's position "must produce the
most demoralizing effect upon the Russian public"; and so, as Martynov
wrote, "at the beginning of the war, all the attention and efforts of the
internationalists were naturally directed toward one goal — the struggle
with the social-patriotic epidemic."9 Golos I Nashe Slovo devoted an ex-
traordinary amount of attention to reporting, refuting and denouncing
Plekhanov's views. They lashed Plekhanov with charges that he had
betrayed Marxism, abandoned socialism, and was the Russian counterpart
to that German "social-chauvinist" par excellence, Albert Siidekum. The
campaign had just begun when he felt compelled to reply to "the imbecile
Golos" (No 2) and its complement, as he subsequently called them, of
"idiots", "reptiles", and "foulmouths". His response, the pamphlet "On the
War",10 was published in Paris before the end of 1914. It was an
amplification and justification of his outlook for one thing, but, charac-
teristically, it had another aim as well. It was written in the form of a letter
to an unidentified Bulgarian comrade (Dr Zakhari Petrov), through whom
Plekhanov hoped to persuade the Bulgarian socialists to adopt and act in
accordance with his viewpoint. Later, he sorrowfully noted that they opted
instead for neutrality.11 Similarly, through an interview with the paper //
Lavoro, he attempted to win the Italian socialists to a pro-Entente position,
but again in vain.12 Meanwhile, the appearance of his essay — it was also

8 A useful work on the two newspapers is Michael E. Shaw, "The Nashe Slovo Group
and Russian Social Democracy During World War I" (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
Indiana University, 1975).
9 Pis'ma P. B. AkseProda i Iu. O. Martova, ed. by F. Dan, B. Nikolaevskii and L.
Tsederbaum-Dan (Berlin, 1924), p. 305; A. S. Martynov, "Ot abstraktsii k konkretnoi
deistvitel'nosti", in: Nashe Slovo, September 15, 1915.
10 G. V. Plekhanov, O voine. Otvet tovarishchu Z.P. (Paris, 1914). A second edition
(Petrograd, 1915) also contained Plekhanov's contribution "Eshche o voine" published in
the collection Voina. Sbornik statei (Paris, 1915).
11 Id., La Social-Democratie et la Guerre (Paris, 1916), p. 1. This brochure is the French
translation of his letter to Petrov, with a new preface dated November 1916.
12 The interview was printed in II Lavoro (Genoa), January 24, 1915, and reprinted in
Nashe Slovo, February 2-3. Plekhanov later urged the American socialists to favor war
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published in Petrograd early in 1915 — provided the occasion for a new
round of fierce attacks on him in Nashe Slovo and elsewhere.

Something of the kind marked each new initiative or pronouncement on
his part relative to the Entente cause, the Russian war effort or the
obligations of Russia's proletariat. Contrariwise, his stand found favor
with figures like the Kadet leader P. N. Miliukov, and even with rightists.
High government officials, including Tsar Nicholas, were so positively
impressed by the content and tone of Plekhanov's above-mentioned open
letter to Bur'ianov, according to O. Tsekhnovitser, that they secretly sub-
sidized the printing of one million brochures in which it was included, for
distribution to industrial workers.13 Plekhanov went far beyond the
bounds of defensism as it was articulated by others, in the judgment of
B. Dvinov, to constitute, along with defeatism, internationalism and
defensism, a fourth — a "patriotic" — socialist perspective on the war.14 The
observation of L. Lande that Plekhanov and his followers in 1917 consid-
ered "winning the war not just the main but the sole task of the moment"
certainly holds for the preceding years too.15

Standing well to the right of a large majority of his former collaborators,
he could have none but hostile relations with them; even such disciples as
Charles Rappoport, Angelica Balabanova and Alexandra Kollontai
deserted him. Early in 1915 his relations with Edinstvo, a non-factional
organization of Social Democrats devoted to party unification, were
ruptured, despite his earnest pleas for a continuing association, not-
withstanding sharp differences on the war (No 3). Later that year, Maxim
Gor'kii's new journal Letopis' printed a derisive letter likening the father of
Russian Marxism in some respects to Dostoevsky's Smerdiakov, and
skewering him for calling "upon the workers to support the government in
the Duma, to bear patiently the abuse and exploitation of the factory
owners, to forget about themselves and think only of victory over the
Germans".16

After the revolution, L. G. Deich ruefully acknowledged (with some

credits as a way to oppose German imperialism. See Svobodnoe Slovo (New York), 1916,
p. 523.
13 O. Tsekhnovitser, Literatura i mirovaia voina 1914-1918 (Moscow, 1938), pp. 214-17.
The brochure (A. Panov, Rabochii narod i voina (Petrograd, n.d.)) began with Ple-
khanov's letter, and then went on to elaborate the following sentence included in it: "If
Germany should succeed in fastening a yoke on Russia's neck, the Russian proletariat
would suffer most of all."
14 Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina, op. cit., p. 7.
15 L. Lande, "The Mensheviks in 1917", in: The Mensheviks. From the Revolution to the
Second World War, ed. by L. Haimson (Chicago, 1974), pp. 7-8.
16 "Nuzhno li ubezhdeniia?", in: Letopis', December 1915, pp. 323-28.
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hyperbole) that his old comrade Plekhanov had been practically alone in
the emigration on the war question.17 Nevertheless, he was determined to
be politically effective, and so sought to draw like-minded individuals into
collaboration. In the spring of 1915, he yoked a number of Edinstvo
members who remained loyal to him (Deich, L. I. Aksel'rod, P. Dnev-
nitskii, M. Ol'gin, A. Liubimov and K. Kakheli) together with the former
Bolshevik and active defensist G. A. Aleksinskii in the publication of a
collection of articles, entitled "The War".18 The effort was surely deemed
worthwhile, for other actions of the kind followed. In a meeting in Geneva
in early September, Plekhanov, Aleksinskii and a number of other Social
Democrats and a group of Socialist Revolutionary defensists decided to
unite their forces and begin publishing a weekly newspaper Prizyv in Paris.
In addition to Plekhanov and Aleksinskii, the editorial board included
such Socialist Revolutionary leaders as N. D. Avksent'ev, A. A. Argunov
and I. I. Bunakov (Fundaminskii). The paper began publication on
October 1, 1915, and had produced sixty numbers when it closed down in
March 1917. The greater part of Plekhanov's political writings from the
outbreak of the war to the March upheaval, some eighteen items, appeared
in Prizyv. At the same time, anxious to gain the widest currency for his
views, he also contributed frequently to Sovremennyi Mir, edited by N. I.
Iordanskii in Petrograd, and to Svobodnoe Slovo, which Deich began
bringing out in New York in the last months of 1915. In addition, he eager-
ly canvassed the possibility of participation in other publishing enterprises.

The collaborators in Prizyv acknowledged at the outset that they differed
on many matters, but agreed to submerge their differences in order to help
frustrate Germany's aggressive designs. In fact, disagreements between
Plekhanov and some of the others did surface on such varied matters as
relations to certain policies of the French socialists, the attitude toward the
Progressive Bloc in the Duma, and to the peace initiatives launched in late
1916 (Nos 9, 10, 16). Most dramatic was the public revelation early in 1916
of sharp differences on the question of voting new war credits, with Avk-
sent'ev opting for abstention, a course of action that Plekhanov had earlier
indicted in his open letter to Bur'ianov. Late in 1916 a serious dispute arose
over Aleksinskii's continued collaboration, with Plekhanov in support and
the other editors opposed.

As an editor of Prizyv, Plekhanov's role was limited by the fact that he
then resided in Switzerland or Italy while the paper was edited and

17 Replika Deicha, Plekhanov Archive, Box 2, Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale
Geschiedenis, Amsterdam.
18 Voina, op. cit. Cf. A. E. Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland 1914-1917
(Madison, Wis., 1971), pp. 103-05.
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published in Paris. Nevertheless, as these documents show, he took a fairly
active part in the paper's affairs. Especially remarkable is the unusual
flexibility and tact he displayed in relations with his colleagues. He
repressed the haughty and domineering qualities for which he was well
known, refrained from issuing ultimata, and willingly submitted to group
discipline when he was outvoted. He so behaved for the sake of effectively
advancing Prizyv's primary objective. Moreover, he wished to avoid new
splits like the plague, and not just for the obvious reasons; he harboured
the illusion that Prizyv was destined to play an important part in the
conclusion of the peace and after, and would serve as a rallying point for
the unification of all Russian socialist forces (No 16). He had strenuously
fought for the unification of the Social Democratic Party in the pre-war
years, and he remained doggedly committed to that goal, but now he went
a step farther. Plekhanov's involvement in Prizyv led him to think in terms
of a broader grouping: he expressed interest in a coalition of Social
Democrats and Trudoviks in the Duma (No 6). And, after the overthrow of
Tsarism, the first article he wrote for the new Edinstvo called for the union
of Social Democrats and Socialist Revolutionaries who held similar
views.19 Clearly, purity of doctrine was no longer as important to him as it
had earlier been.

Prominent among the matters illuminated by these documents is Ple-
khanov's relationship with Aleksinskii (1879-1967). A man twenty-three
years Plekhanov's junior, Aleksinskii affiliated with the Bolsheviks in 1905.
He represented that group in the Second Duma, but broke with Lenin in
1907. In the following year, along with Gor'kii, Lunacharskii, Pokrovskii
and Manuilskii, he formed the Vpered group. With the outbreak of the war,
Aleksinskii immediately and passionately made the Russian cause his own.
He lectured widely in France and Switzerland, wrote many articles and a
book, La Russie et la Guerre, and began in August 1915 to publish a
newspaper Rossiia i Svoboda. He was, in short, "the most active defensist in
the emigration".20 Aleksinskii's publicistic activity was notorious for its
persistent efforts to blacken the reputation of those whose views on the
war were at odds with his own. It was he who first accused Alexander
Helphand-Parvus (correctly as it turned out) of being an agent of the
German Imperial government. He insinuated that the internationalist — he
preferred the term Germanophile — Golos I Nashe Slovo was subsidized by

19 "K ob"edineniiu sotsialisticheskikh partii", in: Edinstvo, March 29, 1917.
20 Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, op. cit., p. 19 and ch. 8. See also Senn's
"The Politics of Golos and Nashe Slovo", in: International Review of Social History, XVII
(1972), pp. 675-704.
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German funds, and attempted to implicate Christian Rakovski and
Trotskii. He also tried to link the Bolsheviks with Austro-Turkish-German
efforts to subvert the Russian Empire.21

Plekhanov first encountered Aleksinskii in 1907 at the London Congress
of the RSDRP, where, quite gratuitously, he disparaged the younger man's
abilities as a Duma representative and a theoretician.22 Their paths may
have crossed once or twice thereafter, but it was the war that almost
inevitably brought together the most prominent and most active defensists
in the emigration. In La Russie et la Guerre, Aleksinskii cited with approval
Plekhanov's pronouncements on the war, while lambasting both the
defeatists and the internationalists.23 He further ingratiated himself by
observing in his article in the collaborative volume "The War" that the
social-democratic organizations which the Nashe Slovo group (falsely)
depicted as the majority were united only in opposition to Plekhanov's
views,24 and he subsequently defended Plekhanov against an attack by
Gor'kii.25 In the correspondence between them that began in mid 1915,
Plekhanov became increasingly cordial, reciprocating the compliments
addressed to him with repeated praise of Aleksinskii's literary and publi-
cistic talents. (His estimate of Aleksinskii's theoretical powers may not have
changed appreciably, but now they were on the same side, and Plekhanov
especially valued Aleksinskii's uncommon energy in their common cause.)
When Aleksinskii's Rossiia i Svoboda appeared, Plekhanov was listed as a
collaborator, and the third number reprinted his letter to the conscious
members of the working population of Russia. When in September 1915
they met alone for the first time, according to Aleksinskii, Plekhanov told
him how important his efforts were, promised his "moral support" and
embraced him.

Aleksinskii's notes on this interview with Plekhanov are especially in-
triguing (No 5). In a moment of prescience, Plekhanov confided his
opinion that Lenin "had seized upon the war, as the only means by which
to achieve his goals. Had the war not erupted, [...] he would probably have
been condemned and expelled from the Socialist International" because of
his "disruptive role in the Russian labor movement" and presumably been
politically ruined. In earlier correspondence between the two, Plekhanov
21 Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 66, 106-07; G. A. Alexinsky, La
Russie et la Guerre (Paris, 1915), pp. 240-51; id., "O provokatsii", in: Sovremennyi Mir,
1915, No 3, pp. 50-64; id., "Zaiavlenie", in: Nashe Slovo, April 25.
22 Piatyi (Londonski i ) s"ezd R S D R P , Aprel ' -Mai 1907 goda. Protokoly (Moscow, 1963),
pp. 44, 267.
23 Alexinsky, La Russie et la Guer re , pp . 218-20, 304-05.
24 Id., "S kem bol 'shinstvo", in: Voina, pp . 97-98.
25 Id. to Gor 'k i i (first half of 1916), Bakhmeteff Archive, Columbia University.
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had encouraged Aleksinskii in his work of exposing Parvus, and also any
figures in the Russian movement who, wittingly or not, rendered service to
the German cause (No 4). He was quite prepared to entertain the idea that
Lenin and his followers received subsidies from the Germans, who, after
all, had more reason to regard Bolshevik defeatism as an asset than Lenin
to envisage a German victory as a powerful impetus to the fulfillment of his
aims. Plekhanov's support of Aleksinskii, a sometime practitioner of in-
nuendo and outright slander, may appear the opposite of moral. He did
urge Aleksinskii to use his sources critically, but on the other hand he
himself had exhibited a penchant for defamation in the past.26

Their association could prove troublesome. Plekhanov was content to
remain in the shadows while Aleksinskii carried forward his "exposes", but
this tactic was not easy to carry off. Aleksinskii's insinuations with regard to
Trotskii provoked the latter to ask publicly whether Plekhanov associated
himself with these "slanders",27 but brought no response. When two
groups of journalists of the bourgeois press in Paris condemned Aleksinskii
for making unfounded accusations of pro-German sympathies against one
of their Russian colleagues, Nashe Slovo taunted Plekhanov and his Prizyv
colleagues to say where they stood on the matter, but received in reply only
an embarrassed silence.28 Difficulties with Aleksinskii came to a head
toward the end of 1916, in connection with plans to establish a new
Petrograd daily, to be called Russkaia Volia. Agents for the new
venture, which was to be supportive of the war, invited Plekhanov and
Aleksinskii to collaborate and they were inclined to do so. But suspicions
soon arose (they were well-based) that the paper was the brainchild of A.
D. Protopopov, the Octobrist leader who became Minister of the Interior in
September 1916, and had the financial backing of leading banks and
industrial concerns. Plekhanov felt compelled to withdraw, though he was
remarkably reluctant to cast stones. He advised Aleksinskii to retire as well,
but to no avail. Aleksinskii's refusal precipitated a crisis in Prizyv — Ple-
khanov tried in vain to forestall it — that ended with the ouster of
Aleksinskii from the editorial board (Nos 14, 16). Relations between Ple-
khanov and Aleksinskii were not severed, however, and after the March
revolution the latter left Russkaia Volia and began to collaborate with
Plekhanov's Petrograd paper, the new Edinstvo.29

26 It was Plekhanov's tragedy, Dan, Martov and Martynov had written in 1912, and not
without some reason, that he combined "a mind worthy of Chernyshevskii and the soul of
a D o n Basilio" — the crafty, conniving specialist in ca lumny of T h e Barber of Seville.
Otkrytoe p i s 'mo Aksel ' rodu i Zasul ich (Paris , 1912), p . 7.
27 L. Trotskii , "Otkry toe Pis 'mo T. P l ekhanovu" , in: N a s h e Slovo, July 18, 1915.
28 N a s h e Slovo, Sep tember 9-12, 1916.
29 An announcement to this effect appeared in Edinstvo, April 13, 1917.
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The overthrow of the Tsarist government upset Plekhanov's basic cal­
culations, although in a way he foresaw the event. While he counseled the 
workers for the sake of the national defense to show forebearance and 
defer settling scores with the government and the propertied classes, he 
recognized that these latter forces showed little restraint in their dealings 
with labor. As in the course of the war years the material conditions of 
the workers deteriorated, they were less and less inclined to mute their 
grievances. This state of affairs was even reflected in the War Industries 
Committees, whose labor representatives were most willing to co-operate 
in the war effort. By late January 1917 (OS), under pressure from the rank 
and file, the members of the Central War Industries Committee passed a 
resolution calling for the convocation of a constituent assembly.3 0 They 
were promptly arrested. Plekhanov was unaware of what had provoked the 
arrests, but he noted the fact with chagrin, and was apprehensive that 
actions of the kind might bring on a "catastrophe" (No 17). Though it 
would be unwarranted to see a direct connection, in fact the fall of the 
government came only some three weeks later. 

Plekhanov and his wife arrived in Petrograd a month after the fall of the 
Imperial regime. The enthusiastic reception he was given is mirrored in a 
letter R. M. Plekhanova sent to their daughters two months later, describ­
ing with pride his speeches to large crowds, the wide interest in consulting 
him, and the "success" of his newspaper Edinstvo (No 18). He is, she 
asserts, "the spiritual leader of a large part of our people", and "the 
attention of all Russia is turned toward him". But a darker note is detect-
ible in the same letter. Significantly, the couple was residing not in the 
capital, the nerve center of the revolution, but some distance away in 
Tsarskoe Selo. His wife reported that Plekhanov had refused a ministerial 
post, but neglected to relate the surrounding circumstances. Several 
Ministers in the first Provisional Government cabinet hoped to find useful 
allies among the socialists returning from exile, one of their number, 
Miliukov, reported, and "were holding the Ministry of Labor for Ple­
khanov". When he arrived they changed their minds, he continued, for "we 
immediately saw that here was the past not the present".3 1 He was invited 
to become a member of the Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet, 
but when as a condition of acceptance he demanded a second seat for the 

3 0 Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina, p. 145, and the more recent, informative, article by L. 
H. Siegelbaum, "The Workers' Groups and the War-Industries Committees: Who Used 
Whom?", in: Russian Review, XXXIX (1980), pp. 150-80. 
3 1 P. N. Miliukov, Political Memoirs 1905-1917, ed. by A. P. Mendel (Ann Arbor, Mich., 
1967), p. 444. 
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Edinstvo group, the Committee vetoed his demand by a narrow margin.3 2 

Plekhanov's entry into the cabinet as Minister of Labor was canvassed 
again after the May crisis that resulted in the ouster of Miliukov. He would 
accept only if the members of the Soviet Executive Committee named him, 
but they refused to do so, no doubt having in mind his position in the 
preceding years on the labor question.3 3 

He could not have been deceived, as his wife may have been, by the 
attention showered on him in the first weeks following their return, 
could not but have recognized how unfavorable the climate was for his 
views, which remained virtually the same as before the March revolution. 
New shocks were not long in coming. Edinstvo took a strong interest in 
electoral campaigns, but its candidates in the Moscow municipal elections 
in June netted a mere two-tenths of one percent of the votes.3 4 In the eyes 
of the Mensheviks, he and the Edinstvo group stood entirely outside the 
party, and when in July 1917 invitations were sent to all social-democratic 
groups to participate in a unification congress, none went to the zealous 
proponent of unification and his group.3 5 Striving with might and main to 
make his views prevail, Plekhanov produced a prodigious amount of writ­
ing for Edinstvo, and spoke to public meetings whenever he could; but his 
impact was modest at best, and he was overwhelmed by events. 

In a last letter, a moving human document, we see Plekhanov defeated, 
his voice silenced, sick and dying, and subjected to the ultimate indignity 
(No 19). A few days after the Bolshevik seizure of power, revolutionary 
sailors and soldiers broke into his apartment in search of arms, took him for 
a member of the hated bourgeoisie, and verbally abused and threatened 
him. Not intimidated, Plekhanov asserted that he had fought for the people 
and the revolution for forty years, but made no impression on the young 
militants to whom the name Plekhanov meant nothing.3 6 His thoughts, as 
conveyed by his wife, clearly show that he considered Leninism "a frightful 
illness", which would entail much suffering for Russia and its people. 
Made apprehensive by the atmosphere in and around the capital — a little 
later two ex-Ministers of the Provisional Government were slain in a 

3 2 Petrogradskii sovet rabochiikh i soldatskikh deputatov. Protokoly zasedanii ispol-
nitel'nogo komiteta i biuro I.K. (Moscow, Leningrad, 1925), p. 106. 
3 3 V. Chernov, The Great Russian Revolution (New Haven, 1936), p. 206. 
3 4 W. G. Rosenberg, Liberals in the Russian Revolution. The Constitutional Democratic 
Party 1917-1921 (Princeton, 1974), p. 164. 
3 5 Lande, "The Mensheviks in 1917", loc. cit., pp. 7-8. For Plekhanov's reaction, see his 
article in Edinstvo, July 13, 1917, reprinted in God na rodine, II, pp. 34-36. 
3 6 Something of the substance of these events was conveyed in Iu. Arzaev's introduction 
to God na rodine, I, pp. xlii-xliv, but the document on which his account was based here 
appears in print for the first time. 
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Petrograd hospital by a mob — early in January Rosaliia Markovna moved
her husband to a sanatorium in Finland, where he died on May 30, 1918.37

Without the bloodletting, devastation and disruption inflicted on Russia
by the World War, it is safe to say, there would have been no Bolshevik
Revolution. Recent research has demonstrated that, as Plekhanov charged,
the German government instigated the war as a means to fulfill its expan-
sionist ambitions.38 Be that as it may, any Russian political figure who
linked his destiny to the support of what was an excruciatingly costly and,
as time went on, an immensely unpopular war was bound to be repudiated.
These circumstances go a long way to explaining how it came about that
the father of Russian Marxism found himself on the morrow of the Bol-
shevik revolution alone, harrassed, and politically impotent.

The documents presented here were found in three locations: No 1 in
the Okhrana Archive (XVIIb, Folder 2), Hoover Institution, Palo Alto,
California; No 2 in the Rappoport Archive, International Institute of
Social History; Nos 3-14 and 16 in the Aleksinskii Collection of the Bakh-
meteff Archive of Russian and East European History and Culture,
Columbia University, New York City; and Nos 15 and 17-19 in the Ple-
khanov Archive of the International Institute of Social History.39 Nos 1,2,
4, 5, 15, 18 and 19 are reproduced from the originals, Nos 3 and 17 from
handwritten copies, and Nos 6-14 and 16 from typewritten copies. The
spelling has been modernized. Spelling and grammatical errors have not
been corrected. Dates are given according to the Western calender, except
when otherwise indicated (OS).

1. OKHRANA AGENT REPORT

CoBepuieHHO ceicpeTHO Bopao, 3/16 Hoa6pH 1914 r.

EFT) nPEBOCXOflHTEJlbCTBy
FocnoflHHy ,ZJ,npeKTopy /JenapTaMeHTa

H M e i o n e c T b aoj ioxcHTb B a u i e M y FIpeBocxoziHTejibCTBy, H T O
OT areHrypbi, B JIo3aHHe 11 ABrycTa c.r., FIjiexaHOB BM-

37 R. M. Plekhanova, G o d na rodine, pp . 7-10, Plekhanov Archive, Box 12.
38 L. Albert ini , T h e Origins of the W a r of 1914 (3 vols; Oxford, 1952-57); F . Fischer,
Ge rmany ' s Aims in the First Wor ld W a r (New York, 1967).
39 I wish to express my apprecia t ion to the administrat ions of these institutions for
permission to publ ish the mater ials that follow. I am also indebted to Anne Booth, Karin
Griffiths and Lydia Treml for assistance in transcribing some of the documents.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020859000007215 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020859000007215


DOCUMENTS 337

cTynan B 3aicpbiTOM co6paHHH couHan-aeMOKpaTOB c aoicnaaoM, o3amaB-

,,BoftHa H couHan-aeMOKpaTHfl".40

CBOH FLnexaHOB pa3AejiHji Ha ABe nacTH: B nepBOH nacTH OH

paccMOTpen nojio>KeHHe AByx KpynHefiiuHx couHanHCTHnecKHx napTHH,

H OpaHuy3CKOH, - BTopyio * e OH nocBaraji POCCHHCKOH

KpaTHHecKOH napTHH H o6me\iy B3nismy Ha Boimy H ee

nocne/icTBHfl.

FoBopa o B3aHMooTHOineHHflx EBponeHCKofi couHan-aeMOKpaTHH, rLie-

xaHOB npHiuen K rpycTHOMy Ana Hero BbiBoay, HTO OCHOB

CKOH 6opb6u H 3a6oTbi o eaHHCTBe uejieii, HHTepecoB H

B MeacAyHapoAHOM couHajiH3Me HCT.

couHan-AeMOKpaTHH, BOTHpoBaB 6K>A*eT Ana HacTyna-

BOHHH, a B TeneHHe TaKOBOH, noAAepxcHBaa IlpaBHTejibCTBo,

caMbiM Bbiuxna H3 PHAOB Me*AyHapoAHoro coiiHajiH3Ma.

ecTb HaAeacAa, HTO B MHpHoe BpeMa OTKpoioTCfl MHorne

<j)aKTbi H noTOMy noxa eme HeT ocHOBaHHH CHHTaTb FepMaHCKyio

THK) HCBHHHOIO, HO ee onnopTyHHCTHHecKaa noAKJiaAKa

«CHO.

KpoMe Toro, rirrexaHOB o6BHHaji repMaHCKyio couHaji-AeMoicpaTHK) B

2 ABrycra B FlapHHC npH6bui ynojiHOMOHeHHbiH repMaHCKOH

AeMOKpaTHH TOB. MHJUiep H 3aaBHJT (ppaHIiy3CKHM COUHaiHCTaM, HTO

HeMemcHe TOBapHuiH BOTHpoBaTb BoeHHoro 6ioA*eTa He 6yAyT - nacTb

BO3Aep>KHTca, a Apyraa, HaH6ojibiuaa nacTb H BOBce OTKaxceTCa.41

OAHaKo, KaK H3BecTHO, HHnero noAo6Horo He npoH3omno H no3TOMy

FlnexaHOB roBopa o noBeAeHHH 4>paHuy3CKHx couHajiHCTOB 6bui cicnoHeH

BO BCeM npH3HaTb HX COBepUieHHO npaBblMH C COUHaUHCTHHeCKOH TOHKH

3peHHfl.

ITjiexaHOB 3aaBnn, HTO nojiyHun OT (J>paHi;y3CKHx cou,nanHCTOB, noA

40 The actual da te was October 11. This document may be compared with a more
circumstantial first-hand report by I.Kfiselev?] on Plekhanov's speech in Golos, October
18 and 20, 1914, and with Lenin 's detailed notes on the presentat ion (Leninskii Sbornik,
XIV, pp . 124-31). The accounts differ in some significant respects. T h e O k h r a n a report is
misleading in some part iculars, and must be used with caution.
41 Hugo Haase (1863-1919) gave some such assurances at a mass peace rally sponsored
by the Internat ional Socialist Bureau in Brussels on June 29, but his remarks at the closed
meetings of the ISB were ambiguous . So, too, was the s ta tement of H e r m a n n Muller
(1877-1931), when he came to Paris a few days later to confer with the French socialists.
There were divisions among the G e r m a n Social Democrats , he indicated, bu t it was his
personal opinion that the par ty would not vote for war credits. M. Fainsod, Internat ional
Socialism and the War (Cambridge, Mass., 1935), pp . 23,26-27; G . Haup t , Socialism and
the Grea t War . The Collapse of the Second Internat ional (Oxford, 1972), pp . 199,208-13,
and the appended notes of the ISB meeting. The complexities o fMul le r ' s position at Paris
are examined closely in S. Miller, Burgfrieden u n d Klassenkampf. Die deutsche Sozial-
demokrat ie im ersten Weltkrieg (Dusseldorf, 1974), pp . 51-53.
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ceicpeTOM, coo6meHHe, 6yaTo BCTynaa B cocTaB MHHHCTepcTBa OHH no-
CTaBHiiH FIpaBHTeubCTBy ycjiOBHe, HTO KaK TOJibKo HenpnaTejibCKHe Bonaca
6yziyT BbiTecHeHbi H3 npcaeiioB OpaHUHH, IlpaBHTejibCTBo /KumHo TOTnac
ace npeKpaTHTb BOHHy, He o6pamaa BHHMaHHa Ha no3opaiuHH OpaHumo
flOFOBOp C pyCCKHM UapH3MOM.

ECJIH ace npaBHTejibCTBO He npexpaTHT BOHHM, TO connajiHCTHHecKaa

n a p r a a 6yjxeT CHHTaTb ce6a BnpaBe arHTHpoBaTb npoTHB H npenaTCTBOBaTb
BceMH MepaMH ee npoflOJiaceHHio,42 KpoMe Toro Bcrynaa B MHHHCTCPCTBO
(})paHuy3CKHe coiiHanHCTbi HMCJIH uejibK) Taicace H Ha6jnofleHHe 3a npaBH-
Te^bCTBOM, na6hi OHO He noananocb MOHapxHnecKOMy BJIHHHHK), KOTopoe
Tenepb jiocTaTOHHO nonb3yeTca nonyjiapHOCTbio BO OpaHUHH.

Bee 3TH coo6pa»ceHHa c Heo6xoaHMocTbK> o6opoHbi onpaBflbiBaroT
(})paHUy3CKHX COUHajlHCTOB.

OnpaB^aB (j)paHuy3CKHX TOBapHiueH, 3au;HmaK)aiHx H/ieaJibi pecnyGjiHKH
H npaBa, FLnexaHOB nocjie nepepbiBa nepeujeji K pyccKHM.

no ero MHCHHK) He HyxcaaioTCH B onpaB^anHH. OHH no-

KaK HCTHHHbie couHajiHCTbi He rojiocya 3a 6K>a«eT, noTOMy HTO
uapcKoro npaBHTejibCTBa ocjia6mia o6opoHy CTpaHbi. Flpn

pecnyGjiHKaHCKOM npaBHTeJibCTBe CTpaHa npoHBHJia 6w He ToubKO CKJIOH-
HOCTb K ynopHOMy conpoTHBJieHHio, HO CBOHMH no6eziaMH noMorjia 6bi
pecny6jiHKaHCKOH OpaHUHH, nero Tenepb, KOHCHHO, Hejib3a o»HaaTb no

FlnexaHOBa.
,,CO6JIK>CTH ce6a" pyccKHM TOBapnmaM 6bmo nerne noTOMy,

HTO, KaK Bbipa3HJic$i (J)paHuy3CKHH couHajTHCT Ca \ i6a 4 3 no noBoay no-
BeaeHHa pyccKOH couHaji-aeMOKpaTHH: ,,naTHJieTHeH aeBOHKe ^erne co6-
J1IOCTH CBOK) HeBHHHOCTb, He^CejlH B3pOCJIOH HCeHIUHHe".

OpaTop Bbipaacan aaaeiKjiy, HTO BOHHa noBeaeT K Top»ecTBy couHajiH3Ma
B POCCHH noTOMy, HTO pyccKHe counajiHCTbi noKa3ajiH, HTO OHH Hecnoco6-
Hbl HH K CflejIKaM C UapCKHM npaBHTejlbCTBOM, HH K OnnOpTyHHCTCKOH

TaKTHKC

FLiexaHOBy BO3paacan J I C H H H . 4 4

Ilpeaczie Bcero OH 3aaBHji, HTO onpaBflaHHe KaKOH 6bi TO HH 6buio couHa-
JIHCTHHeCKOH napTHH HHTepeCaMH 3aiUHTbI OTCTaHBaHHa CBOefi He3aBHCH-
MOCTH HejierKO, H6O y npojieTapna OTenecTBa HeT.

42 T h e condi t ions the French socialists reportedly set for their entry into the cabinet are
not ment ioned in the Golos repor t of Plekhanov 's speech. H e may have been so informed
by his in t imate friend Jules Guesde (1845-1922), who jo ined the cabinet as Minister
without Portfolio.
4 3 Marcel Semba t (1862-1922), another of the three French socialists who joined the war
cabinet in late August 1914. H e became Minister of Public Works.
4 4 Lenin 's immedia te reply to Plekhanov's speech is the subject of a report in Golos,
October 21 . A more considerable s tatement on the war which he gave a few days later at
Lausanne is summar ized ibid., October 25 and 27.
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MTO * e KacaeTCH STOH BOHHU, B nacTHocTH, TO ona aBjiaeTca pe3yjib-
TaTOM nojiHTHKH H3BOJibCKoro, KOTopbift noTHpaa pyKH 3a»BHJi: ,,c'est ma
guerre!" (,,3TO Moa B o m a " ) !

UapcKoe npaBHTejibCTBo H (hpaHuy3cicaa 6ypacya3Ha aaBHO TOTOBHJIH
3Ty BOHHy ana ynponeHHa CBoeii BJiacTH H TOjibKO aypaicaM MO»ceT

, 6yaTO 3Ta BOHHa Heo6xoaHMa HapoaaM ana HX CBo6oaHoro

aarmeH noMHHTb H ero Boacan aojiacHbi eMy
HTO eaHHCTBeHHbIM OTBeTOM Ha n030pHyiO nOJIHTHKy npaBHTejlbCTB
uapcKoro H 6yp»ya3Horo aoji>KHa 6biTb opraHH3auHa KOMMyHbi H
couHajibHOH peBOJiKJUHH B POCCHH H OpaHUHH. ,,/Ja 3apaBCTByeT
poccHHCKaa counajibHaa peBOJiiouHa" - 3aKOHHnn opaTop.

CTaTCKHH CoBeTHHK

2. PLEKHANOV TO CHARLES RAPPOPORT

San Re mo, ce 9 nov. 1914.
Mon cher Rappaport,45

Je vous envoie un manuscrit, reponse aux imbeciles qui m'attaquent a
cause de mon attachement pour la cause de la France et de ses allids. II
s'agit de publier le plus vite cet article a Paris me"me ou parait l'imbecile
«Golos», qui mene une campagne contre moi.46 C'est le camarade Marc,
Libimoff, qui se charge de publier l'article.47 Vous connaissez l'adresse
de Lubimoff: 7, rue Campagne premiere, Paris. Je vous supplie de porter
l'article a Lubimoff et de ne le confier a personne. Vous me rendrez un
grand service. Je suis attaqu6 etje ne puis me defendre. Quand vous aurez
remis l'article a Lubimoff, ecrivez-moi un mot la-dessus. J'attendrai de vos
nouvelles.

Ici, a San Re mo, pas un chat! L'annee sera desastreuse. Ma pauvre

45 Charles Rappopor t (1865-1941), a Russian socialist who emigrated to France and
became a prominent m e m b e r of the French Socialist Party. P lekhanov rightly assumed
that Rappopor t , his close collaborator and an editor of the pro-government La Guer re
Sociale, shared his views. Before the year was out, however, Rappopor t denounced
Plekhanov for his defensist stance. See his "Istinno-russkii sotsializm B. Savinkova", in:
Golos, December 15.
46 Plekhanov is here reacting to a series of scathing attacks upon h im in Golos, Nos 33-38,
41 and 43 by Lenin, I. Bezrabotnyi (Manuilskii) , Mar tov and Voinov (Lunacharski i) .
47 A. I. Liubimov, also known as Mark Z—r (1879-1919), was a founder of the Paris g roup
of "Bolshevik conciliators" (1911-14). A defensist, he became one of the editors of Prizyv
in 1915. The manuscript to which Plekhanov refers is the tract O voine, op. cit. Its
publication provoked a new series of attacks in December numbers of Golos by Trotskii,
A. Lozovskii and A. Balabanova.
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femme qui ne demande pas mieux que de travailler et qui n'a personnel48

Mais passons.

Eh bien, les allemands ont, tout de meme, rec,u plus d'une raclee en

Pologne russe. Esperons qu'ils en recevront encore.

A propos, demandez, par t61ephone, Longuet ou n'importe quel autre

redacteur a FHumanitd, pourquoi est-ce que je ne rec,ois point cet organe.

Je suis pourtant un abonnd.

Et mes livres que j'ai laissd dans une valise a la rue Marbeau 11 bis.49 II

n'y aura done pas moyens de les faire venir ici? J'en serais navre puisque

j'ai bien besoin d'eux pour continuer mon travail.

Mes salutations a Madame Rappaport et a vos enfants.

Bien a vous

G. Ptekhanoff

Ma femme vous salue tous.

G.P.

3. PLEKHANOV AND OTHERS TO THE EDINSTVO GROUP50

JXop. TOB.I Flepecbuiaa BaM HacToamee rmcbMo, Haaeiocb, HTO B. He

HyacHbi KaKHe-jiH6o o6i.flCHeHHa K npoHCxoacaeHHio ero.

C TOB. FIpHB.

M. KncejieB* 5 1

KonuH

Omeem nemep6ypecxou zpynne ,,EduHcmea"

S. Remo, 3 (heBp. 1915

Jlop. ToBapHinH! BbicjiymaB coo6meHHe noanaHHbix BaMH TOBapnmeH,52

* H3BecTHTe o nojiyieHHH 3Toro nHCbMa H 06 OTHOIUCHMH TT. K coaepacaHHio ero.

4 8 Plekhanov's wife Rosaliia Markovna, a physician, ran a sanatorium at San Remo on
the Italian Riviera each winter.
49 The older of his two daughters, Evgeniia, was married to Georges Batault. The couple
resided at Rue Marbeau in Paris.
50 Edinstvo, a weekly newspaper put out by the St Petersburg Interdistrict Committee of
United Social Democrats, began publication in May 1914. It had close links with non-
factional groups abroad that were devoted to party unity, of which Plekhanov's was the
most important. He contributed to all four numbers of Edinstvo that appeared. See his
Sochineniia, XIX, pp. 493-537.
51 I. A. Kiselev, a Russian resident of Zurich, was a follower of Plekhanov and a
participant in various defensist activities. Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland,
pp.26 , 108, 110-11.
52 Two representatives of the Edinstvo group, A. L. Popov (Vorob'ev) and N. Stoinov,
had been sent abroad to consult with Russian Social Democrats in various West
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MW cneuiHM Bbipa3HTb BaM CBOH B3maa Ha nonoaceHHe aen.
Mbi CHHTaeM, HTO cojieHCTBOBaTb o6i.eanHeHHK) CHJI pyccKoro nponeTa-

6e3ycnoBHo Heo6xoaHMO. B STOM CMbicne MM coraacHbi c B.
. Ho B ocHOBy o6teaHHHTejibHOH aeaTeubHOCTH OHH

XOTHT nOJIOaCHTb H3BeCTHbIH B3TJIflfl Ha BOHHy, H 3TO HaM KaHCeTCH OHeHb

6ojibuioH OUIH6KOH.

H He TOJlbKO H3M. OaHH H3 HaUIHX napHHCCKHX T-UieH BHJieBIlIHH B.
npeztCTaBHTejieH paHbiue, HeM MM, nHiiieT HaM, HTO caMbiii onacHbin nyHKT
B B. ruiaHax ecTb TO, HTO BW xoTHTe o6i>eaHHaTb napTHio noa (jxnaroM
onpeaejieHHbix jio3yHroB.53 , , 3 T O , - npoaoaHcaeT Ha3
no-MoeMy, oT3biBaeT HacToameH (hpaiciiHOHHocTbK). OaHO aejio -

TeM HJIH apyrHM pemeHHaM napTHH, HO apyroe neno - BOCCTaHOB-
eaHHCTBO noa 3apaHee HaMeneHHOH TaKTHnecKOH JIHHHCH". - ,,$l He

Mory pa6oTaTb no BoccTaHOBJieHHio e^HHCTBa, 3aujHmaa HenpneMJieMyio
ana MeHa nojiHTHHecKyio JIHHHIO", nHiueT jxzuihuie TOT « e TOBapHiu: ,,B
jiHTepaTypHbix npezinpnaTHax napTHHueB B POCCHH 3a KOJuierHefl, opra-
HH3yiomeH 3TH npeanpHaTHs, Hy»HO npH3HaTb npaBO npoBoanTb CBOH
B3rjiaabi Ha BOHHy; ana napTHfiueB, HecorjiacHbix c 3THMH B3rjiaaaMH,
aoJDKHa 6biTb o6ecneneHa CBo6oaa jjHCKyccHH".

- C 3THM MW BnojiHe cojiHflapHH. HHane, aeHCTBHTejibHo, co3aaeTca
H BHOCHTca OHa B cpejiy Tex JIHU, KOTopbie flo CHX nop

3a e/iHHCTBo. Mbi oneHb coBeTyeM BaM oTKa3aTbca OT
Ha noHBe, yKa3aHHOH npeaB3aTOH mien. ECJIH »ce Bw He

3Toro, TO MW BbiHyacaeHw 6yaeM TaK HJIH HHane npoTecTOBaTb.
Hac no Heo6xoaHMocTH npoTecTa, Bw coBepuiHTe eme 66jibiuyio ouiH6Ky,

pacKOJi noa npeanoroM eaHHCTBa. - CnHTaeM HyacHbiM cKa3aTb
cjioB o TOH Haee, KOTopyio BauiH npeacTaBHTejiH XOTOITH 6 W
B ocHOBy o6i>eaHHHTejibHOH opraHH3auHH. Haea 3Ta B nonHOM

CMbicne cnoBa yTonnnecKaa. JlioaH acenaioT npoTHBonocraBHTb peanbHbiM
OTHomeHHaM CBoe xoTeHHe (,,XOTHM MHpa" H np.), a a * e He cnpauiHBaa
ce6a o TOM, B Kaicon Mepe STO xoTeHHe cooTBeTCTByeT
xoay oTHouieHHH.

OTHOujeHHa 3TH TaKOBbi. FepMaHHa H ABCTpo-BeHrpna, yace
neT HCKaBuiHe noaxoaamero noBoaa ana BOHHW (3aaaieHHa
B HTajibHHCKOM napnaMeHTe He ocTaanaioT Ha STOT cneT HH ManeHuiero
COMHeHHfl), HaKOHeil, 06l>aBHJIH BOHHy H 3aXBaTHJIH BejIbrHK), OKOJIO 10
(hpaHii. aenapTaMeHTOB H nacTb FIoJibuiH. OcTaBjiaa B CTopoHe Ilojibniy

European towns about their views on the war and prospects for party unification. An
informative account is given in A. L. Popov, "Stranichka vospominaniia o rabote v
mezhraionke", in: "Proletarskaia Revoliutsiia, 1923, No 10, pp. 95-111. See also Pis'ma
Aksel'roda i Martova, op. cit., pp. 318-19.
53 From Popov's account, loc. cit., p. 102, it is apparent that the reference is to Liubimov.
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H OpaHUHK), BXOaHLUHe B TeppHTOpHH BOJOKDIIXHX CTOpOH, Mbl 3a»BJIfleM,
HTO He no3BOJiHTenbHO couHaniieMOKpaTaM xoTeTb TaKoro MHpa, KOTopbiH
ocTaBHji 6bi BenbrHK) noix HroM FepMaHHH. Ho FepMaHHH He BbinycTHT
flo6poBo.ibHo BejibrHH H3 CBOHX KoneH. H T O ace HyacHO, ajia Toro HTO6H
ocBo6oziHTb Bejibrnio? OHCBH,ZIHO, nun 3Toro He/iocTaTOHHO ,,xoTeTb
MHpa". AJIH 3Toro HyacHbi TaKHe BoeHHbie ycnexn COK)3HHKOB, KOTopue
3acTaBHjiH 6w repMaHCKHe BOHCKa BUHTH H3 BejibrHH H BOHTH B
HeMemcHe npeaejibi. H o 06 3TOM HCT HH cnoBa B Tex noacenaHHflx, KOTopue
Bbipa*ajiH HaM BaiiiH npcacTaBHTeiiH. OHH >KejiaK)T, HTo6bi HHKTO He
c^ejian HHKaKHx 3aBoeBaHHH. Ho, noBTopaeM, noacejraHHH caMH no ce6e
HH K neMy He Bcayr. HyacHbi aeHCTBHH. A HTO KacaeTca aeHCTBHii, TO B.
npeACTaBHTejiH HaMenaioT HCHTO B Bbicujeft CTeneHH HecocTOHTenbHoe.
O H H roBopaT, HTO 6yayT TpeGoBaTb OT pyccKoro npaBHTejibCTBa 3aioiK)-

MHpa. Ha 3TO pyccKoe npaBHTcnbCTBO OTBCTHT, HTO, TaK KaK
aHHH Hanajia BOHHy, TO OT Hee 3aBHCHT H 3aKjiK>HeHHe MHpa. H OHO

npaBo. JXo CHX nop B cTOJiKHOBeHHax pyccKHX peBOJiK>u,HOHepoB c
pyccKHM npaBHTenbCTBOM jiorHKa 6bma Ha CTopoHe peBouiouHOHepoB.
HauiH TOBapnmH XOTST caenaTb TaK, HTo6bi 6buio Hao6opoT. Mbi He
BH/IHM, 3aneM Haao aenaTb STO.

B po>KAecTBeHCKOM HOMepe ,,Berliner Tagblat t" 6buia yxa3aHa uejib,
c KOTopoii TepMaHHH Hanajia BOHHy. OHa 3aiaiK)HaeTca B TOM, HTO6W
C03flaTb TaMoaceHHbiH COK)3 B ueHTpajibHOH EBpone H HaB»3aTb ocTajibHoB
EBpone BbiroflHbie win FepMaHHH ToproBbie aoroBopbi. HaB5i3aTb apyrHM
CTpaHaM TaKHe aoroBopbi 3HanHJio 6bi c^enaTb HX npeaMeTOM SKOHO-
MHHeCKOH SKCnjiyaTaUHH CO CTOpOHbl FepMaHHH. FoBOpH Co6CTBeHHO O
POCCHH, Mbi o6a3aHbi HMeTb B BH^y, HTO ee 3KcnnyaTauHH FepMaHHefi
ocTaHOBHT ee SKOHOMHHecKoe pa3BHTHe, a cuejiOBaTejTbHO pa3BHTHe
ocBo6oflHTejibHoro ^BHaceHHa npojieTapnaTa. no3TOMy C03HaTejibHbiH
npojieTapnaT He HMeeT npaBa aoBOJibCTBOBaTbca 6eccoaepa(aTejibHbiMH
(j)pa3aMH B pozie Toro, HTO ,,XOTHM MHpa KaK MO>KHO CKopee".

ByayHH co3HaTejibHbiM, OH aojiaceH CTpeMHTbca K TaKOMy MHpy, KOTOPWH
o6ecneHnn 6bi ero SKOHOMHHecKHe H BCJIKHC apyrne HHTepecbi. B aaiie
TaKoro oGecneneHHH OH, CTOH Ha MeacayHapoziHOH TOHKC 3peHHH, He
UMeem npaea CTpeMHTbca K SKcruiyaTauHH iipyrnx Hapo/ioB, HO OH O6S3CIH
conpoTHBjiflTbca nonbiTKaM BCflKoro apyroro Hapo^a HajioacHTb Ha Hero
SKOHOMHHecKoe Hro. — Koraa MM BbipaacaeM 3Ty Mbicjib, HaM roBopflT
Gy^TO Mbi OTKa3biBaeMCfl OT KJiaccoBofi 6opb6bi TaM, r^e pycaaiii npojie-
TapnaT BOCCTaeT npoTHB SKcnnyaTaTopcKHx nonbiTOK, HCXO/WIUHX OT
He.weifKou 6yp»cya3HH? OHa ecTb, XOTH B Hefi ynacTByioT KJiaccu, npHHaa-

K pa3jiHHHbiM HauHOHaxibHocTHM. Ho STO o6T>5iCHJieTCH cyuxHO-
HMnepHajiHCTHHecKOH nojiHTHKH. - FoBopHT, HTO POCCHH Toace He

npoHb OT HMnepHanH3Ma. Ho POCCHH BcneacTBHe CBoen SKOHOMHHCCKOH

OTCTajlOCTH COBepilieHHO He B COCTOflHHH HajlOaCHTb SKOHOMHHeCKOe HFO
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Ha FepMaHHK) HJIH Ha apyryio KanHTajiHCTHHecKyio CTpaHy. 3 T O HCHO caMO
CO6OK). HaKOHeu, ocTaanaa B CTopoHe o6jiacTb BO3Mo>KHoro H nepexcaa
B o6jiacTb iieHCTBHTejibHoro, MM .aojiacHbi noMHHTb, HTO BOHHa HanaTa

OH 6ypacya3HeH B coK)3e c HeMemcHM K>HKepcTBOM H, -
3Toro MOHCHO 6buio oacHiiaTb eme co BpeMeHH CTaTefi EepHiiiTeHHa o

nojiHTHKe,54 — c HeMeuKHMH couHajiHCTHHecKHMH onnop-
. TaKOB cfiaKT. B BH/iy 3Toro 4>aKTa He no/moKHT HH

meMy coMHeHHio npaeo u oo.H3aHHocmb pyccxoeo npo.iemapuama 3aufuu{amb
ceow cmpauy.

FoBopsiT eme, HTO, 3amHmaa ee, OH TCM caMbiM 6yaeT noaaep^cHBaTb
pyccKHH uapH3M. Ho B xieHCTBHTenbHOCTH BbiftfleT Hao6opoT. B npouecce
caMO3amHTbi POCCHH HeH36e5KHO o6HapyacHTca HecocTOHTejibHocTb pyc-
CKoro uapH3Ma. 3a^aHa arHTauHH B TOM H 3aKJiioHaeTCH, HTo6bi coaeflcT-
BOBaTb 06Hapy5KeHHJO 3T0H HeCOCTOaTejIbHOCTH. 3TO OTHaCTH nOHHMaiOT
HaUIH aHapXO-CHHflHKajIHCTbl (jieHHHUbl), KOTOpbie XOTflT, HT06bI BOHHa
npeBpaTHJiacb B ,,rpa*flaHCKyK> BOHHy". O H H aaace yKa3WBaK)T Ha npHMep
napH>KCKOH KoMMyHbi. Flo CBoeMy o6biKHOBeHHK>, OHH MHororo He IIOHH-
MawT: HacTpoeHHe, BbBBaBiuee napnaccKyio KOMMyHy, co3aajTocb HMeHHO
B TOM npouecce caMO3am.HTbi OpaHUHH,* B TeneHHH KOToporo o6Hapy>KH-
jiacb HecocTOHTejibHocTb 4>paHuy3CKoro npaBHTejibCTBa B aejie o6opoHbi
CTpaHbi. 3 T O BbiacHHeTcsi peuiHTejibHO BCCMH HCTopHKaMH napnaccKOH

KoMMyHbi.
Bee 3TH coo6pa»ceHHa coBepmeHHO ynycKaioTca H3 BHay BauiHMH

a Meacay TeM HX Heo6xo^HMO HMeTb B BH^y npH
Hauiero oTHomeHHH K BOHHC BOT noneMy MM eme pa3 npocHM

Bac He BbWBHraTb B. naen KacaTenbHo BOHHW, KaK ycjioBHa o6i>eflHHeHHH,
a, rJiaBHoe, He CTaBHib Hac B Heo6xoaHMocTb rjiacHO 3a»BHTb o CBoeM
HecorjiacHH c BaMH. Xopomo 6bmo 6bi C^HHCTBO, HanaBmeeca c pacKOJia!55

}KMeM pyKH. C TOBapHmecKHM npHBeTOM.

H/ia AKcejibpoa
P. nnexaHOB
Fl.

Jlodae.ieHue (H3 nncbMa B IlapH)K OT 4-II-1915)
, , T . T . cnpauiHBajiH, KaKOBO Hame MHeHHe oTHocHTejibHo

* HanoMHHM, MTO BjiaHKH, KpafiHHH <j)paHuy3CKHH peBOJTWUHOHep, H3aaBaji ra3eTy ,,OTenecTBO
B onacHocTH!"

54 The reference may be to Bernstein's "Socialdemokratie und Imperialismus", in:
Sozialistische Monatshefte, IV (1900), pp. 238-51, and "Patriotismus, Militarismus und
Sozialdemokratie", ibid., XI (1907), pp. 434-40. Bernstein shortly became critical of the
German government and the Majority Social Democrats.
55 Plekhanov's arguments failed to convince Popov and Stoinov or the Edinstvo group
in Russia, most of whom adopted the internationalist line.
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BOeHHblX KpCUHTOB H npOH. . . . Mbl OHeHb H OHeHb COBeTyeM (hpaKIIHH,
a ecjiH 6bi OHa He corjiacunacb, HaixieMy aenyTaTy, eo.nocy.i npomue
coomeemcmeyfoufux Kpedumoe, MOTHBHpoBaTb TaKoe rojiocoBaHHe TeM,
HTO, XOT3 Mbl H CHHTaeM COBepUieHHO Heo6xO/IHMOH o6opOHy CTpaHbl,
HO, K coacaneHHK), STO nepBOH BaxHOc™ aejio HaxoziHTca B CJIHLUKOM

pyKax caMcaepacaBHoro uapcKoro npaBHTejibCTBa".

,,/Jop. ToBapHixm! C yaoBOJibCTBHeM
CBOK) nojiHyK) cojTH/iapHOCTb c ccnepacaHHeM 3Toro
nHCbMa. C npcacTaBHTeJiHMH ,E^HHCTBa' a TaK)Ke

B. OjIbFHH

4. PLEKHANOV TO G. A. ALEKSINSKII

}KeHeBa, lfjHKuia 1915

T. AJICKCHHCKHH, npeaczie Bcero no3BOJibTe no6naroziapHTb
Bac 3a KHHry. Bjiaroaapio 3a TO, HTO Bu npncJiajiH ee MHe c juo6e3HOH
Haanncbio; 6jiaroaapK) H Boo6me, KaK HHTaTenb. Baixia KHHra npHHeceT
6ojibuiyH3 nojib3y HHOCTpaHHOH HHTaiomen ny6jiHKe, BepoaTHo cjibimaBLueH
O TOM, HTO MeaCfly pyCCKHMH peBOJIKJUHOHepaMH eCTb TaKHe HflHOTbl,
KOTopbie xoTejiH 6w, HTo6bi HX CTpaHa c^enajiacb acepTBOH SKOHOMKHCCKOH
H nojiHTHHecKOH SKcruiyaTauHH co CTopoHbi FepMaHHH. M3 Bauiefi KHHru

yBHflaT, HTO MeKfly HaMH He Bee 3Toro »cejiaK)T. H OHH
ce6e: 3HanHT, Meacay HHMH ecTb cepbe3Hbie JUO^H. Buuxna-.fiH

Bauia KHHra TaKHce H Ha aHrjiHHCKOM a3biKe?56 ECHH HeT, nouuiHTe ee
HenpeMeHHO B peaaKHHK) ,,Justice" (JIOHZIOHCKOH)57 iuia oT3biBa.

riepexoacy K TOMy aeny, o KOTOPOM Bbi MHe nncajiH: — R aepacycb Toro
a, HTO Mbi He HMeeM npaBa MOJinaTb. Ho He HMeeM H npaBa ca-

B Kanomy: 3TO 6buio 6bi TopacecrBOM HXIHOTOB. IlosTOMy nonaraio,
HTO Heo6xo,KHMO npeaBapHTejibHO B3aTbca 3a TO, HTO B HCTOPHHCCKOH
HayKe Ha3biBaeTca KPHTHKOH HCTOHHHKOB. Heo6xoaHMO noiiBeprHyTb
CTporoMy nepecMOTpy Bee Te aaHHbie, KOTopwe yxe HMeioTca HJIH MoryT
6biTb nojiyneHbi noTOM, HO ao Hanajiaflena. Ha.no, HTO6H cpa3y 6buia oTHHTa
y npoTHBHHKa BO3MO»HOCTb 3aKpHHaTb: ,,FHycHaa KJieBeTa!" H 3TO Bee,
HTO a Mory CKa3aTb no noBO,ay 3Toro aejia.58 Ho 3a KpHTHKy HCTOH-

56 The vo lume referred to is Aleksinskii 's La Russie et la Guer re . It was published
simultaneously in London as Russia and the Grea t War .
57 Justice, the organ of the British Socialist Party, had printed Plekhanov's letter of
October 1914 cited in note 4.
58 As it becomes apparen t further along in this letter, a scheme of Parvus is at issue.
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HHKOB a CTOK) H oneHb npoiuy Bac BHHMaTejibHO 3aH»Tbca eio. - HanHiiiHTe,
HTO Bbi ayiviaeTe o MoeM coBeTe. — KcTara! ECJIH Bbi BO3bMeTecb 3a
KpHTHKy HCTOHHHKOB H Boo6me 3a Bee 3TO aejio, TO yexaTb
BaM H3 napHaca HCBO3MO»CHO. 3 T O OHeBimHO. HHane aTaico-
BaHHbiH npoTHBHHK ycneeT 6e»caTb. KpenKO XMy pyicy.

Baui F. IlnexaHOB

P.S. MHe cuaeTca, HTO Bbi npaBbi, CHHTaa HeocTopo>KHocTbio
neperoBopu c ,,HaiiiHM CJIOBOM". TyT, .aeHCTBHT&nbHO, HyxHbi
6bicTpoTa H HaTHCK. Ho, MoaceT 6biTb, T. MapK HMeeT icarae

ocoGbie, Mecmubie coo6paaceHH»!59 Hx a He 3Haio H
noKa He 6epycb. Ho c o6meH TOHKH 3peHHH Bbi npaBbi.

H no3op 6bui 6bi, ecnH 6 u Ha aeHbra flapByca 6bui ocHOBaH
jierajibHbiH opraH.60

r.n.
Aleksinskii had earlier attacked Parvus for his connect ions with the German-subsid ized
Union for the Liberation of the Ukraine . N o w he was prepared to b rand him an agent
provocateur in the pay of the Central Powers, with the mission of fomenting revolution in
Russia. Further, he intended to denounce the Institute for the Study of the Social
Consequences of War that Parvus had founded in Copenhagen , and into whose service
he had recruited a number of emigrant Russian Social Democrats , as a nest of spies.
Aleksinskii pressed his charges, partly on the basis of evidence provided by D r la.
Fridman, A. Kiselev and P. Stepanov, in "Mezhduna rodna i a ober-provokatsi ia" , in:
Rossiia i Svoboda, September 5 and 26, 1915. H e subsequently repeated the charges and
briefly summarized the evidence in L 'Humani te , October 3 and 19. See also Senn, The
Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp . 110-11; Z. A. B. Z e m a n and W. B. Scharlau, The
Merchant of Revolution: The Life of Alexander Israel He lphand (Parvus) 1867-1924
(London, 1965), pp . 159-64, 195-96. For a cri t ique of the latter work, L. van Rossum, " A
propos d 'une biographie de Parvus", in: Cahiers du Monde Russe et Sovietique, VIII
(1967), pp . 244-63.
59 Mark Liubimov. This pa ragraph shows tha t Aleksinskii wished also to prove the
existence of the links between Parvus and Nashe Slovo that he had frequently alleged, but
he was obliged to temper that accusation in Rossiia i Svoboda, September 26. While the
Social Democra ts whom Parvus had recruited in Switzerland were supporters of Nashe
Slovo, he claimed, he conceded that the efforts of one of them to secure the backing of the
Nashe Slovo people in Paris for the Copenhagen Institute had failed. A. G. Zurabov, a
Social Democrat ic deputy in the Second D u m a and one of Parvus's employees in the
Copenhagen Institute, wrote a partial reply to Aleksinskii 's charges that was pr inted in
L'Humani te , October 19.
60 The charge that Golos (and its successor Nashe Slovo) was financed by G e r m a n
money was raised by French nationalist writers and Russian emigrants soon after the
paper 's creation. Such historians as Zeman and Scharlau (The Merchant of Revolution,
op. cit., p . 155) and F . Conte (Christian Rakovski (1873-1941). Essai de biographie
politique (Paris, 1975), I, pp . 141-47) argue that the charge was well-founded, that the
paper was "main ly" financed by G e r m a n money advanced through Rakovski. The
evidence they present to support the charge is, however, inconclusive. A close s tudy by a
Dutch historian concludes that at least par t of the financial support of the paper is rightly
suspect. See A. P. van Goudoever , "Crist ian Racovski and Nashe Slovo (1914-1916)"
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P.P.S. HTaic, BOT Moe 3aKjnoHeHHe: a) KpHTHKa HCTOHHHKOB;
b) nocne Hee 6biCTpaa H, no BO3MO>KHOCTH, BHe3anHaa aTTaKa.
H TO, H /ipyroe npeacTaBJiaeTCH MHe Hameio npaMOK) o6«3aHHO-
CTbio. Mbi cdeAdAU 6bi npecmyn/ieHue, ecAu 6w daAuyumu Mep3aeify Flapeycy.

Bam r.n.

5. ALEKSINSKIl'S NOTE ON A CONVERSATION WITH PLEKHANOV IN GENEVA,
SEPTEMBER 1915

3anHCb 6ece/ibi Moefi (F. A. AneKCHHCKoro) c FLnexaHOBbiM, B )KeHeBe,
1915 r.61

F . B . HaxO/IHT, HTO MOH pa3O6jiaHeHHH O CBH3HX 6—KOB C HeMUaMH HMdOT

Hpe3BbinaHHo BaxcHoe 3HaneHHe ZIJIH 6opb6bi c nopaweHnecKHMH H rep-
MaHO(})HJlbCKHMH TeHfleHUHflMH CpeflH 3MHrpaiJHH. Flo MHeHHK) F.B., JleHHH
cxBaTHJica 3a BOHHy, KaK 3a e/jHHCTBeHHoe jxsm Hero cpeflCTBO ao6HTbca
CBOHX uejiefi. ECJIH 6bi He BcnbixHyna BOHHa, TO Bonpoc o ero ae3opra-
HH3aTopcKofi pojiH B pyccKOM pa6oHeM /iBH»eHHH, 6bui 6bi nocTaaneH Ha
MeacayHap. ComiajiHCTHHecKOM KoHrpecce, KOTopuft, HaBepHO, ocyaiui 6bi
JleHHHa H HCKJIK)HHJI 6bi ero H3 CounajTHCTHHecKoro

Kax B CBoe BpeMfl 6buiH HCKJHoneHbi BaKyHHH H K. BoHHa
co3biBy KoHrpecca H cnacjia JTeHHHa OT HCKJHOHCHHH H3 paaoB Cou.
HHTepHauHOHaJia.62 JleHHH 3a 3TO aojDKeH 6biTb 6jiaroaapeH BmibrejibMy

II H repMaHCKHM MHJIHTapHCTaM, CnpOBOUHpOBaBUIHM BOHHy. EcTeCTBeH-
HO, HTO JleHHH ^ojTHceH ,,H3 npocTOH 6naroiiapHOCTH" - cKa3aji nonymyTH
F.B. — acejiaTb HM no6eabi, a POCCHH H C0K)3HHKaM nopaaceHHa.

Ha MOH Bonpoc: - aonycKaeT JIH F.B. nojiyHeHHe nopa^eHuaMH (J)HHaH-
COBOH noa^epacKH OT HeMeuKoro npaBHTejibCTBa,63 F.B. OTBeTmi, HTO

in: Romanian History 1848-1918, ed. by A. P. van Goudoever (Groningen, 1979), p. 119.
6 1 This conversation occurred at the time of the founding of Prizyv in September 1915
(see note 66). Aleksinskii wrote this memorandum after the meeting of course, but it is
impossible to date the document exactly. In the NB, Aleksinskii first wrote September
1915.
62 On these affairs, see R. C. Elwood, "Lenin and the Brussels 'Unity' Congress of July
1914", in: Russian Review, XXXIX, pp. 32-49.
6 3 Within the limits of this contribution it is of course impossible to treat in extenso the
much-debated question whether the Bolsheviks received money from the Germans in the
course of World War I. After G. Katkov and Z. A. B. Zeman published the relevant
German Foreign Office documents in the late 'fifties, there could be no doubt that the
German government allocated considerable sums to support various nationalist and
socialist groups opposed to the Tsarist regime, the Bolsheviks among them. However, G.
Bonnin, L. van Rossum and others have expressed serious doubts as to whether these
documents prove that some of this money reached the Bolsheviks, as many Western
historians have asserted. After reviewing all the pertinent evidence, A. E. Senn concludes:
"That Tsivin, Parvus, Keskula, and Moor worked as German agents of one sort or
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aonycKaeT, H6O 3Haei\ HTO yjKe BO BpeMa pyccKO-smoHCKOH BOHHH,
JTeHHHCKHH ueHTp He 6pe3roBan noMombio anoHCKoro npaBHTenbCTBa,
areHTbi KOToporo B EBpone noMorajiH pacnpocTpaHeHHK) JICHHHCKHX
H3flaHHH. B 3TOM, Tor\aa « e , T.e. BO BpeMa pyccKO-anoHCKofi BOHHW
npH3Hajica F.B-ny 6jiHacaHuiHH copaTHHK JleHHHa, EoHH-EpyeBHH.64

MTO KacaeTca FlapByca, TO, no MHCHHK) F.B-na, FlapByc Boo6me nenoBeK
HeMHCToruiOTHbiH. O H O6BHHJUICH B pacTpaTe napTHHHwx aeHer H, pa/iH
aeHer, cnoco6eH noHTH Ha cjiy»6y K HeMuaM.

F.B. He yflHBJiaeTca jinueMepHOMy KpHKy, KOTOPWH noflHHJiH npo-
THB MeHa nopaaceHUbi H HeMeuKHe HaeMHHKH nocne MOHX pa3o6jianeHHH
o HHX.65 - Bbi, cKa3an MHe F.B., HaHecnH HM TaKoft yaap, HTO OHH, KOHCHHO,
B 6etueHOH 3no6e npoTHB Bac. Ho 3TO HeH36ea<HO, 3a cMejioe H necTHoe
BbiCTyrmeHHe npoTHB nodjieifoe (sic), no/uieubi He MoryT He MCTHTb. H o
3aTo nopaaoHHwe snojxvi H necTHbie couHajiHCTbi 6yayT c BaMH. F.B.
o6emaji MHe CBOK) noJiHyio no,zmep5KKy H Ha npomaHHe O6HJUI

N B . 3 T O 3anHCb p a 3 r o B o p a , K O T O P M H 6bu i y AneKCHHCKOro c F . B .
ILiexaHOBbiM B ^(eHeBe B O BpeMH coBemaHHa couHan-^eMOKpaTOB H 3C-
3poB o6opoHueB, B pe3yjibTaTe KOToporo, B aBrycTe 1915 r., 6buia

rpynna ,,FIpH3biB".66

JJonoAHenue (K 3anHCH Gecexibi c F . B . Il j iexaHOBbiM)

FLnexaHOB no^Kenan roBopHTb c o MHOK> O ae j ie F l a p B y c a H M O H X p a 3 o 6 j i a -
HeHHax c r j ia3y Ha o a 3 , H 6 O , KaK O H Bbipa3nj ica , flejio 3 T O Hpe3BbiHaHHOH
BaaCHOCTH H HailO, HTo6bI BO3MO»CHO MeHbUiee HHCJ1O HeCKpOMHblX yilieH
M o r n o c j ib imaTb, T O , Hero H M c j ib imaTb He Ha,no.

K p o M e T o r o FLnexaHOB n p e a B H ^ e n KecTOHafimyio nojieMHKy n o 3TOMy
n o B o a y B counajiHCTHHecKHx K p y r a x , 6eujeHbie aTaKH Ha M C H H nopaaceHueB
H repMaHCKHx areHTOB. FljiexaHOB cKa3aji, H T O O H yBepeH, H T O M C H S 3 T H

another, is not to be denied [ . . . ] . Yet there is no evidence that they transmitted anything
[before the February Revolution] from the Germans to Lenin." See A. E. Senn, "The
Myth of German Money during the First World War" , in: Soviet Studies, XXVIII (1976),
p. 85.
64 V. D. Bonch-Bruevich (1873-1955), an associate of Plekhanov's Emancipation of
Labor Group before the turn of the century, and later a collaborator in various Bolshevik
publishing enterprises.
65 See, for example, Trotskii's anonymous article "Klevetnikam!", in: Nashe Slovo,
April 25, 1915; id., "Otkrytoe pis 'mo T. Plekhanovu", loc. cit.; and, for a later case,
"Byvshii deputat ili gorokhovoe pal ' to", ibid., November 5. These items involved in-
sinuations against Rakovski, Trotskii and Bukharin.
66 On the meeting, which occurred September 5 to 10, 1915, see Senn, The Russian
Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 108-09. A manifesto (Izveshchenie), which Plekhanov
probably wrote, outlined the views of the new group, and announced its intention to
publish Prizyv.
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arraKH He noKOjie6jiK>T H a 6yay npo,aojDKaTb HanaTbie pa3o6jiaHeHHs.

Ho OH onacanca, HTO jxavKe He Bee o6opoHUbi, 3C-,ZI3KH H sc-spbi, -

B ce6e xiocTaTOHHO My»cecTBa ycToaTb nepefl HaTHCKOM

H HeM. areHTOB. HeicoTopbie OKaacyTca cjia6oHepBHbiMH H HanHyr roBopHTb:

- 3aneM 3TH pa3o6jiaHeHHa ? O H H KOMnpoMeTTHpyioT napTHio. K neMy

BblHOCHTb COp H3 H36bl H np.?

H a a o 6biTb roTOBbiM K 3TOMy ,,npnna,aKy MajioayujHa" y HCKOTO-

pwx H3 HauiHx TOBapHmefi.

R OTBeTHJI, HTO a pyKOBOHCyCb CBOefl COBeCTbK) H CBOHM C03HaHHeM

flojira counaji-aeMOKpaTa H peBOJiiouHOHepa. Pa3o6jianaTb rpa3Hyio H3MeHy

He nepecTaHy. ITjiexaHOBa 3a MopajibHyio noaaepacKy cepaeHHO 6jiaroflapio.

Mw yroBopajiHCb c FLiiexaHOBbiM o nepenHCKe no noBO^y aajibHeHuiero

pa3BHTHH ,,Co6bITHH".

P. AjieKCHHCKHH

6. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII, DICTATED TO R. M. PLEKHANOVA

San Remo, 11 (heBpana 1916 r.
AneKceeBHH,

M O H My*, BepHyBUiHCb BHepa H3 HHUUM, 3acTan 3aecb Bame nHCbMO H

cnemHT Ha Hero OTBeTHTb, HO OH COBCCM 6oneH, H noTOMy a nnmy no^

ero aHKTOBKy.

O6pameHHe K ayMCKOH (hpaKUHH c H3Jio*eHHeM HameH TOHKH 3peHHa

acejiaiejibHo.67 C HUM Haao cneuiHTb. B o6pau;eHHH cjie/iyeT OT-

b, HTO xjionoTbi HeMemcoro Parteivorstand'a o MHpe

CO6OH jiHiiib HOByio (})opMy, B KOTopyK) o6neKaioTca ero

CTHHecKHe CTpeMneHHa, H HTO couHanHCTbi aTTaxoBaHHbix cTpaH noKa3anH

6bi ce6a oneHb HaHBHbiMH, ecnn 6bi noaaanHCb Ha yaoHicy r.r. LUeH^eMa-

HOB. 6 8 ^ T O KacaeTca o6pa3OBaHHa KOMHTeTa H3 couHaji-aeMOKpaTOB H

B, TO, oxioGpaa H/ieio, MOH Myac, He noHHMaeT Ha3BaHHa. O H

, HTO BMCCTO cjioBa KOMHTCT, Haao B3aTb KaKoe-HH6yab apyroe,

67 Plekhanov's open letter to the Social Democratic deputy Bur'ianov had been a move
to establish relations with the fraction. (The two had been associated in the Edinstvo
group before the war.) Another deputy, I. A. Man'kov, had earlier voted for war credits,
and as a consequence was expelled from the Social Democratic fraction. Prizyv, March
18,1916, noted with satisfaction that Bur'ianov, Man'kov and all the Trudoviks had taken
the defensist line at the D u m a session that began on February 9 (22). Bur'ianov had
declared his complete solidarity with Plekhanov's group.
6 8 The reference is probably to the Guiding Principles on the Question of War Aims
adopted at the joint meeting of the Party Executive and the Reichstag group on August
14-16, 1915; and to Scheidemann's interpellation in the Reichstag on December 9,
wherein he had pleaded that Germany take the initiative for peace without annexations,
but with Germany retaining Alsace-Lorraine. See Miller, Burgfrieden und Klassen-
kampf, op. cit., pp . 117-25, 190-200.
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Hanp.: coraauieHHe. H T O 5Ke KacaeTca MeacaynapjiaMeHTCKOH KOH(pepeHUHH,
TO MOH Myac HaxoaHT OMeHb acejiaTejibHbiM o6pameHHe K Hen B yica3aHHOM
BaMH CMbicjie. O H O /IOJDKHO 6biTb caenaHO Ha xopouieM dppaHuy3CKOM
H3biice. Ilo3TOMy K ero cocTaaneHHio Haao 6buio 6bi npHanenb /J,K>Ma
HUH E p a o . 6 9 A nepe3 HHX nocoBeTOBaTbca c FSZIOM Ha cneT ee coaep-

: OH, BepoaTHO, xopomo 3HaKOM c ncHxojiorHeH TaKHx KOHrhe-
. KpoMe Toro, OT Ps/ia Ha/io 6bmo 6bi ana ,,IlpH3biBa" HHTepBbio

no Bonpocy o MHpojiK>6HBbix npo3KTax HeivieuKoro ParteivorstaruTa.70

TOMHO TaioKe BecbMa acejiaTejibHO ycTaHORneHHe CBa3en Meacny pe.ii-
aKUHefl ,,FIpH3biBa" H (J)paHuy3CKOH napTHefi. B o6pameHHH K Hefi Haao
OTMeTHTb, HTO Ha HailieH TOHKe 3peHHH CTOHT OrpOMHOe 6ojlbLUHHCTBO

2-ro TOMa pa6oTbi Myaca MW eme He nojiynnjiH.71 B ,,FIpH3biBe" OH 6yaer,
no Mepe BO3MO»<HOCTH, HacTO nncaTb.

M u 06a uineM BaM ropanHH npHBeT.
P. FLnexaHOBa

7. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 31 MapTa, 1916 r.
MHoroyBaacaeMbiH

i{ Ha uejibix flBa ^Ha 3aMe.nnKn OTBCTOM Ha Baiue nncbMO. IlpocTHTe:
6bui KpaHHe 3aHHT, K TOMy ace a xoTen o6fly\iaTb CBOH OTBCT Ha Bam
Bonpoc. Tenepb a BaM CKaa<y BOT HTO. CoBepmeHHO OHCBH^HO, HTO
BojiOHTep He a*eHTJibM3H.72 BwcTynaTb c HHM BMecTe oneHb HenpnaTHO.
Ho H3 3a 3Toro Bee TaKH He CTOHT MemaTb CsBpaKy aejiaTb CBoe ziejio.73

H ecuH CsBpaK 6yaeT no TOH HUH no apyrofl npHMHHe, HacTaHBaTb Ha
ynacTHH BojiOHTepa, TO Haao ycTynHTb. Sinon, non. BOT Bee, HTO a Mory

69 Charles Dumas (1883-1955), French socialist and m e m b e r of the C h a m b e r of
Deputies, was the Secretary of Guesde ' s ministry. Alexandre Bracke-Desrousseaux
(1861-1955), another French socialist deputy, and a Guesdist , was a m e m b e r of the
Executive Commit tee of the French party. Both supported the war.
70 I have found no such interview in Prizyv.
71 The reference is to Plekhanov's Istoriia russkoi obshchestvennoi mysli, whose second
volume appeared at the end of 1915.
72 Volonter was the pseudonym of M. Pavlovich-Weltmann (1871-1929), a collaborator
of Nashe Slovo. Volonter penned a cutting attack on Plekhanov's O voine, and sent it to
Nashe Zaria in Petrograd for publication. The editors refused to print it, but Plekhanov
may somehow have learned of its contents. Pis 'ma P. B. Aksel ' roda i Iu. O. Martova, pp .
335-36.
73 J. B. Severac, a French socialist writer, occasionally contr ibuted to Prizyv. He had
evidently proposed a publishing enterprise in which Volonter would collaborate with
Plekhanov and Aleksinskii. To yoke the internationalist with the two defensists was likely
to be more than difficult, and in fact n o such enterprise ever material ized.
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cica3aTb no 3TOMy noBoay. npH6aanK) BnponeM, HTO npeanpHarae CsBpaica
o6emaeT 6biTb ana Hac BecbMa nojie3HbiM. CTano 6biTb, ero Haao noaaep-
acaTb. HacKOJibKO a Mory cyaHTb no nocneaHHM ,,Humanite", HaiiiH
4>paHuy3CKHe TOBapHinH npnaaioT CJIHIUKOM Gojibiuoe 3HaneHHe repMaH-
CKOH c.-a. onno3HUHn.74 O6 3TOM HaM, KaK BHflHO, npnaeTca eme cnopHTb
c HHMH. Fae? ft ayMaio B 6yaymeM opraHe C3BpaKa. KcTaTH, nepe-
aaHTe CsBpaicy MOH HCKPCHHWH npHBeT. ft 6bm 6bi oneHb 6jiaroaapeH
BaM, ecjiH 6w Bw xopouieHbKo ocBeaoMHJM MCHH O B3rnaaax JloHrs Ha
HbiHeuiHee nojioxceHHe. 3 T O BaxcHO ana MeHa no MHorHM npHHHHaM.
Boo6we, Bbi caenaeTe xopomee aejio, a e p » a MeHa au courantdppaHiiy3CKHx
HacTpoeHHH. H T O Baum coHHHeHHa Ha HHOCTpaHHbix a3biKax pacxoaaTca
BO MHorHx H3aaHHax, 3TOMy a OT ayuiH paa. ft BMCOKO cTaanio Bam
TanaHT nyGjiHUHCTa H C GojibuiHM HHTepecoM cjieacy 3a Bameft jiHTepaTyp-
HOH aeaTejibHOCTbio. K co»caneHHK), KHHr Bauinx y MeHa HeT. ECJIH
MWKeTe, npHiiuiHTe.

Haaeiocb, HTO Tsa nepecnan BaM MOW craTbio ana ,,ripH3biBa" o penn
HxeHa3e.75 HannuiHTe, xoTa 6 u B KapTe, Koraa OHa 6yaeT HanenaTaHa.
BauiH nncbMa Bceraa MeHa paayioT, B HHX TaK MHoro y6e>KaeHHa H

Ha aHax npHiiuiK) BaM nepe3 Fsaa nncbMo KO MHe
CToamero Tenepb 3a caMO3auiHTy cTpaHbi. MHe ayMaeTca HTO ero MOHCHO
Hcnojib3OBaTb aaa ,,FIpH3biBa". KcTaTH, ecTb JIH y Bac C6OPHHK jiHKBHaa-
TopoB?76 y MeHa ero noKa eme HeT.

Bien a vous
G. Plekhanoff

T. JlK)6HMOBy r . n .

74 On March 24, Hugo Haase and seventeen others were expelled from the Social
Democratic Reichstag group for voting against war credits. L'Humanit6 carried reports
on the German Social Democrats on March 24, 27, 29, 30 and 31.
75 This was a commentary on the speech that N . S. Chkheidze, head of the Menshevik
faction in the Duma, delivered to that body on February 10, 1916. The article, "Esli
khochesh dobrogo mira, vedi khoroshuiu voinu", appeared in Prizyv, No 28 (April 8,
1916). Plekhanov evidently corresponded with his colleagues in Paris by way of Guesde,
to avoid difficulties that might be created by French government surveillance of letters
from abroad.
76 The reference is to Samozashchita (Petrograd, 1916), a collection of articles in support
of the Russian war effort edited by A. N. Potresov, and including articles by V. Zasulich,
P. Maslov, V. Vol'skii, Potresov and others. Plekhanov had bitterly fought the liquidator
faction in the party in the pre-war years, but with the outbreak of the war his position and
that of such liquidators as Potresov and Maslov turned out to be similar.
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8. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 26 anpejia 1916 r.
.HoporoH FpHropHH AjieKceeBHH,
FlHiuy BaM nofl HenocpcacTBeHHbiM BnenaTjieHHeM H3BCCTHH O fly6nHHCKOM
BoccTaHHH. 51 nponeji o HeM B ,,Secolo XIX" , TOJibKO HTO nonyneHHOM
B San Remo.

CoBepuieHHO HCHO, HTO 3TO repMaHCKaa HHTpnra. BnenaTJieHHe OT 3Toro
BoccTaHHfl 6yaeT He B nojib3y COK)3HHKOB. ECJIH 6y^eT, HTO HH6y^b HH-
TepecHoe 06 3TOM aene B , ,Temps" HJIH B apyrofi KaKoft HH6y,zn> na-
PH5KCKOH ra3eTe, coo6uiHTe MHe nncbMOM: ra3eT CKma., KaxceTca He npo-
nycKaioT, ee™ OHH He vijxyi HenocpeacTBeHHO H3 ra3eTHOH 3KcneaHUHH.
,,npH3biBy" Heo6xoaHMO nenaTHO BbiCKa3aTbca 06
TaK BbiCKa3aTbca, HTo6bi y BO3MO>KHbix pyccKHx
npoutria oxoTa npii6eraTb K procedes, nojre3HWM TOJibKO nnx repviaH-
CKoro HMnepHaJiH3Ma. Bbi H T. J1K>6HMOB OKaaceTe MHe 6onbuiyK) ycjiyry,
no/iHaB STOT Bonpoc Ha co6paHHH peaaKUHH H coo6uiHTe MHe 06 ee
peiueHHH. Beaa HCHTb Tax aajieKo. KcTaTH, OyHaaMHHCKHH78 o3HaKOMnn
MeHH co CBoea CTaTbeii 3a6paicoBaHHOH 6onbuiHHCTBOM peaaKUHH
,,npH3biBa". O H coBepineHHO npHMHpmica c ynacTbK) STOH CTaTbH, HO
MHe KanceTca, HTO Bbi 6buiH CJIHUIKOM CTporH. O H He noflHHMaeT Bonpoca
o nepeMeHe nporpaMMbi KpaHHHx jieBbix napTHH. O H TOBOPHT HCKJIIOHH-
TejibHO TOJibKO o maKmuKe. H MHe Ka»ceTca, HTO OH Bbicica3ancH B ayxe
Tex TC3HCOB, KOTOpbie 6bIJIH npHHHTbl BCeMH HaMH B ^CeHCBC79 FoBOpfl
3TO, 8 HMeK) B BHJiy CVO 6bl60dbl. KaK MapKCHCT, H apZ}'MeHmupO8ClA 6bl

unaue. Ho Be,ab B .aaHHOM cjiynae aeno B BbiBO^ax. IloBepbTe, TpHropHfi
AjieKceeBHH, MHe 6buro 6bi TH*ejio pacxoaHTbca c BaMH. $1 oneHb BWCOKO
CTaBJiio Baui HeocnopHMbiH ny6jiHCTHHecKHH TanaHT. H o He 6yabTe CJIHUJ-
KOM noflO3pHTejibHbi. He npHnHCbiBafiTe MHe onnopTyHH3M, KOTopbiB 6bin
MHe Bcer/ia HeHaBHCTeH. 51 ayMaio, HTO cneaoBajio 6bi HanenaTaTb CTaTbio

H TOTHac ace HanaTb no ee noBoay, cnoKOHHbiH, TOBa-
H O6MCH MHCHHH. 3 T O npHflajio 6bi ,,npH3biBy" HOBMH HHTepec

H HOBoe HCTopHHecKoe 3HaneHHe. 51 o6emaio BaM 6anbiuyK> CTaTbio no
Bonpocy, no^HJiTOMy B STOH CTaTbe. OTOBOPKA, - Bbipa*eHne Map-
KCU3M uHme/iueehifuu Haao 6buio 6bi ycTpaHHTb BO BCHKOM cjiynae. FIoJie3HO
6yaeT ycTpaHHTb H yKO3anue Ha OIUU6KU 1905-1907. B

77 Plekhanov publicly opposed the Easter uprising in an article "Anglo-Irlandskaia
drama", in: Prizyv, No 33 (May 13, 1916).
78 1.1. Bunakov-Fundaminski i (1881-1942), a prominent Socialist Revolut ionary, was a
member of Prizyv's editorial board .
79 The meeting which established the Prizyv group. The principles are embodied in the
Izveshchenie referred to in note 66.
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opraHe, Kaic ,,npH3biB" roBopHTb 06 STHX ouiH6Kax HeyMecTHo: nyTb JIH
He Ka«flbifi H3 Hac noHHMaeT HX no CBoeMy. 3aTeM, eft 6ory, cncaoBano
6bi HanenaTaTb MHeHHe OyH^aMHHCKoro. KOHCHHO, a roBopio 06 une
cause jugee. Ho ecjiH 6w Bbi CMarnmiHCb, TO Tejierpa<j)HpyHTe OyH
CKOMy, OH BbllLUieT BaM CTaTbK).80

FIOKJIOH T. JlK)6HMOBy H BCeM WpyTHM

Bam
P. IlnexaHOB

P.S. BoJibuioe cnacH6o 3a KHHry.

9. PLEKHANOV TO THE EDITORS OF PRIZYV

San Remo, 24 Mas 1916 r.
JlopOlWe TOBapHHTH,
ft TenerpaMMOH npociui Bac no,ao>K.aaTb Moero iracbMa, Tax KaK a He Mory
6e3ycnoBHo oao6pHTb cocTaaneHHbiH BaMH npo3KT o6pameHHa K

1. ft ayMaio, HTO npeacne, He>icejiH npcanpHHaTb KaKHe uu6yjs.b o 6 t a c -
HeHHa c AflMHHHCTpaTHBHOH KOMMHCCHH Hazio Heo(j)(J)HiiHanbHo nepero-
BopHTb c F3JIOM. ECJIH 6bi pcaaicuHH ,,npH3biBa" He yaajiocb croBopHTbca
c FsflOM, TO ea Bee TaKH He cjieayeT npezinpHHHMaTb uiaroB, Moryuinx
Bbi3BaTb Heaopa3yMeHHa Meac^y FSAOM H HaMH.

IlpoHTHTe JXioMa Moe nncbMO H nonpocHTe ero ycTpoHTb Heo6xoziHMoe

2. B pa3roBope c F 3 ^ O M H coBepiueHHO 0TKa3ajica 6bi OT Toro TOHa, B
KOTOPOM HanncaH Bam 3anpoc (J>paHuy3CKOH napTHH. ft 3Haio (hpaHuy3OB
H npeacKa3biBaio BaM, HTO TOH STOT cnoco6eH TOJibKo BbBBaTb IIOHTH -

pa3pbiB c 4)paHuy3CKOH napTHefi. A OT pa3pbma npeac^e Bcero BbinrpaioT
4>paHuy3bi. HaflO roBopHTb coBepuieHHo TOBapnuiecKHM TOHOM, oco6emo
c FsdoM.

O6i>acHeHHe KOTopoe Tenepb npoH3OHaeT, cncaoBano npeflnpHHHTb do
noe3dKU TOMO e Poccwo.si Pa3 OH noexan ryaa, OH m Moe He npedcmae-

80 No article by him appeared in Prizyv after No 31 (April 29) until No 38 (June 17),
when Bunakov joined Avksent'ev in authoring a piece on the affairs of the SRs.
81 Albert Thomas (1878-1932), French socialist leader and Minister of Munitions in the
war cabinet. With Rene Viviani (1863-1925), Minister of Justice, he visited Russia in May
5-7, 1916, to strengthen ties between the two allies. The Paris editors of Prizyv drafted a
complaint to the Administrative Commission of the French party that spoke of the
expected presentation of Thomas to the Tsar as something "unheard of in the history of
socialism", and tantamount to moral support of Tsarism's repressive policies. The letter is
in Correspondence, Prizyv, Aleksinskii Collection, Columbia University. On the Thomas
visit, see M. Paleologue, An Ambassador's Memoirs (3 vols; New York, n.d.), II, pp.
252-61; B. W. Schaper, Albert Thomas. Trente Ans de Reformisme Social (Assen, 1959),
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umbCH itapw. BH3HT K uapio est un fait accompli. Ero yace He Bep-
Heiiib. B BHay 3Toro MoacHO npocumb (a He Tpe6oBaTb TOHOM yjibTHMa-
TH3Ma) TOJibKO AByx Bemefi OT Hauinx <ppaHuy3CKHx TOBapHinefi: a) caenaTb
Bee OT HHX 3aBHcamee, jxna H36eacaHHa noBTOpeHHa noflo6Hbix HenpnaTHbix
H HeTaxTHHecKHx npoHciiiecTBHH, b) nocTapaTbCH BbiCKa3aTb B neHaTH-wot/-
nee damb nonnmb B nenaTH, - HTO ,OJIH HHX, B npoTHBonojioacHOCTb ra-
3eTe ,,Temps" no3aziH o<j)(pHUHajibHOHPoccHH CTOHT Heo(fi(fiuifuajibHaH, pa6o-
naa, peBOniouHOHHaa c KOTopofi OHa H CHHTaeT ce6a Hpaecmeenho cen-
3<IHHOU (corjiacHTecb, HTO (hpaHiiy 3cicaa cou. napTHa ue MOMcem BbiCKa3aTbca
Tenepb npomue ocficfiuituaAbHoeo cow3a OpaHUHH c PoccneH.) Ha flHax
, ,Humanite" OTnacTH yace HaMeKHyjia Ha 3TO, noneMH3Hpya HMCHHO C
,,Temps".

Tenepb , ,Humani t e" MoaceT BO3o6HOBHTb nojieMHKy H BbiCKa3aTbca
acHee. XopomHH noBoa: BH3HT HauiHx napjiaMeHTapHeB.82

<t>paHiiy3bi o6jiaaaioT orpoMHbiM art de dire. O H H cyMeioT CKa3aTb
TaK, HTo6bi c OJIHOH cTopoHbi BWCKa3aTb CBOK) cojiHaapHocTb c pa6oHeH
PoccHen, a c apyrofi HTO6W He BoccTaTb npoTHB Coio3a, KOTopbifi
Tenepb HeoGxo^HM He TOJibKO jxnn OpaHUHH, HO Bcex COK)3HHKOB, a CTajio
6biTb H ana Tpyaameroca H yrHeTeHHoro HaceneHHa POCCHH.

BOT Bee, HTO a Mory CKa3aTb BaM no noBOjiy Bamero miaHa. KaK
BHjiHTe, a npoTHBonocTaanaK) eMy apyron,
Bo-nepBbix K npeaBopHTejibHOMy coeeuiamuo c
BO-BTopbix, K nepeMeHe TOHa, B KOTOPOM Bbi 6y^eTe BCCTH o6i>acHeHHa c
(hpaHuy3CKOH napraen.

5{ 6oK)Cb, HTO TOH, B KOTOPOM HanHcaH Bam npo3KT o6i>acHeHHa cne-
jiaeT HeB03M0)KHbiMH aajibHeHuiHe coBMecTHbie BbiCTynjieHHH c (J)paHuy3-
CKOH napraeH. A TaKHe BbiCTynneHHa (B 6yaymeM) H BO3MO»Hbi H KpaHHe
HcenaTejibHbi.83

npoujy Bac nocKopee coo6mHTb MHe, HTO ayMaeTe B u o MOCM KOHTP-
npo3KTe.

KpenKO acMy BauiH pyKH
Bam
r . FlnexaHOB

pp. 128-29. The Russian socialists had reason for concern, for, according to Paleologue,
Thomas privately advised a Russian Minister that the workers ought to be militarized in
order to increase production.
82 A Duma delegation headed by A. D. Protopopov and including P. N. Miliukov visited
Western Europe from mid April to mid June 1916. Miliukov's account of the delegation's
activities constitutes a chapter (pp. 340-60) of his Political Memoirs. The French socialists
to whom he talked, he remarks (p. 353), "conveyed distrust and concealed disapproval",
thus going beyond what Plekhanov probably deemed appropriate. On the other hand,
L'Humanite (May 23, 1916) carried a front-page interview with Miliukov that was
distinctly friendly in tone.
83 We have no information on the disposition of this matter, but it seems likely that
Plekhanov's advice was taken.
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KcTaTH: onenaTKH B ,,FIpH3biBe" cnoco6Hbi AOBCCTH aBTopoB no OTHaaHHa.
BTopaa CTaTba Ap3aeBa HcicaHceHa.84

r.n.

10. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Villa Margherita
Sattina Vallombrosa
Presso Firenze
12/VII 1916.

YBaacaeMbiH H aoporofi FpHropHH AjieKceeBHH,
Bbi, - T.e. BCH peaaKUHfl ,,ripH3biBa", npaBbi: a aaBHO yace He nHcan
ana Haiuero opraHa.8 5 Kaiocb B STOM, HO 6bui 3aH»T TpeTbeM TOMOM
CBoen HCTopHH. Ha ZIHHX npHiujiK) BaM CTaTbK). Ho He Ha Ty Teiviy, o
KOTopofi Bbi MHe nncajiH. Flo Moeiviy o nporpeccHBHOM Gjioice nncaTb
Tenepb Hey,no6Ho: Henb3a OTKpbiBaTb nepea HenpHflTemeM, T.e. nepezi
KpaHHHMH npaBblMH BCe HaCTHOCTH HaiUHX TaKTHHeCKHX BO33peHHH. MHe
.nyMaeTca, HTO M H 6buiH CJIHIIIKOM OTKpoBeHHbi B Bonpocax 06 o6opoHe
CTpaHbi H, KaaceTca, Poccna noruiaTHTca 3a 3TO, HTO pa3yivieeTca BecbMa
nenajibHO. FoBopa 3TO, a HMeio B Bnay noxozi KpaHHHX npaBbix npoTHB
o6mecTBeHHbix opraHH3auHH.86 HpaBbie npaMO HaMeKaroT, HTO jiyniue MHp
c HeMuaMH, HOKeoiH aajibHeHiiiHH ycnex Ha3BaHHbix opraHH3auHH. HTO
KacaeTca CO6CTBCHHO 6jioKa, TO MHe 6y^eT oneHb acajib, ecjiH T. BopoHOB
oneHb pa36paHHT ero. 8 7 TyT nano onaTb noMHHTb, HTO npaBbie c neHOK)
y pTa roBopaT o 6jioKe: CTano 6biTb, OH npHHHHaeT HM H3BecTHbie Heyao6-
CTBa. R CHHTaji 6bi, HTO MM caejiajiH orpoMHyio ouiH6icy, ecjiH 6bi HOIUU

84 Iu. Arzaev, a follower of Plekhanov and contr ibutor to Prizyv. The article referred to is
the concluding half of a two-part piece, "Lenin o voine" . The first appeared in Prizyv, N o
30 (April 22, 1916), the second in N o 32 (May 16). In the second par t Arzaev juxtaposed
Plekhanov's views to Lenin 's , but why the former thought there was some distortion in
Arzaev's piece is not readily apparent .
85 Noth ing from Plekhanov's pen appeared in Prizyv between May 13,1916, and July 22
(No 43), when part of an article he had published in Svobodnoe Slovo was reprinted. The
third vo lume of his Istoriia russkoi obshchestvennoi mysli came out in late 1916. Internal
evidence makes it virtually certain that documen t N o 10 should be properly dated August
12 rather than July 12.
8 6 Prizyv of course supported worker participation in the War Industries Committees. In
an article entitled "Pokhod protiv voenno-promyshlennykh komitetov" (Prizyv, No 37,
June 10), B. Voronov, a member of the editorial board and a regular contributor, brought
together evidence culled from the Russian press concerning attacks on the committees,
and especially their worker-group components. Articles on the War Industries Commit-
tees appeared also in the two following numbers of Prizyv. See Siegelbaum, "The
Workers ' Groups and the War-Industries Committees", loc. cit., p. 175.
87 Plekhanov evidently had in view an article by Voronov, "Razlozhenie progressivnogo
bloka", which despite his objection was printed in Prizyv, No 46 (August 12).
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Ha 6JIOK, zmcKpcaHTHpya ero B o6mecTBeHHOM MHCHHH,

npaBWM pa36HTb ero. MwiioKOBy a cica3aji, HTO eaiH 6noKy y^acTca peuiHTb

Bonpocbi eBpeHCKHH H KpecTbaHCKHH, TO Hazio 6yaeT npH3HaTb ero co3ziaHHe

6ojibiuHM cTpaTerHHecKHM ycnexoM nporpeccHBHOH POCCHH. 8 8 BnponeM,

a Tor^a ace, cjiynaHHO BCTpeTHBuiHCb c O,UHHM HauHOHanHCTOM, Hanaji

coMHeBaTbca B BO3MOHCHOCTH peiiMTb STH aBa Bonpoca c noMombio 6jioKa.

FIOTOM Co6bITHH nOKa3aJIH, HTO 3TO 6bIJIO HeBO3MO>KHO. 3TO 5KajIb, HO,

BO-nepBbIX, 3TO BHHa He K.fl., a HaUHOHajIHCTOB, BO-BTOpblX, KaK 3HaTb,

HTO 6yaeT B cjieayiomyK) ceccHio? KaK 6bi TaM HH 6bino, B H He aojiacHbi

npOTHBO/ieHCTBOBaTb HH OflHOMy H3 TeX oGmeCTBeHHWX HBJieHHH, KOTOpbie

cnoco6cTByioT u3OA.it/uu peaKuuoHepoe. TojibKO c STOH TOHKH 3peHHa, no

MOeMy H BO3MO5KHO KpHTHKOBaTb 6jIOK, HO KpHTHKOBaTb e ro C 3T0H TOHKH

3peHHa He Bcei\aa ocTopoa<HO...

a B ,,npH3biBe" CTaTbK) o )Kopece H npw Bceivr BCJIHKOM
MoeM K naMaTH sToro nocjie^Hero, a He Mor He cnpocHTb ce6a:

,,llpH3biB" 6e3yc.ioeHo pa3,aenaeT

Ha aHax Bbicbuiaio

McKpeHHHH npHBeT BCeH pe/iaKUHH ,,ripH3bIBa".

Tjiy6oKO

Bam F. FLuexaHOB

11. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Villa Margherita
Sattina Vallombrosa
14 aBrycTa, 1916 r.

FpHropHH AneKceeBHH,
ComacHO Moeviy nocneztHeMy rmcbMy, KOTopoe Bbi, a Haaeiocb nonyHKiiH,
nocbinaio BaM CBOKJ CTaTbio. B KOHue BH/IHO, noneiviy OHa 03arjiaBJieHa:
88 In June 1916 Plekhanov met Miliukov in Rome, in the course of the latter's trip abroad
with the Duma delegation. After returning, Miliukov reported to a Duma committee: "I
had occasion in Rome to speak to Plekhanov, a prominent representative of our
emigration, and I can state that the policy of the Parliamentary Progressive Bloc has the
complete support of this prominent social-democratic politician." "Russkaia 'par-
lamentskaia' delegatsiia za granitsei v 1916 g.", in: Kxasnyi Arkhiv, No 58 (1933), p. 23.
89 The reference is to an article marking the second anniversary of the assassination of
Jaures, published in Prizyv, No 44 (July 29). Plekhanov had earlier crossed swords with
Jaures on the question of opportunism, and therefore was not fully in agreement with the
article's unqualified enthusiastic tone. On Jaures on war and peace, he had expressed
very positive views in a two-part article written for the first anniversary of Jaures's death
and published in L'Humanite, November 2-3,1915, under the title "Jaures et la question
de la paix". It was subsequently reprinted in Svobodnoe Slovo, 1916, pp. 625-33, and as
part of a longer essay, "Internatsionalizm i zashchita otechestva", in Sovremennyi
Mir, 1916, No 5-6, pp. 49-65.
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,,Knock down". 9 0 OneHb npomy Bac o6paTHTb BHHMaHHe Ha TO, HTO6M
3TO 3arJiaBHe 6buio npaBHJibHo Ha6paHo.

By/ibTe flo6pbi, MBecTHTe MeHa O nojiyneHHH Moen pyiconHCH. ft mne-
HJICH HafiTH B noaieflHeM HOMepe ,,npH3biBa" 6ojibmyK> cTaTbio o CT>e3/ie
Conseil National dppaHuy3CKOH napTHH.91 Bbi, HaBepHO, npHHHMajiH
ynacTHe B 3ace,naHHax, Tax Kaic Bbi — HJieH OZIHOH H3 4>paHU.y3CKHx opra-
HH3auHH. Ci>e3n noflHJui KpaHHe BaacHbie Bonpocbi MeacayHapo/iHOH cou.

H .aaace TeopHH. MHe KaaceTca HTO 6jiHacaHiiiHe HOMepa ,,ripH3biBa"
6biTb nocBameHbi STHM BonpocaM. A ,,Hauie Cxeephocjioeue"92

6bi, /jyMaeTca MHe, coBceM ocTaBHTb B noKoe: oneHb yac HHHTO-
acHbi 3TH moan, He nopa 3a»BHTb, HTO B BH/iy OTHomeHHH 3THX rocno/i K
Jlo3aHCKOH KoMeflHH, OMeBH^HO opraHH3OBaHHOH repiviaHCKHM HMnepa-

TOpCKHM npaBHTCJIbCTBOM, Mbl CHHTaeM HeBO3MO»CHbIM nOJieMH3HpO-

BaTb c H H M ? 9 3 ft nepeaaio STOT Bonpoc Ha paccMOTpeHHe peaaKUHH H
npomy Ha Hero oTBeTa. ECJIH peaaKHHH Haft^eT, HTO Bee TaKH najxo
BpeMH OT BpeMeHH XJieCTaTb 3THX penTHJIHH, — HTO Bbi, KCTaTH CKa3aTb
iienaeTe npeBoexoflHO, TO a coBeTyio TpeTnpoBaTb HX He HHane, KCIK

ynenuKoe JJomeAbi HbeeeHeaiica,94 m.e. anapxucmoe u aHapxo-cuHdum/iuc-
moe. Be/ib, STO ace CBaTaa HCTHHa, T.e. OHH CMOTP»T Ha BOHHy rjia3aMH
/JoMenbi, - HTO ace HaM OT CBoero cnacTba OTKa3biBaTbca?! Bbi npeBoc-
XO/IHO xJieureTe HX, H Bee TaKH Bbi CJIHIUKOM ao6pbi K HHM.

B , ,Humanite" 6bin H3JioaceH B3rjiaa FIa6jio Hrjie3Haca Ha
Meac^yHapoflHwe oTHouieHHa. Ero Heo6xo,aHMo BocnpoH3BecTH
uax ,,ripH3biBa". Heo6xoziHMo TyT ace BOcnpoH3BecTH 3a«BJieHHe BpaH-
THHra, HanenaTaHHoe B TOH »ce , ,Humani te" . H BaM, KaaceTca, H3BCCTHO,
HaKOHeu a cero/iHfl nojiynnji 6pounopy c H3jio»ceHHeM, Ha pa3Hbix a3biKax,
OTHomeHHa K ABCTPHH HCHICKHX counajiHCTOB B AMepHKe. O STOH 6pomiope

Toace CKa3aTb xoTb HecKOJibKO CJIOB B HaiueM opraHe.95 Boo6me,

9 0 "Knock D o w n " , an article critical of N . K. Chkheidze, appeared in Prizyv, N o 49
(September 2).
9 1 The lead article in Prizyv, N o 46, is devoted to the meeting of the Nat ional Council of
the French Socialist Party on August 6.
92 An ironic reference to the collaborators in Nashe Slovo.
9 3 P lekhanov had in view the Thi rd Conference of Nationalit ies, which had in fact been
infiltrated by the German- insp i red League of Alien Peoples of Russia. The Conference,
which met in Lausanne from June 27 to 29, 1916, had a decidedly anti-Russian tone. See
Senn, The Russian Revolut ion in Switzerland, ch. 14. Articles in Nashe Slovo, July 13, 29
and 30, reported and discussed the conference. Manuilskii , the author of the second and
third of these charged tha t Russian patriotic and social-patriotic journalists had served as
agents of Russian absolut ism in the halls by spreading rumors — he implied they were
false — that the conference was a tool of the G e r m a n government .
94 Fe rd inand Dome la Nieuwenhuis (1846-1919), Dutch anarchist , with whom Plekha-
nov had crossed swords more than once in meetings of the Second International .
9 5 Kar l Bran ting (1860-1925), leader of the Swedish Social Democrat ic Labor Party. The
editors h a d al ready a r ranged to publish his ant i-Zimmerwaldist declaration in Prizyv, N o
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cou. nenaTH cneaoBajio 6bi nocBamaTb y Hac ropa3/io
6ojibixie MecTa. ECJIH M U 6yaeM noMeHbuie 3aHHMaTbca ,,CKBepHocnoB-

", TO y Hac ocTaHeTca 6ojibixie MecTa H BpeMeHH jxna

Tenepb BOTMTO. Haci>e3fle Conseil National peixieHO ,ao6HBaTbca co3Ba-
HHH KOH({)epeHUHH COUHaJlHCTOB COK)3HbIX CTpaH.96 PeflaKUHfl ,,IlpH3bIBa"
noHHMaeT, HTO HaM nyMcno 6biTb Ha STOH KomhepeHHHH. Ho KaK STO cflenaTb?
n o MoeMy cjieayeT eo nepeux croBopHTca c /],io6peHHeM97 o cpoKe co3eanun,
Haao aaTb e\iy noHHTb, HTO 6.IU3KUU cpoK HaM Heyao6eH, Tax KaK, acejiaa
HMeTb cepbe3Hbie MaH/iaTbi, M U /jojmHbi CHecTHCb c PoccHeii. MoaceT 6biTb,

3Toro He 6e3nojie3HO 6buio 6bi noKa3aTb Moe nHCbMO Ts^y. .ZloSHBiiiHCb
(hpaHity3CKOH napTHH, Haao eo emopbix, HairacaTb OTBCT, B TOM

3Ke CMbicjie H BMecTe c (hpaHuy3aMH — FKiHCMaHcy. B mpembux,
jieHHo CHecTHCb c PoccHefi Ha cneT npHCbuiKH HaM cepbe3Horo
Tejierpa(J)HpyHTe BypbflHOBy, HTO HaM HyaceH MaH/iaT ana 3amHTbi Hamero
B3rjifljia Ha KOH(J)epeHUHK). 51 ayMaio, HTO ueH3ypa nponycTHT 3Ty Tejie-
rpaMMy. ECJIH HeBO3MO»(Ha TenerpaMMa, nmiiHTe nHCbMO, HO flejiafiTe He
TepHH HH oziHoro mm: fleno KanHTanbHo BaacHoe. Ha cneT MaHjiaTa a Mory
HanncaTb Jl. M. AKcejibpo^,98 KOTopaa Tenepb c MaciiOBbiM H FIoTpeco-
BWM, 6yaeT H3jiaBaTb xcypHaji (revue). He 3Haio BbiiiaeT JIH H3 STOFO HTO
HH6yflb. Bo BCHKOM cjiyHae, o6pamaTbca K JiHKBHaaTopaM, XOTS 6bi H nepe3
nocpe/iCTBO Jl. W. AKcejibpoa MHe 6buio 6bi HenpHHTHO H H caejiaio 3TO
TOJibKO B cnynae 6e3ycnoBHOH Heo6xoflHMOCTH.

PeuiaiiTe Bu Bee, ecTb JIH Ha JIHUO TaKaa Heo6xoaHMOCTb. Ey,ae — ecTb,
TenerpacJ)HpyHTe MHe: ,,Ecrivez en Russie". R nouMy, unto nado nucamb

Jl. H. AKcejibpo,a, H ceftnac ace HanHixiy.

46. No 49 carried an article on the Spanish socialists which included a reference to
Iglesias, one of their leaders. The paper did not take notice of the views of the Czech
socialists in America on Austria, no doubt because it had already printed in No 35 (May
27) an appeal of the Czechs in the United States to the International on behalf of the
creation of an independent Czechoslovak State.
96 The Nat iona l Council of the French Socialist Party voted to convene such a congress in
Paris in January 1917. It was to promote pressure on the governments against conquest ,
annexations, and economic agreements injurious to the working class. See Fainsod,
International Socialism and the War, op . cit., pp . 102-04.
97 Louis Dubreui lh (1862-1924), Secretary of the F rench Socialist Party, was evidently
involved in organizing the congress. H e had a letter pr inted in Prizyv, N o 52 (October 1),
congratulating the editors on completing a year of publication, and underscoring the
solidarity of the French Socialist Party with the views of Prizyv.
ys Liubov' I. Aksel ' rod-Ortodoks (1868-1946), disciple of Plekhanov and wriier on
philosophical subjects, jo ined Potresov and Maslov in 1916 in the publicat ion of Delo,
successor to Nashe Zaria (1914) and Nashe Delo (1915), which the government had
suppressed.
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Hy, nopa KOHHaTb. OneHb oGaaceTe MCHH, coo6mHB MHe CBOH jiHHHbie
BnenaTJieHHa, nonyneHHbie Ha (ppaHiiy3CKOM Ci,e3,ae.

MOH HCKpeHHHH H TOpHHHH npHBeT BCeM BaM.
Bam r . ITnexaHOB

P.S. 51 pa3opBan KOHBepT, HTo6bi npn6aBHTb 3TOT post-scriptum. ECJIH pe-
meHO 6yzieT, HTO cbcayrcfl Ha KOHCpepeHUHio des pays Allies JiHiiib Te, KO-
Topue npeacTaBJiHKDT CBOH napTHH B Biopo (M«K,ayHapo.aHOM couHaji.),
TO Haao 6yaeT o6paTHTbca K BaHaepBenbay, KaK npcacTaBHTejno Hcnoji-

KoMHTeTa M.C. Biopo c npocb6oH KOHCTaTHpoBaTb, HTO pyc-
napTHH 6buia in statu nascendi KaK pa3 HaKaHyHe BOHHM : Hama 6pjoc-

cenbCKaa KOHCpepeHu.H$i. H M U Tpe6yeM, HTo6bi Bee Te, KOTopbie npeacTa-
BJISUIH CBOH rpynnbi Ha 3TOH 6pioccejibCKOH KOHthepeHUHH, nojiynnnH 6w

npaBO npexiCTaBHTejibCTBa Ha conference des pays allies. C'est justice.
BaHflepBejib/ie 3HaeT Hauie ToraauiHee noJioaceHHe, OH 3HaeT Haiue
HbrneuiHee nojioaceHHe. O H He MO^KCT He nojmepacaTb Hac.

Cuecumecb c HUM om Moeeo UMenu.
Monsieur E. Vandervelde, ministre de la guerre beige, Le Havre.

^oicyMeHTbi, oTHocainHecH K HaineH 6pioccejibCKOH KOH(hepeHUHH, Bepo-
HTHO, eme xpaHaTca y FioHCMaHca. O H 3HaeT, HTO Bbi, F. An. H a - M H 06a
HMeeM npaBO Ha npcacTaBHTenbCTBO, H npaBO 3TO /IOJI»CHO 6biTb npH3HaHo
3a HaMH, H OHO 6yaeT npH3HaHO.99 TojibKo Haao no6ojibine HacTOHHH-
BOCTH.

r.n.
P.P.S. CTaTbio CBOK) H nocbLnaio Faay. 3aniiHTe 3a Hefi.

12. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, le 1 octobre 1916
Fjiy6oKoyBaacaeMbiH FpHropHH AneicceeBHH,
ToubKO HTO nojiynun Bame nHCbMO. O H O oneHb o6pa/ioBano MCHH, no-
Ka3aB, HTO Bbi CMOTpHTe Ha BOnpOC O COTpy^HHHeCTBe B H3BCCTHOH BaM
ra3eTe Tax »ce, KaK H a.100 MOMCHT oneHb BaacHbift H Heo6xoiiHMO

99 Plekhanov had represented the Edinstvo group and Aleksinskii the Vpered group at
the Brussels conference in July 1914.
100 Plekhanov and Aleksinskii had been invited to collaborate in Russkaia Volia, a
newspaper which was to be published in Petrograd with financial support (as they
learned) of several banks . T h e paper appeared from December 15, 1916, till October 25,
1917. Some information on this paper , though tendentiously presented, appears in O.
Tsekhnovitser, Li teratura i mirovaia voina, op . cit., pp . 111-18. A. D. Beliavskii, " G . V.
Plekhanov, 'Prizyv', i gazeta 'Russkaia Volia '", in: Uchenye Zapiski Gor 'kovskogo
Gosudars tvennogo Universiteta, N o 85 (1967), adds a n u m b e r of interesting details to
what is revealed by the letters here published.
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KaK CMenocTbio, TaK H uiHpoTOH nojTHTHHecKoro B3nnaaa. Mbi pwcKyeM
ynycTHTb HCHTO TaKoe, Kaxoe noTOM HaM yace He BcrpeTHTca. TeM He
MeHee a ayMaio, HTO BbicTynaTb Haao BCCM HaM BMCCTC MHane Hauie
c BaMH OTflenbHoe BbiCTyruieHHe npHHSno 6bi CMHCJI nojiHTHHecKoro pac-
KOJia B peaaKUHH ,,IlpH3biBa", a BcaKaa Mbicjib, BC»KHH cjiyx o TaKOM
pacKOJie npHHecjiH 6bi orpoMHbiH Bpea- IlpH TOM ace a OTHacra pa3aeji8K>
onaceHHa T.T. JlK>6HM0Ba H BopoHOBa. Pa3aejiflK> — B BHay d'uri fait
nouveau - 3aHaTHa npeanojiaraBiiiHMCa npe>Kae roaaTejieM odp^HUHajib-
Horo nocTa.101 FlpaBaa, il s'est desiste, OH nepeaan CBOH npaBa H

jiHuy, 3acjiy*HBaiomeMy nojiHTHnecKoe aoBepHe.102 Ho
e, HTo6bi He3aBHCHMOCTb ra3eTbi OT np[oTononoBa] cTaaa oneBHaHOH

MHTaTejien npe>icae, HeacejiH M U BbicTynmiH B HeS. 3Ta He3aBHCH-
MocTb ceiiHac * e , KOHCHHO, H BbiacHHTca: 3a 3TO pynaeTCH HMS HOBoro
H3flaTejia. M Toraa HHHTO He noMeiuaeT HaM aeaTejibHO coTpyflHHnaTb
B ra3eTe. A paHbiue Heyxio6HO, - oneHb »cajib, HTO 3arpaHHHHaa Tejie-
rpa(j)Haa HH({)opMauHa aocTaHeTca He HaM. Ho HTO »ce aejiaTb? FIpH TOM
»ce Bbi MoaceTe (H aojracHbi) noTpeGoBaTb, HTO6W Bee TejierpadpHbie Kop-
pecnoHfleHTbi HOBOH ra3eTbi o6a3aHbi 6buiH 6e3npeKocnoBHO
B Hee Bee Te coo6meHHa, KOTopwe MM HafijieM Hy»HbiM caenaTb.
HTO JIHUO c KOTopwM Bbi BeaeTe neperoBopbi, 6e3 Tpyaa corjiacHTca Ha

3TO.

FloHHMaK), xaK aocaaHo 6yaeT, ecnu yfiaeT OT Hac 3aBHaHaa B O 3 M O » -
HOCTb. OaHaKo le fait nouveau, o KOTOPOM a roBopun Bbiuie, He no3BO-
naeT HaM HeMexuieHHO BbicTynaTb B ra3eTe. TIojmoMy u uuena nauiu noxa
ne do.iMCHbi .H6.ismbcs e cnucxe compydhUKoe. TaK a ayMaio. J IHUO, C KOTO-
pbiM Bbi BeaeTe neperoBopbi, npHcnajio MHe TejierpaMMy c H3jio>KeHHeM
nono»ceHHa aeji B FlapHace H B POCCHH. Aapeca ero a He 3Haio H He Mory
eMy oTBeTHTb. Ilpoujy Bac, T. AJICKCHHCKHH, oTBeraTb eMy 3a MCHH H
cKa3aTb, HTO He TenerpaMMa HopaaHCKoro,103 a Bbime yKa3aHHbiH fait
nouveau, no6y»caaeT MeHa MeaaHTb c BbicTynneHHeM B ra3eTe.

Kcmamu. R ne euxcy Hadodhocmu odycnoejiueamb nauie (eo3MOMcnoe
6ydyufee) ebicmyn.ieHue coeAauienueM Adpuanoea c MopdancKUM.

101 A. D. Protopopov (1866-1918), leader of the Octobrist Party and Vice Chairman of
the Duma, who was named Minister of the Interior in September 1916.
102 Evidently a reference to I. D . Sytin (1854-1934), publ i sher o f the Moscow dai ly
Russkoe Slovo since 1897, which was close to the K a d e t s in 1905, a n d took the pat r io t ic
position dur ing the World War . The word "evident ly" is used because a n u m b e r of
persons figured prominent ly in the organizat ion of Russkaia Volia, not only Pro topopov
and Sytin but S. A. Adr ianov and A. V. Amfiteatrov (of w h o m more hereafter) . Con-
cerning Sytin's involvement, see A. M. Gor 'k i i and V. G. Koro lenko , Perepiska, stat 'i i
vyskazyvaniia (Moscow, 1957), pp. 75, 80.
103 N . I. Iordanskii (1876-1928), editor of Sovremennyi Mir, a month ly jou rna l to which
Plekhanov contr ibuted frequently both in the pre-war years and dur ing the war. After the
February Revolut ion, he and P lekhano ' joint ly edited the new Edinstvo.
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B TaKHx aenax MopdancKuu CAUIUKOM npuc/iyiuueaemcH K moAiy, umo
MapbH AjieKceeeua, a 3Ta nocneaHaa, HaBepHO, eme aojiro 6yaeT

Ha ra3eTy.104 Hem, MM CCIMU 3den doAxcubi peiuumb, MO»CHO
JIH 6yjjeT (H Kor/ia HMCHHO) BbiCTynaTL HaM B ra3eTe. PeuiHB STO, M H no-
imieM AflpnaHOBy105 KOJineKTHBHyio TenerpaMMy. YcjioBbTecb c HHM Ha ee
cneT. FIoemopHK), MM OKOHnameAbHo omeepHeMcn om 6Aecm<iufeu noAumu-
necKou eo3MOMCHocmu, ecAU nocmaeuM Haute ebicmynAeuue B 3aBHCHMOCTH
OT neperoBopoB AflpnaHOBa c Mop/iaHCKHM. BnponeM, Ha nnxx y MCHH
6yaeT AividpHTeaTpoB,106 H a c HHM moMce neperoBopK) 060 BceM 3TOM.

A HTO ace ,,npH3biB"? Bbimeji JIH K)6HJieHHbiH HOMep? 51 ero He HMCK>.
KaaceTCfl, HTO B BHiiy HcaocTanca cpeacTB Jiynme cjiejiaTb ,,FIpH3biB"

eyxHede.ibHbiM.107

OneHb Gjiarojiapio Bac 3a KHHry Bamen cynpyrn, , Parmi les blesses".108

HHTepecHaa H oneHb TajiaHTjiHBO HanHcaHHaa

Bam F. FLnexaHOB

13. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

G e n e s , 23 O K T H G P H 1916 r .

FpHropHH AneKceeBHH,
5i ceHHac BH^eji AMdpHTeaTpoBa, K O T O P H H npoe3/ ioM B P O C C H I O , yBHflHTca
H c BaMH. ft CKa3an eMy, HTO O HeMcajieHHOM BbicTyruieHHH HaiueM B
npcano j i a ra io iueHCH ra3eTe He MoaceT 6wTb p e n n . 3 T O eMy He HpaBHTca.
H o B cymHocTH Hauie peiueHHe coBnaj taeT c e r o co6cTBeHHbiM. O H e m e

104 "My God, what will Princess Mar'ia Alekseevna say", the last lines of Griboedev's
play Gore ot uma, was a byword among Russians for timidity induced by fear of what
others might say.
105 S. A. Adrianov, one of the editors of the moderate liberal daily Slovo, published in St
Petersburg in 1906 to 1909. One of the organizers of Russkaia Volia, he had conducted
negotiations with the Prizyv editors in Paris on the terms of their participation.
106 A. V. Amfiteatrov (1862-1938), journalist and novelist who was exiled to Siberia in
1902 for having lampooned the Tsar in one of his works. After emigrating to Paris in 1905,
he later affiliated with the Socialist Revolutionaries. With the outbreak of the war, he
assumed a defensist stance. He returned to Russia in late 1916 to take part in the
establishment of Russkaia Volia. In Russia, on September 28 (15), Gor'kii advised
Korolenko that, according to a telegram from Amfiteatrov to Sytin, Plekhanov had
agreed to collaborate in Russkaia Volia. A few weeks later Gor'kii informed Korolenko
that Plekhanov had telegraphed to deny the rumors concerning his participation. Gor'kii
and Korolenko, Perepiska, op. c i t , p. 80.
107 The anniversary number of Prizyv, twice the normal size, was published on October
1. Thereafter the paper did appear at two-week intervals.
108 Ta t i ana Alexinsky, Parmi les blesses. Carnet de route d 'une aide-doctoresse russe
(Paris, 1916). Publ ished in English under the title With the Russian W o u n d e d (London ;
1916).
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caM He 3HaeT, HTO OH aaenaeT, npnexaB B POCCHIO. MoaceT 6biTb, ocHyeT
opraH. 3 T O ero cjiOBa. B Bnay TaKofi HeonpeaejieHHOCTH nojio-
HTO MOXCM M U CKa3aTb Tenepb, xpoivie Toro, HTO MM nozmep>KHM

ero, no Mepe HauiHx CHJI, ecjiH e\iy y^acTca ocHOBaTb He3aBHCHMbiH
opraH?

CorjiacHTecb, HTO — HHHero. Ho Tax KaK y Hero caMbie JiyHiime Haivie-
peHHa, TO OTBopaHHBaTbca OT Hero, xaK 3TO TOTOB CflenaTb MopflaHCKHH,
6buio 6bi H HecnpaeedAueo u neifeAecoo6pa3Ho e noAumimecKOM omHoutemiu.
O H He 6yaeT HH O(J)(PHUHO3OM, HH noco6HHKOM (co3HaTejibHbiM) 6Hp»eBOH
cneKynauHH. 3 T O n&jxo noMHHTb H oTHocHTbca K Heviy coo6pa3HO c 3THM
ero aKTHBOM. Cnemy nocnaTb nHCbMo, Tax KaK MHe nopa Ha noe3a.

pyKy
Baui T. ITjiexaHOB

P.S. IloBTopHK), Ha/io HMeTb B BHay, HTO y AM(J)HTeaTpoBa ecTb, no nacTH
H3flaTenbCTBa, He oziHa TOJibKO BO3MoacHOCTb. Pa3OH/iflCb c npeAnojiarae-
MOH Tenepb ra3eToB, OH HMeeT BO3MoacHocTb ocHOBaTb apyryKD. C 3TOH
B03MO>KHOCTbio ocHOBaHHH HM He3aBHCHMoro opraHa Heo6xoflHMO CHH-
TaTbca.109

Bam r.n.

14. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 27 Hoa6pa 1916 r.
/JoporoH FpHropHH AneKceeBHH,
IlpocTHTe, HTO H no CHX nop BaM He OTBeTun: a 6bm He3jiopoB, aa n
Tenepb eme He COBCCM onpaBHjica. Ho ayMaeTca MHe, HTO Tenepb yace
6e3ycnoBHO Heo6xoaHMO HanHcaTb BaM B BH/iy HeKOTopbix faits nouveaux.

B Giornale d'ltalia Ha anux noflBunacb KoppecnoH,aeHims H3 IleTpo-
rpaaa, B KOTopoii TOBOPHTCH o HOBOM opraHe, KaK 06 opraHe ITpoTononoBa.
npo(J). FpeflecKyji110 ziojDKeH 6bui BHHTH H3 U.K. KazieTCKOH napTHH B BH^y
npHHa/weacHOCTH CBoefi K ero pcaaKUHOHHOH KOJUierHH. HopaaHCKHH Tene-
rpa<})HpoBaji MHe o TOM, HTO HOBoe n3,aaHHe noBTopaeT npneMbi 3y6a-
TOBa. TyT, noBH/iHMOMy, He/iopa3yMeHHe. O 3y6aTOBCKHx npneMax MO»CHO
roBopHTb, - ecAu MO>KHO, - pa3Be jiHiub B npHMeHeHHH K ,,Pa6oneH

109 Amfiteatrov changed his mind again, and became an editor of Russkaia Volia. W h e n
Plekhanov was advised by friends in Russia tha t the pape r was financed by bank ing
interests, he felt compel led to bow out. Nacha lo (Paris), N o v e m b e r 26, 1916; Gor 'k i i and
Korolenko, Perepiska, p . 80.
110 N . A. Gredeskul (1864-?), jurist and leader of the Kade t Party. H e quit the par ty in
1916.
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r a 3 e T e " , m npoeKTHpoBaHHOH ,,B C(|)epax" (Bbi, HaBepHO, HHTanH o Heft B
ra3eTax). Ho KaK 6 M TaM HH 6bmo, neno H3,aaHHa ra3e™ npHo6peTaeT
BecbMa HenpHHTHbra npHBicyc. ft ayMaio, HTO MM xopoiuo caenajiH, BO3aep-

OT ynacTHH B jxesie, Ha cneT Koroporo caM AM(j)HTeaTpoB
6yaTo, coMHeBaTbca nepea CBOHM orbe3,aoM B POCCHK).

MHe, HTO H Bbi nocTynariH 6bi ocTopoacHee, ecjiH 6bi, noKa HTO, ocTanHCb B
expectative. Tenepb eme He no3,nHO, ayMaeTca MHe, oTKJioHHTb HeMe.a-
jieHHoe ynacTHe. Eoiocb, HTO B H no^caneeTe noTOM, ecjiH nocTynHTe HHane.
IlpocTHTe, HTO aaio BaM 3TOT coBeT, H noBepbTe, HTO aejiaio 3TO e^HHCTBeH-
HO H3 pacnojio»eHHfl K BaM, KaK K o^HOMy H3 caMbix TajiaHTjiHBbix pyccKHx

o ny6jiHUHCTHKe. B nocneziHeM HOMepe ,,npH3biBa" He 6buio
Bauieii CTaTbH. 3 T O oneHb acairb. ,,IlpH3biB" oneHb MHoro noTepaeT, ecuH Bbi
nepecTaHeTe nncaTb B HCM. J\a H He BHacy a jyia 3Toro ocHOBaHHH. Pa3HO-
nnacHfl no Bonpocy 06 ynacTHH B ra3eTe He HacTOUbKO Ba»HO, HTO6M CTOHJIO
pacxoflHTbca H3 3a Hero, u s

ECJIH Bauia cynpyra y»ce npnexajia, nepeaaHTe en MOH npHBeT H CKaacHTe,
HTO a c BejiHHaHiiiHM yaoBOJibCTBHeM nponeji ee onepKH, Hpe3BbinaHHo

H HCKpeHHoe npoH3BeaeHHe.

BaM F. IlnexaHOB

15. PLEKHANOV TO HIS DAUGHTER EVGENIIA AND HER HUSBAND

San Remo, ce 31 decembre 1916.
Mes chers enfants,
Nous venons de vous envoyer une depeche; maintenant je veux vous parler
moins brievement.

Ma sante a, tout l'automne, ete tres mauvaise. C'est ennuyent, mais c'est
comme-9a, et il faut prendre les choses comme elles sont. Esperons que,
dorenavant, cela ira mieux.

Maman souffre un peu a la suite d'une chute qu'elle a faite, car il regne
ici, des six heures du soir une obscurite complete. II parait qu'il lui est arrive

111 Rabochaia Gazeta, a daily published in St Petersburg 1906-08, was ostensibly the
organ of "The Independent Social Workers' Party". In reality, it was run by an agent of S.
V. Zubatov (1863-1917), the well-known architect of police socialism.
112 Aleksinskii failed to take Plekhanov's advice, and this precipitated a crisis in Prizyv.
His collaboration in a publication associated with Protopopov was intolerable, as Avk-
sent'ev, one of the most important of the Prizyv editors, had blasted Protopopov in Prizyv,
No 53 (October 28, 1916), for his irresponsibility vis-a-vis his party and the Progressive
Bloc, and his apparent solidarity with the reactionary cabinet.
113 Aleksinskii's last contribution appeared in No 55 (December 2).
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la meme chose qu'a toi, Genia. Tu ne nous a pas parle de ton accident.
Dis-nous, au moins, comment tu vas a present.

Pour ce qui est du passe, j'ai, durant toute la guerre, beaucoup admire
l'activite de Georges114 et j'en ai ete fier. Par sa propagande il a rendu un
veritable service a l'entente. Je voudrais bien qu'il m'6crive de temps en
temps pour me dire ce qu'il pense de la situation. Je suppose qu'il est du
meme avis que moi quant aux propositions allemandes, comme a celles de
Wilson et du conseil federal suisse. Nous ne pouvons point entrer en
pourparlers avec un ennemi qui foule notre sol.115 Georges n'est pas un
jacobin, mais il approuvera cette forte parole de la Convention.

Je pense venir a Paris pour la conference des socialistes des pays allies.116

Comme elle aura lieu au mois de mars, je vous reverrai dans deux mois. Je
vous dis en v£rite que j'en serai tres heureux.

Genia, vois-tu mes amis russes? As-tu rencontre Alexinsky? Que dit-il de
la «Rousskai'a Vola»? Vous savez, peut-etre, qu'on m'a passablement em-
bete avec ce journal. Amphitheatroff m'a telegraphie que Pourichke"vitch
en attaquant son journal dans un discours a la Douma, a abuse de mon
nom. Je ne sais pas jusqu'a present en quoi consistait cet abus.117 Le
reproche qu'on fait a la Rousskai'a Vola se reduit a ceci: on pretend que ce
sera le journal officieux du ministere de l'lnterieur (Protopopoff). Natu-
rellement, je ne puis pas etre un publiciste officieux, mais il me semble que
la Rousskaia Vola ait et6 calomnie\ Qui vivra, verra.

Et voici un fait assez piquant pour terminer. Les prisonniers russes
evades d'Allemagne racontent que, dans les camps de concentration, on
distribue une brochure russe dirigee contre moi. Quand j'ai appris cela, j'ai

114 Georges Batault, see note 49.
115 The German government on December 12 had asked the United States to inform the
Entente governments that the Central Powers were prepared to negotiate peace, though
no terms were stated. On December 18, President Wilson suggested that the belligerents
state their terms, and offered to assist in the inauguration of negotiations. The Swiss
Federal Council on December 23 sent all the belligerents a note enthusiastically sup-
porting Wilson's initiative. All three documents are printed in Papers Relating to the
Foreign Affairs of the United States, 1916, Supplement (Washington, 1929), pp. 94,
97-99,117.
116 The conference treated at some length in No 11. Originally scheduled for January, it
was put off to March, 1917.
117 V. M. Purishkevich (1870-1920), a founder of the reactionary Union of the Russian
People, was a member of the Second, Third and Fourth Dumas, and a participant in the
assassination of Rasputin in December 1916. In the course of a long rambling speech in
the Duma on November 19, he charged that Protopopov's projected paper was financed
by German funds. He declared that efforts had been made to secure the collaboration of
Leonid Andreev, Gor'kii and Korolenko, but did not mention Plekhanov, abusively or
otherwise. Gosudarstvennaia Duma, Stenograficheskii otchet, Chetvertyi sozyv, Sessiia
V, Zasedanie 6, November 19, 1916, pp. 28Iff.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020859000007215 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020859000007215


364 DOCUMENTS

et6 tres touche par cette attention du gouvernement allemand. La bro-
chure, qui est entre les mains d'un de mes amis, est ecrite par un certain
Parvus.118

Je vous embrasse bien et vous prie de transmettre mes meilleurs souhaits
a la famille de Georges.

Bien a vous
G. Plekhanoff

Bon souhaits et touts mes amities & a bientot.
Lydie

Cher Georges, en m'associant a toutes les bonnes choses que Vous a dit
mon mari, je Vous remercie infiniment pour Votre charmante lettre. Nous
sommes heureux de Vous savoir si unis et si heureux avec Genia que nous
aimons plus que notre vie. Sante, courage et bonheur!

Votre mere affectionnee
Rosalie Plekhanoff

16. PLEKHANOV TO THE EDITORS OF PRIZYV

CaH PeMO, 4-ro HHBapa 1917 r.
Aoporae TOBapHiiiH,
5\ He3,aopoB H noTOMy nonpociin MOK> aceHy HanncaTb BaM 3TO
nOfl MOK> iJHKTOBKy.

.H He coBceM noHan CMWCJI imceM T.T. Jle6ezieBa H JIio6HM0Ba.
H3 HHX nHUieT, HTO Tenepb CymeCTBOBaHHe ,,IlpH3bIBa" 3aBHCHT OT
B KaxoM CMbicne? ECJIH B M ayMaeTe, HTO a Bbifiay H3 peaaicuHH, pa3
OHa He corjiacHTCH c MOHM MHCHHCM O aejie T. AjieKCHHCKoro, TO B H
ouiH6aeTecb. i l BO BCHKOM cnynae noflHHHiocb flHcuHiuiHHe Hamero
UHOHHoro Kpyxcica. 3HanHT, ocTaeTca rojiocoBaTb Bonpoc 06
T. AjieKCHHCKoro H nocTynHTb coo6pa3HO MHCHHK) 6o^biiiHHCTBa.119 Ho

118 From the beginning of the war, the Germans had permitted the internationalist Golos
and its SR counterpart Mysl', as well as Bolshevik literature, to reach Russian prisoners of
war. Parvus had assailed Plekhanov for his "nationalist-chauvinist" position within
months of the war's outbreak. See Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 135,
138; Aleksinskii, "O provokatsii", in: Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 3, pp. 60-61. It is thus
entirely credible that the Germans would have distributed a Parvus brochure against
Plekhanov and defensism, but I have not located it.
119 The editors of Prizyv demanded that Aleksinskii withdraw from participation in
Russkaia Volia or be dropped from the board of Prizyv. They were no doubt
strengthened in their resolve by the insistence of a group of Zurich supporters of Prizyv
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npoK/ie neM Bu GyjieTe rojiocoBaTb, no3BOJibTe MHe BbiCKa3aTb CBOH CO-
o6pa»eHHfl npoTHB yjibTHMaTyMa.

Koiria M H npecjieayeM KaKyio HH6y^b uejib, MM aojixcHbi npHHecHTb eft B
acepTBy BTopocTeneHHbie H TpeTbecTeneHHbie nacTHoc™. B aaHHOM cny-
nae Hauia uenb ecTb nponaraHjia H3BecTHoro B3nia,aa Ha nojioaceHHe,
co3flaHHoe BOHHOH. B cpaBHeHHe c STOH uejibio ynacTHe T. AjieKCHHCKoro
B ,,PyccKOH Bane" ecTb HMCHHO BTopocTeneHHaa nacTHOCTb. R corjiaceH,
HTO 3Ta nacTHocTb npHHocHT HaM HeKOTopbie Heyao6cTBa. Ho HecpaB-
HeHHO 6ojibiue Heyao6cTB npHHeceT HaM pa3pbiB c T. AJICKCHHCKHM. fl
6e3 yacaca H noziyMaTb He Mory o TOM, KaK HenpHaTHO H3yMHT OH CO-
nyBCTByiomHe HaM icpyrH MeacayHapoaHOH couHaji-aeMOKpaTHH. Encore
une scission!

Ejiarcaapfl 3TOMy H3yMJieHHK> 3HaHHTejibHo yMeHbixiHTca Haul y^ejibHUH
Bee Ha npeflCToameH KoH^epeHUHH counajiHCTOB COK>3HMX CTpaH. H o
KaK 6bi TaM HH 6buio, pa3 Bbi peuiHUH npeaiflBHTb CBOH yjibTHMaTyM
AjieKCHHCKOMy - npeziiHBJiHHTe: a H3 3a 3Toro He yfiay.

O TOJIbKO, HTO MHe H3BCCTHO BCe TO, HTO rOBOpHHOCb B ne-
o ,,PyccKoft Bone", H a no CHX nop He y6ejKaeu, HTO Ha Hee He

. Bac cMymaeT nHCbMo HopaaHCKoro. H o Mop^aHCKHH co CTpa-
XOM H co»caneHHeM roBopHJi MHe o TOM, HTO MM B HameM MaHH(})ecTe
BbicKa3ajiHCb npoTHB BcnbimeK. OH mootce 6OMACH cyda o6mecmeeHHozo
MHemiH no 3moMy noeody.a B TaKHx cnynaax. Boa3Hb o6mecTBeHHoro MHeHHa

ero HanenaTaTb npoTHB Hac CTaTbio Po»CKOBa. ripaB^a, Hop-
HanenaTaji CBOK> aHTHKpHTHKy. O^HaKO, BcnoMHHTe, HTO OHa 6buia

o3arjiaBJieHa o HaKa3aHHH Kamopeou npecTynHHKa, KOToporo oieayeT
TOJibKO cocnanib HO nocejieuue: ,,CJIHUJKOM CTporHH npHroBop". Boa3Hb
o6mecTBeHHoro MHeHHa noMeuiana HopaaHCKOMy 3aaBHTb o nojiHofi CBoefi
COJIH^apHOCTH C HaMH.1 2 0

HTO >Ke KacaeTca ynacTHa 6aHKOB, B Tex npoMbimneHHbix npejinpHaTHax,
KOTopbie nozuepacHBaioT ,,PyccKyK) BOJIIO", TO a He noHHMaio, OTHero
,,3KOHOMHCT" PyccKHx BezioMOCTeH H3o6pa*aeT ero, KaK HCHTO noHTH

npecTynHoe.121 TaKoe ynacTHe ecTb oTjiHHHTenbHaa nepTa noHTH Bcex

a words missing

that Aleksinskii be expelled from the editorial board. Senn, The Russian Revolution in
Switzerland, p. 220.
120 In his article "Politicheskie zametki", in: Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, N o 10, pp.
196-200, Iordanskii reproduced the public letter ment ioned above, p. 327. N o 12 (pp.
159-61) carried a critique of the letter, "Vozzvanie oborontsev", by the historian and
Social Democrat N . I. Rozhkov (1868-1927). Immediately following Rozhkov's piece,
Iordanskii set down a cogent critique of Rozhkov under the title "Slishkom strogaia
kritika", but it evidently did not go as far as Plekhanov wished.
121 An article in Russkie Vedomosti , November 29, 1916, by A. Maksimov (not Eko-
nomist) entitled "Ch ' ia gazeta", reports a denial by Protopopov that the projected
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6onee HOBbix OTpacnen npoMbiuuieHHocTH IIOHTH BO Bcex 6ojiee
KanHTanHCTHHecKHX CTpaHax. (FepiviaHCKaa npoMbimneHHOCTb B OTJIHHHC OT
(hpaHuy3CKOH oneHb MHorHM o6a3aHa TaKOMy ynacTHio). FIpoTHB ,,PyccKofi
BOJIH" roBopHT noxa TOUbKO eo3MO3KHocmb Toro, HTO OHa neznacHO a-
BJiaeTca opraHOM IlpoTononoBa. 3anax O(J)({)HHHO3OB ana Hac HeBbiHOCHM.
Ho nodo3pehue eme He ecTb yeepeHHOcmb. A HTO ecjiH noao3peHHe OKaaceTca

? Bonpoc STOT peniHTca oneHb CKopo - coflepacaHHeM
, nenaTaeMbix B , ,P .B." H, TaK KaK OH peuiHTca onem. CKopo, HCT

Haflo6HOCTH CneiUHTb C HaillHMH peilieHHaMH OTHOCHTejlbHO TOBapHIUefi,

ynacTByioinHx B Ha3BaHHoft ra3eTe: MoaceT 6biTb, OHH caMH yii^yT H3 Hee,
03HaK0MHBiiiHCb c nepBbiM ace aecaTKOM ee HOMepoB.

51 coBeTOBan 6bi HanenaTaTb, HTO peaaKUHa ,,IlpH3biBa" nocTaHOBHjia
6oJlbIlIHHCTBOM CTOJlbKHX TO TOJ1OCOB npOTHB OflHOrO, HTO ee HJieHaM

cricayeT BO3aep»caTbca OT ynacraa B ,,PyccKofi Bojie" RO oKOHHaTejibHoro
BbiacHeHHa xapaKTepa 3Toro H3flaHHa. Koraa STO 6y/ieT HanenaTaHO, TO
BcaKOMy CTaHeT acHO, HTO AJICKCHHCKHH H 6bin TeM HJICHOM

KOTopbiH rojiocoBan npoTHB ee nocTaHOBJieHHa H He Haiueji HyacHbiM
nOflHHHHTbCa.122 BcaKHH OUeHHT 3TO, COHiaCHO CBOHM C06CTBeHHbIM
noHaTHeM o aHcuHiuiHHe. 3 T O aocTaTOHHO. Ho eme pa3 - a noxiHHHaiocb
BameMy peuieHHio, npoca 06 OZIHOM: H3^aBaHTe ,,npH3WB", ecjiH ecTb
Ha STO MaTepHanbHaa BO3MoacHOCTb. ${ nponen CTaTbio T. ABKceHTbeBa H,
xoTa CMOTpio Ha Bonpoc o MHPHMX npeanoaceHHax FepMaHHH COBCCM
HHane, oaHaKO rojiocyK) 3a ee noMemeHHe.123 Hy»HO TOJibKO oroBopHTb,
HTO HeKOTopwe apyrne HJICHH peaaicuHH ayMaroT HHane H HTO OHH Toace

CBoe MHCHHC M H C xoTenocb 6bi 3HaTb, noJiynnjiH JIH MOH
(T.T. Jle6eaeB H JIK>6HMOB) H MOW CTaTbio o pa3HonnacHax Meac/iy

HTajIbSHCKHMH COUHajlHCTaMH.124 H3BeCTHTe MeHa 0 6 3T0M.

^CMy BaM pyKH
Baui P. FLnexaHOB

newspaper is supported by banks, together with his admission that it has the support of a
number of large industrial enterprises, whose names he listed. To Maksimov, it made
little difference whether banks or industrial enterprises were the backers, and he doubted
that this would be a democratic organ despite the participation of Amfiteatrov.
122 A note on the last page of Prizyv, N o 58 ( January 25, 1917), announced: "Beginning
with this n u m b e r , G . A. Aleksinskii no longer part icipates in Prizyv's editorial board . "
123 Avksent 'ev 's article " O mire" , in: Prizyv, N o 57 (December 30,1916), reported on the
recent rash of peace initiatives. Though he had reservations about the sincerity of the
G e r m a n proposal , he urged tha t both sides be pressed to disclose their war aims, in accord
with Wilson 's suggestion. In " N a k a n u n e " , in: Prizyv, N o 60 (March 31,1917), Plekhanov
elaborated his objections to those w h o m he thought too trusting of the Ge rmans .
124 P lekhanov 's "Raznoglas ie v i tal ' ianskom lager Ts immerval 'd-KintaPtsev" appeared
in Prizyv, N o 58.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020859000007215 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020859000007215


DOCUMENTS 367

P.S. nncbMo Moe 3TO 6buio npoaHKTOBaHo MKOK) BHepa BenepoM. CeroaHa
nepezi OTnpaBKOK) Ha noHTy, a xony npH6aBHTb eme HecKOJibKO CJIOB.
1. JIHHHO H, BepoHTHO, He CTan 6w nncaTb B ,,PyccKOH Bone", flaace B
TOM cnynae, ecjiH 6bi oHa 0Ka3ajiacb BnojiHe He3aBHCHMOH H oneHb npo-
rpeccHBHbiM opraHOM. MeHa OTTanKHBaeT AM(})HTeaTpoBCKaa MaHepa
Bep6oBaTb coTpyflHHKOB, - a rjiaBHoe, - HenpaBmibHoe H3o6paaceHHe
npouecca TaKOH Bep6oBKH: B FlapHace AM(j)HTeaTpoB HaroBopim MHoro
TaKoro, nero HHKoraa He 6biBano. Ho Bce-TaKH a CHHTaio HyacHbiM no.no-
Hc^aTb co6biTHH H He cocTaanaTb ce6e menepb ace, OKOHnaTenbHoe MHeHHe o
,,PyccKofl Bojie".
2. ,,FlpH3biB" He c,aejian eme H nojiOBHHbi Toro, HTO MoaceT caenaTb. EMy
npe^CTOHT HrpaTb HeManoBaacHyio ponb npu 3aioiK)HeHHH MHpa H nocAe
3aKiiK)HeHHa MHpa OH npHro^HTca, xaK opean npoKAadbiecnoufuit nyntb dnn
odbeduHenuM ecex CUA pyccxoso cotfuaAU3Ma. Benb 3TO 3aaana orpoMHOH
HCTOpHHeCKOH Ba)KHOCTH. MTaK, npOflOJl^aHTe H3aaBaTb ,,IlpH3bIB", He-
CMOTpa Ha pacxoHc^eHHa c TOB. AJTCKCHHCKHM. 5i 6yay pa6oTaTb ana Hero
ycepaHee, neM npe)Kzie.

r.n.
Eme OAHO. T O B . ABKceHTbeB roBopun o 3aHaTHH HeMuaMH
6ejibrHHCKHx, (J)paHiiy3CKHx, nojibCKHx, JIHTOBCKHX H jxp. H o OH 3a6biBaeT
o MecTHOCTax 3anadH0u Pycu.125 Meacay TCM ,,PyccKHH IlpH3biB"
3a6bIBaTb O HHX.

Ilpomy T. JIe6efleBa nepe^aTb T. Jlio6HMOBy MOW npocb6y
ana MeHa B cnoBape BpoKray3a H 3(J)poHa cnpaBKy 06 3THorpa4)HHecKOM
cocTaBe HacejieHHa B ry6epHHax BHJICHCKOH, TpoaeHCKOH H KOBCHCKOH.

MHC Hy*Hbi TOHHbie u,H(J>pbi.

r.n.
CeiiHac nojiynmi nncbMO TOB. ABKceHTbeBa. PI rojiocyio npoTHB Bcex
Tex nyHKTOB, KOTopue Bbi peiumiH npH6aBHTb K Bameft pe30JiiouHH.
MO HopaaHCKoro, nojiyneHHoe T. ABKceHTbeBbiM, He CMyTHT MeHa
KHMH xapaKTepHCTHKaMH B BHfly TOH xapaKTepHCTHKH T. HopflaHCKoro, KO-
Topyio a aaji Bbiuie. H o c STHM aenoM Ha^o Tax HJIH HHane noKOHHHTb:
OHO Meiuaempadomamb. Tojiocyio npoTHB ao6aBjieHHH H npomy npH6aBHjb,
HTO npH roJiocoBaHHH npoTHB HHX 6bu nodaH oduu ZOAOC. Ho, noBTO-
paio, B TpeTHH pa3: pe3oiiK)UHa aaace B HOBOM BHfle (c y'Ka3anueM mozo,
mno e pedaKifuu 6buu Awdu ee omeepeaeiuue) He flOJDKHa MemaTb

,,FIpH3bIBa".

125 In the article "O mire".
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17. PLEKHANOV TO JULES GUESDE

San Remo, le 16 fevrier 1917
Mon cher Guesde,
Vous avez sans doute appris par les journaux l'arrestation a Petrograde de
onze ouvriers, membres des comit6s industriels de guerre.126

C'est la une nouvelle fort peu rejouissante pour nous, encore que de
semblables coups soient malheureusement toujours a attendre de notre
gouvernement.

En effet, s'il arrete de temps a autre quelques «deTaitistes», il ne manque
jamais d'arreter et en grand nombre ceux qui travaillent sincerement a la
defense nationale. C'est ainsi qu'il comprend l'Union Sacree.

II est probable que les personnes arretdes sont Gvosdeffa 127 et ses
camarades. Or Gvosdeffa est le veritable chef du proletariat russe travail-
lant a la defense nationale. Son influence sur les ouvriers est immense et il
a su toujours avec le plus grand succes, tenir tete aux zimmervaldiens.
L'impression que peut causer son arrestation parmi les ouvriers, vous
l'imaginez sans peine.128 Vous pensez bien que la propagande zimmerval-
dienne n'y perdra rien.

II me semble, que les gouvernements allies devraient deconseiller au
gouvernement msse de continuer cette politique qui nous menera a une
catastrophe. Si vous voyez le President de la Republique, parlez lui de tout
cela. II trouvera, peut-etre, un moyen d'agir immediatement sur le Czar,
qui probablement ne sait meme pas les persecutions dont nos ouvriers sont
l'objet de la part de nos reacs.129

Bien a Vs G.P.

a copy Grosdeff

126 The members of the worker group of the Central W a r Industries Commit tee were
arrested January 29, 1917 (OS). It had been seated a little over a year earlier, on
December 3, 1915.
127 K. A. Gvozdev , a rai l road worker and Menshevik, headed the workers g roup of the
W a r Industr ies Commi t t ee . H e was one of those arrested in J a n u a r y 1917. After the
over throw of the Tsar, he became a m e m b e r of the Executive Commit tee of the Petrograd
Soviet, and he was Minister of Labor in the last Provisional G o v e r n m e n t coalition.
128 T h e arrest of the worker g roup touched off massive strikes, which may be thought of
as the pre lude to the February upheaval .
129 In his diary the French ambassador in Petrograd mentions the arrest of the worker
group, but says nothing during the following weeks of instructions from his government
to take the mat ter up with the Tsar. See Paleologue, An Ambassador ' s Memoirs, op. cit.,
I l l , pp . 19If.
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PS. Je peux venir prochainement a Paris pour la conference.130 Soyez assez
bon pour faire en sorte qu'on donne des ordres au consulat francais de
Vintimille affin qu'on nous laisse passer ma femme et moi sans encombre.

18. R. M. PLEKHANOVA AND G. V. PLEKHANOV TO THEIR DAUGHTERS

[Tsarksoe Selo] le 29 Mai 1917 [OS]
a Mes cheres et adorees enfants
Voila deux mois et demi que nous avons quitte San-Remo et Paris et il nous
semble qu'il s'est ecoule un siecle. Nous etions tres occupes, tres tirailles,
nous avons beaucoup vecu, nous avons eprouves toutes sortes d'impres-
sions bonnes et mauvaises et malgre cette vie intense, nous ne pouvons pas
nous consuler de votre absence, de notre separation et ne revons qu'une
chose: c'est de vous revoir, vous serrer contre notre poitrine. Nous espe-
rions, Lydie, que tu arrivera avec Mm Lounkevitch et les Krapotkine. C'est
dommage que tu ne sois pas saisi cette occasion.131 Mais tu auras encore
des camarades de voyage. Pars seulement dans des bonnes conditions.
Adresses toi a Mr Thomas. II arrangera ton depart avec une mission
francaise ou autre. Ne t'hasarde pas sur un bateau de commerce ou simple
bateau des passagers. Je t'ai deja ecrit dans la lettre envoyee par Mme

Lafon, qu'il faut aporter des habits d'hiver et d'ete des bas de coton et de
laine en abondance, car ici tout est hors de prix; je voudrais que tu aporte 2
camusoles Jagger ou imitations pour papa. La taille de Georges Batault
irait bien p. papa; aussi de l'etoffe pour 3-4 blouses ou des blouses faites
par les couturiers de Genia. Vous savez a peu pres ma mesure. II faut
aporter tous les instruments de medecine et chirurgie (stetoscopes, appa-
reils p. l'ex. de la pression sanguine et autres). Ici c'est inabordable; aussi
du linge: 24 draps; 36 serviette de toilette; 24 a 36 serviettes de table;
tabliers de bonnes (choisir les meilleurs). Pour nous installer pour l'hiver il
faut du linge et le linge est de prix. C'est plus avantageux de payer a Mlle

Guddin Taller et retour a Paris de San-Remo pour qu'elle aporte tous 5a
que d'acheter ici. Pour finir de parler des affaires je vous rapelle qu'il faut
payer les assurances de Londres et l'Urbaine. Mieux payer une annee
entiere a chaque assurance et nous debarasses. J'ai laisse a Genia 900 Lires;

a in Plekhanova's hand

130 He did not, for after having been put off from January to March 1917, the projected
conference of socialists of the allied nations was then postponed indefinitely.
131 Lydie was to have accompanied her parents to Russia in early April, but because of
her health it was decided that she should remain in San Remo, and come later in the
spring. R. M. Plekhanova to Lydie, London, April 2, 1917, Plekhanov Archive, Box 10.
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ajoutez ce qu'il faut et payez avant ton depart.
A prdsent sur notre sante et nos affaires: La sante de papa n'est pas du

tout bien: il a de la peine a se d6barrasser de la grippe attrapee a Londres.
II y a dans sa sante de haut et des bas, mais le mal, helas! predomine. Et
pourtant la besogne presse. Quoiqu'il a refuse le poste de ministre, comme
je vous aiecrit dans ma derniere lettre; mais redacteur du «E/IHHCTBO» et
comme directeur spirituel d'une grande partie de notre peuple et notre
opinion publique, il est terriblement occupe et 9a fait piti6 de le voir
pendant la fievre ou a la table a ecrire ou a recevoir le mond nombreux et
varie qui vient lui parler, le consulter etc. De temps en temps il parle devant
des grandes assemblies, mais sa sante ne lui permet pas de faire 5a regu-
Ii6rement. II y a 10 jours il a parle devant un auditoire de 10,000 person-
nes. . .132 II a parld durant 2 heures et tres bien, mais il a pris froid a son
retour et a eu de la fievre pendant plusieurs jours et meme a presenta il fait
de 37,6-7 chaque soir. C'est bien triste.. . C'est une veritable tragedie cette
force physique limitee, alors que les regards de toute la Russie sont tournes
vers lui. «E^HHCTBO» notre journal a un grand succes. Papa rec,oit des
adherents et compliments de tous les cotes. En general, helas! le temps est
encore tres inquietant, tres trouble, l'armee encore bien desorganisSe, mais
nous esperons que 9a s'arrangera. II y a deja des signes d'amelioration; par
exemple, la farine arrive ces derniers jours en abondance a Petrograd. ..
l'armee ne manque de rien. Le moral dans plusieurs sections du front est
excellent. .. Enfin l'horizon qui etait tres sombre s'eclaircit et nous
commenc,ons a esperer que notre liberte sortira victorieuse de toutes les
epreuves. Les «leninzi» perdent du terrain et de la popularit6.

Mes chers enfants, ecrivez nous des lettres; elles arriveront tard mais
arriveront quand meme. J'ai re9u une charmante lettre de Mlle Oulman et
une aussi charmante de Mme Pallandier.

Si vous saviez, comme nous nous ennyons sans vous. Nous nous conso-
lons a l'idee que bientot Genia pourra venir nous voir avec Georges.

Nous sommes installes a Zarskoe Selo tres bien. J'ai loue pour 4 mois un
joli appartement meubld. Notre adresse est:

Nizky Boulvar
HH3KHH GyjibBapb a. 8 KB. 4

a uncertain reading

132 The only speech Plekhanov made in the month of May that is printed in God na
rodine (I, pp. 89-93) was to a Congress of Delegates from the Front, an assemblage not
likely to have numbered 10,000. A speech he gave June 19 on the Kazan Square, to mark
the launching of a Russian offensive, was heard by a very large crowd. Ibid., pp. 219-20.
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C'est un app. au dessus de l'appart. des Belinky qui sont tres gentils avec
nous. II faut aporter a Mm Bel. la liste d'affaires que j'ai envoye avec Mm

Lafon.
Le porter de cette lettre est un ami a nous, Mr Svatikoff,133 un conside-

rable personnage dans le gouvernement revolutionnaire. Recevez le bien.
II est tres gentil et nous rend des grands services.

Je vous embrasse tous les trois tendrement.

a Mes cheres enfants, il y a longtemps que nous n'avons point de vos
nouvelles. Ecrivez maintenant. Nous pensons toujours a vous et nous vous
aimons plus que jamais. Quand est-ce que nous vous reverrons? Vous nous
manquez beaucoup. Ecrivez le plus vite possible. Salut a Georges.

Bien a vous.
G.P.

19. R. M. PLEKHANOVA TO HER DAUGHTERS

le 28 Novembr [1917 (OS)] Petrograd
Mes chers enfants,
je Vous ai ecrit plusieurs fois depuis le mois de Juillet: avec Tarle;134 avec
un camarade-aviateur qui se rendait avec la mission russe en France; par
l'intermediaire de Lihoff avec Diamandi etc. .. nous attendions Lydie
avec impatience. Notre chagrin de ne pas la voir venir avec la famille
Destree etait immense .. . mais c'etait notr faute a nous: nous avons voulu
eviter a Lydie les emotions de la guerre civile. Mais nous avons emis une
chose: c'est que la guerre civile sera permanente durant un temps plus ou
moins longue jusque nous aurons un gouvernement stable et etre separe
durant tous ce temps de Vous, nos enfants cheris, 9a serait penible pour
nous et Vous. D'un autr cote la vie, quoique tres emouvante et emotion-
nante est en meme temps tres interessante. Etre temoin de cette epoque

a in Plekhanov's hand

133 P. S. Sviatikov, deputy chief of the Provisional Administrat ion for Police Affairs and
Security of Person and Property, was ordered abroad on business by the Provisional
Government in early June . Vestnik Vremennogo Pravitel'sta, June 2, 1917.
134 E. V. Tarle (1875-1955), Russian historian of France, did not initially support the
Bolshevik Revolution. Indicative of his earlier relations with Plekhanov is his letter of
1913 printed in Filosofsko-literaturnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova, II, p . 286. Plekhanov
wrote appreciatively of Tarle's work in his History of Russian Social Thought ,
Sochineniia, XX, p. I l l , note. G. Diamandy, a Rumanian by origin, studied in France,
became a radical s tudent leader, a fervent supporter of Guesde, and an acquaintance of
Plekhanov.
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presente un haut interet et prendre part dans la guerison morale et intel-
lectuel de notre pauvre peuple — est une tache noble et grande. En me
guidant de ces considerations j'ai telegraphie a Lydie qu'elle vienne avec la
premiere bonne occasion. Elle n'est pas venu; 9a veut dire qu'elle n'a pas
trouve" d'occasion assez bonne. A present les temps sont encore plus trou-
bles, l'orage et la tempete grondent, nous vivons comme sur un vulcan,
mais on vit, on s'habitue a tout et nous ne disons pas a chere Lydie de ne
pas venir. Qu'elle fasse comme elle veut. Qu'elle pese tout et qu'elle decide
elle meme. Quand a nous nous serons ires heureux de l'avoir ici pres de
nous.

En tous cas si Lydie se decide de venir il faudra qu'elle s'embarque avec
des gens surs.

Ces lignes ont deja etd ecrites, quand une belle vision en forme d'officier
franc.ais a fait rupture dans notre chambr d'hopital et nous a vite remis une
lettre et disparu. Cette lettre est de Georges, qui recommande a papa le
cam. P. et nous ecrit quelques mots sur Votre sante et la decision de Lydie
de remettre son depart a un temps ulterieur, quand les conditions seront
meilleures. Vous avez raison, mes enfants. Chere Lydie ne te desole pas,
trouve en attendant une occupation et remets ton voyage qui, entrepris a
present, peut etre ires accidente. Attendons un temps meilleur, il ne va pas
tarder, nous croyons. Travaille et sois courageuse, ma Lydie adoree. Nous
parlons avec papa tres souvent de vous et revons de nous trouver tous
ensemble.

A present quelques mots de notr vie. Vous savez que nous habitions
durant plusieurs mois Zarskoe". Nous etions bien la bas. Le climat et l'air
sont meilleurs qu'a Petrograd. Papa se sentait relativement bien, quoique,
il avait souvent de la fievre et les dernieres trois semaines il gardait de lit
(presque) a de Sirotinine135 et Lihoff qui venaient le voir de temps en
temps. Mais il travaillait toujours. Grace au repos au lit, la fievre com-
menc,ait a ceder, son etat commenc,ait a s'ameliorer; il se sentait plus fort,
l'appetit renaissait, les nuits etaient meilleures et j'esperais que son etat
nous permettra bientot de partir au sud: en Caucase, ou nous conseillait de
nous rendre Sirotinine. Mais, helas! Tout s'est gate, grace aux evenements
du 25 Octobre. La terreur a commence a sevir, le voyage en chemin de fer
avec un malade est devenu impossible quoique toute protection nous a ete
promise. Arrivent les tragique journees 30-31 Oct.; battaille a la porte de
Zarskoe", entre les cosacks d'un cote et le proletariat peterbourgien et les

a two illegible words

135 Academician V. N. Sirotinin, the senior physician at the French hospital in Petrograd,
which Plekhanov entered in November 1917. R. M. Plekhanova, God na rodine, p. 4.
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matelos baltiques de l'autre cote — victoire des derniers et Zarskoe a ete
inonde du peuple vainqueur sur leurs freres cosaques. Fatigues et farou-
ches, ils ont perquisitionnes dans plusieurs maisons de Zarskoe, en cher-
chant d'ennemis caches, des armes.. . On a perquisitionne partout: chez
Belinqui, chez la proprietaire de la villa habitue par nous. On est venu chez
nous aussi, helas! Malgre les assurances de nos camarades et amis, que
jamais on osera venir cheza papa — votre papa, n'etant pas optimiste, etait
sur que si on vienne, on ne fera pas de distinction — car ce n'etait pas avec
des gens conscients, qu'on avait affaire, mais avec un peuple inconscient
pour lequel le nom de Plekhanoff ne dit pas grande grande chose. .. II
n'ont jamais rien lu sauf la mauvaise litterature des bolchevikis et ne sont
imbus que de leurs devises simplistes. Ils voient des contre-revolutionnai-
res partout meme chez leur meilleurs amis. Ce sont de jeunes gens dans la
plupart sinceres, ayant le feu sacre et il faut les pardonner, car ils ne savent
pas ce qu'ils font. Ainsi.quand j'ai dit «ripHuijiH», papa a compris.

Papa etait etendu au lit. C'etait dans l'apres midi, vers les 3 h. En
premier, sont venus un soldat, un matelot, — jeune, bien fait, avec belle
figure, mais celle ci, helas! ne promettait rien de bon, — et un jeune
adolescent de 16-17 ans de la garde-rouge. Ou est le patron? — II est
malade, au lit. — Que voulez vous? — II nous faut le patron. — Nous
sommes venus chercher des armes. — Mais nous n'avons pas des armes et le
patron est malade. Attendez ici, je vais le prevenir. — Non, nous devons le
voir et m'ecartant de la main ces visiteurs se dirigent vers la porte de la
chambre a coucher. Je prends l'avance et je previens papa de 1 arrivee. Je
puis seulement dire: «npHiunH». Papa a compris de qui il s'agit, car on
s'attendait a Zarskoe Sielo a ces visites. — Ils sont entres dans la chambre a
coucher. Nous sommes venus chercher des armes! — Nous n'en n'avons
pas. — Ils repondent: nous savons, que Vous avez. — Alors, cherchez.
J'ouvre l'armoire, ton panier, Lydie, encore plein avec les affaires envoyees
de Paris... Ils ne cherchent rien, regardent autour et n'osent pas tou-
cher. . . Un coup a la porte. Je sors. Encore un matelot, plus age celui ci,
farouche, revolver a la main! De nouveau: ou est le patron — il me le faut!
— II est malade! Nous sommes aussi malades! Donnez les armes. Nous
avons deja dit, que nous n'avons pas d'armes. — Vous en avez et si vous ne
les rendez pas je vous tue sur place. Moi je commence a m'emporter, mais
papa avec sa methode socratique: — Tuer un homme par le temps qui court
— c'est une chose facile mais des armes vous ne trouverez pas, car je n'en ai
pas. Le matelot farouche se calme. Le petit de la garde-rouge a l'air
penaud. II demande avec un sourire aimable. — Vous etes un ministre?

a uncertain reading
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Papa repond: non, je ne suis pas un ministre. — Alors, vous etes un membre
de la Douma? Papa: non, je ne suis pas un membre de la Douma. Alors le
matelot farouche demande le petit: ce n'est lui? Le petit de la garde-rouge
hesite . . . et papa est sauve. Encore une question: a quel etat appartenez
vous? (noblesse, bourgeois ou paysan). Heureusement, papa a repondu:
« nucame.ibCKoeo».... Le matelot reste deconcerte . . . Papa ajouta: durant
quarant ans je luttais pour le peuple et la revolution. Cette fois le farouche
matelot s'est repris. — A bah! Keresky etait aussi revolutionnaire!... Apres
quelques minutes d'hesitation et de conversation entre eux ils sont par-
tis. .. Le lendemain encore une visite par des matelots, mais cette fois je ne
les ai pas laisse entrer et ils sont partis sans protester.. ,136 Apres 9a, vu la
sante de papa, j'ai trouve mieux de nous soustraire a ces visites desagrea-
bles et j'ai fait des demarches pour entrer pour quelques jours dans un
hopital de Zarskoe. Une nuit nous avons passe a l'hopital de la ville de
Zarsk. et le lendemain un medecin-ami est venu chercher papa avec un
automobile sanitaire pour l'installer a Petrograd ou il serait mieux a l'abri
de visites. Le meme jour je l'ai rejoint. Le court voyage a fait plutot du mal
a papa, car voila un mois que nous sommes a l'hopital franc,ais et la fievre,
qui est devenue plus forte le lendemain de son arrivde, ne se calme pas
jusqu'a present. II fait toujours a rares jours exceptes, la fe de 37-37,2 le
matin et 38° le soir. La derniere semaine, il est mieux au point de vue
general. II mange mieux, il est plus gai, le subjectif est meilleur et le poids
a augmente. Nous avons choisi l'hopital franc,ais pour etre plus tranquils,
et parce qu'Aitoff,137 charmant homme le dirige. Mais les conditions
hygieniques ne vont pas pour des malades souffrants des poumons. J'ai cru
que nous y ferons un court sejour: une semaine ou deux tout au plus. Notre
sejour s'est prolonge ici, car l'etat de papa ne permet pas de longue voyage.
En outre, entreprendre un voyage par ce temps trouble est plutot dange-
reux. Ainsi nous avons decides de choisir quelque chose dans les environs
de Petrograd. II y a des excellents sanatorium en Finlande. Mais papa est
fache contre les finlandais pour leur agissements plus qu'indignes par rap-
ort a la Russie revolutionnaire,138 et c'est impossible de le convaincre de

136 A launde red version of these events is given in Iovchuk and Kurba tova , Plekhanov,
op. cit., pp . 327-28. T h e day after the affair at Tsarskoe Selo, an order was issued that
P lekhanov be protected against a recurrence. See Petrogradskii Voenno-Revoliuts ionnyi
komitet , D o k u m e n t y i mater ia ly (3 vols; Moscow, 1966-67), I, p p . 539 and 548.
137 V. D . Aitoff was the j u n i o r physician at the F r e n c h hospital w h o looked after
Plekhanov.
138 The F inns had subscr ibed Tsarist loans, Plekhanov noted with indignation, but had
done little for the "Liber ty L o a n " floated by the Provisional G o v e r n m e n t in March 1917.
Plekhanova, G o d na rodine , p . 3; Rober t Browder and Alexander Kerensky, The Russian
Provisional G o v e r n m e n t 1917 (3 vols; Stanford, 1961), II, pp . 485-92.
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prendre en consideration seulement sa sante. En tous cas ici, a l'hopital
francais nous ne resterons pas longtemps. Nous irons ou hors de ville dans
un petit sanat.-pension a 1 h. de distance; ou nous nous placerons dans un
hopital priv6 tres confortable et dans un bon quartier de Petrograd. La
tante Annette y est a present. On y est tres bien. C'est en attendant. Aussitot
que c,a pourra se faire, nous irons en Crimee Jalta ou se trouve Varvara
Nicolaevna Gontcharova qui nous apelle la bas.

Quant a ma sante, elle est tres bonne. Je supporte tres bien le climat de
Petrograd. Je trouve Petrograd sous la neige tres beau. Je me sens un peu
fatiguee ces derniers jours a cause du demenagement, mais c'est passager.
Jusqu'a present je ne me suis pas remise a la medecine. Je suis entierement
a papa et je crois commencer a pratiquer, quand il sera remis. Pour le
moment je ne vois qu'une chose c'est sa sante.

Je ne comprends pas pourquoi Vous ne recevez pas l'Edinstvo, que je
Vous ai envoye en 3 reprises: avec Dumas, avec Diamandi le frere de
l'ambassadeur de Roumanie, un vieil ami de papa et avec un camarade-
sous-lieutenant aviateur qui se rendait en Russie avec une mission russe.139

Est ce possible que personne de ces messieurs ne vous a fait parvenir les
paquets et lettres. C'est deconcertant. Us m'ont tenement promis de faire
mes commissions.

En tous cas je vous enverrai ces jours les articles de papa, parus dans
le Edinstvo. Qa serait bon de les traduire en franc,ais. Le public franc,ais
pourra se convaincre, comme papa a prevu les jours fatals, que nous
traversons a present, comme il les a predits encore au debut de notre
revolution. Comme il luttait contre cette affreuse maladie de leninisme,
dont est atteint notre bon, mais encore peu conscient peuple russe.140

Dites a Georges et sachez vous memes que nous ne souffrons pas de la
terreur des montagnards; non! c'est sont ceux contre lesquels Robespierre
sevissait, qui se sont empares du pouvoir. Ce sont des hebertistes, des
bakouniens, des anarchistes. La Convention voulait une France forte, une
et indivisible; tandis que notre pouvoir laisse dechirer la grande Russie en
locques. La Convention ne traitait pas avec l'ennemi qui foulait le sol
franc,ais. Notre pouvoir laisse mettre par l'Allemagne le carcan sur le cou
du peuple russe et est pret a leur donner tous ce qu'elle voudra, en assurant
le pauvre peuple que c'est de Pinternationalisme.. .
139 Dumas made two visits to Russia in 1917. While there, he wrote several articles for
Plekhanov's Edinstvo. In 1919 he published La vdrite sur les Bolcheviks (Paris). C. J.
Diamandy was the Rumanian ambassador to St Petersburg, 1913-17.
HO plekhanov's articles from Edinstvo were later published, untranslated, in God na
rodine. A sketch of Plekhanov's life by Iu. Arzaev, which serves as an introduction to the
collection, adds some details to the account of the break-in at Tsarskoe Selo. See I, pp.
xlii-xlv.
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Mais nous esperons que ce mauvais cauchemar passera et que de tous
nos malheurs nous sortirons sans amoindrissements et meme grandis, car
nous avons bien souffert.

Nous voyons souvent Deutch, Sassoulitch, Liubov Issakovna et Ida
Issakovna,141 qui est aussi a l'hopital francais pour quelques jours. Elle
souffre d'un commencement d'anevrisme d'aorte. Son etat n'est pas grave,
mais inquietant. Elle est tres gentille. Quant a L. Issak., elle a un grand
succes, comme un des meilleurs orateur-femme... Elle est vraiment tres
doue et travaille beaucoup. ..

Notre «Edinstvo» est supprime par la Censure qui sevit plus que jamais.
Mais ces jours apparaitra notre journal sous un autre nom.142

Je voudrais t'envoyer, chere Lydie, de l'argent, mais comment faire,
quand notre cours est tellement bas. Je dois perdre immensement sur le
change. Si tu avais pu faire un emprunt de 2-3 mille francs pour avoir de
l'argent afin de payer nos assurances, envoyer un millier de lires a Schrei-
ber et avoir pour tes depenses. Si tu ne peux pas trouver a faire une
emprunte (chez Mr Hecht, Mlle Oulman et Mr Batault) telegraphie moi et je
t'enverrai de l'argent.

Ecrivez nous nos cheres, adorees enfants par toutes les occasions possi-
bles.

Mille bonnes choses de notre part a Mr et Mme Batault pere et Mlle.
Quant a Georges je l'embrasse tendrement. Ma lettre est pour vous trois.
Votre mere qui ne veut qu'une chose c'est de vous revoir.

R.

P.S. Dans les journaux on a publid que papa a ete tres impressione par la
visite de matelots que son etat est devenu grave a la suite qu'une hemo-
ptysie grave s'est declaree etc. etc. Tout 9a c'est du roman. Papa a ete tres
calme durant la visite, son etat n'a pas empire a cause de ca. II n'a pas eu
d'hemoptysie. C'est seulement le voyage qui lui a fait quelque mal. Je
repete: il est mieux a present.

141 L. I. Aksel ' rod and her sister Ida were devoted followers of Plekhanov for several
decades.
142 T h e Bolsheviks suppressed Edinstvo three and one half weeks after they seized
power. The p a p e r r e -appeared as Nashe Edinstvo on December 17 (30), but discontinued
in a little over a mon th .
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