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Rapid ionization of Cs ¥apor in a Beat pipe at 0.05 torr was,
achieved by pumping the 6s S -0 7P / transition (£=0.007) with
a flash-pumped dye laser at A%AQ.ZA and } MW power output,
Photoabsorptign initiated at the end of the laser pulge,.(= N.5:s)
showed the 5p 'ns and nd series below and above the 5p° P, threshold
at 535.4A. Broad Beutler - Fano resonances appeared in the d series
above threshold. The spectrum was recorded photographically on a 10.7m
grazing incidence spectrograph using a continuum background generated
by a BRV high-voltage spark source with a uranium anode. We will
compare the line-shapes and the quantum defect (Lu—Fano% plot with the
predictions of a relativistic random phase calculation.
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