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Club, Flanigan, and Zingale discuss the interrelationships between voting
behavior in the mass electorate and patterns of party control of govern-
ment paolicy-making institutions. Their investigation focuses on the
realignment perspective—the theory that the political history of the United
States is marked by repetitive sequences, or party systems, each beginning
with a partisan realignment that involved the appearance of a new electoral
alignment, which endured for a significant time and then deteriorated.
Through the use of both historical data and quantitative techniques, the
authors expand upon traditional discussion of the realignment perspective,
explicitly linking mass voting behavior with political leadership, and
revealing that historical realignment sequences are marked by similar stages
of controt of government, elite behavior, and policy formation.
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The contributors to Class Conflict and Collective Action break with the
predominant definition of class conflict as societal tension-release, and in-
stead see social movements as responses to the concerns of everyday life.
Studying the effects of European proletarianization and capital concentra-
tion between 1750 and 1914, the essays seek to determine at what point
class conflict generated a collective action, and how the historical forms of
contention changed under the influence of capitalism and nationalization.
Edited by noted scholars Louise and Charles Tilly, this book forms a vital
contribution to the uitimate goal of a comparative history of the Western
industrial working class.

Class Conflict and Collective Action, the first volume in Sage's New Ap-
proaches to Social Science History series, integrates a body of original and
innovative material, using a common intellectual framework, a comprehen-
sive introduction and conclusion, and tight and careful editing throughout.
The book will hold great interest for those studying social history, Euro-
pean history, labor history, and research in power structures and the poli-
tics of collective action.
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