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The publisher regrets incorrect typographical treatment in the published article.
In Table 2 (p. 7), words are highlighted in bold while the text refers to words

‘highlighted in grey’. The word ‘grey’ has been replaced by ‘bold’ to correctly refer to
the table:

In brief, among the eight expressions of gratitude, thank you, thank + a third-
person object and grateful (highlighted in bold) occur more in both corpora.
Although “pay” [] {0,3} “tribute” (highlighted in bold) has a lower frequency than
thanks in the Experts’ Corpus, it is used far more frequently than thanks in the
Politicians’ Corpus.

In the text on pages 12–13, words should have been emphasised in italics. Italics has
now been applied to the relevant words:

In the Politicians’ Corpus, seven more intensifiers occur. These modifiers reflect that
intensified gratitude is expressed by highlighting the degree (e.g. so), describing the
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Table 2. Frequencies of gratitude expressions in the Corpora

Expression of gratitude

Politicians’ Corpus Experts’ Corpus

Frequency
Relative
frequency Frequency

Relative
frequency

thank + a 3rd–person object 89 411.82 17 135.60
grateful 56 259.12 12 95.71
thank you 47 217.48 21 167.50
“pay”[ ]{0,3}“tribute” 36 166.58 7 55.83
thanks 18 83.29 13 103.69
owe 7 32.39 1 7.98
gratitude 5 23.14 3 23.93
appreciate 1 4.63 2 15.95
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metaphorical dimensions (WIDTH: immensely, enormously, hugely; DEPTH: deeply
and profoundly) of gratitude or, in one case, showing sincerity (e.g. really). In the
Experts’Corpus,most intensifiers relate to degree, but sincere gratitude is highlighted
once by the adverb truly.

In Table 6 (p. 14), words are highlighted in bold while the text refers to words
‘highlighted in grey’. The word ‘grey’ has been replaced by ‘bold’ to correctly refer to
the table:

As Table 6 shows, Pattern 1, the performative pattern of thank, is the dominant
one in both corpora. It has four variants, with Pattern (1a) (highlighted in bold)
having the highest frequencies and Pattern (1b) enjoying a similar popularity as
Pattern (1a) in both corpora. Patterns (1c) and (1d) have fewer cases, but they can be
used to express prospective thanking together with Pattern (1a). Among the thank
you patterns, Pattern (2b) (highlighted in bold) has the most occurrences in both
corpora. It was adopted to express retrospective gratitude. In contrast, Patterns
(2a) and (2c) were involved in prospective thanking. Regarding the grateful patterns,
Pattern (3a) (highlighted in bold) is a little more frequent than Pattern (3b) in the
Politicians’ Corpus, though it has the same cases as (3b) in the Experts’ Corpus.
Contrary to Pattern (3b), it was employed for prospective thanking, together with
Patterns (3c) and (3d) in the public discourse.

The previous formatting leads to information potentially being misconstrued, and
the article has therefore been corrected. The publisher apologises for the errors.
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Table 6. Frequencies of gratitude expression patterns in the Corpora

Pattern Construction Politicians’ Corpus Experts’ Corpus

1a A thanks B for sth./doing sth. 36 9
1b A thanks B who did/has done… 35 7
1c A thanks B who does/is doing… 16 5
1d A thanks B who is going to do/will do… 2
2a thank you to sb. for sth./doing sth 2 3
2b thank you to sb. who did/has done/was doing… 11 5
2c thank you to sb. who does/ is doing… 7 1
3a A is grateful to B for sth./doing sth. 14 2
3b A is grateful to B who did/has done… 11 2
3c A is grateful to B who does/is doing… 6 1
3d A is grateful to B who will be doing… 1
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