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The Limits 
of
Interpretation

In which Umberto Eco focuses on what he 
calls the limits of interpretation, stating 
clearly at the outset his belief that many 
interpreters have gone to absurd lengths in 
their domination of texts, thereby destroying 
meaning and the basis for communication,

Readers of Eco's other work will find here 
all the ingredients with which they have 
become familiar: vast learning, an agile 
and exciting mind, seriousness mixed with 
down-to-earth playfulness and good humor, 
and a brilliance of insight and association 
found in few other scholars. $27.50
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Theory & Criticism from Chicago
Conditions  Handsome  
and  Unhandsome
The Constitution of Emersonian 
Perfectionism 
The Carus Lectures, 1988 
Stanley Cavell
In his Carus lectures for the American 
Philosophical Association Cavell situates 
Emerson at an intersection of three crossroads: 
a place where both philosophy and literature 
pass; where the two traditions of English and 
German philosophy shun one another; where 
the cultures of America and Europe unsettle 
one another. This highly original work by a 
uniquely important American philosopher will 
be of great interest to both students and 
specialists in philosophy, literature, 
and American studies.
Paper $8.95 192 pages

SOLICITING
INTERPRETATION
Literary Theory and Seventeenth- 
Century English Poetry
Edited by
Elizabeth D. Harvey and 
Katharine Eisaman Maus 
In this volume of new essays,
14 eminent scholars and critics 
return to the New Critical canon 
of Renaissance poetry with fresh 
perspectives that emphasize con-
siderations of gender, ideology, 
power, and language.
Paper $18.95 376pages 6 halftones 
Library cloth edition $47.50

Now in Paper—

TIME AND
NARRATIVE
Volumes 1, 2, and 3
Paul Ricoeur
Translated by Kathleen Blarney and 
David Pellauer
Building on his earlier work in The 
Rule of Metaphor. Ricoeur examines 
the creation of meaning at the tex-
tual level, with narrative rather than 
metaphor as the ruling concern. 
“Ricoeur writes the best kind of 
philosophy—critical, economical, 
and clear."—Eugen Weber, New 
York Times Book Review
Volume 1 Paper $12.95 288 pages 
Volume 2 Paper $12.95 216pages 
Volume 3 Paper$14.95 368pages

THE MODE OF 
INFORMATION
Poststructuralism and 
Social Context 
Mark Poster 
Poster enlists poststructuralist 
theory, with its focus on language, 
in his wide-ranging analysis of our 
electronically permeated culture. 
Poster’s revolutionary thesis—that 
we are constituted differently from 
our forebears due to our electronic 
society'—points the way to a 
poststructuralist strategy for 
writing history.
Paper $16.95 188pages 1 figure 
Library cloth edition $39.95

Now in Paper—

FILM LANGUAGE
A Semiotics of the Cinema 
Christian Metz 
Translated by Michael Taylor 
“Modern film theory begins 
with Metz.”—Constance Penley, 
coeditor of Camera Obscura 
Paper $14.95 288 pages

ORACLES OF EMPIRE
Poetry, Politics, and Commerce 
in British America, 1690-1750 
David S. Shields 
This innovative study critically 
reconstitutes the literature of 
empire in the thirteen colonies, 
Canada, and the West Indies by 
investigating over 300 texts in 
mixed print and manuscript sour-
ces, including poems in pamphlets 
and newspapers.
Cloth $29.95 312 pages
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