Chicago Critical Pleasures

THE BREAKING OF THE VESSELS

Harold Bloom

"Harold Bloom's theory of the anxiety of influence is amplified and
defended in this new book. . . .Readers familiar with Bloom and those new to
him will find here a powerful and original theory ol literary history
grounded in the wonderful minute particulars of the best poems in our
language. Anyone who desires to wrile on the theory of literary history must
henceforth wrestle Bloom.”"—Frank Lentricchia. from the Foreword

Cloth  $10.00 128 pages

With this volume. the University of Chicago Press introduces a new series
in critical theory. the WELLEK LIBRARY LECTURES. under the editorship 1 ! ':

of Frank Lentricchia. Each year a distinguished critical theorist will
deliver a series of three lectures at the University of California, Irvine. W
Chicago’s publication of these lectures will provide a forum for critical A4

debate by bringing to a wider audience eminent theorists in the process
of elaborating and defending their positions.

IRIS MURDOCH

Work for the Spirit
Elizabeth Dipple

Arguing for the serious consideration and rereading of Murdoch, this study
is the first to consider all 20 of the novels written between 1954 and 1980.
Dipple explores the aesthetic and philosophical concepts central to
Murdoch's thought and offers sustained analyses of individual novels.
“This brilliant interpretation of Murdoch surpusses. in scope and insight,
anything else that has been written about her.”"—~Catharine R. Stimpson
Cloth  $25.00 366 pages

New in paper
NEW READINGS VS. OLD PLAYS

Recent Trends in the Reinterpretation of English Renaissance Drama
Richard L. Levin

“Richard L. Levin essays the unenviable task of anatomizing dubious
approaches to Elizabethan and Jacobean drama that have atiained a certain

fashionableness in recent years. . . .Because he is thoughtful. knowledge-
able. and undogmatic, he is a trustworthy guide to the critical shortcomings
of others.”"—Robert Ornstein, Studies in English Literature

$8.95 292 pages

SEX AND SENSIBILITY

Ideal and Erotic Love from Milton to Mozart
Jean H. Hagstrum

“This book is first of all a substantial contribution to 18th-century scholar-
ship. But more interestingly, it inquires. precisely and eloquently, into the
literary and visual interpretations of erotic love from the Restoration up to
the Romantic period.”"—The Virginia Quarterly Review

$10.95 364 pages
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Feydeau,
| First to Last

Eight One-Act Comedies

By GEORGES FEYDEAU. Translated with an Intro-
duction by NORMAN R. SHAPIRO. Among the
many practitioners of light Boulevard comedy in
Paris at the turn of the century, Georges Feydeau
stands out as the master. Shapiro has selected and
translated eight one-act plays, among them
Feydeau'’s first and last extant works. Six appear
here in English for the first time. “Feydeau is devil-
ishly hard to translate, and Shapiro has done a first-
rate job.” —Daniel Gerould, CUNY. $19.95.

Love Words

The Self and the Text in Medieval and Renaissance Poetry

By MARIANN SANDERS REGAN. Drawing upon a number of current schools of
literary interpretation and suggesting possible bridges between them, Love
Words proposes a new poetics and with it what Regan characterizes as a “*mater-
nal”’ theory of the text. $19.50.

“Madame Bovary” on Trial

By DOMINICK LACAPRA . In 1857, following the publication of Madame Bovary,
Flaubert was charged with having committed an **outrage to public morality and
religion.” Original in his methods and provocative in his conclusions, LaCapra
examines Flaubert’s remarkable trial and draws conclusions about the relation-
ship between literature and society. $19.50.

Saint/Oedipus

Psychocritical Approaches to Flaubert’s Art

By WILLIAM J. BERG, GEORGE MOSKOS, and MICHEL GRIMAUD. With an
essay by JEAN-PAUL SARTRE and a new translation of Flaubert’s Saint Julian by
Michel Grimaud. “In the annals of Flaubert scholarship Saint/Oedipus consti-
tutes a novel experiment: never has so much close attention been lavished
simultaneously on one work by critics intent on demonstrating the diversity of
a single critical approach....Immensely useful, an excellent pedagogical tool.”
—Naomi Schor, Brown University. $19.50.

The Discourse of
Modernism

By TIMOTHY J. REISS. ““The Discourse of Modernism represents a turning point
inliterary and intellectual history. While clearly in the framework established by
Michel Foucault, it incorporates crucial theoretical advances.” —Peter Haidu,
University of Illinois. Reiss looks closely at a number of texts—among them
works by Kepler, Campanella, Bacon, More, Cyrano de Bergerac, Swift, and
Defoe—and compares the discursive evolution they reveal with developments
in philosophy, science, and political theory. $28.50.
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