REVIEWS

ANTIQUITIES OF THE IRISH COUNTRYSIDE. By Sean P. O RIORDAIN,
Professor of Archaeology, University College, Cork. Cork Univ. Press, 1942.
[Historical and Archaeological Papers, no. 41. pp. 57 and 47 illus.  3s.

This excellent and useful handbook of Irish field-archaeology  is intended to give
some answer to the questioning man in the street ’, and it serves its purpose admirably.
It is composed on the same lines as the handbook Field Archaeology produced by the
Ordnance Survey, but is fuller and contains illustrations. There is a classified biblio-
graphy. The outlook is modern and professional without being abstruse. The few
comments we have to make are of the kind that a reviewer inserts to pad out his notice
of a good book which offers few loopholes for serious criticism.

The author retains the word ‘ dolmen ’, which has been officially abandoned in
this country (p. 36). Admittedly the substitute  burial-chamber’ may be inaccurate if
the monument is not the chamber itself but the remains of a portal. But, although not
familiar enough with Irish field-archaeology to speak authoritatively, we still doubt
whether the ‘ pure dolmen ’ ever existed as a type, unassociated with a cairn or other
stonework.

It is interesting to note that saucer-barrows in Ireland as in Britain belong to the Late
Bronze Age and survived into the Early Iron Age (p. 41). But if by ‘ ring-barrow ’ is
meant disc-barrows, these are not just saucer-barrows without mounds, but a quite
distinct and earlier type of barrow.  Pond-barrows’, as Colt Hoare called them (not
mentioned here), are a rare type whose date is unknown ; these are sometimes called
ring-barrows ; they consist of a bank enclosing a flat depressed area without any mound.

There are a few air-photographs (fig. 11, opp. p. 18, would have been better printed
the other way up), and there would doubtless have been many more if they had been
available. There is a great and untilled field for a pioneer in this branch of research in
Ireland. Good results can only be obtained by acquiring the necessary technical skill,
studying the correct lighting (a low sun usually), and by an enthusiast who -carries out
archaeological air-reconnaissance with a camera. In this way it is certain that many
more areas of early fields will be discovered, supplementing those which the author
himself was the first to recognize in Ireland. 0.G.8.C.
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