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Introduction: A scoping review was conducted to understand which
environmental factors are currently being discussed as candidates for
inclusion in health technology assessments (HT As). By mapping the
current literature, the results of the scoping review will inform future
work to assess the importance policymakers place on aspects of
environmental concern.

Methods: The scoping review involved literature searches across
three electronic databases (MEDLINE, CINAHL, and PsycINFO),
encompassing articles published up to the end of 2023, to identify a
starting set of articles. Backward and forward citation searching of
relevant studies was then employed to expand the scoping review,
with inclusion criteria established to select studies based on the
specific focus on HTA. Screening was conducted independently by
two reviewers in two stages: title and abstract and then full-text
screening. Data extraction involved a structured approach, collating
relevant information for thematic analysis.

Results: While the scoping review is ongoing, emerging issues
included: methods for incorporating environmental pollution
externalities into HTAs; the impact of climate change on health
outcomes; intergenerational equity of health outcomes and defin-
itions of sustainability; environmental epidemiology; and the
potential for technologies to mitigate the impact of climate change.
The ongoing thematic analysis will synthesize the results of the
scoping review using mapping and categorization to identify know-
ledge gaps.

Conclusions: The threat of climate change is the greatest issue faced
by HTA in a generation, but this challenge is intersectoral and
demands an intersectoral response. This paper identifies environ-
mental concerns that might, in principle, be included within the HTA
process. Ultimately, the HTA community must do its part to address
the environmental crisis we face and move toward a more sustainable
future.
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Introduction: The National Health Service (NHS) in England aims
to be carbon neutral by 2045, acknowledging the link between
planetary and human health. By 2028, NHS suppliers will need to
report carbon footprint data for their products, including the medi-
cines and technologies that the National Institute for Health and Care
Excellence (NICE) appraises. Additionally, company level data are
already being reported. This type of data may provide NICE with an
opportunity to support system environmental sustainability goals.
Methods: The NICE Science Policy and Research team conducted an
options appraisal to consider the feasibility and acceptability of
different ways NICE might engage with environmental impact data
(EID). We held discussions with NICE teams that could be affected by
the collection and use of EID. Discussions examined the array of
potential options for NICE—from being a simple conduit for EID to
incorporating EID into its decision-making—and sought to identify
those that were practical for further consideration. We then discussed
these options with key external stakeholders (NHS England, industry,
and commissioners) to understand their expected usefulness and
practicality.

Results: Several options for NICE to use EID were identified as
suitable for further consideration. Using company level data, NICE
could encourage companies to engage with NHS sustainability goals
by citing their carbon reduction plans alongside guidance or using
them to prioritize its activities. Using product level data, NICE could
pilot an evaluation comparing the environmental outcomes of com-
peting health technologies that have no differential direct health
outcomes. NICE could also publish environmental impact assess-
ment tools to help commissioners consider EID in procurement
decisions. Better data and methodological standards are needed
before NICE might consider embedding product-level EID in its
usual decision-making frameworks.

Conclusions: Our options appraisal has identified several ways that
NICE might start to engage with EID to have a positive impact on
NHS sustainability goals and wider planetary health. Future work will
scope out how these activities should proceed. The identified options
are not necessarily mutually exclusive and may evolve as the data and
methods around sustainable health care continue to advance.
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