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We scientists of the modern era arrogate to ourselves the privilege of distin-
guishing between real objective phenomena of nature and those kinds of pseu-
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accomplishments of extinct civilizations in these materials. Of course, they
hadn’t viewed their specimens from far enough away, from the right angle, nor
with electrons instead of light. If you were skeptical of the astronomical or

Consult our Website for complete
topic and authors information:

extraterrestrial significance of the patterns of lines only visible from the air on oL B http://www.

the tablelands of Southern Peru, then you will no doubt also doubt the crystallo- & =7 annualreviews.org
graphic textural significance of the lines in this month’s EDITOR’S CHOICE. The A

explorers who reported this evidence (V. Thaveeprungsriporn, J.F. Mansfield List Price: $ 80 USA / $85 Foreign
and G.S. Was, |. Mater. Res. 9 [1994] 1887-1894) note that to see it, electrons from MRS Member Price:

a finely focused beam directed at a Ni-16Cr-9Fe specimen in an environmental $64 USA / $68 Foreign

scanning microscope had to backscatter, diffract, and be detected by a phosphor
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would give up this buried structure. They attribute the pattern to the long- and

well-known internal crystal structure and to the orientation of the alloy grains. ANNUAL REVIEWS
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say if these are not also the faint imprint of an early hand in an otherwise amor-
phous world?

1S. Kikuchi, Japan. J. Phys. 5 (1928) 83.
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