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On Difficulty and other Essays
George Steiner
'Professor George Steiner's latest book is composed of several
essays or "working papers" in literary criticism and linguistics.
He raises a fair number of questions about interpretation and
understanding as it is brought to bear upon a literary text, but
for most of the time he returns to what has become the cultural
theme of all his writings: the predicament of Western man in a
culture which is forsaking, or forgetting, the values which have
for centuries informed it. The result is a book that ought not to
be left to the specialists in literature; it has something important
to say to us all.' Maurice Cranston in the Sunday Times.
'Wherever one turns in Dr Steiner's book one finds oneself
arguing or inclined to argue, just because the questions he
raises are important ones, touch on the health of literature and
the manner of our reading, and are provided with answers which
are provocatively provisional.1 C. H. Sisson in The T.L.S. £5.50

The Russian Language Since the
Revolution
Bernard Comrie and Gerald Stone
'A comprehensive but rapid account of the ways in which
Russian has changed since the revolution The book's
scholarly apparatus is excellent; the bibliography is
comprehensive; there is a general index and a Russian index,
mainly of words. The exacting task of printing has been done
superbly The author's use in this work of the terminology
of their trade is an additional joy.1 British Book News. £10
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Language, Thought and Culture: Advances in the Study of Cognition

The Cultural Definition of Political Response
Lineal Destiny Among the Luo
David Parkin
October 1978, xxii + 348pp., £14.80 0.12.545650.6
Cultural change is not just a straightfoward response to external pressures: the culture it-
self, as a powerful and autonomous system of ideas, plays a large part in shaping people's
internal adaptation to new circumstances. Recent far-reaching changes—educational
expansion, increasing wage dependency, population growth and urban unemployment—
have all had their impact on the populations of Africa, but underlying cultural differences
have persisted throughout. It would be misleading, therefore, to think of ethnicity as a
mere 'false consciousness', without any bearing on the destiny of a people. The Luo of
Kenya, who are the main subject of this investigation into the nature of cultural change
and its semantic aspects, are no exception to the rule.
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English Accents and Dialects
An Introduction to Social and Regional Varieties of British English
Arthur Hughes and Peter Trudgill
This book is a concise introductory
survey of the main regional and social
varieties of spoken British English, and
the factors influencing them. The
authors discuss accent and dialect in
the broader framework of language
variation - phonetic, phonological,
grammatical, lexical, historical and
stylistic - and variation within
Received Pronunciation and Standard
English. A section is devoted to each
of ten main varieties of spoken
English, each section including a
discussion of differences from RP and
Standard English, neighbouring
varieties, features of continuous
speech, .explanatory notes,
transcriptions, and a transcription
exercise. The book is complemented
by a recording. This consists of an RP

speaker reading a list of key words,
and of sections with speakers from
each of the different areas first reading
the word list and then in edited
interviews.
The study of accent and dialect is of
interest not only to the advanced
learner of English as a second or
foreign language, who will often
encounter varieties of English
differing considerably from the one
he has learned, but also to those
studying and teaching
sociolinguistics and language
varieties.
With maps and diagrams
Cloth £5.50 Paper £2.50
Open reel tape £7.50+ V.A.T.
Cassette tape £6.50+ V.A.T.

Edward Arnold
41 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DQ
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Typescripts. The top copy of the type-
script should be submitted and, if poss-
ible a second copy also. Contributions
should be clearly typed on one side of the
paper only using a conventional size of
paper, preferably A4 (or 21.6 by 28 centi-
meters for those at work where A4 is not
available). Authors should hold one copy
for the correction of proofs. The title-page
should include the title, author's name and
affiliation, in that order, along with an
abstract of the article. Areas of study to
which the articles may be of interest should
be listed at the end of the abstract.

Titles should be so worded that the first
part may be used as a running headline
(with a maximum length of 50 characters,
including spaces). They should be typed on
a separate sheet, together with the author's
name and address to which he wishes
proofs to be sent.

Citations and forms of emphasis.
Normally the Latin alphabet is to be used.
Cited forms should be underlined to
represent italicization in print. Transla-
tional 'meanings' should be placed within
single quotation marks.

References are to be made in the text (and
not in footnotes) by giving in parentheses
the name of the author and year of publica-
tion, and where relevant the page(s) refer-
red to; e.g. (Whitney 1867: 45-53). If the
author's name is part of the text, the follow-
ing form should be used: 'Whitney (1867:
48) maintained that . . .'. When a work
written by two or more authors is referred
to, all names should be given in the first
citation; e.g. (Weinreich, Labov & Herzog
1968): in subsequent citations the first name
only should be given, with 'et al.' added;
e.g. (Weinreich et al. 1968). When separate
works are referred to in the same parenthe-
ses, those by the same author should be
separated by commas and those by differ-
ent authors by semi-colons: e.g. (Whitney
1867; Firth 1935, 1957a). Initials should
be used {after the author's name) only when
it is necessary to distinguish between two
or more authors of the same name, all of
whom are referred to in the same article.

All works referred to should be listed at
the end of the article, double-spaced and
in alphabetical order. The titles of articles
should so far as possible be abbreviated

according to the conventions of the
Linguistic Bibliography of the Permanent
International Committee of Linguistics
(CIPL).

Examples of references (note the use of
punctuation marks within references):
Firth, J. R. (1957a). Ethnographic analysis

and language with reference to Malinow-
ski's views. In R. W. Firth (ed.), Man
and culture: an evaluation of the jvork of
Bronislaw Malinozvski. London: Rout-
ledge and Kegan Paul. 93-118.

A synopsis of linguistic
theory, 1930-55. Studies in linguistic
analysis (Special volume of the Philo-
logical Society). Oxford. 1-33.

Sapir, E. (1929). The status of linguistics
as a science. Lg. 5, 207-14. (Reprinted in
D. G. Mandelbaum (ed.). (1939) Selected
writings of Edzvard Sapir. Berkeley and
Los Angeles: U. California P. 160—6.)

Book reviews. With the exception of the
title-page, book reviews should be sub-
mitted in the same form as articles. The
title-page should take the following form:
Edwin Ardener (ed.), Linguistic and
Social Anthropology. (ASA Monographs,
10.) London: Tavistock, 1971.

Reviewed by Clive Criper
Department of Linguistics
University of Edinburgh

There is no need to submit an abstract with
a book review.
Proofs. First proofs only will be sent to
the author (or his nominee), who will be
expected to correct them and return them
to the Editor, by airmail where appropriate,
within ten days of receipt.
Offprints. Fifty offprints of both articles
and review articles will be provided free
of charge. Additional offprints may be
obtained at reasonable cost, provided that
these are ordered before publication on the
special form sent out with the proofs.
Submission of an article is taken to
imply that it has not previously been
published, or is not being considered for
publication elsewhere. If an author is
publishing a related article elsewhere, this
fact should be stated.
Copyright. Contributors of accepted
articles will be asked to assign their copy-
rights, on certain conditions, to Cambridge
University Press, to help protect their
material, particularly in the U.S.A.
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