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When you lose interest in anything you also lose the memory of
it. (156]

It is only when a man knows little that he knows anything at
all. With knowledge grows doubt. {178)

The action of genius is in a way ubiquitous: towards general
truths before experience, towards particular truths after it.
[338]

An active scepticism is one which constantly aims at overcoming
itself and arriving by means of regulated experience at a kind
of conditioned certainty. [340]

The historian's duty is two-fold; first towards himself, then
towards his readers. As regards himself, he must carefully
exarine into the things that could have happened; and as for
the reader's sake he must determine what actually did happen.
His action towards himself is a matter between himself and his
colleagues; but the public must not see into the secret that
there is little in history which can said to be positively de-
termined. {452]

Theories are usually the overhasty efforts of an impatient un-
derstanding that would ladly be rid of phenomena, and so puts

in their place pictures, notions, often mere words. We may sur-
mise that such theories are makeshifts but do not passion and
party spirit love a makeshift at all times? And rightly, too,
because they stand in much need of it. [520]

Hypotheses are cradle songs by which the teacher lulls his
scholars to sleep. The thoughtful and honest observer is al-
ways learning more and more of his limitations; he sees that
the further knowledge spreads, the more numerous are the prob-
lems that make their appearance. [560]

If many a man did not feel obliged to repeat what is untrue
because he has said it once, the world would have been quite
different. [564]

There is nothing more odious than the majority: it consists

of a few powerful men to lead the way, of accommodating rascals
and submissive weaklings, and of a mass of men who trot after
them without in the least knowing their own mind. [566]

The discerning man who acknowledges his limitations is not far
off perfection. [578]

Goethe: Maximen und Reflexionen

https://doi.org/10.1017/50361541300008068 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0361541300008068

CONTENTS

The Observance of All Souls' Day in the Guinea=~
Bissau Region: A Christian Holy Day, An African
Harvest Festival, an African New Year's Celebra-
tion, or All of the Above(?)
George E. Brooks 1-34

Oral Sources on Links Between Great States:
Sumanguru, Servile Lineage, the Jariso, and
Kaniaga

David C. Conrad 35-55
The Ta'lif akhbar al-qurun rin wnard' bilad
Ilurin: A Critique

H.O0. Danmole 57-67
The Use of Court Records as Sources for Afri-
can History: Some Examples from Bujumbura,
Burundi

Carol Dickerman 69-81
Ritual Warfare and the Colonial Conquest of
the Eggon

David C. Dorward 83-98
The Missing Migrants: African Seeds in the
Demographers' Field

Bruce S. Fetter 99-111
The Falls of Félou: A Bibliographical Explor-
ation

P.E.H. Hair 113-130
Translations as Sources for African History

Beatrix Heintze 131~-161
One Tribe, One Style? Paradigms in the Histor-
iography of African Art

Sidney Littlefield Kasfir 163-193
How Truly Traditional Is Our Traditional His-
tory? The Case of Samuel Johnson and the Record-
ing of Yoruba Oral Tradition

Robin Law 195-221

https://doi.org/10.1017/50361541300008068 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0361541300008068

Drake's Fake: A Curiosity Concerning a Spurious
Visit to Asante in 1839
T.C. McCaskie 223-236

Oral Historiography and the Shirazi of the East
African Coast
Randall L. Pouwels 237-267

On the Methodology of Chronology: The Igala
Core Dating Progression

R.A. Sargent 269-289
The Shirazi in Swahili Traditions, Culture, and
History

Thomas Spear 291-305

English Bosman and Dutch Bosman: A Comparison
of Texts--VIII
Albert van Dantzig 307-329

Through the Palace Gates, Chiefs and Chronology:
Developing Reliable Dating Structures
J.B. Webster 331-349

Bio-Bibliographical Studies: Their Potential
for Use by Africanists
James A. Casada 351-357

Commodities, Customs, and the Computer .
Marion Johnson 359-366

Pasi ne (Down With) Class Struggle? The New
History for Schools in Zimbabwe
I.R. Phimister 367-374

Mission Archives in Bremen
Lynne Brydon 375-377

Archival Materials on the Brandenburg Africap
Company (1682-1721)
Adam Jones 379-389

The Archives of the Missionnaires du Sacre-—
Coeur (M.S.C.) at Bamanya (Zaire)
Sam Nelson 391-394

The Committee for the Publication of African
Historical Sources 395-396

James G. Frazer's Correspondence With John

Roscoe, 1907-1924
Benjamin Ray 397

https://doi.org/10.1017/50361541300008068 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0361541300008068

Arms Proliferatiecn: A Few More Serial Bibli-
ographies of Interest to Africanist Historians

David Henige 399~402
Comparative Bibliography -~ 1984 403-451
Contributors 453-454

https://doi.org/10.1017/50361541300008068 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0361541300008068



