
MARITIME RELATIONS

Detailing the lives of ordinary sailors, their families and the role 
of the sea in Britain’s long nineteenth century, Maritime Relations 
presents a powerful literary history from below. It draws on archival 
memoirs and logbooks, children’s fiction, and social surveys, as well 
as the work of canonical writers such as Gaskell, Dickens, Conrad, 
and Joyce. Maritime Relations highlights the workings of gender, the 
family, and emotions, with particular attention to the lives of women 
and girls. The result is an innovative reading of neglected kinship 
relations that spanned cities and oceans in the Victorian period and 
beyond. Working at the intersection of literary criticism, the blue 
humanities and life writing studies, Emily Cuming creatively rede-
fines the relations between life, labour, and literature at the watery 
edge of the nineteenth century.

Emily Cuming is Senior Lecturer in English Literature at Liverpool 
John Moores University. She is the author of Housing, Class and 
Gender in Modern British Writing, 1880–2012 (2016), editor of 
Keywords: A Journal of Cultural Materialism, and editorial board 
member of the Journal of Victorian Culture.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for interdis-
ciplinary studies. Since 1994, books in this series have tracked the intersections 
and tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, gender and 
sexuality, race, social organisation, economic life, technical innovations, scien-
tific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are now 
classics in a field which since the series’ inception has seen powerful engagements 
with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical race studies, 
new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies, human rights 
and liberalism, disability studies and global studies. Theoretical challenges and 
historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the nineteenth century 
in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the environment and 
climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics and materiality, 
the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and form, queerness 
and gender identities, and intersectional theory is re-animating the field. This 
series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being under-
taken on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting the field 
with the urgent critical questions that are being asked today. We seek to publish 
work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-colonialism 
and against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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